
                                                                                                                                                         

Current series: Labels  “The Gospel liberates us from labels” 

May 15th, 2022 
Commentary -John’s ministry was preparation for Jesus’ ministry.  Luke’s precision in mentioning 5 Roman officials with their specific 

titles shows his concern for accuracy, which is confirmed by historical records outside of the Bible. Tiberius, Pontius Pilate, Herod, 

Philip and Lysanias were all known for their cruelty and corruption.  

“The word of God came to John”, designates him a prophet like the O T prophets.  It had been over 400 years since God had spoken to 

Israel through Malachi.  John was born to devout parents, advanced in age, both from the priestly line. (Matt 3:4-7) He dressed in camel 

hair and ate locust and honey. Most Jews were looking for the Messiah to free them from Roman authority and bring peace.   

  

Context- A Baptism of repentance: John’s baptism represented a change of perception or change of mind. Typically, at this time only 

Gentiles who wanted to be converted to Judaism would have been baptized.  For a Jew to submit to baptism was to admit that “I’m as 
bad as a heathen gentile”. Doing this would be indicative of a humble repentance and radical rededication to God. 
Before a King made a journey a delegation would go before him to improve the roads. They would fill in pot holes, level the roads all in 

an effort to make his travel smoother.  John’s preaching declares Israel’s biggest issue isn’t with Roman occupation it is their 

sin, which requires repentance leading to peace.  

Lu 3:1-6 Repentance-“to change one’s mind or purpose”; “turning around” in OT a turning back to God. -John told his 

listeners to make a change of mind, not merely to feel sorry for what they had done but to have a different purpose. Repentance speaks 
of a change of direction, not just a sorrow in the heart but a change of mind that leads to different behavior or purpose in life. This is a 
repentance for the remission (a sense of liberty and deliverance) of sin. 
 

Lu 3:7-9 John was not your typical preacher.  Matthew states that it was the Pharisee’s and Sadducees who he called a family of 

snakes and asking them “why did you come anyway”. Addressing your audience this way was a bit unorthodox even for the first 
century.  He dressed differently from most of the people, he ate differently, he seemed to have made no distinction between, rich or 
poor. He held no class distinction; all were in the same boat they needed to repent. It was widely taught that Abraham’s merits were 
plenty for any Jew’s salvation, and that it was impossible for any descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to go to hell. John’s 
preaching challenged their thinking on that. The alternative to repentance is coming judgment indicated by “the axe at the root of the 
tree. 
 

Luke 3:10-14:–  Specific signs of repentance- John’s instructions were quite ordinary. He demanded that people share 
what they have, that they treat people fairly, and that they do not use their position to intimate or abuse, and they should 
be content with what they have. Tax collecting and soldiering were not evil professions that should be abandoned but they 
should be honest in their execution. 
Integrity in the ordinary things is still a mark of true repentance. We sometimes think God requires us to do great or 
impossible things to demonstrate repentance. Often, He instead looks for integrity in the ordinary things. 
 
Luke 3:15-18 The people were reasoning in their hearts how to label John.  Was he indeed the Messiah?  His ministry had such a 

profound effect on his hearers that they thought he might be the chosen one to come.  John quickly dispels that question.  John was 
keenly aware of his role in God’s plan of salvation. The Rabbis of the day felt that having a student remove their sandal would be too 
humiliating, but John felt unworthy to do even that. (James 4:6) While Jesus is praying God speaks “you are my beloved Son” echoing 
Psalm 2:7 
 

Luke 3:19-21 John made such a bold stand for the truth, Herod, who was steeped in immorality, punished him. “Josephus 
says that the reason for the arrest was that Herod ‘feared lest the great influence John had over the people might put it in 
his power and inclination to raise a rebellion; for they seemed ready to do anything he should advise.’” (Barclay). Jesus’ 
baptism identified him with man turning toward God, it marked the official start of his ministry and “to fulfill all 
righteousness” (Matt 3:15) 
God identifies and labels Jesus.  This is the only label that mattered to Jesus  

 
Application – Society, are friends, and family often label us based on their perception.  God has labeled us as well, 
based on how he sees us.  We have a choice of which one of these to believe. How we choose has a profound effect on 
our thoughts, our lives and how we treat others. 

 
Resources that might be helpful: 
 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/luke-3/ 



 

                                            

Start of Life Group Use this time to introduce the topic of discussion (Icebreaker, optional game, a prayer) 

  Labels are not all bad, sometimes they serve a purpose i.e. Labeling boxes, bins etc. They help us keep things straight 

in our minds.  Labeling people and ourselves tends to take one aspect of a person’s life, often the worst aspect, and 

reduces how we see them to that characteristic. It doesn’t have in mind how God sees them and doesn’t leave room for 

God’s work and plan in their lives.                                                                                              

 

Main Point: The Gospel liberates us from labels. 

 

Introduction  

Q. Has anyone had a nick name they would like to share?  How did you feel about it? Why? 

Q. Ever try to give someone a nick name? How did they feel about it? Why? 

 

Understanding  
 
Read Luke 3:1-6 
Q. What was the intended result of making the way smooth?  (V6 “all mankind will see God’s salvation) 
Q. How did John’s ministry make for a smoother transition to Jesus’ ministry? 
Q. How does the Gospel give us a sense of deliverance and freedom? 
Summary: Man’s biggest problem comes from within not from circumstances or others? 
 
Read Luke 3:7-9 
Q. How would most people label John? 
Q. How did John treat the religious leaders of his day? 
Q. What 2 elements were in John’s message?  (Repentance or Judgement) 
Summary: John’s message was universal but individually applied. 
 
Read Luke 3:10-14 -   
Q. What does the people’s response to John’s message say about their hearts? 
Q. What does the fruit of repentance look like? Why is this significant? 
Q. How does John’s fruit compare to the fruit of the Spirit Gal 5:22-23 
Summary: Repentance is an inward decision that results in changed behavior toward others. 
 
Read Luke 3:15-18 
Q. Why did John always maintain his proper position? 
Q. John held Jesus in high esteem, why is this a good example for us? 
Q. How can we cultivate humility? 
Summary:  Humility comes from seeing yourself in light of Jesus. 
 
Luke 3:19-21   

Q.  Why did Jesus get baptized?       

Application Help your group identify how the truths from the scripture passage apply directly to their lives 

Q. How has God labeled his followers? How should that shape our thinking and behavior? 
Q. What is the one thing we discussed tonight that really spoke to you? 

Q. What is one step you could take this week in order to grow in your relationship with the Lord? 

Leader Story: Tell of one way that God has impacted you in relationship to the topic tonight 

 
Key scripture to memorize 
Luke 3:16 

Prayer requests Take a moment to pray with your group 

 Lifepoint reminders 
* Discovering Life is May 22

nd
 

* Baptism is June 12th 

 


