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MAIN POINT
The Gospel makes us bold and humble at the same time.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Share about a memorable baptism experience you have had, either your own or someone important to you.

Did you have a nickname growing up? Was it one that you liked or disliked?

Baptism is God’s way of humbling by cleansing and resetting us, while emboldening us to proclaim His position in our lives.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says about a particular topic.
Have a volunteer read Luke 3: 1-9

What was the mission of John the Baptist? Whom was he ministering to? How did his message of repentance sound to
the Jewish people?

Why do people today often recoil when hearing that they need to repent? What does that reveal about humanity?

What was the purpose of baptism in the Jewish tradition? Why would it be di�cult for a Jewish individual to accept
baptism as a requirement?

In what ways can baptism be humbling for us today? How should we handle the humbling that comes from baptism?

Why do Christians, though saved, need to live a lifestyle of ongoing repentance?



John the Baptist was the herald that proclaimed the coming ministry of Jesus. In Jewish tradition only, gentiles were baptized to
symbolize washing their unclean ways, repenting of them, and accepting the Jewish faith. John’s baptism was symbolic of the change
that was going to come through his redemptive work on the Cross—that EVERYBODY will need to repent and believe in the one true
king! It was a message that humbled those who thought they were already “clean”!

Have a volunteer read  Luke 3:10-22

After John tells the crowd of their need to be baptized, the crowd asks John “What then shall we do?” How does he
respond? Does his response apply to us today? Why or why not?

Even Jesus himself is baptized in John’s ministry. Was He in need of spiritual cleansing? Why or why not? What was the
purpose of Jesus’ baptism?

Read Matthew 11:11. Why do you think Jesus held John in such high regard? What about John’s life stands out the most
to you?

Why do you think Jesus also said, “Yet the one who is the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he”? What do
you think Jesus meant?

John’s response to the crowd was a command to serve others and to live ethically. Share wealth and only enforce the power necessary
to continue your position. His command puts even people in power into a spot of humility to treat others as themselves. Jesus too
accepted baptism as a spiritual washing. This shows that it truly was for everyone, and that humility was not something to avoid.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scriptures apply directly to their lives.

Is there anyone who needs to follow the Bible’s teaching and go public with baptism?

What are some areas this week where you need to embrace humility?

For whom in your life can we be praying that they would understand their need for spiritual cleansing?

PRAYER REQUESTS
Take a moment to ask your group if there are any prayer requests.

PRAY WITH YOUR GROUP
Pray over your group’s prayer requests, along with the following prayer:



Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for the ordinance of baptism and for Your power to spiritually cleanse us. Help us to be obedient to
boldly proclaim who You are to others this week. Help us to boldly serve and love those around us just as You have loved us. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.

LP REMINDERS
● June 6-10: CentriKid Camp
● July 11-15: Student Camp
● Stay up to date with emails and/or social media for any changes on Lifepoint’s meeting times.

MEMORIZE
“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, and the
Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.’” (Luke 3:1-22)

COMMENTARY
LUKE 3:1-22
3:1 John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus by calling people to repentance and faith. In so doing John helped prepare people for
Jesus’ public ministry. God’s word apparently came to John much as it did to the Old Testament prophets. God used John as a
mouthpiece or spokesman at this crucial time in history. God commissioned John as a prophet and equipped him for the task.

3:2 With the phrase “son of Zechariah,” Luke identified John as the one born to prepare the way for the Lord (1:13-17). Obviously the
desert played a significant role in John’s life. Luke also mentioned John’s life in the desert in Luke 1:80. The reference to the desert not
only indicated John’s location; it also helped identify John as the prophetic voice promised in Isaiah 40:3. Desert places held
significance for others mentioned in the Bible, including Moses and Jesus.

3:3-6 John proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. He performed this ministry in preparation for Jesus. John
associated baptism with repentance. The Greek word translated “for” in the phrase “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins”
also could be translated “with reference to” or “as the result of.” God’s forgiveness was the result of the people’s repentance and was
symbolized in baptism. Submitting to John’s baptism demonstrated evidence of repentance and willingness to participate in the coming
kingdom of Christ. John preached a baptism that followed repentance and was a sign of that repentance. Repentance literally means “a
change of mind” toward something. John called for a change of mind toward sin. He called people to confess and turn away from their
sins and to turn to God. Baptism, then, was intended to symbolize publicly that repentance already had occurred in a person’s life.

3:7-9 Verses 7-9 record the clear warning John sounded. Luke noted that John preached to the crowds. Matthew mentioned that John
preached to the Pharisees and Sadducees (Matt. 3:7). John’s message from God was for everyone. All people need repentance. The harsh
words of these verses indicate John’s awareness of the insincerity of some who presented themselves for baptism. How did John know
that members of his audience had not repented? He saw that they had produced no fruit in keeping with repentance. John saw no
evidence of changed lives. Many Jews considered themselves in right standing with God simply because they descended from Abraham.
John reminded them of their individual accountability to God. They could rely neither on an outward ceremony of baptism nor on a
physical descent from Abraham to save them from God’s wrath against sin. Instead they must individually turn to God in repentance
and demonstrate that repentance by changed lifestyles.



3:15-18 John illustrated his inferiority to the Messiah in verse 16. The Coming One would be more powerful than John. True humility
surfaced as John expressed his unworthiness to untie the sandal thongs of the coming Christ. Only the most menial of slaves was
required to untie the sandals of his master. John did not view himself as worthy to perform the duty of the lowliest slave for the
Messiah. John the Baptist demonstrated genuine humility. As the forerunner of the Messiah, John demonstrated an appropriate attitude.
He focused on Jesus instead of drawing attention to himself.

3:21-22 Jesus was not baptized for the forgiveness of sins, as were all the other people whom John baptized. Rather, Jesus was baptized
to identify Himself and His ministry with the ministry and message of His forerunner. Prayer, especially Jesus’ praying, is a strong
emphasis of Luke’s Gospel. This is a relatively rare scriptural passage in which all three persons of the Godhead are mentioned: (1) the
Father who said, You are My beloved Son, (2) Jesus the Divine Son, who was being baptized, and (3) the Holy Spirit who was in physical
appearance like a dove. The words “You are My beloved Son” echo Psalm 2:7, while “I take delight in You” looks back to a key prophecy
of the messianic Servant in Isaiah 42:1.


