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M a y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 2  

 U N I T  9     S E S S I O N  6  

God Takes Sin Seriously 

E p h e s i a n s  2  

Key Passage:  Romans 6:23 

 

Big Picture Question:   

What is the fair payment for sin? The fair payment for sin is death. 

 

Christ Connection:  

God takes sin seriously. People deserve to die for their sins, but God loves us and sent His Son, 

Jesus, to defeat death by dying on the cross for our sins and rising from the dead. Everyone who 

trusts in Jesus has eternal life. 
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PREPARE:  P r i o r  T o  T e a c h i n g  T h e  S e s s i o n  

 

LEADER Bible Study 

 
What comes to mind when you think about sin? Consider your emotions—does the thought of 

sin make you sad? Angry? Indifferent? To fully understand the beauty of salvation and the power 

of grace, you must take sin seriously. 

Consider what our sin says about God. Sin says God may be powerful, but not enough to 

deserve ultimate authority in our lives. Sin exploits God’s mercy and disrespects His patience. Sin 

says God is not worthy of our obedience. Sin isn’t just a mistake; it is serious. Why? Our sins are first 

and foremost against an infinitely holy God. 

In Ephesians 2, Paul describes our state apart from Christ not merely as broken or flawed; he 

says we are dead in our sin. We are not simply wrong people who need to do better; rather, we 

are dead people who need to be made alive. 

God confronts this bad news with a surprising response. Look at Ephesians 2:4-5: “But God, 

who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us alive with Christ even 

though we were dead in trespasses.” 

The good news of the gospel increases in its gravity as our awareness and hatred of sin 

increases. If sin seems like no big deal, the cross is not very impressive. When we have a right 

understanding of the seriousness of our sin, the gospel is good news—the revelation that we who 

are dead in our sin can have true life as a free gift in Christ. 

As you prepare to teach, take a moment to reflect on your sin and to thank God for His 

mercy. Pray that God would graciously reveal to kids their sinful nature and desperate need for 

salvation as well as His holiness and provision of Jesus as the Savior they need. 

 

 

EPHESIANS 2 

Old life (vv. 1-3): dead, enslaved objects of wrath, walking among the disobedient, under 

Satan’s dominion 

New life (vv. 4-6): alive, enthroned, objects of grace, fellowshipping with Christ, in union with 

Christ 
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WELCOME Kids 

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 

sheets, ask kids about their week, and help new kids connect to your group. 

 

SAY   Can you think of something that has either a good or a bad consequence? What 

is it? What is the consequence?  

 

Activity Page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “The Cost of Sin” on the activity page. 

SAY      Anytime we think, say, or do something that goes against what God says is best, 

we sin. We deserve to take the punishment for our sin, but God, because of His love for 

us, created a plan to rescue people from their sins. I cannot wait to tell you about it!  

 

 

Session Starter (10 minutes) 

 

CONSEQUESNCES  

Form kids into groups of three or four kids. Distribute a set of Jenga® stacking blocks to each 

group. Direct them to stack blocks with three on each level of the tower. The blocks should be 

stacked next to each other, with the long sides of the blocks touching. Alternate the way each 

level is stacked.  

Challenge kids to complete the game by taking turns pulling one block out of the tower 

carefully, trying to keep the tower from falling. Once a kid successfully removes a block, he must 

stack the block on the top level of the tower. Kids should continue playing until the tower falls 

down. 

 

SAY    Each choice you made while playing this game had a consequence. Today’s 

Bible story reminds us that sin has consequences, but that is not where the story ends. I’m 

excited to share our story with you today!  
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LEARN:  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LEARN the Bible Story 

 
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus! 

Use The Gospel: God's Plan for Me as a reference. 

 
Key Passage Activity (10 minutes) 

 

Before the session, use a permanent marker to write the key passage as words or phrases on 

separate plastic knives. Place the prepared knives into a cup. Make one set per group of four or 

five kids. Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Romans 6:23 together. 

 

SAY   God’s Word is often compared to a sword. Let’s draw our sword and practice 

memorizing our key passage with this activity!  

 

Form kids into groups of four or five. Distribute a cup to each group. Challenge kids to pull out a 

“sword”, look at the word from the key passage, and place it in order. You might encourage 

groups to race against one another to see who can arrange the “swords” in the correct order 

the fastest.  
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LOVE:  T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LOVE God by Applying the Story 

 
Bible Skills & Review (10 minutes) 

 
Distribute Bibles and display the New Testament Mediterranean Map. Guide kids to open their 

Bibles to Ephesians 2. Explain that Paul wrote a letter to a church in Ephesus (D6). Paul wrote this 

letter during one of the times he was imprisoned for telling others about Jesus. Throughout this 

letter, Paul instructed the church about God, His view of sin, and salvation through Jesus.  

Consider comparing the map to a modern-day map to help kids understand where these 

stories took place. (Tip: Locate the area on the western side of modern-day Turkey.) 

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Ephesians 2:1-5. 

SAY        Salvation from sin is not something we can earn. We cannot follow enough rules 

or behave just right to earn God’s favor. Salvation has nothing to do with our own works. 

Salvation comes through Jesus alone. We trust in Him and His finished work. Salvation is a 

free gift from God available to anyone who wants it.   

 

 

Group Discussion (10 minutes) 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss. 

 

SAY     Does God ever allow sin to go unpunished?   

 

Lead kids to recall that God is just, which means He always does what is right. God takes sin 

seriously, so seriously that He sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment of sin for those who trust 

Him as their Savior. Sometimes it can look as though God has left some sin unpunished, but there 

is a day coming when God will punish all sin and make everything right, the way He intended.  

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rev. 21:4.) 

 

SAY     How did Jesus pay for our sin?    

 

Prompt kids to discuss that when Jesus died on the cross, He took on the sins of the world. He was 

the only One who could do this since He is the perfect, sinless Son of God. He died in our place. 

He took on our sin and gave us His righteousness. When we trust Jesus as Savior, God sees that 

our sin has been paid for by His Son. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 103:12.) 

 

SAY     Who can be saved?   

 

Guide kids to recognize that God offers the gift of salvation to everyone. The Bible says that 

God’s love for the whole world is what caused Him to send His Son, Jesus, to be the Rescuer. 

There is no one too sinful or too far away from God to be saved. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 5:8.) 
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LIVE:  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LIVE the Mission 

 
Activity Choice (10 minutes) 

SIN DEMONSTRATION    

 

Remind kids of the key passage they have been memorizing—Romans 6:23.  

FOLLOW THE NEXT FEW PAGES FOR INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO TALK KIDS ABOUT SIN, 

FORGIVNESS, AND REPENTANCE. 

  

SAY    The Bible tells us that we all have sin. Nothing we do can make ourselves clean.  Only 

Jesus can wash away our sins so we can live with God forever.  

 
 

 

 

 

Reflection and Prayer (5 minutes) 

Guide kids to think about and answer the questions listed below: 

 

 What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 

 What does the story teach me about myself? 

 Are there any commands in this story to obey?  

How are they for God’s glory and my good? 

 Are there promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God? 

 How does this story help me to live on mission better? 

 

Pray with your group! 

Lord, thank You for your love, mercy, and grace. Even when we were living in sin, You sent 

Your Son to save us. Help us share this good news with those around us. Amen.    

 

 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the activity page so that parents can 

see what their kids have been learning. 
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Materials: 

 4 clear/glass bowls;  

 water-based paint;  

 chocolate syrup,  

 crushed crackers or cereal,  

 clean water 

 Paper Towels 

Preparation: Put one messy item per bowl. Put enough in each bowl so that you can cover at 

least half, or more, of your hand. Be able to clean your hand in the water bowl. 

 

{Show the 4 bowls.} 

The Bible tells us that we have all sinned. We were born into sin.  

{Put your hand into the bowl of paint.} 

 

As we grow and learn, we do wrong things. We make selfish decisions. Sometimes we are mean 

to other people. We disobey our parents. We think bad things in our minds. 

{Put your hand in the chocolate syrup.} 

 

 

 

https://www.futureflyingsaucers.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Acts-19-1.jpg
https://www.futureflyingsaucers.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Acts-19-2.jpg
https://www.futureflyingsaucers.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Acts-19-3.jpg


Older Kids Leader Guide 

 

Sin is messy. And it clings to us. And it grows. 

{Put your hand in the crushed crackers.} 

 

[Ask:] Can my hand clean itself? [No] 

{Carefully shake your hand, or slide it across the top of a bowl. DON’T use the water bowl.} 

There is nothing my hand can do to clean off all the yucky stuff. There is nothing you or I can do 

to cleanse ourselves of sin. 

 

The Bible tells us that is we confess Jesus with our mouth, then we will be saved. 

[Ask:] 

 Saved from what? [Our sins. The Bible also tells us that if we confess our sins, Jesus is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us, or cleanse us, from all 

unrighteousness.] 

 

 What is unrighteousness? [Anything we say, think, or do that goes against God’s law] 

 

 What does it mean to confess? [Be honest about the wrong done and tell God, and 

sometimes others, about it.] 

 

 [Ask:] 

 Have you ever stopped doing something because it was wrong, or it could hurt you or 

someone else? [Allow for answers] 

 

 Is there something you need to stop doing because it does not please God? [Lead a 

discussion about activities that might be ok by the world’s standards, but not ok by 

God’s. Examples – watching violent movies or video games, teasing children who look or 

act differently, wearing clothes because they are popular, reading comic books too 

much and not doing a quiet Bible reading time, etc.] 

 

 

 

https://www.futureflyingsaucers.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Acts-19-4.jpg
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Once we believe in Jesus, we need to be sure that every part of our life is pleasing to Him.We 

need to confess our sins to Him. Jesus is the only one who can make us right before God. 

{Put your hand in the clean water and wash it.} 

 

Jesus cleans us. We cannot do it by ourselves. Repentance is so much more than “just being or 

feeling sorry.” We must have a change of heart.  This means choosing to live for Jesus and NOT 

living for ourselves. It’s fighting against the fleshly desires with the armor of God. We should be 

protecting ourselves from the lies of this world. It’s desiring to do what God wants, and not what 

we want. 

We need to stay focused on Jesus as the Holy Spirit teaches us what is good and pleasing to the 

Lord. And if we mess up and sin (which we will), then we must take action by confessing our sins 

and then being obedient to the Lord. 

 

 

https://www.futureflyingsaucers.com/are-you-dressed-ephesians-610-17/
https://www.futureflyingsaucers.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Acts-19-5.jpg

