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Commentary  

  

Context- Paul taught in Ephesus for three years and had an open door to communicate the Gospel while he was there. At 
this point in his ministry he was heading to Jerusalem and wanted to see the elders from Ephesus. The Lord had let Paul 
know that he would be imprisoned and face affliction when he got to Jerusalem. Paul wanted to encourage the elders and 
see them one last time before he went.  
 

 
Acts 20:17-19 – Paul meets the elders in Miletus and shares his heart with the leaders. He starts by appealing to the fact 
that they watched how he lived. Paul was confident that the way he lived spoke volumes about what he believed. His life 
was his credibility. He shares that he lived as a humble servant of the Lord. This is a great example to us. Our life needs 
to be consistent with what we believe about Jesus. Our life gives our words credibility. Further, we are all humble 
servants. If anyone should be at the top of the Christian organizational chart, right after Jesus, would be Paul, right? 
Actually, Paul considered himself to be the least of the Apostles (1 Cor 15:9). This is a great example to us as well. 
 
 
Acts 20:20-21 – Paul made Jesus known to the people of Ephesus by testifying to them publicly and house to house. He 
consistently pointed them to the Gospel message, that they need repentance toward God and to have faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He didn’t shrink back from teaching them the whole council of God. This is what Jesus commands us to do. 
To teach other everything that he taught the disciples. This takes boldness in order to not shrink back. We make our lives 
count by making His name known. God uses our words as we share the Gospel to make an eternal impact. 
 
 
Acts 20:22-24 – Paul didn’t count his life as more important than the mission of pointing others toward Jesus. He wasn’t as concerned 

with his own life as he was in completing his mission of preaching the Gospel. He wrote the letter to the Philippians from prison after 
this encounter here in Acts 20. He wrote that to him, to live is Christ and to dies is gain (Phil 1:21). He knew that if he lived he could go 
on sharing the Gospel and encouraging the church. At the same time, he was convinced that it would be better to be with Jesus. That 
attitude is so powerful. He didn’t want to slow down and enjoy life, he wanted to press on with the preaching of the Gospel till his last 
breath. This is challenging to us who want so dearly to enjoy our life and to be completely comfortable.  

 
 
Application – We can make our lives count as we make His name known. We all have this opportunity and there is 
nothing more exciting than living on mission with the Lord. The only thing that hinders us is our desire to be comfortable 
and in control. Yet, every believer wants to make an impact. This internal battle is what keeps us from making a difference 
in the eternal battles. We must remember that Jesus was fully surrendered and God used His life to impact us all.  
 

 
Resources that might be helpful: 
 
 

https://youtu.be/bpA46ZLWGCM Acts 20:17-21:14 - Skip Heitzig (60 mins) He covers our passage in the first half 
 

Paul at Ephesus (biblestudy.org) Article about Paul’s time in Ephesus 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/bpA46ZLWGCM
https://www.biblestudy.org/apostlepaul/life-epistles-of-apostle-paul/paul-at-ephesus.html


Paul  

                                                

Introduction Use this time to introduce the topic of discussion (Icebreaker, optional game, a prayer) 

  

Understanding Unpack the biblical text to discover what the scripture says about the topic  

 
Background: Paul is heading to Jerusalem and wanted to meet with the elders from Ephesus one last time to encourage them 
 
Acts 20:17-19 – Paul is letting the elders know that his life is an example of being a servant of the Lord 
Q. Why is it difficult when we find out that a public figure or celebrity is living a life of hypocrisy? 
Q. What is it that makes a person credible? How do we determine if someone is credible in what they say? 

Q. When Paul states that, “you know how I lived among you”, why would that add credibility to his words? 
Q. What do you think Paul meant when he said that he served the Lord with all humility? 
Q. How does this challenge us to have our lives match our words? In what way is this difficult for us? 
Point: The credibility of your words comes from how you live 
Leader story: Tell of a time that someone inspired you to be more faithful to Jesus by the way you witnessed them live 
   
   
Acts 20:20-21 – Paul made Jesus known to the Ephesians by declaring the Gospel to them w/o hesitation 
Q. What does it mean to shrink back from teaching about Jesus?  
Q. Paul spoke about how he is not ashamed of the Gospel in Romans 1:16. Why would anyone be ashamed of the Gospel? 
Q. Why did Paul make the Gospel the central message of everything he taught? 
Q. How do we make our lives count by sharing the Gospel with others?  
Point: We all have an opportunity to make our lives count  
 
 
Acts 20:22-24 – Paul didn’t count his life as more important than the mission to point people toward Jesus 
Q. Describe what you would like life to look like during your “golden” years?  
Q. How would you know if you are making your life to be more important than the mission of sharing the Gospel? 
Q. What would your life look like if you made sharing the Gospel more important than your own life? 
Q. What would have to happen to make us want to live a life like Paul did? 
Point: Paul had clarity about the value of his life 
 
          

Application Help your group identify how the truths from the scripture passage apply directly to their lives 

Q. What is the one thing we discussed tonight that really spoke to you? 

 
 

Take away Help the members of the group to develop an action plan for the application point 

Q. What is one step you could take this week in order to grow in your relationship with the Lord? 

 

Core Values highlight of the week 

 

Reaching Priority 

ACTS 1:8 “WE ARE MISSIONARIES” 
We believe that part of our responsibility is to advance God’s Kingdom in the world starting in Delaware County, then to the Midwest, 
and then to the world. We are called to care for our neighborhoods as well as for the nations. We seek to welcome, send, go, and 
mobilize to the ends of the earth. 

 
 
Prayer requests Take a moment to pray with your group 

   

Lifepoint reminders 
* Easter service is 8, 9:30, 11. We are going to add an 8:00 service moving forward till Memorial day 

* WOW offering is:  online from 4/3-4/10 

 


