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Commentary  

  

Context- Paul is writing a 2
nd

 letter to Timothy from prison. It is possible that this is his last letter that we have record of. 
Paul trained Timothy to be a leader in the early church and poured his life into him. The letter gives us vital truths and 
insights into Paul and we can see clearly the types of things that he taught Timothy. We get to learn to follow Jesus as we 
see Paul continue to teach Timothy. 
 

 
2 Timothy 2:8 – Paul writes to Timothy concerning his circumstances and gives us insight into his way of thinking. He 
wants Timothy to know that he remembers Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. This fact is essential to understanding 
how Paul faced death so many times with a certainty that He would see Jesus on the other side. Jesus is fully God and 
yet fully man. He is a descendant of David. God was faithful to His word when He promised to keep a King from David’s 
line on the throne forever. The faithfulness of God is something that we can hold tightly to. Jesus is the picture of the 
faithfulness of God in spite of any circumstance that we face. 
 
 
2 Timothy 2:9 – Paul reminds Timothy that he is suffering and bound in the chains of a criminal, yet he his excited that the 
Word of God is not bound. This shows that Paul is willing to let go of the things that bring him comfort or a sense of 
control. He cherished that others were hearing the Word of God as more important than his own sense of safety. This had 
to be a challenge to Timothy to continue to follow Jesus in obedience regardless of what happens to Paul or even to 
himself. Timothy will have to let go of his own sense of control in order to be obedient to what the Lord has called him to.  
 
 
2 Timothy 2:10 – Paul continues as he tells Timothy that he endures everything in order that some will become followers of Jesus. 

Paul goes toward those who need to hear the message of the Gospel and doesn’t consider that the struggles he faces are equal to the 
importance of the task. This is the essential message that he is teaching his protégé and wants him to emulate. To go to those who 
need to hear the Gospel. This is a great challenge to Timothy and to all of us. We need to consider who God is sending us to go to.  

 
 
Application – “Every follower of Jesus can journey “to the ends of the earth” by holding tight, giving up, and going to”. This 
was the challenge to Timothy and to every follower of Jesus. We need to consider how God might want us to join His 
mission and leverage our lives for the most important message that everyone needs to hear. We have a tendency to 
shrink back in fear, to cling to our own lives and to try to be as comfortable as possible. God is calling us to something 
much greater than that. We can make our lives count as we make His name known! 
 

 

Resources that might be helpful: 
 
 

https://youtu.be/NsRD-wirBBg Paul’s Message and Ministry (2 Timothy 2:8-10) Pastor JB Bond (23 mins)  
 

Paul and Timothy | Fuller Seminary Article about the relationship between Paul and Timothy 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/NsRD-wirBBg
https://www.fuller.edu/next-faithful-step/resources/paul-and-timothy/


Paul  

                                                

Introduction Use this time to introduce the topic of discussion (Icebreaker, optional game, a prayer) 

  

Understanding Unpack the biblical text to discover what the scripture says about the topic  

 
Background: The church has been growing in Jerusalem until a mass persecution breaks out and the people scatter. 
 
2 Timothy 2:8 – Paul remembers that Jesus Christ is of most importance in his life 

Q. What are the things in life that we hold tightly to? Can you give an example from your life? 
Q. What does it mean to hold tightly to Jesus?  
Q. In what way is it important to remember that Jesus is fully God (He rose from the dead) and fully man (offspring of David)? 
Q. How does holding tightly to Jesus give us confidence to follow Him even when it is uncomfortable? 
Point: We need to hold tight to Jesus 
 

     
2 Timothy 2:9 – Paul is suffering as a criminal just for being obedient to the Lord 

Q. How does Paul seem to have such a positive attitude even though he is in prison just for following the Lord? 
Q. How do you think that you would feel if you were in his position? 
Q. Why do you think Paul found joy that his imprisonment didn’t stop the Word of God from spreading? 
Q. In what way does our need to be and feel in control hinder our ability to be obedient to the Lord? 
Point: We need to give up control  
 

 
2 Timothy 2:10 – Paul was willing to endure any circumstance in order to share the Gospel with others 

Q. What do you think Paul means by “endure everything”? What do you think his limit might be? 
Q. What does it look like for us to “endure everything” in order for God to use us so that others might hear the Gospel? 
Q. Why is it so difficult for us to be bold in sharing news that everyone needs to hear? 
Q. Tells us how God used someone in your life to hear the Gospel so that you would come to faith in Jesus? 
Point: We need to go toward those who need to hear the truth of the Gospel 
Leader story: Tell the story of how God used others in your life that led to you becoming a follower of Jesus 
 
          

Application Help your group identify how the truths from the scripture passage apply directly to their lives 

Q. What is the one thing we discussed tonight that really spoke to you? 

 
 

Take away Help the members of the group to develop an action plan for the application point 

Q. What is one step you could take this week in order to grow in your relationship with the Lord? 

 

Core Values highlight of the week 

 

Reaching Priority 

ACTS 1:8 “WE ARE MISSIONARIES” 
We believe that part of our responsibility is to advance God’s Kingdom in the world starting in Delaware County, then to the Midwest, 
and then to the world. We are called to care for our neighborhoods as well as for the nations. We seek to welcome, send, go, and 
mobilize to the ends of the earth. 

 
 
Prayer requests Take a moment to pray with your group 

   

Lifepoint reminders 
* Easter service is 8, 9:30, 11. We are going to add an 8:00 service moving forward till Memorial day 

* WOW offering is April 3
rd

 (online from 4/3-4/10) 

 


