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Vocabulary for IELTS
Vocabulary covers 25% of marks for IELTS writing and speaking tests and it also plays a key
role in reading and listening. To crack IELTS, especially its writing and speaking sections,
one must be confident about his/her vocabulary. There can be several ways to imbibe a
flexible use of a wide range of vocabulary in your English language skills, from reading
extensively to practicing exercises and word lists. However, we must practice the way that
is most comfortable for each one of us.
E Vocabulary plays quite an important role in the IELTS Exam. If you are preparing for
IELTS, treat vocabulary like your best friend.
E The reason, why you should work hard on Vocabulary, is the amount of marks weight
age given to vocabulary in the IELTS test.
E It constitutes 25% of your marks in Speaking & Writing Section and helps a lot in
Reading & listening sections.
E Vocabulary in IELTS Writing & Speaking test helps to curate your ideas better.
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Ways to build IELTS Vocabulary

IELTS vocabulary building is the most basic job before your IELTS test if you are going
to hunt high scores. Students usually ask the same question: What tips can help us
save time and effort and improve the efficiency of vocabulary building. It isn't a
simple job to master IELTS vocabulary in a short time. Here we share 20 tips with
you, read them carefully, and follow them as possible. Your IELTS words will be
improved quickly.

Æ Keep going. Even if only 10 new words a day, it is a great asset if you never stop.
This is the most important point in all tips.

Æ Review on the second and third day for each new word before you forget it.
Looking for the right software to help you manage your reviewing.

Æ Do not follow alphabet orders like A-Z, start from S and T. These words are more
frequent in tests. This works for those who are in a very narrow time frame.
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Ways to build IELTS Vocabulary
Æ Repetition is more important than time-consuming. Rather than spend ten minutes a word,

you should review ten times, each one minute. It means you shouldn't know everything of a
word, just get its common definitions.

Æ Write and read, don’t just see it when reviewing. Your mouth and ear are part of you; they
also can help you familiarize new words.

Æ Never give up. Everyone once forgets words, more or less. Just study it again, review in a
narrow frequency. You may use vocabulary cards to revisit known words and restart
forgotten words.

Æ Divide vocabulary into common words and positive words; reading vocabulary belongs to the
former category. You know them is enough; the latter category probably will be used in
writing and speaking. You have to write and say them. You may need a tutor or reference
book to categorize the vocabulary.

Æ Use of learning tools, like IELTS 1200 Words in 30 Days on this site. The proper tool saves you
lots of time. We believe the right tools are important as the same as the right tutor in IELTS
vocabulary building.
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Word Meaning Usage
Absence lack, unavailability Absence makes the heart grow fonder.

Academic scholastic Ivy league colleges accept students with an academically strong 
background.

Boundary bounds, confines It is important to draw boundaries with friends and relatives.

Borrow take I routinely borrow books from the library.
Characteristic typical Beautiful branches are characteristic of Goa and Kerala.

Dialogue conversation The counselor tried to initiate a dialogue between the fighting 
couple.

Embrace accept Matilda learnt to embrace her flaws.
Foriegn overseas On her 15th birthday, Ravi’s parents took him for a foriegn tour.

Generate produce, cause The boss asked her interns to generate ideas for her new projects.

Highlight call attention to The report highlighted the various discrepancies in the finance.

List of useful IELTS Vocabulary



O

V
O

C
A

BU
LA

RY
 

FO
R

 IE
LT

S

VOCABULARY FOR IELTS

Word Meaning Usage
Incorporate include It is important to incorporate fruits and vegetables into the diet.
Justify defend, maintain The politician tried to justify his actions in his speech.
Knowledge understanding, 

comprehension
The science professor has a great deal of knowledge in his 
subject.

Language speech, 
vernacular

The speaker had a great command over her language.

Margin edge, gap The MP won the election by a great margin.

Neighbourhood area, locality Tina lives in a friendly neighbourhood.

Obligation responsibility She retired after fulfilling all her professional obligations.

Portray depict The film portrayed women in a very bad light.

Qualify be eligible India qualified for the finals in the T20 tournament.

Refused decline The officer refused to take bribes from employees.

List of useful IELTS Vocabulary
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Word Meaning Usage
Scream shriek Last night, Nadia heard someone scream from the neighbouring 

house.

Tactic strategy The military used tactics to capture the terrorist.

Undergo undertake The athlete had to undergo surgery before participating in the 
tournament.

Violation breach Stalking somebody is a violation of their privacy.

Weather climate She couldn’t attend the wedding due to bad weather.

Yell scold, scream Janet yelled at her driver for stealing money.

Zone area Rhea’s car got towed because she parked it in the no parking 
zone.

Weather climate She couldn’t attend the wedding due to bad weather.

List of useful IELTS Vocabulary
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IELTS Vocabulary Practice Task #1
Match the meanings with the words given below:

1. Making a long journey on foot
2. A kind of literary work written in short lines
3. A prior arrangement to meet
4. A dangerous but exciting activity
5. A kind of sport practiced with a bow and arrows
6. A type of board game played with dice and disk-shaped pieces
7. A short visit
8. Extra, additional
9. A type of sport practiced in rivers that flow fast
10. Something you believe to be a good thing to do

suggestion backgammon adventure supplementary trip

rafting poem hiking appointment archery
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IELTS Vocabulary Practice Task #1
Match the meanings with the words given below: (Answers)

1. Making a long journey on foot - hiking
2. A kind of literary work written in short lines - poem
3. A prior arrangement to meet - appointment
4. A dangerous but exciting activity - adventure
5. A kind of sport practiced with a bow and arrows - archery
6. A type of board game played with dice and disk-shaped pieces - backgammon
7. A short visit - trip
8. Extra, additional – supplementary
9. A type of sport practiced in rivers that flow fast - rafting
10. Something you believe to be a good thing to do - suggestion

suggestion backgammon adventure supplementary trip

rafting poem hiking appointment archery
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IELTS Vocabulary Quiz #2
Match the words with their definitions:

Word Definition

1. absently a. to behave in an ostentatious way to impress others

2. brag b. a face seen from the side

3. even out c. without paying attention

4. hold out for d. to tell about your own achievements

5. lame e. useless facts

6. marvel f. to insist on something

7. negligence g. to come into balance

8. profile h. carelessness

9. illiterate i. to be amazed

10. show off j. one who cannot read or write
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IELTS Vocabulary Quiz #2
Match the words with their definitions: (Answers)

Word Definition

1. absently a. to behave in an ostentatious way to impress others

2. brag b. a face seen from the side

3. even out c. without paying attention

4. hold out for d. to tell about your own achievements

5. lame e. useless facts

6. marvel f. to insist on something

7. negligence g. to come into balance

8. profile h. carelessness

9. illiterate i. to be amazed

10. show off j. one who cannot read or write

10

8

1

2

5

4

3

7

6

9
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IELTS Vocabulary Practice Task #3

dynamic elegant obstinate unfavorable

dishonest obedient irresponsible fearless

tolerance impatient

Fill in the blanks using the words given below:

1. I don't expect him to change his mind because I know he is very obstinate.

2. If you want to shop for the latest fashions or expensive souvenirs in New York City, go to Fifth Avenue. It 
is full of ---- shops.

3. Our teacher is a(n) ---- person, so she easily captivates the interest and attention of the students while 
she is teaching.

4. My father gets angry with us whenever we make a mistake. He has no ---- for mistakes.

5. Teachers like ---- students who never break their rules.
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IELTS Vocabulary Practice Task #3

dynamic elegant obstinate unfavorable

dishonest obedient irresponsible fearless

tolerance impatient

Fill in the blanks using the words given below:

6. We couldn't see the meteor shower last night because of the ---- weather conditions.

7. You should wait for your turn. You'd better not be so ----.

8. Tom is so ----; he never does his homework and never keeps to his promises.

9. Sarven is so ---- that he sometimes puts his life at risk.

10. Mrs. Smith always tells her daughter not to marry a(n) ---- man, who lies and cheats.
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IELTS Vocabulary Practice Task #3

dynamic elegant obstinate unfavorable

dishonest obedient irresponsible fearless

tolerance impatient

Fill in the blanks using the words given below: (Answers)

1. I don't expect him to change his mind because I know he is very obstinate.

2. If you want to shop for the latest fashions or expensive souvenirs in New York City, go to Fifth Avenue. It 
is full of elegant shops.

3. Our teacher is a(n) dynamic person, so she easily captivates the interest and attention of the students 
while she is teaching.

4. My father gets angry with us whenever we make a mistake. He has no tolerance for mistakes.

5. Teachers like obedient students who never break their rules.
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IELTS Vocabulary Practice Task #3

dynamic elegant obstinate unfavorable

dishonest obedient irresponsible fearless

tolerance impatient

Fill in the blanks using the words given below: (Answers)

6. We couldn't see the meteor shower last night because of the unfavourable weather conditions.

7. You should wait for your turn. You'd better not be so impatient.

8. Tom is so irresponsible; he never does his homework and never keeps to his promises.

9. Sarven is so fearless that he sometimes puts his life at risk.

10. Mrs. Smith always tells her daughter not to marry a(n) dishonest man, who lies and cheats.


