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Welcome
We rejoice in the presence of guests during this holy season of Advent.  We welcome all who 
have chosen to be with us today, especially our guests. Whether you are here while visiting 
family or friends or you are seeking a church home, we are honored by your presence. St. 
Paul’s is a vibrant parish with many opportunities to grow in faith through worship, formation, 
outreach and fellowship. To introduce yourself and learn more about our mission and 
ministries, please fill out a welcome card and place it in the offering basket.

About the Service
Advent invites us both to call out to God and to wait for God to fulfill his promises to us. Acknowledging that the human 
soul can only be healed from outside itself, by being loved and held, the prayers, hymns, and anthems of Advent cry out 
to God to come and save us from ourselves and our propensity to injure the world and each other.

You can hear this longing to be made complete in what are known as the “O Antiphons.” These 
short prayers, historically connected to the Magnificat, are ancient poetic invocations to God. 
They cry out to our Creator, praying that we might finally be seen for who we really are, 
full of shadow and light. This recognition is known as “judgment” and it is, ultimately, 
a liberating and joyful theme of the Advent season. At the same time, we ask that we 
be embraced with a mercy that will lead us into a fresh and hopeful future. Advent is 
therefore a time of attentiveness and patience, watching and waiting, as we try to tune 
our hearts to the harmonies of heaven, alert to God’s presence among us.

For the Christian all things are as yet unfinished. The pattern of this Advent service in its 
seven different sections reflects faith’s growing anticipation, both of the first coming of 
Christ and of that day when the prayer “Thy Kingdom come” is finally and fully answered. 
(Text adapted from St. John’s College Chapel, Cambridge, UK)

This evening’s service is patterned after the forms of the evening Offices of Vespers and Matins of the ancient Church, 
and is also inspired by the annual Advent Carol Service held at St. John’s College Chapel at the University of Cambridge 
in England. It begins with the ancient worship practice of procession–a ritual progression through the church space 
serving as a physical metaphor for our faith journey.

Giving
Thank you for your continued financial support to St. Paul’s and our ministries. Tonight’s offering is designated 
for the Youth Choir Fund and our upcoming Pilgrimage to England. You can easily make a contribution by 
visiting this link:  https://www.stpaulsws.org or by placing your gifts in the basket located at entrance.

The front cover photo is from Artokoloro/purchased from Alamy.  
Angel from the Annunciation to the Virgin, Jacopo Tintoretto, 1560 - 1585.
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VOLUNTARY |  Two Chorale Preludes on Savior of the nations, come!                                   Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)
                                                                                                                                                                                     J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

The congregation remains seated as the Choir sings the Introit.

INTROIT  

 I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a great cloud covering the whole earth.
 Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to save thy people Israel?
 High and low, rich and poor, one with another, go ye out to meet him and say:
 Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep,
 Tell us, art thou he that should come?
 Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
 I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a great cloud covering the whole earth.
 Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to save thy people Israel?

Words: First Responsory of Advent Sunday for Matins    
Music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina  (1525-1594), adapted by  Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)

All stand 
BIDDING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, the season of Advent bids us prepare ourselves both for the celebration of Christ’s nativi-
ty, and also for the day when he shall come to judge the hearts of us all.  

In word and music we will give voice to the hope set forth in the scriptures, that God’s kingdom will come; 
and, with John the Baptist and the Blessed Virgin Mary, we will prepare for its coming, celebrating its dawn-
ing in the birth, life, and death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

But first let us pray for those who, by reason of their adversity, yearn especially for its coming: the hungry 
and the homeless, the sick and the sorrowful, the lonely and the unloved; those who sit in the darkness of 
despair or who walk in the shadow of death. Let us pray for the leaders of the nations and for all who strive 
for the establishment of justice, righteousness, and peace; and, that it may bear witness to this hope in a 
world divided by wrath and sorrow, let us pray for the well-being and unity of Christ’s body, the Church.

Let us then pray for the coming of God’s kingdom, in the words our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name; 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting. Amen. 
     
                    

I. Good News in Exile
Minister  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
   Son of Man cometh.

Minister  The glory of the Lord shall be revealed:
All   And all flesh shall see it together.

COLLECT

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

ANTIPHON | O Sapientia

 Minister O Wisdom, which hast come out of the mouth of the Most High, and mightily 
   orderest all things:
 All  Come and teach us the way of wisdom.

All sit 
THE FIRST READING | Isaiah 11: 1 – 9 
 
The Prophet speaks of a righteous Judge who will come from the line of David.

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. And the 
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He 
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge 
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and 
the bear shall feed; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The sucking 
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child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They 
shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea.

ANTHEM  Sung by the choir

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness.
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people; my salvation shall not tarry.
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions:
Fear not, for I will save thee, for I am the Lord thy God:
The Holy One of Israel, thy redeemer.
Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Words: Advent Prose (Rorate cœli) Aurelius Prudentius (4th century)      
Music: Plainsong, Tone I,  Origin unknown 

PSALM 130 |   De profundis

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; *
  let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, *
  O Lord, who could stand?

3 For there is forgiveness with you; *
  therefore you shall be feared.
 
4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; *
  in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning, *
  more than watchmen for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, *
  For with the Lord there is mercy;

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *
  and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
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All stand and sing 
HYMN | Savior of the Nations

II. The Word of God 
Minister  O people of Zion, behold the Lord is nigh at hand to redeem the nations, and in 
  the gladness of your heart, the Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard.

Minister Declare his honor unto the nations:
All  And his wonders unto all people.

COLLECT

Almighty God, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: grant that we may in such 
wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience, and comfort of thy holy Word, 
we may embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. Amen.

ANTIPHON |  O Adonaï

 Minister O Adonai, Deliverer of the house of Israel, who in Sinai didst give the 
   Law to Moses:
 All  Come and deliver us with an outstretched arm.

Words: Martin Luther (1483-1546) after Ambrose of Milan (340-397) tr. William M. Reynolds (1812-1876) and James Waring McCrady (b.1938)
Music: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, melody from Erfurt Enchiridia, 1524
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All sit
THE SECOND READING | St. Luke 4: 14 – 21

The words of the Prophet Isaiah are fulfilled by Jesus Christ.

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee, and a report concerning him went out through all 
the surrounding country. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and he went to the synagogue, as his custom was, 
on the sabbath day. And he stood up to read; and there was given to him the book of the prophet Isaiah. He 
opened the book and found the place where it was written, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
And he closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him.
And he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

 

PSALM 119: 105-112  |  Lucerna pedibus meis

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet *
  and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined *
  to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; *
  preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, *
  and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, *
  yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, *
  but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; *
  truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes *
  for ever and to the end.
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All stand and sing

HYMN 60 | Creator of the stars of night                                 

Words: Latin, 9th cent,: ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Music: Conditor alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4
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III. The Prophetic  Call
Minister Behold, I will send my messenger and he shall prepare the way before me.

Minister Prepare ye the way of the Lord:
All   Make his paths straight. 

COLLECT

O Merciful God, who didst send thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 
for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

ANTIPHON| O Radix Jesse

 Minister O Root of Jesse, standing as a banner for the people, whom the nations shall seek:
 All  Come and deliver us, and tarry not. 
 
All sit 
THE THIRD READING | Isaiah 40: 1 – 9 

The Prophet gives words of comfort to a people in exile, and speaks of the messenger who will prepare God’s way.

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she 
has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall be-
come level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people is grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the 
word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 
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PSALM 85: 8-13 | Benedixisti, Domine

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
  for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
  that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
  and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
  and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
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All stand and sing

HYMN 67 | Comfort, comfort ye my people

Words: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684): tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.
Music: Psalm 42, melody Claude Goudimel (1514-1572)
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IV. The Peaceable Kingdom
Minister And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and 
   the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

Minister For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord,
All   As the waters cover the sea. 
 
COLLECT

O Almighty God kindle, we beseech thee, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with thy wisdom 
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility thy dominion may increase till the 
earth is filled with the knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

ANTIPHON | O Clavis David
 
 Minister O Key of David, that openest and no man shutteth, and shuttest and no man openeth:
 All  Come and set the prisoner free.

All sit. 
THE FOURTH READING |  Micah 4: 1 – 4 

The prophet’s vision of the last days and God’s holy mountain.

It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as 
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it, and many 
nations shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall sit every one under his vine and under his fig tree, and 
none shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.

 

PSALM 46: 9 – 12  | Deus noster refugium

9 Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, *
  what awesome things he has done on earth.

10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *
  he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
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11 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

12 The Lord of hosts is with us; *
  The God of Jacob is our stronghold.

ANTHEM                                                   
Never weather-beaten saile, more willing bent to shore,
Never tyred pilgrims limbs affected slumber more
Then my wearied spright now longs to flye out of my troubled brest:
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soule to rest.

Ever-blooming are the ioyes of Heav’ns high paradice.
Cold age deafes not there our eares, nor vapour dims our eyes:
Glory there the sun outshines, whose beames the blessèd onely see:
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my spright to thee.

Words and Music: Thomas Campion (1567 – 1620) 

V. The Healing of the Nations
All stand 
Minister Be of good cheer, O my children, cry unto the Lord, and he will deliver you from 
   the power and hand of the enemies. 

Minister For I sent you out with mourning and weeping:
All   But God will give you to me again with joy and gladness for ever. 

COLLECT

O Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, and no 
strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad thy Spirit, that all peoples may be gath-
ered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 

ANTIPHON | O Oriens
 
 Minister O Day-Spring, Brightness of Light Everlasting, and Sun of Righteousness:
 All  Come and enlighten them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death.
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All sit 
THE FIFTH READING | Baruch 4:36 – 5:5

 The Scribe Baruch encourages the exiled people by proclaiming that their salvation is near to hand.

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God!
Behold, your sons are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and west, at the 
word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God.
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for ever the beauty of the glory 
from God.
Put on the robe of the righteousness from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting.
For God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven.
For your name will for ever be called by God, “Peace of righteousness and glory of godliness.”
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height and look toward the east, and see your children gathered from 
west and east, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them.

PSALM 121 | Levavi oculos

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
  from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the Lord, *
  the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved *
  and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
  shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; *
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
  nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *
  it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
  from this time forth evermore.
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All stand and sing  
HYMN 57   | Lo! he comes with clouds descending

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Helmsley, melody Augustine Arne (1710-1778)
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VI. The Unexpected Hour
Minister And they will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
   great glory.

Minister Watch, therefore:
All   For you know neither the day nor the hour. 

THE COLLECT

We beseech thee, Almighty God, to purify our consciences by thy daily visitation, that when thy Son our Lord 
cometh he may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

ANTIPHON | O Rex Gentium

 Minister O King of the Nations, and their desire; the Corner-Stone who makest 
   reconciliation:
 All  Come and save mankind, whom thou hast formed of clay.

All sit 
THE SIXTH READING  |  I Thessalonians 5: 1-11

The Apostle Paul encourages us to keep vigilant for the coming of Christ at an unexpected hour. 

But as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to you. For you 
yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
When people say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as travail 
comes upon a woman with child, and there will be no escape. 
But you are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light and chil-
dren of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 
So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, 
and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But, since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, 
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we wake or sleep we 
might live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
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PSALM 24 | Domini est terra

 1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, *
   the world and all who dwell therein.

 2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas *
   and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.

 3 Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? *
   and who can stand in his holy place?

 4 Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, *
   who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, nor sworn by what is a fraud.

 5 They shall receive a blessing from the Lord *
   and a just reward from the God of their salvation.

 6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, *
   of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.
 
 7 Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
   and the King of glory shall come in.

 8 Who is this king of glory? *
   The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.

 9 Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
   and the King of glory shall come in.

 10 Who is this king of glory? *
   The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.

ANTHEM | Keep your lamps                     
 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning: the time is drawing nigh!
Children don’t get weary ’til your work is done.
Christian journey soon be over: the time is drawing nigh.

Traditional Spiritual, arr. André Thomas (b.1952)
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VII. The God Bearer
All stand 
Minister Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Son, and they shall call 
   his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, “God with us.” 
 
Minister Unto us a child is born:
All   Unto us a Son is given.

THE COLLECT

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts, that we who have known the incarnation of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought unto the 
glory of his resurrection; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen.

ANTIPHON | O Emmanuel

Minister O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, the desire of the nations:
All  Come and save us, O Lord our God.

All sit 
THE SEVENTH READING |   St. Luke 1: 26 - 38

 The Angel Gabriel appears to the Virgin Mary and announces that she shall bear the Son of God.
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin be-
trothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be, since I have no husband?” 
And the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.”
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her.



 19

All stand
ANTIPHON | O Virgo virginum

 Minister O Virgin of Virgins, how shall this take place?
 All  Neither before thee was there any like thee, nor after.

MAGNIFICAT  
 
 My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
 For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
 For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
 For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
 And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
 He hath shewed strength with his arm: 
  he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
 He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
 He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
 He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
  as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Music: Joanna Forbes L’Estrange (b. 1971)

 Minister Daughters of Jerusalem, why marvel ye at me?
 All  The thing which ye behold is a divine mystery.

THE VESPER RESPONSORY

V.  Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed:
R.  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
V.  Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord.
R.  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
V.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
R.  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
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THE COLLECT FOR ADVENT

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who livest and reignest with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

ADVENT BLESSING

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light 
of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and con-
stant in love. Amen

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer,  at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen
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Sung by all  
HYMN 56 | O come, O come Emmanuel                     

ORGAN VOLUNTARY
All remain standing until the Choir and Ministers have processed out.

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland                Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
  (Savior of the nations, come)

Words: Latin ca. 9th cent.: ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Music: Veni, veni Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode I, Processionale, 15th cent.: adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)
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Advent and Christmas at St. Paul’s
Sunday, December 18  

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols • 5:00 pm
 

Wednesday, December 21 
Feast of St. Thomas with Holy Eucharist • 5:30 pm • Chapel 

 
Christmas Eve • Saturday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Pageant and Holy Eucharist • 11:00 am  
Holy Eucharist 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm and 11:00 pm 
Festival Holy Eucharist (live stream) • 5:00 pm 

Christmas Day • Sunday, December 25  
Holy Eucharist • 10:00 am  

Please note there will only be one service this Sunday and no childcare.

 
Feast of the Holy Name • Sunday, January 1 

Holy Eucharist • 8:00 am (Rite I), 10:00 am  and 5:00 pm 
We will return to our normal service times on January 8.

All services above with the exception of Feast of St. Thomas will be in the Nave.
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