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THE STONE THE BUILDERS 
REJECTED

HAS BECOME THE 
CORNERSTONE;

THE LORD HAS 
DONE THIS,

AND IT IS 
MARVELOUS IN 
OUR EYES.

THE LORD HAS 
DONE IT THIS 
VERY DAY;

LET US 
REJOICE 
TODAY AND 
BE GLAD.

PSALM 118: 22-24



FROM THE RECTOR

R ejoicing is something that the writers of the Bible call God’s 
people to over and over again. From the Old Testament to the 

New, appeals and instructions to rejoice abound, yet they all have 
one thing in common: Rejoicing happens in response to something 
God has done. This is why we can rejoice at all times and in all places 
(Philippians 4:4). Rejoicing looks from the present to the past and into 
the future. It is both a response to God’s saving work in history and a 
trust that God will finish what God starts.

This makes rejoicing a profound way to frame our stewardship efforts 
this year. As we emerge from the pandemic, God has done so many 
remarkable things through the ministry of St. Paul’s, and they are 
all worthy of Rejoicing! And, as each of us considers our gift for this 
year, this stewardship season presents an opportunity to say “yes” to 
playing each of our parts in what God has for St. Paul’s in 2023. 

We have much good and joyful work ahead of us in 2023, and we have 
much to give thanks for in 2022. Or, to put it another way – there is a 
lot to rejoice about at St. Paul’s. Let us be glad in it together!

With Gratitude,
Dixon+



Your pledge helps us rejoice through music.

ANNE ARMFIELD

E ach day that the Lord has made provides endless opportunities 
for us to rejoice. And, each moment of those days is Sacred. 

Trying to tune into those moments brings me JOY and permits me 
to REJOICE as captured in the verse from Psalm 118. I strive to 
experience life through a lens in which I can REJOICE in all ways - 
even the most challenging moments.  These are the moments when I 
often feel God’s presence the most.  

The music at St. Paul’s drew me to our incredible faith community.  It 
is through music that I found a special place at St. Paul’s.

I have become super involved in the Music Ministry at St. Paul’s 
over the past 8 years, participating in the Chorister and Novice choir 
programs and also the St. Paul’s Choir.  I am currently the Chair of the 
Music Committee. My “Choir Family” (including Dr. Mark Ardrey-
Graves, Dr. John Cummins, young and older choir members and 
choir family members) brings incredible JOY to my life. I certainly 
REJOICE at St. Paul’s through this involvement. The young singers 
bring a very special dimension to my faith journey. They and their 
parents are so committed to the two choirs, and working with them is 
always amazing!
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Your pledge helps us rejoice through worship and serving.

ED AND VICKI ROBINS

S t. Paul’s has been our foundation and second home since 1985.  We 
have strengthened our marriage, raised our children and  built 

lifelong friendships.  St. Paul’s has given us an opportunity to serve our 
community, the less fortunate, and most importantly, grown our faith. 

Between the two of us in our years at St. Paul’s, we have touched and 
been a part of most of the ministries at St. Paul’s.  Some of the ones 
that come to mind are Stewardship, Samaritan Ministries, Summer 
Enrichment, ECW, Vestry, Outreach Funding .

We rejoice through worship as well as all the ministries to which we 
have given our time.  St. Paul’s sets such a tremendous example in our 
community of how to share God’s love within the larger community.  It 
is so important for us to follow that example in how we live our lives.  
We are very grateful and blessed by God. As stewards of His gifts, we 
joyfully look to share and serve within and outside St. Paul’s.
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Your pledge helps us rejoice through outreach and evangelism.

THE BRATLANDS

M  att and I came from different faith traditions. I was raised 
Southern Baptist, but had long since found many aspects 

of the faith ill-fitting. So, in 2010 we began our married life in the 
Roman Catholic Church in Washington, DC, where Matt was raised. 
Although I did not convert, both of our girls were baptized in Catholic 
churches. Our older daughter, Charlotte, began formation classes 
to prepare to receive her First Communion at St. Leo’s in the fall of 
2018, and I realized how important it was to me that our whole family 
be accepted as members of the same church family. So, that fall I 
began taking RCIA classes with the hope that I would feel called to 
convert the following spring. However, RCIA only highlighted areas 
of disagreement with Roman Catholic doctrine. As the parents of two 
girls, Matt and I wanted our girls to see women leading, preaching, and 
celebrating rituals. We wanted a church that welcomed LGBTQIA+ 
members. We wanted a church that was a community and that lived its 
social justice values.

It did not take us long to realize that St. Paul’s would be our church 
home. We wanted to attend church on Sundays, rather than feeling it 
was an obligation. When the pandemic hit, we streamed services from 
home.  We participated in some of the Faith and Justice Committee’s 



book read sessions and read Stamped. I attended adult confirmation 
classes online, which reassured me that the Episcopal way was right 
for me. Matt decided it was right for him as well. In the spring of 
2021, he was received into the church, and I was confirmed.

Charlotte and Gwen have been active in the children’s ministry 
and regularly attend formation classes. Gwen still has a lot of fun 
in children’s chapel on Sundays. Charlotte was a member of Daring 
Disciples during her fourth and fifth grade years, and she enjoyed the 
lunches on Zoom and in-person. Matt and I are currently participating 
in the Bible challenge and the formation classes that go with it. Thank 
goodness for the classes because there’s some really odd stuff in there! 
It’s been a great way to feel connected over the summer when travels 
and Covid have kept us away from church in person more than we’d 
like.

Matt and I decided to pledge annually because it is one way that we 
can live our values. With both of us working full-time and elementary-
aged children at home, it is hard to find time during the week to 
participate in outreach. However, our regular pledge gifts and special 
collections on holidays allow us to support the work of the outreach 
teams and heal Winston-Salem just a bit. Matt and I do give time by 
teaching children’s formation classes and supporting Daring Disciples 
Sunday gatherings since our girls are in the children’s ministry. While 
our gifts of time and money are not large, we believe that together 
they make a difference to St. Paul’s and are a small acknowledgment of 
what we receive as members of the congregation.

Your pledge allows for all of us to rejoice at St. Paul’s in 
a variety meaningful and beautiful ways. Thank you for 

your generous support to St. Paul’s!

ejoice2R



520 Summit St., Winston-Salem, NC 27101
336-723-4391 or visit www.stpaulsws.org


