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“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”
1 CORINTHIANS 12:27

Friends, I miss you!

I know I am not alone in recognizing the emotional toll that isolation has had 
on all of us during the last year. Things have not been easy, which means 

that I am probably not alone in experiencing the joy of regathering on Sunday 
mornings and seeing each other in the community. It fills my heart and buoys 
my soul. God has indeed made us for community, and it is easy to recognize 
why we really are better together.

As we enter this year’s stewardship season, the fact that we are better together 
has been top of my mind. This pandemic has been long and costly, and I know 
from my conversations with parishioners that everyone is carrying some kind 
of loss and grief. Furthermore, as we emerge from quarantine and the scope of 
need in our neighborhoods and city becomes more apparent, we become aware 
of how much work there is to do. 

Fortunately, God is way ahead of us. 

The Holy Spirit is at work everywhere, making all things new, yet we best 
partner with that work as a group. Paul calls the church “the body of Christ” 
because it is only together that we implement what Jesus accomplished. As 
a community, we bear communal witness to God’s healing in the world, and 
we become agents of it. The more we lean in together, the more faithfully we 
respond to this call on our collective life. 

Thank you for playing your part in God’s work in and through St. Paul’s this 
year. We cannot do it without you because we are better together. 

Peace,
Dixon+
Rector, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

The Lord will guide you continually,
    and satisfy your needs in parched places,
    and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
    like a spring of water,
    whose waters never fail.

ISAIAH 58:11

But, if the work is done,  
the garden flourishes.  
And there gratitude grows.

DIANA BUTLER BASS



Over the past year and a half, our gratitude for St. Paul’s - 
both the physical place and the community of people - has 

evolved from the mere comfort of knowing it’s always there to 
the realization that we can’t take it for granted and can more 
clearly see its importance in our lives.  While we awaited the 
time when we could gather again in person, we stayed connected 
through live stream worship, some of the outdoor services, and a 
few outreach opportunities, all of which gave us hope and solace 
when we needed it most.  As we start to gather again at St. Paul’s, 
we are most grateful to see smiling, familiar faces; to be moved 
and provoked by a sermon; to hear beautiful music and singing; 
and to feel the love and light that radiates from this place and this 
community.

Your pledge builds community that brings people closer together, 
and closer to God. Last Easter, as the pandemic raged, we 
celebrated the resurrection safely and together online thanks to 
generosity of people like you. Pledging any amount means you 
are a supporting part of that legacy.

WHITNEY BYRD
Parishioner



Last year when schools closed to keep children safe from 
COVID, our volunteer tutoring program came to an abrupt 

halt. As the days went on and we realized that schools were going 
to be closed for much longer than anyone expected, we had to 
figure out how to continue serving the students who relied on us 
for tutoring. We are so fortunate and so grateful to St. Paul’s for 
The Station- the outreach building. Having this space allowed us 
to pivot and provide tutoring to students even when we could not 
be with them in schools. Thank you, St. Paul’s!
 
As we prepare to tutor students in the fall, we are looking forward 
to getting back to training volunteer reading tutors to help the 
children with the highest needs. For Read Write Spell, our work is 
better when we are together with our volunteers and our students. 

When you pledge, you are funding essential, life-building 
projects in our community. Your financial pledge allows us to 
plan for what we can achieve the next budget year. Now, more 
than ever, your generosity means we can adapt to a rapidly 
changing environment without stopping these vital programs. 
Every single pledge is world changing.

ESHARAN MONROE-JOHNSON
Executive Director, Read Write Spell



To be honest, at times over the last year and a half, it has been 
difficult to maintain a conscious focus on gratitude in the 

grind of daily life and the loss of so many comfortable situations. 
A friend of mine said it best: Pandemics make everything worse. 
And yet, I realize I only prioritize the connections that ground 
me in gratitude. My church friends. Our Small Group bundled in 
jackets and blankets finding warmth and connection around a 
fire-pit in the fall.  Virtual St. Ruth’s Circle meetings binding us in 
prayer and fellowship despite the occasional technical glitches. 
Backyard Taco Tuesdays with the Young Adult group illuminated 
by borrowed bistro string lights.  Gathering at a brewery outside 
in the sweltering heat to comply with pandemic restrictions 
and our need to be together despite it all. In these moments the 
connections we have through St. Paul’s kept me returning to 
gratitude. Gratitude for our collective health and well-being. 
Gratitude that we all banded together to puzzle out how to keep 
our community intact when the pandemic threatened the very 
way we create community. And gratitude that St. Paul’s remains 
present to provide the foundation for these relationships in our 
spiritual life.  

The St. Paul’s community extends well beyond the walls of the 
Nave. In small groups and outreach projects, in times of joy and 
when we are hurting. Your pledge supports all the ways we lift 
each other, and our neighbors up when we most need it.

KATHRYN VERNON
Parishioner



Each fall, St. Paul’s asks every parishioner to make a financial 
commitment to support the ongoing ministries of the church during 

the coming year. If you are new to the church or about to make your 
first-ever pledge, we hope these questions and answers will be helpful.  

What is pledging? Pledging is your heartfelt, faithful spiritual practice to 
financially support St. Paul’s ministries and programs in the year ahead. 
It is a personal example of gratitude that you have for all our God has 
given to you and your family.

Why not simply make non-pledge contributions? Pledges provide the 
Vestry with an estimate of expected income essential to the preparation 
of the church’s annual budget. St. Paul’s simply cannot operate and 
thrive without a reasonable estimate of its financial resources. Your 
pledge reinforces the importance of God and St. Paul’s in your life.

How much should I pledge? Your pledge is a personal decision between 
God, you and your family. It should be grounded in your faith, love and 
commitment to God’s work through St. Paul’s. It requires reflection, 
prayer, and priority.

Is my pledge confidential? Yes. Pledges are kept confidential. 

How do I submit my pledge? You can mail in the pledge card included or 
go to the St. Paul’s website and click on stewardship. There is an option 
to submit your pledge online. 

How can I pay my pledge? There are several convenient ways to honor 
your pledge, including recurring Tithe.ly payments, monthly bank 
draft payments, personal checks using pledge envelopes or payments of 
appreciated stocks and IRA payments. There are details on our website 
about how to initiate these options.

How do I set up a Tithe.ly account for make a recurring monthly 
payment? Visit tithe.ly/give or download the free Tithe.ly Giving app 
from the Apple or Android app store to create a Tithe.ly giving account. 
With a Tithe.ly giving account, you can set up recurring gifts, give to 
multiple funds at once, manage multiple payment methods, and view 
your giving record at any time.

Do you accept pre-payments for next year’s pledge? Yes. We are glad to 
accept pre-payments. Please let us know on your pledge card that you 
plan to pay your 2022 pledge in advance. 

What if I need to update and change my pledge amount? We understand 
that life’s circumstances do change, often unexpectedly. Contact the 
church to have your pledge amount adjusted at any time during the year.

Want to know more? Contact Margaret Turner, Director of Stewardship, 
at (336) 723-4391, ext. 1210, or mturner@stpauls-ws.org.

THE DETAILS

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 
teach and admonish one another in all 
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts 
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs  
to God.

COLOSSIANS 3:16



520 Summit St., Winston-Salem, N.C. 27101
(336) 723-4391 

Follow us @  
facebook.com/stpaulswinstonsalem

Visit 
stpaulswinstonsalem.org
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