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ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS AT 
ST. PAUL’S

Sun, Nov 28
The First Sunday in 
Advent

Sun, Dec 5 at 9 am
Las Posadas

Wed, Dec 8 at 5:30 pm
Advent Lessons and 
Carols

Sun, Dec 12 at 1:15 pm
Daring Disciples go Ice 
Skating

Thu, Dec 16 at 4 pm
Kid’s Café Christmas 
Dinner

Sun, Dec 19 at 5 pm
A Christmas Festival 
of Nine Lessons and 
Carols

Wed, Dec 22 at 5:30 pm
St. Thomas Service

Fri, Dec 24
Christmas Eve Services
11 am Children’s 
Pageant and Holy 
Eucharist
3 pm Holy Eucharist
5 pm Holy Eucharist
11 pm Holy Eucharist 
with Incense

Sat, Dec 25 at 10 am
Christmas Day Service

Sun, Dec 26 at 10 am
The First Sunday after 
Christmas

Sun, Jan 2 at 8 am, 10 
am, and 5 pm
The Second Sunday 
after Christmas

Sun, Jan 9 at 5 pm
Feast of Lights



From the editor:

Jason Franklin 

is the Director of 

Communications at  

St. Paul’s.

I
n this issue’s signature article, the Rev. Sara Ardrey-Graves highlights the differ-

ence between “our human concept of time, and God’s time.” Out of all the great 

articles in this issue, that thought keeps returning to my mind. 

In some ways, for me, God’s time is the cure to my time. During this season, my time 

seems plagued with stress and frustration. There’s never enough time, and the fear of 

time running out is persistent.

My husband and I have a code word for whenever we witness a moment of darkness 

during this time. If a driver cuts us off another driver and zooms away screaming, we 

say, “well, there’s the holiday spirit.” Or, if we are at a store, and someone is berating a 

worker, one of us is bound to whisper, “the holiday spirit is strong today.” We use this 

passing joke to alleviate our stress and acknowledge the communal anxiety that often 

plagues this time of year.

I imagine it is not unlike the world Jesus was about to be born into. I don’t mean crazy 

black Friday sales or angry drivers; I mean a world threatened by darkness, a world 

ignorant of God’s time. In our collective lives today, we have faced incredible injus-

tices. We have been witnesses to unbelievable heartache. Each one of us is currently 

surviving a global pandemic. There are so many reasons to be afraid for our island 

home, and yet, we say, “Stir up your power, oh Lord, and with great might come among 

us.” We say it because we know this story doesn’t end in darkness; it must end in light. 

So, as we begin a new year with the start of Advent, my hope for us all is to find what it 

is to be a people prepared for the coming of a savior.

For the final issue of Parish Life this year, we wanted to share all the ways we hope St. 

Paul’s can stir up the power this holiday season. I hope Parish Life has provided some 

comfort during these times, and I look forward to a new year and a new issue of this 

magazine. Happy Advent and Christmas.
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GOOD
TO

KNOW

Selfie: St. Paul’s parishioner 
and professional photog-
rapher Chris Martin took 
a selfie with the Presiding 
Bishop and crew at the 
filming of a documentary 
about the Bishop 1

The Right Rev. Ketlen 
A. Solak: The Ninth 
Bishop of Pittsburgh is 
also the first woman and 
non-white person to hold 
that position.2

Together in Gratitude: 
Parishioners gathered in 
person this year at the 
home of the Stewardship 
co-chairs in celebration 
of all the gifts we have to 
offer our church home.4

Indoor/In-person: All Christmas 
Eve services are returning to in-per-
son and indoors this year. No RSVP 
is required, and in-person worship 
will be masked. We will continue to 
provide online worship for those who 
prefer to worship from home at  
5 pm. 3
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LEARN MORE Good To Know is curated by the St. Paul’s editorial team with the goal of finding good news across the city, state, and beyond. 1.  Chris, who is married to the St. Paul’s 

Director of Communications, served as an official photographer during the film shoot. 2. You can learn more about the new Bishop by visiting www.stpaulsws.org/bishop. 3. We are 

grateful for our vibrant online community, and are eager to welcome those returning to in-person worship. 4. Being a pledging member at St. Paul’s is an important way you can show your 

support. If you would like more information, please visit stpaulsws.org/stewardship/.
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T
he first Sunday of Advent marks the begin-

ning of a new church year. Each season of 

our sacred calendar has a unique orientation 

and theme, and Advent’s theme is waiting, waiting 

specifically, for the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

“Now, wait a minute,” you might be thinking, “I 

thought Advent was about waiting for Jesus (espe-

cially the baby Jesus) at Christmas and the grace 

of Incarnation. What is all this talk about the end of 

the world?” Good question. During Advent, we read 

the stories of God’s people waiting for the Messiah 

through the prophets’ promise. We engage those 

stories to teach the church of the present how to wait 

for the return of Christ and God’s great renewal of all 

things. Essentially, there are two advents in Advent.

In the first Advent, Jesus comes in humility, while 

he comes in power in the second. He first brings 

salvation in his Incarnation while bringing healing 

and justice with his return. The themes of these two 

advents come through most clearly in the collect 

assigned to the season’s third Sunday:

“Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might 

come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered 

by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy 

speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.”

A Tale of Two Advents

The Rev. Dr. D. Dixon Kinser, 
Rector, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

This prayer invites us into the saving power of 

humility as we entrust ourselves to the God, whose 

power will make all things new. You will find the 

words of this collect sprinkled throughout the 

issue. When you encounter them, take a moment 

and reflect on where the themes of the two advents 

intersect with your life. Where do you need rescue 

right now? Is there a place you could use God’s power 

to make a way where there is no way? Is there a place 

in our world that needs healing? `

Stir up your power, oh Lord, and with great might 

come among us, as we reflect on your first Advent, 

waiting faithfully for your second. 

 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Winston-Salem 7



Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; 
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bounti-
ful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory, now and for ever.
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Our first Advent Service of Lessons and Carols
by Dr. Mark Ardrey-Graves

W
e’re excited to present a new worship offering to the St. Paul’s community this year, 

as a way to deepen and enrich our Advent season of preparation. On the evening 

of Wednesday, December 8 at 5:30 pm please join us for our first Advent Service of 

Lessons and Carols, sung by the St. Paul’s Choristers and Schola Cantorum. You may be thinking, 

“Don’t we already do a Lessons and Carols service every year?” Yes! And it’s not going anywhere or 

changing. This new Advent Service will serve as a companion to, and seasonal bookend with, our 

beloved Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, held each year on the Fourth Sunday of Advent (this 

year, on Sunday December 19 at 5:00 pm). 

The format will be familiar: an opening Bidding Prayer, followed by a sequence of Scripture 

readings punctuated with choral and congregational song. However, whereas the familiar Festival 

of Nine Lessons and Carols begins in the shadows of Advent and carries the worshiper through to 

the Incarnational light of Christmas, this Advent Lessons and Carols will remain squarely in the 

season of Advent, leading us expectantly to the Annunciation to Mary, and concluding with the 

promise, “Tomorrow go forth, and the Lord will be with you.” The Advent Service will incorporate 

the praying of the Great O Antiphons – ancient evening prayers from the early Church that are 

most familiar to us as the foundation of the hymn “O come, O come Emmanuel,” which will be the 

touchstone hymn for this service. Other anthems and hymns for Advent will feature and we will 

pray each of the four Collects of the season.

I have heard of the season of Advent being defined as the “vocative season of the Church’s year.”  

In short, this means that Advent is the time when the Church particularly calls upon God to 

come among us and save us – to rescue us from ourselves and our human brokenness. Our daily 

prayer “thy kingdom come” takes on a -fresh poignancy during this season, and we are called 

upon to watch for signs of Jesus’ presence with us, even as we wait for his return in glory. The 

season of Advent invites us to “tune our hearts to the harmonies of heaven:” to slow down, pray, 

meditate, and search for those signs of God coming among us, even as we stare into the shadows 

that surround us. With the musical metaphor of that invitation in mind, we invite you to take the 

opportunity to begin the Advent season in song, meditation, and prayer. 

Dr. Mark Ardrey-

Graves, is the Director 

of Music for Children 

and Youth



It feels a little bit like someone hit the fast forward 

button, and we are full steam ahead going into 

Advent and Christmas. It’s funny that a season that 

has often been about “Waiting for God” seems to 

move so quickly. How can we wait when the world 

moves so fast, and what exactly are we waiting for? 

In the biblical sense, we are waiting for the birth of 

Christ, for God to take on the great task of humanity, 

and walk alongside us in a broken world. We are 

waiting to hear the sacred story of how God connects 

the dots between divinity and humanity. 

We’re also longing for the hope this story brings to 

the world, that God is with us. God’s story is our story. 

Advent and Christmas are about connecting the 

dots between God and humanity. We connect those 

dots at St. Paul’s through our worship, formation, 

fellowship and through outreach. All of our actions 

as the body of Christ in the world are connected, and 

that is such good news! 

This season of Advent and Christmas offers us the 

reminder that our connectedness to each other and 

to the world around us is sacred. What we do as God’s 

people and God’s Church points toward that sacred 

connection through hospitality, generosity and love. 

Advent: Our Sacred Connection
by The Rev. Nancy Vaders

We will serve meals at local shelters, hear our choir 

sing beautiful hymns, sponsor gifts for children 

in our city, light the Advent wreath, partake in the 

Eucharist, stock food pantries with necessities, 

and pray together for our needs and the needs of 

the world. When we engage in acts of service in the 

community, it’s not something apart from what we 

do inside the church building. Everything we do is 

connected to the Kingdom of God. 

We’re waiting to hear the familiar story of God’s 

incarnation, but we’re not just passive listeners. We 

take what we hear, what we sing, learn and share 

during the season of Advent, and we bring that hope 

into the world to share with our neighbors. Thank 

you, St. Paul’s, for all the ways that you connect the 

dots of this, our shared and sacred story. 

To learn about all of our Outreach offerings during 

Advent, contact the Rev. Nancy Vaders at  

nvaders@stpauls-ws.org or by visiting  

www.stpaulsws.org/outreach.

The Rev. Nancy 

Vaders is the Director 

of Outreach Ministries
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Sleigh bells ring, are you listening? Have you heard it yet? There 

is no doubt that you will. “Walking in a Winter Wonderland” 

is probably one of the most played of all  songs in the Advent/

Christmas period. You may remember it as the song where a 

snowman impersonates a clergy person who says, “Are you 

married?” and the singers respond, “We’ll say, no man - But you 

can do the job when you’re in town.”

And then there’s this verse:

Later on, we’ll conspire

As we dream by the fire

To face unafraid

 The plans that we’ve made

 Walking in a winter wonderland

I love that song; it is so positive cheerful, hopeful and confident: 

“…to face unafraid the plans that we’ve made…” It is lovely to 

hear that confident good cheer. “…face unafraid …plans we’ve 

made…” It’s just a sweet, good  feeling song; one that helps get us 

in the mood for the holidays and the coming of Christmas. 

And yet, when seriously thinking about those lyrics, I remember 

times facing afraid - plans that were made, and I remember 

being afraid to make plans at all because of a clearly uncertain 

future. 

This is not an attempt at putting a damper on your Advent 

anticipation of Christmas. It is, rather, acknowledgement that, 

despite our best efforts to plan and celebrate, we are often 

confronted with fear, uncertainty and, yes, even sadness when 

the world about us is singing to “…conspire/ as we dream by the 

fire/ to face unafraid/ the plans that we’ve made/ walking in a 

winter wonderland.”

It is because of this strange paradox: the culture’s anticipation 

of fearless good cheer while, at the same time, many are 

fearfully anticipating either uncertainty or the reality of a grim 

certainty - that we find the need to worship and be with one 

another. We come together acknowledging that while we can 

St. Thomas the Apostle
by The Rev. John Shields

be in very different places regarding our hopes, cheers, plans 

and fears, we are much more alike than we are different. Most 

importantly, we are alike in trying to follow the way of Jesus. 

The Feast of St. Thomas, the Apostle and the Winter Solstice, 

(the longest night of the year) occur on the same day during 

the Fourth week of Advent. We will celebrate St. Thomas on 

Wednesday, December 22 at 5:30 p.m. in St. Paul’s Chapel.

Thomas is mentioned as a one of the “Twelve” in all four 

gospels. He appears in three episodes of the Gospel according 

to John. It is Thomas who confronts Jesus to be more explicit 

when Jesus says, “You know the way I am going.” Thomas 

replies, “We don’t know where you are going, how can we know 

the way?” Good question, Thomas!

Thomas also is the one who says, “Unless I see the mark of 

the nails in his hands, and put my finger in his side, I will not 

believe.” Which is a way of saying, “I want so much to believe - 

please show me!” 

So in this time of long dark nights, perplexing questions, and 

hopeful yearning doubts, we come together in the lengthening 

shadows of an Advent Wednesday.  The service is quiet, paced 

with intention. Together, we sing the songs, hear the story, pray 

the prayers, light the candles, meditate on the Word, exchange 

the Peace, and consume the Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  

This is St. Paul’s; it’s what we do. Come join us!

The Rev. John 

Shields is a Priest 

Associate at St. Paul’s
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“Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might 

come among us.”  These first lines of the Collect for 

the third Sunday of Advent are not only a request 

for God to be present, but to be present in a powerful 

new way among us.  The words “stir up” always make 

me think of the wind, stirring up everything around 

it into a frenzy.  The autumn wind is different this 

time of year: it brings lightness, crispness and clarity 

after the heavy humidity of summer.  The Holy Spirit 

moves in the same way.  She is a breath of fresh air 

in all the places in our lives that have grown heavy 

and stale.  She reminds us that God is making all 

things new as we turn to a new season.  Advent is the 

crowning of the year, the season when time starts 

all over again, and God is especially close by as we 

prepare for Christmas.  

by the Rev. Sara Ardrey-Graves

Continued >

Stir
up

your
power



In her podcast Everything Happens, Kate 

Bowler reflects on how the pandemic has 

dampened our sense of lightness and 

clarity: “Life is small, and tight.  When life 

is too small, so often, our pleasures dry 

up.  We have been in a long stretch of pan-

demic deferment.  But sometimes when 

we can’t go wide, we learn to go deep.”  

The long stretch of what she calls 

“pandemic deferment” includes so much: 

our travel plans, our family gatherings, 

our decisions about the future – as well 

as the ways we engage with our church 

community.  St. Paul’s has learned to 

go deep when we can’t go wide.  This is 

especially true for the ways we have 

practiced and led Christian Formation 

this fall. In September, we returned to our 

weekly Sunday morning adult forums, 

but we experimented with a new format.  

People were divided up into small 

groups for discussion and reflection 

for our study Grace and Gratitude.  It 

went so well!  People were able to talk, 

get to know each other, and share their 

wisdom and personal experiences with 

the group.  It was a great way for us to go 

deeper into our faith.  Many participants 

expressed a desire to continue meeting 

in small groups on Sundays in the future.  

We decided to keep it going this year for 

Advent - we’ll meet in small groups for our 

class For In These Last Days: Discovering 

the Real Themes of Advent.  

Our human concept of time is very 

different from God’s time.  Every Sunday 

in Advent, our scripture readings and 

our collects challenge us to see time 

differently, especially apocalyptic time 

and Kairos, or God’s holy time.  For In 

These Last Days will focus on how we live 

faithfully in God’s time when we are faced 

with unfinished mess and the chaos of the 

world.  As a part of this class, we’ll be read-

ing together the book No Cure for Being 

Human, by Kate Bowler.  Dr. Bowler’s book 

is a personal narrative of her own journey 

with cancer at age 35.  In a world of 

Our human 
concept of time is very different 
from God’s time.14 Parish Life - Fall 2021
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Continued >

seemingly infinite choices, she suddenly 

found her life to be very small and tight.  

She reflects on the limits and absurdity 

of our culture’s “best life now” advice 

industry, “which insists on exhausting 

positivity and on trying to convince 

us that we can out-eat, out-learn, and 

out-perform our humanness.”  In the face 

of her own mortality, Dr. Bowler quickly 

learns that she cannot achieve her way 

out of cancer.  Instead, she finds wisdom 

in the waiting and the mess. She explores 

heavy topics like fragility, failure, 

suffering, and loss 

with a lot of 

humor, and I hope that we can see our 

own struggles alongside hers.  A central 

theme of Advent is getting in touch with 

our humanity (and by association, our 

finitude), and Dr. Bowler’s voice brings 

lightness and fresh air when discussing 

such important aspects of our faith.  I am 

excited to have her serve as our guide 

into the waiting of Advent. 

Looking ahead to the new year, we are 

also stirring up new life into our rela-

tionship with Holy Scripture.  Have you 

ever read the Bible all the way through, 

from cover to cover?  Starting 

in 2022, St. Paul’s is going 

to tackle our own Bible 

Challenge.  With daily 

assignments of read-

ings, we’re going 

to join together 

in reading all 66 

books of the Bible, 

from Genesis to 

Revelation.  Using 

guides from the 

Our human 
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Center for Biblical Studies (www.thecenterforbiblicalstudies.org), we will 

read the entirety of the Bible for 365 days, starting on Monday, January 10, 

and ending on the day of Epiphany in 2023.  Each day we’ll read a couple 

of chapters from the Old Testament, a Psalm, and a chapter from the New 

Testament.  Our rector Dixon Kinser will lead us in Sunday morning Bible 

studies during the weeks of Epiphany that will complement what we are 

reading each week.  Are you up for the challenge?  We are excited to join 

together as a parish for this project!  

“Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us,” we pray 

this Advent.  The Holy Spirit is stirred up in a frenzy to get our attention, 

and to knock us over with her presence. We can find this in so many ways: 

in scripture, in prayer, in community, and in worship.  But it’s so easy to 

fail to see it.  December brings with it a multitude of distractions, and it’s 

easy to forget that God’s presence is unfolding right in front of us.  Advent 

gets us to slow down and be present.  This season trains us to adjust our 

expectations about what God’s presence looks like, and teaches us, all over 

again, a new concept of time.  This is the slow, unfolding reality of God’s 

plan of healing for the entire world, and it all begins with the Incarnation of 

Jesus Christ, born a human being, among us. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 

mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen.

The Rev Sara Ardrey-

Graves is an Associate Rector 

at St. Paul’s.

God’s presence is unfolding right 
in front of us
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SUN, DEC 19 AT 5 PM IN THE NAVE
St. Paul’s is excited to present its fourteenth annual Christmas Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols, back in person! The service was inspired by the Christmas Eve service of the same 
name held in King’s College Chapel in Cambridge. At St. Paul’s, the readers traditionally 
include community leaders and leaders from within the parish. The carols will be sung by 
the St. Paul’s choirs.

WED, DEC 8 AT 5:30 PM
Advent invites us both to call out to God, and to wait for God to fulfill His promises to us.  
Before Christmas Lessons and Carols on Dec 19, join us for a new service of Advent Lessons 
and Carols (no Christmas Carols here). Patterned after the forms of the evening Offices of 
Vespers and Matins of the ancient Church, This service is inspired by the annual Advent 
Carol Service held at St. John’s College Chapel at the University of Cambridge in England. 



AT ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1.  Advent begins on November 28. 2. Senior lunch is back to in-person 

meetings. 3. S ome children enjoying a meal at the Kid’s Café Thanksgiving Meal. 4. The St. Paul’s Choristers and Novice 

Choir returned to in-person practice this season. 5. A snapshot into EYC Thursday nights currently meeting at the home of 

Dixon and Kristin Kinser.

1

2

3

4

5

at st. paul’s
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AT ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 6. The Backpack Food delivery program returned this fall. Volunteers seen here at 

the first drop off. 7.  Members of St. Ruth’s Circle organized a Socktober fundraiser, collecting 880 pairs of new socks. 8. 

Children’s Chapel and formation both returned to in-person gatherings this fall. 9. Children pose for a picture at a Children’s 

ministry fall outing. 10. The St. Paul’s Walking Group continue to meet on Fridays for fellowship and exercise.

6

7

8

9

10

at st. paul’s
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Spring and summer of 2021 have been a busy time 

of discernment for St. Paul’s Preschool. A committee 

of parishioners made up of education professionals, 

school administrators, former vestry members, 

lawyers, and other stakeholders began to meet and 

discuss what St. Paul’s Preschool could look like in 

the future. 

The committee, Julie Smith, Parker Tegler, Kristin 

Bennett, Erin Adams, Henri Brown, Pete Moran, 

Denise Gold, the Rev. Nancy Vaders, the Rev. James 

Franklin, the Rev. Lauren Villemeur-Drenth, and 

the Rev. Dixon Kinser, researched the key questions 

that need answering to launch a thriving program. 

Included were: What are the deepest needs in our 

community? What mission and vision does a new 

school need to meet those needs? What pedagogy do 

we adopt? What financial models make a school like 

this sustainable? What governance structures are 

most effective? Who are we serving?

Guiding us through the process was consultant 

Simon Jeynes. Simon is the Executive Director of 

Christian School Management, a company that offers 

consulting and coaching in launching Christian 

schools. Simon helped the committee frame our 

inquires and brought deep wisdom to our most 

challenging questions. One of the most puzzling of 

these questions, we discovered, was when to start.

Preschools enroll students in February to begin in 

the fall semester. This means that to start in the 

fall of 2022, our new director would be trying to hire 

faculty this winter with our unprecedented teacher 

St. Paul’s Preschool

shortages. In short, our prospects for both a new 

head of school and future faculty were at an all-time 

low. The committee worried that sending a new 

director into these circumstances was setting them 

up for failure, and Simon agreed. His counsel was not 

to start a new school under these unknown and risky 

conditions. Instead, he suggested we hire a director 

in the middle of 2022 and prepare for the school 

launch in the fall of 2023. This sounded like wisdom 

to the committee, and the vestry agreed.

So, that brings us to today. A job description is 

being crafted, and our hopes for a new preschool 

at St. Paul’s are high. Once the job description is 

completed, we will form a search committee to hire 

our new director in 2022. We will keep the parish 

informed as things progress and the mission and 

vision of the new school solidify. If you have any 

questions, contact Deacon Lauren  

LVillemuer-Drenth@stpauls-ws.org, and please keep 

the process in your prayers!

PROGRESS REPORT

The Rev. D. Dixon 

Kinser is Rector of  

St. Paul’s
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New Associate Rector

Better Together in Gratitude

PROGRESS REPORT

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

St. Paul’s is looking for our next priest to join the staff 

team, and I wanted to update you on where we are in 

the process.

When our beloved Darby Everhart left in October of 

2020, we elected not to rehire the position she left 

vacant immediately because of the financial uncer-

tainty created by the pandemic. Yet, as the summer 

of 2021 came to a close and your faithfulness to 

St. Paul’s translated into steady stewardship, new 

energy was flowing in the parish. We knew it was 

time to begin the process for hiring a new Associate 

Rector.  

This process began by putting out a job description 

in September, looking for someone to helm liturgy 

As the Better Together in Gratitude stewardship 

campaign concludes, I am awed by the generosity 

of our parishioners. This is not a new feeling. This 

feeling of appreciation and amazement not surpris-

ingly surfaces toward the end of every stewardship 

campaign. We are blessed with parishioners whose 

faith is rooted in the practice and discipline of gen-

erosity and gratitude and this is exemplified in our 

stewardship ministry. Our parishioners recognize 

how the correlation between service and financial 

generosity should align with the needs of God’s 

creation. It is amazing.

Over the past months, I received a call from new 

members making their first pledge to St. Paul’s and 

wanting to talk about what a yearly tithe would 

mean for their faith and their family. I received an 

email from a man who has never set foot in our Nave, 

but joins us for worship online and wants to pledge 

to St. Paul’s because of our powerful sermons and 

music and sense of community he feels even many 

miles away. I have had countless conversations 

and pastoral care at St. Paul’s. As the job description 

notes, the right person will “find the Holy Spirit (not 

the devil) in the details and get energy from organiz-

ing.” We want someone who loves God, likes being a 

priest, thrives as part of a team, and likes to laugh.

At the time of my writing, we have received more 

than twenty applications and are undertaking the 

hard work of discerning which of these applicants 

is the right fit for the parish. The committee working 

with me includes Lucy Paynter, Bill Wells, Michelle 

Krell, Ed Robins, Brian Patterson, Cate Lynch, and 

Elizabeth Lopina. Things are moving swiftly now, 

and we hope to have our new Associate Rector in 

place in the first quarter of next year. Please keep the 

committee and the candidates in your prayers.

about what stewardship means to many of our 

parishioners. What a gift it is to serve in this capac-

ity. The giving of gifts is beautiful to witness and is 

the perfect example of Christ among us. Through 

generosity and gratitude, Christ works through us 

and among us to fulfill God’s work in our parish, in 

our community, and in our world. Thank you for 

allowing me to be a part of this beautiful testament 

of your faith.

Thank you to all our parishioners who have made 

their financial commitment for 2022. We are grate-

ful. It is certainly not too late to start the discipline 

of pledging. Call (336-723-4391) or email (mturner@

stpauls-ws.org) Margaret Turner to join us in the 

Better Together in Gratitude campaign.

Margaret Turner 

is the Director of 

Stewardship at St. Paul’s.
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St. Paul and Shield
The shield with crossed swords above 

the front doors are two of the oldest sym-

bols of St. Paul. The blades form a saltire, 

or “X” shaped cross, which symbolizes 

Paul’s apostolic witness as they were 

implements of his martyrdom.

Cornerstone
Both literal and fi gurative, this specifi c 

cross ties directly to the cornerstone of 

the church. It speaks to the litteral and 

conceptual foundation of the church.

Skylight Blue
Inspired by the quality of light in the Nave 

created from the stained glass.

Flowers
Flowers can be found in everything from 

the woodwork in the Nave, details above 

fi xtures, and our stained glass itself. The 

blooming fl ower is an ancient symbol of 

resurrection because it depicts new life.

BRAND STANDARDS
2021

About The New St. Paul’s Brand: Mission First

T
he opportunity to add a logo to St. 

Paul’s visual iconography is an ex-

citing one. What you see here was 

designed by the local company, Airtype. 

It represents the mix of symbols, images, 

and impressions they took away after 

visiting St. Paul’s and hearing about who 

we are and what we do. Some of it is old – 

the text “St. Paul’s Episcopal” is etched in 

the glass over the Goodheart and chapel 

entrances. The crossed swords are over 

our front door. But some of it is new - the 

fl ower at the center of the shield. As such, 

this logo reminds us of our mission fi rst.  

We are a people following Jesus in the 

way of Paul – laying down our lives for the 

healing of the world. We are St. Paul’s, and 

this is what we do.  - Dixon

Thank you to all those involved in this 

process including the Communications 

Committee and Website sub-Committee, 

the St. Paul’s Vestry, staff and clergy, and 

the team from Airtype.
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The Building of a Golden Age Church 
on the Brink of the Depression
by Lauren Jensen

“A HOUSE OF PRAYER 
FOR ALL PEOPLE”

T
he lens through which we view 

the past romanticizes the reality 

of any given time and place. The 

1920’s brings forth visions of speakeasies, 

The Great Gatsby, flappers, good times, 

and wealth. The rise of the industrial rev-

olution brought great prosperity but also 

greater distinctions 

between the rich 

and poor.  America 

had become the 

richest nation in the 

world. The populace 

swarmed to the cities 

for work. Business 

owners, with more 

money than they 

could spend, tried 

to create lasting 

beauty in the not-so-beautiful cities by 

erecting buildings based on medieval and 

neo-classic architecture. They “sought to 

combine beauty and community in the 

middle of where it [the city] lacked both.” 

It was no different in Winston-Salem, 

North Carolina. 

Starting in the 1880’s, men and women 

had begun to flee from farms due to 

overproduction to try to find jobs in the 

city. Black tenant farmers came from 

South Carolina to find work in factories. 

Their skills were lacking for what was 

needed in an industrialized city. Most 

were paid low wages in unskilled work. 

R.J. Reynolds would gain the corner on 

the tobacco industry. Textile factories 

were on the rise. The population would 

double from 1880-1890 to 14,000. By the 

early 1920’s, Winston-Salem was the 

largest city in North Carolina.

The business leaders 

of Winston-Salem 

created an elite class 

made up of only a 

handful of families.  

They wanted to 

make the city more 

attractive for busi-

nesses, and elaborate 

buildings designed 

by well-known 

architects started 

to change the cityscape of Winston. 

The City Hall designed by Northup and 

O’Brien was built in 1926. The Nissen 

building, designed by William Lee 

Stoddart, stole the skies in 1927. The R.J. 

Reynolds building, not to be outdone, was 

erected in 1929 by architects Shreve and 

Lamb. Even the humble YMCA, built by 

architect Harold Macklin, one of the few 

local architects in 1927, stood out in the 

grandeur.  The hodge-podge of exquisite 

designs, all opulent in nature, were cen-

tered in the downtown area. Winston was 

booming and money free flowing.  The 

factory workers and laborers did share 

some in the profits of their employers, 

but the divide was still drastic. 

This article is a 

republication of a 

research paper for 

History and Polity of the 

Episcopal Church at 

Wake Forest University. 

Special thanks to author 

Lauren Jensen and the 

Archival Team for all 

their hard work. Please 

contact Lauren Jensen for 

a full copy of the paper, 

including footnotes and 

references..

Continued >
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Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church was caught 

up amid the growing and evolving city. 

The first church was built on the corner 

of 4th and Pine (now Marshall) streets 

in 1879. The wooden carpenter gothic 

structure housed only about 15 families, 

but by 1882, it had increased to 26 fami-

lies. By 1891, “45 white families and one 

black family had become members.” The 

church was growing as quickly as the city 

around it. Thoughts turned to building a 

larger church. However, the parish had 

only a little over $4.00 in cash and about 

$20.00 in the bank. In 1905, the senior 

warden, John Cameron Buxton, son and 

grandson of North Carolina Episcopal 

priests (Jarvis Buxton and Jarvis 

Buxton, Jr.), investigated architects and 

assigned a committee of two, R.E. Lasater, 

an employee at R.J. Reynolds, and A.B. 

Daingerfield, an insurance company 

manager, to begin raising funds for a 

new larger church. With much success, 

by 1907, almost all the funds had been 

acquired and in 1908, the new building 

of the church began a block away on 4th 

and Cherry Streets. 

The second St. Paul’s was built in the 

traditional style of a gothic stone church. 

William Northrup was the supervising 

architect for this structure which cost 

approximately $15,000. The organ and 

the tower bell were to be moved from the 

old church. The altar, pews, and a reading 

desk were given to St. Stephen’s, the 

black congregation across town who had 

simultaneously begun to build their new 

church.  There was much planning and 

excitement to complete the new building. 

The 94th annual Diocesan Convention 

met at the new church in 1910. During 

that year, growth continued for St. Paul’s. 

An Estey organ, partially funded by a gift 

from Andrew Carnegie, was installed. A 

new rectory was beginning to be built. In 

1917, J.C. Buxton, the first and only senior 

warden of St. Paul’s, died. This was a great 

loss to the church. Buxton had been a 

lawyer, president of a private water plant, 

chairman of the school board, alderman, 

Mayor of Winston-Salem and served in 

the State Senate. However, he was also 

a faithful servant to the church. A new 

parish house would be given in memorial 

to him in 1920. The unfinished parish 

house ended up being used for students 

from Winston’s high school that burned 

down in 1922. The city agreed to finish 

the roof and repair damages after use. 

Shortly thereafter, the parish house was 

lent to a private school.  

The church was flourishing. Plans for a 

new rectory were begun in 1925. A gift 

of 240 cushions had just been proposed 

by May Lybrook and pew racks were just 

installed by parishioner Mr. Cornwall. 

The Rector, the Rev. Mr. Robert Gribbin, 

acquired tables and chairs for the church 

school. Frosted lights were being added 

to the church. St. Paul’s balance on hand 

in March 1926 was $731.59 and they had 

debt to the city. A curious note was in the 

vestry minutes of June 7, 1926.  

“The question of selling the real estate on 

which church, parish house, and rectory 

was discussed. On motion, Mr. Lasater 

was authorized to confer with interested 

parties and attend to such preliminary 

matters as might arise.”

Further investigation would be required 

to find out from where this comment may 

have arisen. Did they owe an amount 

to the city that they could not pay? In 

their parish expansion, did they already 

need a bigger space?  To the latter, I must 

disagree.  Both the Rector and the congre-

gation were moving ahead in the space 

they had.  They were not behaving like a 

congregation that was looking to move. 

Could it have been because of the great 

expansion of the city at the time and that 

the Nissen Building, which was 18 stories 

high, was currently being built across the 

street and the noise and traffic was too 

much? Or was it that those in the vestry, 

who were prominent in Winston’s busi-

ness world, knew that with the incredible 

growth of Winston, that they could exact 

a great price for their property?  

In October 1926, an offer of $350,000 was 

made for the church property. The secre-

tary was directed to notify the Bishop and 

the Trustees of the diocese that an offer 

was made. The offer, the sale of property, 

and the outline for the future of the 

parish would need to be approved by the 

bishop. The vestry would also relay their 

plans to buy the late J.C. Buxton (the first 

senior warden) house to build the new 

church. The house sat on a great eleva-

tion, looking over the city on Summit 

Street. Most likely, Buxton, who had such 

great ties to the church, had wished for 

the property to go to the church after his 

death. Another thought is that in finding 

a new location for the church, the parish 

could not think of a better way to honor 

the man who gave so much as to put a 

church where he had lived.  However, 

according to the county deeds, it appears 

that the property was in a trust belonging 

to William Ruffin.  Whether Ruffin had 

actually bought the land or Buxton had 
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put his land into a trust with Ruffin as 

the executor before his death is unclear.  

Ruffin died in 1921 and his wife in 1922. 

Their children were still young, so it is 

highly likely that is why the property was 

still available from the trust. Buxton’s 

wife died in 1932, but little seems to be 

known of her whereabouts. By the end 

of the month, the parish had received 

consent from the Diocesan Trustees for 

the sale. 

Five million dollars.  That is how much 

$350,000 would be worth today. I can 

only speculate that this must have come 

as a huge shock to the congregation.  The 

first offer brought forth to the vestry was 

made by Mr. Ross of Greensboro, who was 

most likely representing R. T. Chatham.  

This offer was declined. The vestry and 

Mr. Ross and Associates met again to 

discuss the offer.  The vestry once again 

declined because of the conditions 

attached to the offer. The terms were 

eventually ironed out and R.T. Chatham, 

of the Chatham Manufacturing Company, 

bought the property giving St. Paul’s 

the privilege of removing the buildings. 

The congregation was also permitted to 

continue worship in the old church until 

the new church was built. 

The 111th annual convention of the 

Diocese of North Carolina was held on 

May 10th and 11th of 1927. Its minutes 

show St. Paul’s was in debt for $9,000 

in 1926. The total assessed value of the 

property and buildings was $111,000.  

The selling price of $350,000 would 

certainly be a gain for the parish. 

Lasater, now a director at R.J. Reynolds 

and married to Nancy Lybrook, niece of 

Reynolds, along with Meade Willis, vice 

president of Wachovia Bank and Trust, 

John C. Whitaker, personnel director for 

R.J. Reynolds, and Gribbin, the Rector, 

created the building committee and 

proceeded with the purchase of the 

J.C. Buxton house on Summit Street for 

$35,000.  St. Paul’s moved forward with 

a piece of property sitting high on a hill, 

just outside of the confines of the city. 

Gribbin would make a rare insight to 

Lasater’s view on the building of St. Paul’s 

on Summit Street.  When the property 

was sold on 4th and Cherry for $350,000, 

Lasater said, 

“it would hurt the power and spirit of the 

Parish if only that amount was spent to 

build elsewhere. The congregation had 

an opportunity to erect a structure which 

could express the Faith and be a silent 

though eloquent witness for the same to 

all who looked at it.”

“The beauty of holiness.” This statement 

found in the Book of Common Prayer 

to describe how material means 

should create a worship space was 

obviously held dear by the parishioners 

of St. Paul’s. The churches of this 

time period were built to be “cultural 

institutions-architectural displays, art 

collections, and performance venues for 

music and oratory.”  Of all the Christian 

denominations, the Episcopal Church 

would be foremost in holding this ideal. 

The superfluous wealth of the times and 

the joy of prosperity mixed with the need 

to create a beautiful space to worship God 

could possibly lead to reckless spending. 

In the 1920’s, installment plans had 

become a popular means to get anything 

one wanted on payments. However, 

the Episcopal Church mandates that a 

church building must be paid for before 

it can be consecrated. Bishop Cheshire 

of North Carolina reiterated this with his 

statement of concern of churches over 

building and mortgaging their future. But 

the members of St. Paul’s sadly could not 

envision the years on the horizon and 

began their dream of a sacred beautiful 

space.

Only the best would do. It was the great 

age of cathedral building. Robert Lasater, 

when he spent time in New York, would 

go to services at St. Thomas Church 

in which he described as “a poem in 

stone.”  Ralph Adams Cram was the 

architect of this church and reputed to 

be the best Gothic architect in the world. 

Cram, who had become Episcopalian 

in his younger years, felt that “Gothic 

was the only proper style for Christian 

worship because of its explicit Christian 

symbolism and its design for celebration 

of sacramental worship under priestly 

auspices.”  Lasater proposed that the 

building committee invite Cram to 

make proposals for the new church. 

Rev. Gribbin stated that when Cram was 

showed the site, “he quivered and said, 

‘A man does not have many chances in a 

lifetime to build a Church on a location 

such as this’ ”  Cram had a national rep-

utation for English gothic ecclesiastical 

and collegiate gothic designs. His designs 

included St. John the Divine in New York, 

the chapel at Princeton University, and a 

large portion of the U.S. Military Academy. 

Cram believed in taking medieval designs 

and envisioning where they would have 

gone if history had evolved differently.  

Continued >
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Cram was a gifted architect and in the 

1920’s the superfluous wealth and abun-

dance of skilled immigrant craftsman 

made it so his imagining of a place could 

take on reality.  Harold Maklin, an English 

architect familiar with English Gothic 

architecture and a parishioner of St. 

Paul’s, would help locally. An excellent 

architect in his own right, Maklin had 

already designed City Hall, the new 

YMCA, and Journal and Sentinel building 

in Winston-Salem. Cram’s designs created 

a larger church than the congregation had 

planned. Lasater believed nothing was 

too good for the church. Jacob and Young 

were hired as the contractors. They had 

also built St. John the Divine in New York. 

They would bring the same builders with 

them. Granite came from Massachusetts 

and sandstone from Ohio.  Only the 

electrical and plumbing were completed 

by local workers. The property being part 

of steep hillside gave it a unique advan-

tage in being able to construct the large 

worship space at the top and create lower 

levels for other church functions. On July 

8, 1928, Bishop Penick, Coadjutor of the 

Diocese, helped to lay the cornerstone.

The building was not the only place 

where no expense was spared. St. Paul’s 

was furnished as beautifully as it was 

built. The altar from the second church 

was moved to the new church as a side 

altar. R.E. Lasater and his family donated 

the Skinner organ in memorial to their 

young daughter Peggy, who passed away 

as an infant.  However, behind the scenes, 

the vestry minutes show a great amount 

of borrowing with R.E. Lasater putting up 

shares in Reynolds stock as collateral. 

The Winston-Salem Journal described 

St. Paul’s in its August 25, 1929 article 

thus: “[T]here is no better built building 

anywhere in the country than this one. 

The contractors took most unusual pains 

in this work and have given the owners 

an honest and substantial structure.” 

The new church was timeless. Built to 

last forever. An icon to bring community 

together and to spread Christianity. 

The cost was much greater than the profit 

made from selling the previous church. 

By October 7, 1929, more than $550,000 

had been paid out. In the end, the church 

would cost over $700,000. The first 

service was held in the new church on 

September 8, 1929. Many pledges had 

been made in the previous years, but it 

was still not enough. Since the church 

needed to be paid for before it could 

be consecrated, Robert Lasater went to 

New York and borrowed the money to 

pay off the church. He felt that “no one 

should worship in a building that did not 

belong to God.”  When the pledges were 

eventually able to be paid, Lasater would 

not accept the money.  He instead set up 

a trust fund for the maintenance of the 

church. The church was consecrated 

on October 6, 1929.  The stock market 

crashed on October 29, 1929.

The depression hit some people 

extremely hard, and some barely at all.  

Robert Lasater was fairly insulated from 

the devastating time, becoming Vice 

President of Manufacturing at Reynolds 

in 1931. However, not all in the congre-

gation were the same.  Pledges were 

down.  Pledges could not be paid. Large 

churches have large bills. In April of 1932, 

the church staff offered to have their 

salaries reduced by 10%. It was declined.  

However, by September, the vestry had no 

choice but to decrease the staff salaries. 

J.B.Wahmann, the assistant treasurer, 

agreed to not be paid at all. The oil for 

heat became too expensive.  One boiler 

was changed to coal and spaces limited 

in use. The weekly radio broadcast of 

services was ended. In the mid-thirties, 

when pledges started to be repaid, a 

trust was set up to insure the health and 

well-being of the finances of the church. 

The Endowment Fund for St. Paul’s was 

a source of generous income throughout 

the ensuing years.

A church building is just a stark shell 

until life is breathed into it by the people 

who worship there.  St. Paul’s would not 

be what it is today if it were not for the 

dedicated people behind the dream. The 

central person in the early decades of the 

1920’s and 1930’s of this congregation 

was R. E. Lasater.

From the outside looking back, one 

could think that Robert Edward Lasater 

was just one of the wealthy of Winston-

Salem—a go-getter, who with the help 

of R.J. Reynolds became rich with the 

help of tobacco. However, the lack of 

information on this individual brought 

about questioning. Why was it so hard 

to find information on this gentleman? 

The answer was simply, he was a humble 

person who loved God, his family, and 

wanted to do nothing more than to give 

to God whatever he could while walking 

on this earth. As found in an article in the 

Wall Street Journal which Lasater had 

found interesting and given Gribbin, one 

“who cannot feel that good work must 

tell for its own sake, without his little 

name tagged on to it, will do little worth 

remembering.”  The story of St. Paul’s 

cannot be told without telling the story of 

him.  He built something that was grand 

without his name, but I believe his story 

only makes it grander. 

Robert Lasater was born in 1867 in 

Raleigh. He spent his early years in 

Sanford and at age 22 moved to Winston-

Salem.  His first job was with the P.H. 

Hanes Company and it appears that he 

joined St. Paul’s at the same time. Lasater 

was confirmed in the church on June 2, 

1889, when the little wood church on Pine 

Street had just turned ten. In 1901, he 

took a job at Reynolds Tobacco Company. 

This same year, he was elected a member 

of the vestry. By 1912, he was elected a 

director at R.J. Reynolds. On May 10, 1917, 
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Lasater became senior warden after the 

death of J. Cameron Buxton and con-

tinued to serve as such for thirty-seven 

years. In 1918, he was the president of the 

Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce. 

In 1931, Robert Lasater became vice 

president of R.J. Reynolds. He also served 

as a member of the Board of Aldermen. 

Lasater was chairman of the Winston-

Salem Foundation from December 1929 

until 1946 when he became ineligible 

because he was then living outside the 

city limits. In 1949, when the city limits 

were extended, he became chairman 

again. But all these roles in the commu-

nity is just the “building” of the man.  It 

was his spirit on the inside that gave his 

accomplishments life.

Robert Lasater had four girls, one of 

whom died in infancy. He took his family 

to church every Sunday.  He would be 

out with them in the afternoon. Robert 

Gribbin, the rector whom he served for 

over twelve years as Senior Warden 

declared, “I have never known anyone, 

clerical or lay, more devoted the church. I 

recall seeing a tear in his eye as he talked 

with me once about how much it meant 

to him coming to Winston as a young 

man finding the Church with its good 

influence ready to welcome him.”

Lasater was blessed with wealth but 

would also make sure that his wealth 

would bless others. He gave not only his 

money, but his time and intellect. Gribbin 

in his appreciation letter would describe 

him as “reticent.”  

He worked 

hard. He greatly 

contributed to 

the development 

of R.J. Reynolds 

Tobacco. He 

faithfully reported 

there for 58 years. 

Lasater genuinely 

cared about the workers there and would 

inquire about their families. He was very 

much involved in community leadership. 

He bought land and created a Boy Scout 

Camp in Mount Airy. When the famous 

aviator Lindberg came to Winston-Salem, 

Lassater hosted a party and announced 

buying the airfield in Winston-Salem 

and gave the property to the city as a gift.  

With the tragic death of Lasater’s ward, 

Z. Smith Reynolds in 1931, this airport 

would be named after the young flying 

enthusiast. 

When Robert Lasater built a house in 

Roaring Gap and his daughter asked why 

there was not a Sunday school, he had 

one built. Lasater would always think of 

the church and its members. He and his 

wife, in memory of their parents, gave 

the St. Paul’s window which is near the 

side altar. It was designed by Reynolds, 

Frances, and Rohnstock, the same 

company that made windows in St. John 

the Divine and St. Bartholomew’s. Lasater 

gave another window, the one above the 

altar depicting the Passion of our Lord. 

Like the others in the sanctuary, the 

windows are not memorials.  Lasater felt 

that memorials would be a distraction 

during communion. However, it seems 

fitting that in the back nave is the memo-

rial window for J. C. Buxton, given by his 

family.  Lasater offered his former home 

on 5th and Broad to be the rectory for 

Gribbin so the congregation could save 

money during the Depression.   When 

then Bishop Gribbin retired, Lasater 

told him that the parish would furnish a 

house if he came back to Winston-Salem. 

Bishop Gribbin moved into a house on 

South Hawthorne.  Gribbin discovered 

after Lasater’s death, that Lasater had 

bought the house when it was sold. The 

Trust that was set up by Lasater would 

give Bishop Gribbin income on the 

proceeds. 

St. Paul’s in the early 1920’s had around 

200 members. It reportedly had a very 

small choir. When the rector mentioned 

that a large junior choir would be a wel-

come addition, a children’s choir director 

was hired. The choir expanded at one 

point to eighty members. Some attributed 

this growth to the new director Mildred 

Lott’s personality and Mr. Lasater’s 

purse.  However, though he did contribute 

monetarily, it was with great heart.  He 

would host choir picnics, provide money 

for candy and movies for the children. 

He would sponsor girls who wanted to 

go to the School of Church Music held at 

Wellesley College. His love of his family 

and music is epitomized in the gift of the 

Skinner Organ in the current St. Paul’s in 

memory of his daughter. When Gribbin 

convinced Lasater that he valued his 

insight and opinion, Lasater seemed 

visibly moved that he was wanted for 

something more than his money. His 

excitement about the new “limited 

edition prayer book” (1928) brought 

forth one for himself, the rector, and the 

custodian.  

St. Paul’s today stands as grandly on the 

hill on Summit Street as it did over 80 

years ago. It is a true testament to the 

people that helped to build it.  I can only 

finish the same way that the first service 

began on Sunday, September 8, 1929 with 

a quote from Haggai 1:8.

“Build the house: and I will take pleasure 

in it and I will be glorified.”
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ABOUT ST. PAUL’S
Glorify, Inspire, Serve, and Transform

St. Paul’s is a vibrant parish family that strives first to follow Christ. We 

are a large, downtown congregation in Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

with a long history of moving worship, active Christian formation, 

and transformational outreach. St Paul’s offers both sanctuary and 

challenge. It is a church grounded in the grace of God that seeks to bring 

God’s love and light into the world. We gather together so that we may go 

out into the world, radically loving our neighbors.

Visit Us

St. Paul’s is a house of prayer 
for all people and you are most 
welcome. We are located at:

520 Summit St. 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 27101

Contact Us

Phone: (336) 723-4391 
Web: stpaulswinstonsalem.org 
Email Notifications: 
https://stpaulsws.org/email

Social Media

/stpaulswinstonsalem
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Currently, St. Paul’s  is returning  
to in-person gatherings. Our 
regular service times for fall/
winter worship are 7:30 am (Rite 
1), 9 am (Rite 2), 11:15 am (Rite 
2), and 5 pm (Rite 2 or Choral 
Evensong). Online Sunday 
worship is at 11:15 am. Formation 
for children, youth, and adults 
are all in-person beginning at 
10:15 am most Sundays.
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Births
Grace Townsend Palmer
October 7, 2021
Granddaughter of Candy and Bud Palmer

Caroline Clarke Barton
October 19, 2021
Daughter of Bryan and Elizabeth Barton, 
sister of William Barton granddaughter of 
Sam and Ashley Byrd

Andersen Allen Franklin
November 11, 2021
Son of Eric Franklin and Elizabeth Cox-
Franklin, brother of Xander and Mason

Baptisms
William Blake Jackson
November 7, 2021

Frances Gene Madison Partsch
November 7, 2021 

Richard Sterling Kelly, V
November 7, 2021 

Robert Fuller Parham, Jr.
November 7, 2021

Marriages
Angela Williams and John Harris
November 6, 2021

New Members
Lauren and Brad Russell and daughters 
Caroline and Elena

Deaths
Joyce Combs Ballard
September 24, 2021
Mother of Evans Ballard and mother in law 
of Kelly Ballard, grandmother of Katherine 
Ballard

Donald Dean Sayers
October 7, 2021
brother of Bill Sayers

James Henry Shaw
October 8, 2021 
Stepfather of David Tamer 

Marjorie Joyner Northup
October 15, 2021

James Bradford Perkins
October 23, 2021
Father of Allison Perkins

William Alexander Ritch
October 23, 2021
Brother in law of Melissa Lewis

Flo Cobey
October 31, 2021
Mother of Elizabeth Cobey Allen, mother 
in law of Warren Allen

Judith Dorr Homer
October 29, 2021

Jordan Anne Smith
November 4, 2021
Sister of Carter Smith, sister-in-law of 
Sarah Smith, aunt of Rhodes, Hayes and 
James Kenyon Smith

William Emerson
November 7, 2021
Father of Liz Ebeling

TRANSITIONS

This list represents transitions since the last issue of 
Parish Life. If you would like to request a correction 
or addition to this list, please email Betsy Reiners at 
breiners@stpauls-ws.org.
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For In These Last Days:  
Discovering the Real 
Themes of Advent 
Sundays in Advent at 10:15 am

Through reading the book No 
Cure for Being Human by Kate 
Bowler, we will discuss how 
Advent points the way to under-
standing what pain, suffering, 
Incarnation and hope look like in 
God’s time.

Meals at Winston Salem 
Street School 1 
Tue, Nov 30 and Dec 14  
at 12:15 pm

We will continue our lunch 
ministry this fall and winter at the 
Winston Salem Street School.

Young Adult Taco Tuesdays 
Last Tuesday of the Month at 6 pm

E-mail the Rev. Sara Ardrey-
Graves for information at 
sardrey-graves@stpauls-ws.org.

Confirmation Classes 2 
Continues Dec 5 at 12:30 pm

Via Zoom for youth and in-per-
son or online for adults.

UPCOMING HIGHLIGHTS

NOTES Upcoming events are subject to change. For the most up to date information, please visit www.stpaulsws.org/events/. 1. To volunteer, please visit  
www.stpaulsws.org/outreach. 2.  This event is virtural. 3.  Currently, masks are required for all in-person services. 4.  Streaming on Facebook, Vimeo, and 
YouTube. Information for services are made available via email and Facebook

These are just some of the many activities happening at St. Paul’s and they are subject to change.  
Please visit www.stpaulsws.org/events/  for the most up to date information.

Las Posadas 
Sun, Dec 5 at 4:30 pm

As we journey with Mary and 
Joseph, we sing them songs to 
comfort them.  We carry candles 
to help light the way (children 
carry battery operated candles.) 
We will be outdoors, so dress 
warm.

Advent Lessons & Carols 
Wed, Dec 8 at 5:30 pm

New this year, this service is 
inspired by the annual Advent 
Carol Service held at St. John’s 
College Chapel at the University 
of Cambridge in England.

Daring Disciples go Ice 
Skating 
Sun, Dec 12 at 1:15 pm

Fourth and fifth graders are 
invited to participate in this fun 
outing.

Outreach at the Overflow 
Shelter 1 
Most Tuesdays in Advent starting, 
Dec 14 at 6 pm

We will be providing and serving 
dinner at the Augsburg Lutheran 
Winter Overflow Men’s Shelter 
again this year.  

Kids Café Christmas  
Dinner 1 
Thu, Dec 16 at 4 pm

Contact the Rev. Nancy Vaders 
to learn more.

A Christmas Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
Sun, Dec 19 at 5 pm

St. Paul’s is excited to present 
its fourteenth annual Christmas 
Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols, back in person! The 
service was inspired by the 
Christmas Eve service of the 
same name held in King’s 
College Chapel in Cambridge.

St. Thomas Service 
Wed, Dec 22 at 5:30 pm

Join us for this special service 
on the longest night of the year. 
Learn more about this service on 
page 11.
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JOURNEY WITH US!
GET STARTED HERE

Visit www.stpaulsws.org/hello
to learn more.

JOURNEY WITH US!
GET STARTED HERE

Visit www.stpaulsws.org/hello
to learn more.

Morning Prayer 2 
Mon-Fri at 8:15 am on Facebook

Join clergy and others at the live-
stream on our Facebook page.

Holy Eucharist in the Nave 3 
Wednesdays at 12:00 pm

Sunday Online Worship 
live-stream 2 
Sundays at 11:15 am

Streaming on Facebook, Vimeo, 
YouTube, and the website.

In-Person Worship 3 
Currently, in-person, indoor 
worship on Sundays is at 7:30 am 
(Rite One in the Nave), 9 am (Rite 
Two in the Nave), 11:15 am (Rite 
Two in the Nave), and 5 pm (Rite 
Two or Choral Evensong)W
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Worship will continue to adapt to the 
conditions of the pandemic. St. Paul’s 
continues to follow CDC, NC state, and 
Diocese of NC guidelines to ensure the safety 
of the parish. To that end, the information 
provided here is subject to change. Please 
check the website for the most up to  
date information.

Christmas Pageant and Holy 
Eucharist 3 
Fri, Dec 24 at 11 am

O God, you have caused this 
holy night to shine with the 
brightness of the true Light! 
Child care for infants and 
toddlers will be available. If your 
children wish to participate, visit 
stpaulsws.org/pageant to sign 
your child up..

Holy Eucharist on 
Christmas Eve 3 
Fri, Dec 24 at 3 pm, 5 pm,  
and 11 pm

The 11 pm service will include 
incense. Services are in-person 
and masked. The 5 pm service 
will be live-streamed.

Christmas Day Service 3 
Sat, Dec 25 at 10 am

No child care will be provided. 
Children are encouraged to 
attend with their families.

The First Sunday After 
Christmas 3 
Sun, Dec 26 at 10 am

Please note that there will only 
be one service this Sunday.

The Second Sunday after 
Christmas 3 
Sun, Jan 2 at 8 am, 10 am,  
and 5 pm

We will return to our normal 
service times on Jan 9.

Feast of Lights 3 
Sun, Jan 9 at 5 pm

An annual tradition at St. Paul’s 
since 1927, this cherished service 
is back! The pageant depicts the 
Magi’s visit to the Christ child 
and the spreading of his light 
throughout the world.
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Parish Life is published by:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
520 Summit St.
Winston-Salem, NC 27101-1195

Discovering the Real Themes of Advent
November 21 in Colhoun A; November 28, December 5, 12, & 19  
in small groups
Advent is the season where it all begins.  A time of waiting and expecta-
tion, this is also an expanding of our perception of our lives into kairos, 
God’s holy time.  Through reading the book No Cure for Being Human by 
Kate Bowler, we will discuss how Advent points the way to understanding 
what pain, suffering, Incarnation and hope look like in God’s time.  
Join us for a study of the Bible and these topics with Dixon Kinser on 
November 21, and then we will split into small groups to read the book 
together.

For in these last days

VOLUME 49 NUMBER 3

Parish Life


