
SCORECARD

Released January 2024

20
23





AFFORDABLECARENC.COM   |   3

The Affordable Healthcare Coalition of North Carolina is a non-profit, 
non-partisan grassroots organization committed to supporting 
policies and efforts that will lower healthcare costs for families 
and businesses in North Carolina.
We are a statewide coalition made up of businesses, organizations and individuals 
who are concerned about the rising cost of healthcare and prescription drugs.

We keep our members informed on what is happening in North Carolina that impacts 
their healthcare costs.

We advocate for policies that will make quality healthcare more affordable for 
individuals, families, and businesses in North Carolina.

admin@affordablecarenc.com
facebook.com/affordablecarenc
affordablecarenc.com
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THE 2023 AFFORDABLE 
HEALTHCARE SCORECARD 
The Affordable Healthcare Coalition’s Legislative Scorecard grades each 
member of the North Carolina General Assembly on his or her commitment 
to lowering healthcare costs for businesses, workers, and their families. 

The Affordable Healthcare Scorecard scores bills that impact prescription 
drug and healthcare prices, address burdensome government regulations that 
increase costs, increase quality health insurance options, and expand access 
to more affordable care.

Seven bills were scored during the legislative session. All seven bills were 
supported by the Coalition as they would each have resulted in lower costs 
and higher quality healthcare.  

Of the bills scored, three are now law. These include legislation removing 
government red tape to allow for greater investments in better, more 
affordable healthcare, Medicaid expansion, Certificate of Need reform, and 
foster care improvements. 

How Grades Are Determined 
• Final grades were based on many factors, including votes on the floor and 

in committee, bill sponsorships and co-sponsorships, and a member’s work 
and effort throughout the legislative session to support or oppose efforts 
to lower health care costs. 

• Members were notified that a bill was being scored prior to any vote. 
• Lawmaker grades range from A+ to F. 
• Legislators earning A+ grades are crowned Healthcare  

Affordability Champions. 

BY THE 
NUMBERS

A+ Champions

Bills Scored & 
Supported 

New laws that 
lower costs & 
improve quality 
for consumers 

19

7

3
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SURPRISE BILLING PROTECTIONS (SB46)   SUPPORT   
Senate Bill 46 sought to protect consumers from surprise 
medical bills by ensuring they are notified if anyone caring for 
them at an in-network facility is out-of-network. Specifically, 
the bill would have required that patients at in-network 
facilities be notified before a procedure if a provider caring for 
them is out-of-network. An estimate of the out-of-network 
costs must also be provided. The transparency provided 
through Senate Bill 46 would give patients the opportunity 
to find other, in-network alternatives if a provider on their 
care team is out-of-network.  
SPONSORS:  
Sen. Krawiec, Sen. Burgin; Sen. Corbin 

FOSTER CARE REFORMS (SB156 / HB340)  
SUPPORT, SIGNED INTO LAW*
Senate Bill 156 and HB 340 will improve the way children and 
families in foster care get healthcare. The bill authorizes the 
state to move forward with a single, statewide healthcare plan 
for families and children in the foster care system. The current 
county-based system leads to disrupted and inefficient care as 
children move across difference service regions. Rural regions 
often lack services available in urban areas. A statewide 
system will help ensure that children and families, have access 
to a continuous, broad range of physical and behavioral health 
services regardless of where in the state they live.
SB 156 SPONSORS:  
Sen. Krawiec, Sen. Burgin, Sen. Corbin 
HB 340 SPONSORS:  
Rep. Lambeth, Rep. Loftis, Rep. Potts, Rep. Sasser 

SCORED LEGISLATION
MEDICAID EXPANSION (HB76)   SUPPORT 
House Bill 76 sought to expand Medicaid coverage and 
allow rural and safety-net hospitals to access federal funding 
so they can continue providing care to patients. Medicaid 
expansion would provide coverage to about 500,000 new 
individuals. Covering uninsured individuals will lessen the 
burden on businesses and workers to subsidize the cost 
on uncompensated care, and thus drive down premiums. 
Expansion also has the potential to help the working poor get 
health coverage, ease medical debt, and save struggling rural 
hospitals.
SPONSORS:   
Rep. Lambeth, Rep. White,  Rep. Wray, Rep. Humphrey

REPEAL CERTIFICATE OF NEED LAWS (SB48 / HB107) 
SUPPORT  
Senate Bill 48 and House Bill 107 sought to repeal our state’s 
outdated Certificate of Need (CON) laws. CON limits the number 
of medical facilities that can operate in any given area. For a new 
clinic to enter the market, it must petition the government and 
demonstrate a “need” for another facility of its type. This limits 
the kind of competition that can drive costs down and increase 
access to important care. While targeted CON reforms may be 
preferable, removing the laws from the books is a far better 
outcome for consumers than the status quo.
HB107 SPONSORS:  
Rep. Kidwell, Rep. Cleveland, Rep. Fontenot, Rep. Ward
SB48 SPONSORS:  
Sen. Krawiec, Sen. Burgin, Sen. Corbin 

*Passed into law as part of the budget
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SAVE ACT (HB218 / SB175) SUPPORT 
The bipartisan SAVE Act sought to increase healthcare 
access and lower costs by removing outdated government 
regulations to allow high-skilled nurses to practice at the full 
level of their education and training. Removing this barrier 
could greatly expand access to care while saving billions in 
healthcare costs, without any sacrifice in quality. Importantly, 
the legislation would not allow Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurses to do anything they are not already 
doing. It would simply remove an outdated and burdensome 
government regulation that requires these nurses to meet 
with a “supervising” physician every six months and pay the 
physician a fee.
HB218 SPONSORS:  
Rep. White, Rep. Lambeth, Rep. Sasser, Rep. Cunningham 
SB175 SPONSORS:  
Sen. Hise, Sen. Krawiec, Sen. Adcock 

MEDICAID EXPANSION & CON REFORM (HB76:  
SENATE AMENDED) SUPPORT, SIGNED INTO LAW 
The Senate amended version of House Bill 76 expands Medicaid 
coverage and makes important reforms to the state’s CON laws. 
Medicaid expansion will provide coverage to about 500,000 
new individuals. Covering uninsured individuals will lessen the 
burden on businesses and workers to subsidize the cost on 
uncompensated care, and thus drive down premiums. CON 
reform will increase competition among healthcare providers, 
thus driving down costs and incentivizing new, innovative care 
options. 
SPONSORS:  
Rep. Lambeth, Rep. White, Rep. Wray, Rep. Humphrey 

REMOVING RED TAPE TO LOWER COST & IMPROVE 
CARE (HB346 / SB296)  SUPPORT, SIGNED INTO LAW  
House Bill 346 and Senate Bill 296 remove government red 
tape that prevents nonprofit hospital service corporations 
from using their resources to improve care and lower costs. 
Currently, these nonprofit organizations cannot use their 
resources to act in the best interests of healthcare consumers 
without first getting permission from government regulators. 
They are the only organizations regulated in this manner. 
Removing this layer of bureaucracy will allow for organizations 
to invest more resources into increasing access and improving 
quality, which will generate downward pressure on costs.
HB346 SPONSORS:  
Rep. Bradford, Rep. Setzer, Rep. Reives, Rep. Bell 
SB296 SPONSORS:  
Sen. Johnson, Sen. Craven, Sen. Proctor 





Senate Leader Phil Berger

A+

A+

Sen. Jim Burgin

CHAMPIONS 
Affordable Healthcare Champion 
awards are given those lawmakers 
who earn an A+ grade on the 
legislative scorecard.

Rep. Vernetta Alston

A+ A+

Rep. Donny Lambeth

A+ A+

Rep. John R. Bell, IV Rep. Robert T Reives, II

A+ A+

Rep. John R. Bradford, III Rep. Mitchell S. Setzer

Sen. Dan Blue

A+

A+

Sen. Kevin Corbin

A+

Speaker Tim Moore

HO
US

E 

SE
NA

TE



A+

Sen. Joyce Krawiec

A+

Sen. Todd Johnson

“These Affordable 
Healthcare 
Champions worked 
tirelessly to pass 
bills that will lower 
healthcare costs 
for North Carolina 
businesses, workers, 
and their families.  
We have new  
laws on the  
books that will 
make a real and 
positive difference 
in people’s lives 
because of  
their efforts  
this session.”

AUSTIN VEVURKA
Executive Director

Sen. Dean Proctor

A+

A+

Sen. Bill Rabon

A+

Sen. Jim Perry

A+

Sen. David W. Craven, Jr.

A+

Sen. Mike Woodard

Sen. Ralph Hise

A+
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2023 Affordable Healthcare Scorecard Grades
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
NAME   PARTY  GRADE
Adams, Jay      R       C
Ager, Eric      D       C
Alexander, Kelly M., Jr.     D       B
Alston, Vernetta      D       A+ 
Arp, Dean      R       A
Autry, John      D       C
Baker, Amber M.     D       A
Baker, Kristin, M.D.     R       B
Balkcom, Jennifer     R       B
Ball, Cynthia      D       C
Belk, Mary      D       C
Bell, John R., IV      R       A+ 
Biggs, Brian      R       F
Blackwell, Hugh      R       C
Bradford, John R., III     R       A+ 
Brisson, William D.     R       C
Brockman, Cecil      D       A
Brody, Mark      R       C
Brown, Terry M. Jr.     D       A
Brown, Gloristine     D       A
Brown, Kanika      D       A
Buansi, Allen      D       C
Budd, Laura      D       A
Butler, Deb      D       F
Cairns, Celeste C.     R       B
Carney, Becky      D       A
Cervania, Maria      D       F
Chesser, Allen      R       A
Clampitt, Mike      R       C
Clemmons, Ashton Wheeler     D       A
Cleveland, George G.     R       D
Cotham, Tricia Ann     R       A
Crawford, Sarah      D       A
Crutchfield, Kevin     R       A
Cunningham, Carla D.     D       A
Dahle, Allison A.      D       A
Davis, Ted, Jr.      R       A
Dixon, Jimmy      R       C
Elmore, Jeffrey      R       C
Everitt, Terence      D       A

Faircloth, John      R       A
Fontenot, Ken      R       A
Gill, Rosa U.      D       A
Gillespie, Karl E.      R       A
Goodwin, Edward C.     R       A
Greene, Dudley      R       A
Hall, Kyle      R       A
Hall, Destin      R       A
Hardister, Jon      R       A
Harris, Wesley, PhD     D       A
Harrison, Pricey      D       F
Hastings, Kelly E.     R       B
Hawkins, Zack      D       A
Howard, Julia C.      R       F
Humphrey, Chris     R       A
Iler, Frank      R       A
Jackson, Neal      R       B
Jackson, Frances, PhD     D       A
Jeffers, B. Ray      D       A
John, Joe      D       A
Johnson, Jake      R       B
Jones, Brenden H.     R       A
Jones, Abe      D       D
Kidwell, Keith      R       F
Lambeth, Donny     R       A+ 
Liu, Ya       D       A
Loftis, Donnie      R       F
Lofton, Brandon      D       C
Logan, Carolyn G.     D       A
Longest, Tim      D       C
Lowery, Jarrod      R       A
Lucas, Marvin W.     D       A
Majeed, Nasif      D       A
McNeely, Jeffrey C.     R       A
Miller, Charles W.     R       A
Mills, Grey      R       B
Moore, Tim      R       A
Morey, Marcia      D       C
Moss, Ben T., Jr.      R       C
Paré, Erin      R       A

NAME   PARTY  GRADE
Penny, Howard, Jr.     R       A
Pickett, Ray      R       A
Pierce, Garland E.     D       A
Pike, Joseph      R       A
Pless, Mark      R       D
Potts, Larry W.      R       A
Prather, Lindsey      D       D
Price, Renée A.      D       C
Pyrtle, A. Reece, Jr.     R       A
Quick, Amos L., III     D       A
Reeder, Timothy, MD     R       B
Reives, Robert T., II     D       A+ 
Riddell, Dennis      R       B
Roberson, James     D       A
Ross, Stephen M.     R       A
Rudow, Caleb      D       C
Saine, Jason      R       A
Sasser, Wayne      R       A
Sauls, John      R       A
Setzer, Mitchell S.     R       A+ 
Shepard, Phil      R       C
Smith, Charles      D       A
Smith, Carson      R       C
Sossamon, Frank     R       A
Staton-Williams, Diamond     D       C
Stevens, Sarah      R       A
Strickland, Larry C.     R       B
Torbett, John A.      R       B
Tyson, Steve      R       A
von Haefen, Julie     D       C
Ward, Bill      R       D
Warren, Harry      R       B
Watford, Sam      R       A
Wheatley, Diane     R       C
White, Donna      R       C
Willingham, Shelly     D       A
Willis, David      R       C
Winslow, Matthew     R       A
Wray, Michael H.     D       A
Zenger, Jeff      R       B

NAME   PARTY  GRADE

sorted by name
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Penny, Howard, Jr.     R       A
Pickett, Ray      R       A
Pierce, Garland E.     D       A
Pike, Joseph      R       A
Pless, Mark      R       D
Potts, Larry W.      R       A
Prather, Lindsey      D       D
Price, Renée A.      D       C
Pyrtle, A. Reece, Jr.     R       A
Quick, Amos L., III     D       A
Reeder, Timothy, MD     R       B
Reives, Robert T., II     D       A+ 
Riddell, Dennis      R       B
Roberson, James     D       A
Ross, Stephen M.     R       A
Rudow, Caleb      D       C
Saine, Jason      R       A
Sasser, Wayne      R       A
Sauls, John      R       A
Setzer, Mitchell S.     R       A+ 
Shepard, Phil      R       C
Smith, Charles      D       A
Smith, Carson      R       C
Sossamon, Frank     R       A
Staton-Williams, Diamond     D       C
Stevens, Sarah      R       A
Strickland, Larry C.     R       B
Torbett, John A.      R       B
Tyson, Steve      R       A
von Haefen, Julie     D       C
Ward, Bill      R       D
Warren, Harry      R       B
Watford, Sam      R       A
Wheatley, Diane     R       C
White, Donna      R       C
Willingham, Shelly     D       A
Willis, David      R       C
Winslow, Matthew     R       A
Wray, Michael H.     D       A
Zenger, Jeff      R       B

NAME   PARTY  GRADE

2023 Affordable Healthcare Scorecard Grades
SENATE
NAME   PARTY  GRADE

Adcock, Gale         D       A
Alexander, W. Ted        R       A
Applewhite, Val         D       A
Barnes, Lisa S.         R       A
Batch, Sydney         D       A
Berger, Phil         R       A+
Blue, Dan         D       A+
Bode, Mary Wills        D       A
Britt, Earl, Jr.         R       A
Burgin, Jim         R       A+ 
Chaudhuri, Jay J.        D       A
Corbin, Kevin         R       A+
Craven, David W., Jr.        R       A+
Daniel, Warren         R       A
Ford, Carl         R       A
Galey, Amy S.         R       A
Garrett, Michael         D       A
Grafstein, Lisa         D       C
Hanig, Bobby         R       A
Hise, Ralph         R       A+
Hunt, Rachel         D       A
Jackson, Brent         R       A
Jarvis, Steve         R       A
Johnson, Todd         R       A+ 
Krawiec, Joyce         R       A+ 

Lazzara, Michael A.        R       A
Lee, Michael V.         R       A
Lowe, Paul A., Jr.        D       A
Marcus, Natasha R.        D       F
Mayfield, Julie         D       F
McInnis, Tom         R       A
Meyer, Graig         D       D
Moffitt, Timothy D.        R       A
Mohammed, Mujtaba A.        D       C
Murdock, Natalie S.        D       A
Newton, Paul         R       A
Newton, E.S. “Buck”        R       A
Overcash, Brad         R       A
Perry, Jim         R       A+ 
Proctor, Dean         R       A+
Rabon, Bill         R       A+
Robinson, Gladys A.        D       A
Salvador, DeAndrea        D       A
Sanderson, Norman W.        R       B
Sawrey, Benton G.        R       A
Sawyer, Vickie         R       A
Settle, Eddie         R       B
Smith, Kandie D.        D       A
Waddell, Joyce         D       A
Woodard, Mike         D       A+ 

NAME   PARTY  GRADE

sorted by name
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2023 Affordable Healthcare Scorecard Grades
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
NAME   PARTY  GRADE
Alston, Vernetta      D      A+ 
Bell, John R., IV      R      A+ 
Bradford, John R., III     R      A+ 
Lambeth, Donny     R      A+ 
Reives, Robert T., II     D      A+ 
Setzer, Mitchell S.     R      A+ 
Arp, Dean      R      A
Baker, Amber M.     D      A
Brockman, Cecil      D      A
Brown, Terry M. Jr.     D      A
Brown, Gloristine     D      A
Brown, Kanika      D      A
Budd, Laura      D      A
Carney, Becky      D      A
Chesser, Allen      R      A
Clemmons, Ashton Wheeler     D      A
Cotham, Tricia Ann     R      A
Crawford, Sarah      D      A
Crutchfield, Kevin     R      A
Cunningham, Carla D.     D      A
Dahle, Allison A.      D      A
Davis, Ted, Jr.      R      A
Everitt, Terence      D      A
Faircloth, John      R      A
Fontenot, Ken      R      A
Gill, Rosa U.      D      A
Gillespie, Karl E.      R      A
Goodwin, Edward C.     R      A
Greene, Dudley      R      A
Hall, Kyle      R      A
Hall, Destin      R      A
Hardister, Jon      R      A
Harris, Wesley, PhD     D      A
Hawkins, Zack      D      A
Humphrey, Chris     R      A
Iler, Frank      R      A
Jackson, Frances, PhD     D      A
Jeffers, B. Ray      D      A
John, Joe      D      A
Jones, Brenden H.     R      A

Liu, Ya       D       A
Logan, Carolyn G.     D       A
Lowery, Jarrod      R       A
Lucas, Marvin W.     D       A
Majeed, Nasif      D       A
McNeely, Jeffrey C.     R       A
Miller, Charles W.     R       A
Moore, Tim      R       A
Paré, Erin      R       A
Penny, Howard, Jr.     R       A
Pickett, Ray      R       A
Pierce, Garland E.     D       A
Pike, Joseph      R       A
Potts, Larry W.      R       A
Pyrtle, A. Reece, Jr.     R       A
Quick, Amos L., III     D       A
Roberson, James     D       A
Ross, Stephen M.     R       A
Saine, Jason      R       A
Sasser, Wayne      R       A
Sauls, John      R       A
Smith, Charles      D       A
Sossamon, Frank     R       A
Stevens, Sarah      R       A
Tyson, Steve      R       A
Watford, Sam      R       A
Willingham, Shelly     D       A
Winslow, Matthew     R       A
Wray, Michael H.     D       A
Alexander, Kelly M., Jr.     D       B
Baker, Kristin, M.D.     R       B
Balkcom, Jennifer     R       B
Cairns, Celeste C.     R       B
Hastings, Kelly E.     R       B
Jackson, Neal      R       B
Johnson, Jake      R       B
Mills, Grey      R       B
Reeder, Timothy, MD     R       B
Riddell, Dennis      R       B
Strickland, Larry C.     R       B

NAME   PARTY  GRADE
Torbett, John A.      R       B
Warren, Harry      R       B
Zenger, Jeff      R       B
Adams, Jay      R       C
Ager, Eric      D       C
Autry, John      D       C
Ball, Cynthia      D       C
Belk, Mary      D       C
Blackwell, Hugh      R       C
Brisson, William D.     R       C
Brody, Mark      R       C
Buansi, Allen      D       C
Clampitt, Mike      R       C
Dixon, Jimmy      R       C
Elmore, Jeffrey      R       C
Lofton, Brandon      D       C
Longest, Tim      D       C
Morey, Marcia      D       C
Moss, Ben T., Jr.      R       C
Shepard, Phil      R       C
Price, Renée A.      D       C
Rudow, Caleb      D       C
Smith, Carson      R       C
Staton-Williams, Diamond     D       C
von Haefen, Julie     D       C
Wheatley, Diane     R       C
White, Donna      R       C
Willis, David      R       C
Cleveland, George G.     R       D
Jones, Abe      D       D
Pless, Mark      R       D
Prather, Lindsey      D       D
Ward, Bill      R       D
Biggs, Brian      R       F
Butler, Deb      D       F
Cervania, Maria      D       F
Harrison, Pricey      D       F
Howard, Julia C.      R       F
Kidwell, Keith      R       F
Loftis, Donnie      R       F

NAME   PARTY  GRADE

sorted by grade
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Torbett, John A.      R       B
Warren, Harry      R       B
Zenger, Jeff      R       B
Adams, Jay      R       C
Ager, Eric      D       C
Autry, John      D       C
Ball, Cynthia      D       C
Belk, Mary      D       C
Blackwell, Hugh      R       C
Brisson, William D.     R       C
Brody, Mark      R       C
Buansi, Allen      D       C
Clampitt, Mike      R       C
Dixon, Jimmy      R       C
Elmore, Jeffrey      R       C
Lofton, Brandon      D       C
Longest, Tim      D       C
Morey, Marcia      D       C
Moss, Ben T., Jr.      R       C
Shepard, Phil      R       C
Price, Renée A.      D       C
Rudow, Caleb      D       C
Smith, Carson      R       C
Staton-Williams, Diamond     D       C
von Haefen, Julie     D       C
Wheatley, Diane     R       C
White, Donna      R       C
Willis, David      R       C
Cleveland, George G.     R       D
Jones, Abe      D       D
Pless, Mark      R       D
Prather, Lindsey      D       D
Ward, Bill      R       D
Biggs, Brian      R       F
Butler, Deb      D       F
Cervania, Maria      D       F
Harrison, Pricey      D       F
Howard, Julia C.      R       F
Kidwell, Keith      R       F
Loftis, Donnie      R       F

NAME   PARTY  GRADE

2023 Affordable Healthcare Scorecard Grades
SENATE
NAME   PARTY  GRADE

Berger, Phil       R       A+
Blue, Dan       D       A+
Corbin, Kevin       R       A+
Craven, David W., Jr.      R       A+
Hise, Ralph       R       A+
Proctor, Dean       R       A+
Rabon, Bill       R       A+
Burgin, Jim       R       A+ 
Johnson, Todd       R       A+ 
Krawiec, Joyce       R       A+ 
Perry, Jim       R       A+ 
Woodard, Mike       D       A+ 
Adcock, Gale       D       A
Alexander, W. Ted      R       A
Applewhite, Val       D       A
Barnes, Lisa S.       R       A
Batch, Sydney       D       A
Bode, Mary Wills      D       A
Britt, Earl, Jr.       R       A
Chaudhuri, Jay J.      D       A
Daniel, Warren       R       A
Ford, Carl       R       A
Galey, Amy S.       R       A
Garrett, Michael       D       A
Hanig, Bobby       R       A

Hunt, Rachel       D       A
Jackson, Brent       R       A
Jarvis, Steve       R       A
Lazzara, Michael A.      R       A
Lee, Michael V.       R       A
Lowe, Paul A., Jr.      D       A
McInnis, Tom       R       A
Moffitt, Timothy D.      R       A
Murdock, Natalie S.      D       A
Newton, Paul       R       A
Newton, E.S. “Buck”      R       A
Overcash, Brad       R       A
Robinson, Gladys A.      D       A
Salvador, DeAndrea      D       A
Sawrey, Benton G.      R       A
Sawyer, Vickie       R       A
Smith, Kandie D.      D       A
Waddell, Joyce       D       A
Sanderson, Norman W.      R       B
Settle, Eddie       R       B
Grafstein, Lisa       D       C
Mohammed, Mujtaba A.      D       C
Meyer, Graig       D       D
Marcus, Natasha R.      D       F
Mayfield, Julie       D       F

NAME   PARTY  GRADE
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sorted by grade
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