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This resource has been created by the Diocese of Nottingham Education
Service and the Department for Adult Formation for Mission. A constant
conversation across the diocese is how can schools and parishes work
more closely together. It is something that both schools and parishes want
– a stronger relationship so they can better live out their joint mission in
the area they serve. 

This document is a collection of ideas to celebrate the day in the parish,
adaptable prayers and blessings, and ideas that parishes and schools can
use to help the families they serve grow in faith and make the bonds
stronger between communities. 

We are very much aware that there are some parishes that serve a number
of schools, and schools (particularly secondary schools) which serve
multiple parishes. Therefore this will need some coordination between the
schools and parishes to ensure no community feels left out. 

It is also the case that due to the large geography of our diocese there are
parishes without a school connected to them. There is a second part of this
document containing prayers and blessings that can be used for these
cases when children may be home schooled, attend non-Catholic schools,
or attend schools outside the parish. Such parishes can make their
parishioners aware in advance about how Education Sunday is being
marked in the parish in the weeks leading up to it. 

We hope this booklet is helpful for you and your community.

Fr Simon Gillespie           Peter Giorgio                   Joe Hopkins
Episcopal Vicar               Director of Education     Director of Adult
for Catholic Education                                              Formation for Mission         
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Ideas for celebrating 
Education Sunday 

in the Parish
School to lead ministries in Mass
An obvious one to start with would be for the school to lead the various
ministries in the Sunday Mass – welcomers, readers for the Liturgy of the
Word and Prayers of the Faithful (which pupils could write), offertory,
collection, music (even if it is just one or two hymns), after Mass
refreshments etc. It is even better when this can become a regular event
in the parish’s and school’s calendar. 
If there are multiple schools serving a single parish, parts of the Mass
could be shared out between each school.

Invitation to New Starters
A special welcome to new starters in the school (Foundation Year, Year 7,
new pupils in other years, teaching and non-teaching staff) is a great way
of showing the one community of the school and parish. See the
Blessings section for ideas how this could be done.

Children’s Liturgy led by the school
This would be most appropriate for children of Key Stage 1 and below
(aged 7 and under). It could be really lovely if the Chaplaincy Team from
the local Secondary School (or the older pupils in the primary school), led
this for the younger children in the parish (of course supported by staff
and/or catechists). Alternatively, if the local school has a Lay Chaplain, it
might be a great opportunity for him or her to lead something on the day.
This could also be led by the RE Coordinator or another member of
school staff who has responsibility for collective worship in the school. It
would help the parish see how things are done in school and vice-versa.

Appeal from Foundation Governor
A natural link between the school and the parish are the foundation
governors. Our schools across the diocese need more foundation
governors but often most people do not understand the role of a school
governor. The Diocesan Education Service has put together a script (see
end of document) to help current Foundation Governors encourage
fellow parishioners to apply to fulfil this role.
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Another traditional activity on this day is to invite a member of the school
leadership team (such as headteacher or deputy headteacher), to speak
about what the school is doing/has achieved or to give a reflection on the
Sunday readings and how the school aims to live/is living this out. This
could also be an opportunity to seek ideas of how the mutual support
between the school and the parish could grow further.

Appeal for Volunteers
There are many ways that parishioners could support schools in a
voluntary capacity. This could be a great time to share the different
opportunities and invite those interested to contact the school. On the
parish side it could be a great time for the parish to highlight where they
might need support or guidance that the school could give. 

Invitation to families
Often when the school leads things in the parish it can bring families who
are not yet connected to the parish, or who may have drifted away
(particularly during lockdown), this could be a great time to welcome
them back and highlight what is available in the parish to help parents live
out the promises they made to God at their child’s baptism.

Presentation/Reflection from School
Leadership/Chaplain

Charity Fundraising
There is so much great fundraising done in our schools and parishes. This
could be a great day to highlight a school charity or do some fundraising
such as a bake sale. It could also be a great opportunity to launch a joint
charity for the parish and the school to support together.

Prayer Card
The children could produce a prayer card for the School Prayer (if the
school has one), to be given to parishioners to take away and pray for the
school that year. Alternatively, a joint prayer for the parish and the school
could be created and launched.
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Prayers and Blessings
In this section prayers and blessings have been collated for use in
the Mass for Education Sunday but they could be adapted and
used at other times in the year when the parish and school come
together. This section includes:

Order of
Blessing of

Students and
Teachers

Order of
Welcome for
New Starters

Blessing of
School Bags

and Equipment

Prayers over
the People and

Solemn
Blessings

Examples and
Themes for

Prayers of the
Faithful
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This blessing would also be appropriate if a parish does not have a school
associated with it and prayed this blessing on the school aged parishioners
who are home schooled, attend a non-Catholic School or a school outside the
parish.
This rite follows the Prayers of the Faithful in the place of the closing prayer see
below for suggested prayers of intercession. With hands extended over the
students and teachers, the celebrant says immediately:
 
Lord our God,
in your wisdom and love
you surround us with the mysteries of the universe.
In times long past you sent us your prophets
to teach your laws
and to bear witness to your undying love.
You sent us your Son
to teach us by word and example
that true wisdom comes from you alone.

Send your Spirit upon these students and their teachers
and fill them with your wisdom and blessings.
Grant that during this academic year
they may devote themselves to their studies
and share what they have learned from others.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

or:

Lord God,
your Spirit of wisdom fills the earth
and teaches us your ways.

Look upon these students.
Let them enjoy their learning
and take delight in new discoveries.
Help them to persevere in their studies
and give them the desire to learn all things well.

Look upon these teachers.
Let them strive to share their knowledge with gentle patience
and endeavour always to bring the truth to eager minds.
Grant that students and teachers alike may follow Jesus Christ,
the way, the truth, and the life,
for ever and ever.
R. Amen.
 
The Mass continues as usual.

Order of the Blessing of Students and Teachers within Mass
(Taken from the Book of Blessings, Chapter 5)
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Following the Prayer after Communion the following may be used as a Prayer
over the People as part of the final blessing.
The celebrant says with hands outstretched over the people:
May God teach you his ways
and lead you to the joys of his kingdom,
now and for ever.
R. Amen.
Then he blesses all present.
And may almighty God bless you all,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
The words of dismissal are then proclaimed by the deacon, or if there is not
one present, the celebrant himself.

Order for welcoming New Starters (Adapted from the Order for
the Welcoming of New Parishioners. Taken from the Book of
Blessings, Chapter 66)

After the greeting at the beginning of Mass the celebrant introduces the new
starters to the people. If desired the priest may invite the persons to stand in
their place or come before the congregation. After the new starters have
been presented the people may express their welcome by applause or in
some other suitable way. Below is given an example of what could be said:

Dear brothers and sisters,
on this Education Sunday we are joined by the newest members of [name of
school] community, our parish school.
We have [Name of Year group/class] and pupils from [class or year group
other new starters have come from] as well as [names of new members of
staff]; who join us and ask for our prayers and God’s blessing as they begin
this new journey.
Please hold them in your prayers today.

A prayer of blessing may be said now or as part of the prayers of the faithful,
an example of a prayer for the start of the Mass is given below.

Loving Father,
You welcome all people into your one family,
we pray for these newest members of our school community,
may they always feel welcomed and part of the school and parish
community,
and may their time at [Name of School] help them to grow closer to you their
creator and God.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord.
R. Amen.
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This blessing is not just for those who attend the parish school (if there is one)
pupils who are home schooled, attend non-Catholic schools or a school outside
the parish should be encouraged to bring their bag to be blessed.

Before the Mass it should be decided if the children will keep their bag with
them and hold it up for the blessing or if they are to be collected at an
appropriate place on the sanctuary.
 

At the end of the intercessions (after the Hail Mary, and in place of the
concluding prayer) the celebrant asks the pupils and students present to hold
up their school bags, and then concludes the intercessions by praying:
 
God of love, 
we believe that you are the source of all wisdom, peace and joy.
As we gather on this Education Sunday, 
at the beginning of this school year, 
we pray for these children will have open minds and open hearts. 
May it be a year full of promise for each one of them and for all who will guide
and teach them. 
May they continue to grow in knowledge, wisdom and love for You and one
another.
If appropriate the priest blesses the bags with Holy Water. The celebrant
continues the prayer with hands extended over the bags/pupils and their
bags (depending where the bags are).
Send down Your blessing on these school bags 
and all who carry them during this school year. 
When they feel nervous/anxious, may they be filled with Your peace,
when they are confused/uncertain, may Your Son show them the way,
and when they feel tired, may Your Holy Spirit fill them with energy.

May their minds always be open to learning.
May their friends always build them up 
and may they be a friend who supports and encourages.

May they always be aware of Your loving presence 
and may they bring that loving presence to everyone they meet.
We make these and all our prayers through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.
 
The Mass continues as usual.

Blessing of School Bags and Equipment (Adapted from the Rite
published by the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlan, Ireland).
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Suggested themes and examples of the Prayers of the Faithful

For the Pope, Bishop Patrick and all the clergy 
For the Church 
For pupils as they begin a new school year 
For those facing exams 
For school leaders
For teachers 
For new members of the school community 
For all who seek the truth 
For parents and carers 
For those in the school community who have died 

For the Pope, Bishop Patrick and all the clergy – that they will live out their
office of teaching all the faithful 
For the Church and Catholic Schools– that we would be a witness to the
world of the fullness of truth
For pupils as they begin a new school year – they will be able use the gifts
they have received from God
For those facing exams – that they will not be overcome by fear or
anxiety but able to recall and demonstrate all they have learnt
For School Leaders – that they may have the patience and courage
needed to be servant leaders
For teachers – be blessed in this great vocation and be able to share their
knowledge
For new members of the school community – that they will feel welcome
and not isolated
For all who seek the truth – that through study of the world God created
they will discover him
For parents and carers – as the first teachers of children they will always
witness the love and care of God the Father.
For those in the school community who have died 

Basic list of themes

Detailed list of themes

Example of Prayers of the Faithful for Education Sunday
Please remember that Bidding Prayers are directed at the congregation
encouraging them to pray for the particular intention so should not begin
Dear God…
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Celebrant:  God is the source of all wisdom and knowledge. Let us ask him to          
.                   bless those who seek to learn, their families and their teachers.
 

Reader:      We pray for Pope Francis, Bishop Patrick, [NAME OF PARISH PRIEST  
.                 AND ANY ASSISTANT PRIESTS AND DEACONS IN THE PARISH]. .           
....                Pause. We ask God to give them the strength they need to live out
..                 the mission he has called them to of teaching and preaching, so     
 ..                 that we may all know the love of God. Pause. Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:      We pray for our parish and school(s). Pause We pray that we will 
 ....                always witness to our wider community the truth of the Gospel, so
...                 that we can shape our society to become the Kingdom of God.
..............         Pause. Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:      We pray for all pupils as we begin our new school year. Pause We
.....                pray that they will be filled with the Holy Spirit so they will grow in
..                  knowledge and wisdom this year and be able to use the individual
..                  gifts they have been given by God. Pause. Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:      We pray for all those who will face exams this year. Pause In this
.......              very stressful year we pray that God will free them from all anxiety  
...                 and inspire them to recall and demonstrate in their exams all they
....                have learnt. Pause. Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:      We pray for School Leaders, [name of head teacher], the Multi
..............         Academy Trust Staff and the School governors. Pause We ask
..................      Jesus to fill them with patience and understanding so that they
...................     may work as servant leaders encouraging and supporting all those
.....               in their care Pause. Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:     We pray for all teachers. Pause We asks God’s blessing on them as
.....               they carry on the work of Jesus in forming pupils, may they be able  
..                 to share their knowledge and encourage a passion in all those they
...                teach. Pause. Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:      We pray for all new members of our school community. Pause May
...                 they feel welcomed and not lonely and may through this
......................... community come to know the love God has for them. Pause. Lord
........             in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer
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Reader:      We pray for all those who seek truth. Pause May their search for
.........             truth direct them to Jesus Christ who is the way, the truth and the
........              life. Pause. Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:      We pray for parents and carers. Pause We pray for these who are
.......              the first teachers of faith, may by their love and faith be an
....................    example to their children of the love of God their Father. Pause.
...............        Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:      We pray for all those connected to our school community who
.............          have died in the past year. Pause (We pray for [Name anyone in
.............          particular here]) may they be welcomed into the peace of
......................   paradise. Pause. Lord in your mercy.
Response: Hear our prayer

Reader:      We ask Mary our Mother, seat of wisdom, to pray with us and for
......               us as we say: Hail Mary…

Reader:      In a moment of silence we place before the Lord our own prayers
.........            and intentions
If the blessing for Students and Teachers is nor being used the prayers of the
faithful conclude as follows:
Celebrant:  Divine Teacher, hear the prayers of those who are gathered today
...............         and help them see in all their studies the path that leads to
......................    deeper communion with you who live and reign for ever and ever. 
Response:   Amen

Prayers over the People and Solemn Blessings

Solemn Blessings taken from the Roman Missal
Following the Post Communion prayer, and after any notices have been given,
the Deacon, or in his absence the celebrant himself says the invitation: Bow
down for the blessing. Then the priest with hands extended over the people,
says the blessing, with all responding: Amen. Following the blessing the
words of dismissal are pronounced
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For Ordinary Time II (RM p.715)

May the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
R. Amen.

or

For Ordinary Time III (RM p.715)

May almighty God bless you in his kindness
and pour out saving wisdom upon you.
R. Amen.

May he nourish you always with the teachings of the faith
and make you persevere in holy deeds.
R. Amen.

May he turn your steps towards himself
and show you the path of charity and peace.
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
R. Amen.

or

For Ordinary Time VI (RM p.717)

May God bless you with every heavenly blessing,
Make you always holy and pure in his sight,
pour out in abundance upon you the riches of his glory,
and teach you the words of truth;
may he instruct you in the Gospel of salvation,
and ever endow you with fraternal charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
R. Amen.
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Prayers over the People taken from the Roman Missal
Alternatively, to one of the above solemn blessings, a prayer over the people
may be used. Following the Post Communion prayer, and after any notices
have been given, the Deacon, or in his absence the celebrant himself says
the invitation: Bow down for the blessing. Then the priest with hands
outstretched over the people, says the prayer, with all responding: Amen.
After the prayer, the celebrant always adds: And may the blessing of almighty
God, the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, come down on you and
remain with you for ever. R. Amen. Following the blessing the words of
dismissal are pronounced.

2. (RM p.722)

Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that the Christian people
may understand the truths they profess
and love the heavenly liturgy
in which they participate.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

or

11. (RM p.723)

Keep your family, we pray, O Lord,
in your constant care,
so that, under your protection,
they may be free from all troubles
and by good works show dedication to your name.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

or

25. (RM p.726)

Keep your family safe, O Lord, we pray,
and grant them the abundance of your mercies,
that they may find growth
through the teachings and the gifts of heaven..
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

Or the prayer over the people linked to the blessing of Students and
Teachers may be used if that blessing has been used in the Mass.



15

After Education Sunday 

Prayer Booklet
It has been mentioned in the first section that the school prayer could be
given to parishioners but there could also be a prayer booklet given to
families with the encouragement to pray it on a set day or a set time
each week. These could be a collection of prayers that are prayed in
school or prayers written by pupils.

5 Tips for prayer for families

Keep it special: have a particular time when you are not rushing off for
something else, where gadgets are put away, maybe in a particular
spot in your home or with a focus of a candle, cross, statue or open
bible; start and finish with the Sign of the Cross.
Keep it simple: it does not have to be very long; a few minutes is
enough. It doesn’t become onerous or tasking but part of the day.
Keep it varied: try different times of prayer – use music, traditional
prayers, the angelus, a bible reading, prayers you make up on the
spot. Show that prayer is not just one set way.
Keep it honest: it should feel that it is real and not put on that what is
prayed for is what is on the members of the family’s heart, it is not
done for show but because we believe pray makes a difference.
Keep it: be dedicated to it, especially when time is tight, or you are
tired. The discipline of prayer highlights its importance. We make a
daily commitment to brush your teeth no matter what, we can make a
daily commitment to prayer too.

A leaflet or handout could be prepared and handed out to families to
help them with praying together for example it could include 5 tips for
praying:

Invitations
To either the next school or parish event. Let this day be a springboard to
the next event. It will show that it is not tokenistic but a focal point of the
connection between the school and parish community. 

This section is to give ideas of how families, schools and parishes can
work more closely together, so that what is celebrated on Education

Sunday is the norm rather than a one off.

Things to take away on the day
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Try to plan a couple of events in the year as shared events or sharing
facilities – could a parish event happen in school and a school event in
the parish? How could the major seasons, feasts (including if the school
and parish share a feast day) be celebrated together? What social or
community events could be done together?

Prayer box/Intentions
Could there be a place for intentions for the school to be brought in the
Church or vice versa? In this way each community is praying for and with
each other all year round.

A shared calendar

Skill Sharing
How can the expertise that exists in both the school and the parish
support each other? For example could a senior server or MC come to
school to support/train school altar servers? Could the school create
cards or pictures that EMHCs could bring to the housebound? Can the
school work with the SVP to host an afternoon tea for the elderly or
housebound? Can the parish music group help the peripatetic music
teachers with liturgical music suggestions? Or could the music teachers
support the development or growth of a choir or music group? 
Schools have a great depth of experience of supporting children with
various learning difficulties or additional needs access the curriculum.
How could this experience help catechists in parishes support children?

Developing the relationship between school & parish further


