
 

2021 Zweigelt 

 

Philosophy  
While the Zweigelt grape may sound like an exotic variety for us here in the states, it is the 
most widely planted red grape in the country of Austria. Wines produced from this grape are 
often bright, playful, and quaffable. When we grafted this variety into the vineyard in 2017, 
we had no idea that we would be able to achieve a complex and compelling expression while 
remaining juicy, nervy, and oh, so drinkable! Our Zweigelt is adorned with a beautiful label 
from our friend Yong, featuring our favorite mascot on the property. The Great Blue Herons 
are a common sighting at Johan, as they love to hang in our ponds and hunt voles in the 
vineyard. We thought this was a perfect fit for this blue-hued beauty of a wine! 
 
Vintage Notes 
The Pacific Northwest experienced a relatively warm winter during 2020-2021, and much of 
the Willamette valley saw average to below average winter precipitation. With a cool and dry 
start to the growing season, we saw budbreak the third week of April and progressed through 
a few heat spikes and then onto some cool weather in late May, and rain during flowering in 
June. The most memorable weather event of 2021 was the epic “heat dome” in late June, which 
fortunately did not damage the vines or developing berries thanks to the timing of the event 
and corresponding plant growth stage. The remainder of the growing season was warmer 
than average, with a cool down in both August and during harvest in October. In comparison 
to 2020, fruit set was consistent but yielded smaller clusters and berries overall. 2021 was a 
wonderful growing season, with low disease pressure, average yields and perfect clusters - 
which led to concentrated, fresh and complex wines across all clones and varieties at Johan. 
 
Production Notes 
Our Zweigelt grapes come from the northeast corner of our property. Once harvested, the 
grapes are fermented using exclusively native yeast (both primary and malolactic), with 
approximately 15% whole cluster fermentation. The wine was aged for 11 months in neutral 
French oak barrels (1x 500L puncheon and 5x 228L).  
 
Production: 176 cases produced  
Alcohol: 10% 
pH: 3.29 
TA: 6.6 g/L 


