




























WeekTWO
Study Guide

15

Times of need (we doubt God’s provision or our ability to obey).
Times of plenty (we trust our own resources and grow lazy in faith).
Times of delay (we grow impatient with God’s timing).

FOCUS VERSE
 “I will bless you…so that you will be a blessing.” Genesis 12:2

PREPARE THROUGH PRAYER
“Lord, bless me and make me a blessing to others.”

MESSAGE NOTES
Genesis 12:10-20; Hebrews 11:6

Last week we learned how God called Abraham to follow him into the unknown so
that he could bless Abraham, his family, and the larger world. Abraham obeyed and
blessings followed. This week, we will discover there are threats to the life of faith.
Amazingly, both need and plenty proved to be threats to Abraham. And both
threaten our faith today. Let’s allow Abraham’s story to equip us for the threats we
face. Here are some truths about threats to our walk of faith. Our faith may be
threatened during:

What threats to living by faith are you experiencing now�

How have you rationalized the temptation to walk in disobedience because of      
that threat�

What consequences might follow your disobedience�

If you have gotten off the path of faith, what is the first step you must take toward   a
life of faith�

QUESTIONS TO REFLECT ON FROM TODAY’S MESSAGE
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God always keeps his promises.
God often keeps his promises in a surprising way.
God keeps his promises in his own time, not ours.
God keeps his promises to bless his people and advance his mission.

FOCUS VERSE
“I will bless you…so that you will be a blessing.” Genesis 12:2

PREPARE THROUGH PRAYER
“Lord, bless me and make me a blessing to others.”

MESSAGE NOTES
Genesis 15:1-21, 16:1-15, 17:1-8, 21:1-7

Last week we learned about threats to Abraham’s life of faith. He faced the dangers
posed by both need and plenty. Abraham failed the test of need but passed the test
of plenty. This week, we will see how God delivered on his promise to bless Abraham
and Sarah with a child—a son, Isaac. But the path of faith Abraham walked was long
and winding. And when God finally delivered on his promise, it was quite a surprise.
That is often true in our lives as well. We think we know exactly how God should
answer our prayers and keep his promises, but he almost never operates that way.
God delights in surprising us for our good and his glory. Here are some truths about
the surprising ways God keeps his promise to bless us:

What promises from God are you expecting, but have not yet received�

How have you seen God grow your faith in the delay between the promise             
and the blessing�

QUESTIONS TO REFLECT ON FROM TODAY’S MESSGE
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Always, God works for our good, even when we cannot understand why or how.
Sometimes, God’s call will not make sense in the present.
Sometimes, God delivers his promise at the very last moment.

FOCUS VERSE
“I will bless you…so that you will be a blessing.” Genesis 12:2

PREPARE THROUGH PRAYER
“Lord, bless me and make me a blessing to others.”

MESSAGE NOTES
Genesis 22; Hebrews 11:17-19

Last week, we learned how God kept his promise to give Abraham and Sarah a son.
God delivered on that promise in the most surprising way. This week, we will close
our study of Abraham’s life by unpacking one of the most dramatic scenes in all of
Scripture—Abraham’s offer of Isaac. Like every previous step of faith, Abraham  
acted in response to God’s call, motivated by trust in God, and rewarded by God’s
blessing. Here are some truths about those times when God asks hard things: 

What is God calling you to do that does not seem to make sense�

How have you tried to clarify God’s call�

What past steps of faith have you taken that make you confident for your.             
next faith step�

Who can you talk with about this hard obedience�

QUESTIONS TO REFLECT ON FROM TODAY’S MESSAGE 










