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Connecting

Preservation
to Development

BY SUSAN PERCY

PRATD BY JENNIFER STALCUF

crenbe, the lush green community Seeve Nyvgren and bis wife, Marie, have
created incthe hill conntry of Sooth Fulton Cooanty, has been ealled 5 well-
NS SAmcEuary, an environmenial protofypse, s agribood, even g uropis

"We're a litthe of all those things" Nygren says, “bul more than that, we
sep pnrselves as a hiophilic commmunity,” which he defines as a place en-
compassing a love for all living systems and a respect Tor the past, “Eighly
years ago we just naturally understood that connectivity — with nature,
cach other. We had o healthier diet and lifestele.”

His efforts to renew that connection have produced 8 comomunity that
iz home to more than TO0 residents, incorporating soame 360 homes in four distinet neighbor-
hoods, an inn, farm-fo-table restaurants, hiking trails, an organic farm, a Monfeasori schoal,
a handful of stall shops and businesses, ancd vast expanses of open couniey, And s lew an-
exprechad amenities like bluoebsrry bushes — dozens of them — planted at crosswalks.
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MOST RESPECTED BUSINESS LEADER

“What Serenbe and Steve in particular have done is to shine a light on a better wav, His continued

vision is inspiring, and it has inspired others.” - Andrea Pinabell, president of the Southface Institute

"W mpe gt the forefromt of bringing eovirotunental practices mito the bullt environ-

ment,” e says

What started a8 a weekond escape ®ite for the Nygrens and their thies young
dghicrs in the eurly Tk, when Stove was still in the nestairant bisiness, has be-
cornie sl admallc comomurity Dhal B Bodh s Canaily enlerpeisee aono a msoake] ol respon-

sl alevirh CELHE T

Syveren s wirk has eamed him seores of awands, eloding the Global 'Wellness
Inistibnite’s Lesder i lnnovalbon Award and Southiface's Argon Awand - other winners
plis pecognition from the

inelide Ted Twmer, Arthur Blank and Ray Anderson
Urhan Land Institute ared the Arbants Bemonal Cormanission

Sodilhilace Institule President Andrea Plnabel] calls Nyvgren o vielonary and de-

arrib= his wiork s Trarsformul ol

"What Serenbe and Steve in pariicalar have done is to shine a light on g betier
wigy,” shae sioes, *Hls pcomlinued vision is nspriring, amnd I has bepined otbers As things
by prrogboesesedl, Vil Dhee Dl G wiellieessy, Ehee S B0 hesilths, Thas S T kel ool Ehe e

fir comrmenity, Seeve hos stayed e to that,”

Foar s vissaoay and bis abaliy o torm Ul vision mbo peadity, Serenbae loomder and
CEO Steve Kygren, T3, B Goorgrda Treed’a Most Respected Business Leader for 2008

Inspiralion

some S0 percent of the acreage s devel-
O] = 20 peroeiil of IE as besisbingg e rest
I8 preserved i8S greenspaoe

=eventy percent of the resadents hve
thicre permancilly = some are relined,
s e, sames work fromm Bamie,
The remmmeiring ) percenl coamee on week-
iepuds, Do says,

Developinent didn’t eome righl away
O Nypren sold his restanrant inber-
cals, the Mainkly tioved Lo Uhedr soth-ol-
the-city farmbouse permanently Trom
Ansley Park in Atlania, indrigoed by the
idea of iving aguictor Bife, 1le wies retined
Foor o ool seen yenrs

"We decided to step off the fread
milll,” be says, “We decidel Lo do this for
ot oown Dl fdd wesl liweas sened for oar
children, We were ahead of the frend
W wanied Lo grow our own fodod - thal
vears & personal decision, I0s now a huigge

bl LR

haxars aveny, it wouldn's work.”

Thes hibsaes af Sepeaile aie bath lmeasathes andd e sosee, Dot 560 = e exessition

that has made the commumity flouarieh.

Saepenle of fers o vty of howsing oglicns — pll bedlt ardd corfified (o Ewriliradl, or
Ty, Sk ke ls vl rEJHI h} Sowl balace gl 1hie Cepesator Ad Bz Assoctadion of Home
Baaibchiers. Condo and bownhome prices sta b the high 3200000 sinall eoftages ronge
Fircorm Ul awded-Ror (ks | e it S0 0, Laarpier esstantess caen nun well oncer 81 million

= Plamned for Sevisinability: “ar=abhs fom che 59

S ST CEN

Mo g wies (svisad Bie Mearie Nypron, drawing on Lhe nodions of seren
ity swrwll Bl — b= A2 ekl sarwd i e e wnecnens thian Basadt e hour Bcam dossmtiswn Adlanga
The Incation &8 a key component of ii8 snccess, Nygren says "I this were a couple of

AL

Preserving the beantilnl hill coantry
Darcznamne i csinsee whien thy readieed how
vilnerable it was o encronching urban
spruwl. That partbeular epiphany comne
RN FUROrTng mr i '..:!I.-:i'ﬂ. wliim Stove
and his aldest daugheer, Garmnie, now
OO0 gl Seronbe, encountored balldos:-
s 0§ IIl'IHllIIrH’ﬂIIH: Jar |-|'|-|'r|:|.', rces
ing trews and clearing the Land.

This spurred him (o action, He
Irl'ﬂi1|l By g g ||.|~.i|rh:.- jrroperiies
“All my real estate holdings e Mid-
town i what has basically Tunded
all this.™ He involved his nelghboms
in what became a lengthy process of
ulinnees, political skirmishes, soming
changes ani « 1|',u|gir|.,|.¢ | [TH] Wiy |u|'u]h||'
thoaght about preservation and baikd-
ireg

“The pnly way we coubd save il
was to protect and develon part of
it.” Nveren says. *l realized 1 couldn't
keop buying enogeh land (o probect,
sl preservation groups conldnt raise
enough money to protect it 1o the de-
wree Womeeaded (o b prodected,”

Serenbse sell comprises 1,200 aemes
within the 40,000-acre city of Chalta-
D buese FUELE=, welbod i) sdls witlin
the Chattahooches HIll Country, a

MOST RESPECTED BUSINESS LEADER STEVE NYGREN
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larger arca (now 65000 weres) covered by o molti-county
Band goning agrecient Nygren and s neighbors belped
fiorge

W broggthl Togdethaer SO0 Lancboswners Lo clormgde eondng oo
OO0 coca=s,” D weecsdls, T Wl peevcw=ss, e O pallmlwsocioss Hill
Conntry Alliance was fogmed t0 Bacilitate de prooess, “T0s really
momochiel, ™ NyvEnen sas, “corcting peeservition 1o developrent.
Tt &= vsmakly oo different things: this & a logical process off
bringing the two together.”

Commmunily

Mygren realized thad a big pat of the solfbon bead to be an
emvircrusentally sustainable community = "ot undeveloped, bad
dheveloped in the dght wi,” he says, “Conscious coneem is whial
read by b o el this = ) wiamiingg 0o b thonghiefied abant the way
wo ol 1"

Ay smentor was the kide Bage Ancberson, e Dberfae OO
wh changed his carped mamilaciuring Inisiness oo pollier
tir siedalnability beacder, In 2008, Anderson connected Sygmm to
e Bocky Mountain Institube, an eovironmeenial ink ke thal
Falpwese iy Fosrromakate his plons,

“It had o b= envircumental and had 60 have rms Nysren
sy, "So now wie are recognoed as one of At to put fanns fght
beeioncd Duomass = Uls b b Chee mperthaood sosesnscnl.

"1 kmew that arts haad ty be an impeortant part of what wo
were doing. We coubdn'e jisd give lip service.” A obc-time nel
gl Drawslier Do - | pesroenl oF Lhee sale price OF cachy Lo,
3 percvnd For lots — helps lund e Serenbe Artlsl In Resddence
Program and the ploneering Serenbe Playhovse, a thesier com-
iy Uil stages performances i ouldoor seilings, Wiss Saolgon
and Titande were recent productions. The iheater was recog

JELIT] D CEFY

MOST RESPECTED BUSINESS LEADER s STENENYBREN.

vk mice] hsemly Gt B oies

nized in Febnmry by Fost Company magazine os one of the 20
el limsaiive b thee couniry.

Houses began o go up in 2004 = Nygren notes that dhe firna 20
wsne achmlly pre-soll within 45 hoors, befone oy constroction
sbartisl, Ha= noeld Mane toavws) thedr omigbnel Brrmbsonea o T lan
it Serenbe, which his grown oo 27 mooms foe overnight goests; thisy
now e B0 o sencss Troon e Bloe-Eved Dassy Bake-
sy, wilibeh Tunetionss s an unalTetad compmmnity’ oemter, I s b
bedieves, the smallest gibver LEED-certified nglding in the U5

He can boaggione wod lvieg in e commmmunity b encated,
'lh"n.'l:'ll:-j_llnﬁ '.tll].-[]llrtg_h:_h i ol ol Dot b, Diosl ol Divesticad ks,
Mlany developers say, 'Ol you live there? How can you My e
syt 5 o oo vomn e | By i weeeds goes by Lol sonnieong
chiwaay T sdewre with oo 2 s Y ol v Ui life s 1'h:||;.[l"|1 Sl
miving heee.”

All of which wnderscores his and the community’s comamit-
miensl b0 wiellness. “We ane also in the forelront of another najor
trend = how the buile ensdronment and evenything around it af-
Frcts our healthe There is o obad focus on wellness.™ Time mmagd-
st currently Fealuns Serendwe in o spociol ssae thal ooks
th pedatbnshidp betwesen imdnaduads’ heakth aor sohere they Hive,

“Whint all this does = bamd planning, conmeciing (o natune,
conmwrtingg petgibors (o nelghibors for our persored hesdth,” is
besmiing mereasmely impotant. “Whers we were 20 vears ago
in the emironment i where we are today in wellness.”™ e 2as.
“We know somsetbing has o cluongye, We posd (o talk absout bow
wie ereate lifestyles whene peaple can live mone vitndly aod with
gredter well-being.™

Soalhlwe’s Pl neBles Uiy Do G Drosudesningd scoge of
i environrmenize nerement, "!'H:hl.'llll:lhlhl!y 1= 1l 1||L--|l alwmif
erwry efficiency or water efficiency or growing your own ool
s sl cnsuring thal you bave hoasingg amd servioes ol are
theaghifiol, healthy — and sostainadde. Serenbe does thae”

My Y

“The problem is the poor way we manage development versus development itself. As long as

you develop with nature rather than imposing development on nature, it totally changes the

character.” - Steve Nygren

e fotare. "We wand o be & semies-
fer away for environmental plan
mingt e suvs,

| :I'n l.IE!I‘I' IllE!lIl‘iI".I”{II'II

Nygren believes many of the in
novations that charactenze Serenbe
can be adapled o olher places =
evien those withoul 1he acreage or
thie alffoenee of his commuanity,

Tt s winl Serenbe i all ol

A PO RG-S apgirnecti Do whial
appear to b complicated issues”
b saiyis, “Toud wlen soodn peally Lol B
down, there are pretty simple solu-
fions that could apply to any [com-
iy | concept no matier J igs n
the midodbe of & bl covddronment. o
il e

“The principics bene cun be ap-
prlbed im ovarkonss waks I wiarkous
places, I you are looking st land
s, itE Teow youi ane more pesponsi-
b o] Beovwe woda conmect bo preople
Al look ar how Important natime s
We've jusst orpollon

“Thie prokslsn,” Mygnen sivs,
the poor way we manage develop-
menl  versis  developmient (sl
Ax bong & LT i, r'|u|,| wildi rgaliife
rather than inposing develapment

[ Satr

= el Birwndrding The Myos

Phird Chapter

fasmnly, Trom kalf, Eara, Wiena, Shivew, Mane ard Laamea

Boviren Beeslbsves eyin i B corgsiasste presaees coalil be accommesdated sl Serenle
i A weay That preserves the character of the land, "I we keep connecoed to natume amd deal
with traflie, this doosn't hve (o B bad, Desclopaent s pooomanocsting busimsses and
wha=me peogle Lve s ossential, We've st daone a b jobs of 5t

"T'm excioed about Sercnbe and the 2oning a8 8 natonal model, As soon a8 we can ha
e ol those mugor corporale ocations el would nomudly iopec] whnl seme considoer
bt s g b wiay, we cann s D! we e incorpeirate 5 i s very posdibve sy, aloag
with the same lifestyle.”

o paaluee, §E Dotally clusgies the clu-
pocter,” mweaning things like building
rosids that follow the natural eon-
bogers of e Tl sned Tuaew fling: sioermn-
sl vk gneeen ovseridors rdleer Uhan
Fianirg b vinedergroumad.

Bouthface’s Pinaboll sees wider
applieabilicy in W commection 1o
neature and the preservation prin-
ciples that guide Serenbe, “spe-
cifically as part of the design 1o
conserve anid protect lirge pars of
the b, then densily develapmaent
of odher pards” Soeh @ coneepl
winrks L anrben ik il b g LH L i
says, ds does the commitiment 1o
*Lhi ||I;|{|| ;1|'I-|'|H'l1till1.[ aned Ill.'.lllllj
bl behings.”

vk with him.
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Nvgren's pride in Serenbe B undersoored by dhe Fact that all three of his daughbers now

“What u greal rewaed Uthal | never expocted. Grarmie was Uee st of Cosmell Uinivepsily
andl wias going to traved ansond the worldd,™ e says, Indtialy baving her stghts on o ciiress
in imtermeabicnl hospitakity; bot she chinsse b retam to Serenbe, T didn'e waant Ber o hook
heier alremims to ndne, bt of oourse Pmooeligghted. 1 eoulidn® imngine opemtng wdibout er
Sl thindes somibar o me Dt a kol faster.”

She convineesd her sister, Raks, o come back: she has opened a simimer camp st
Serenbe. Then the two of them persiaded the yvoungest skster, Chainm, an ar magor who
spient e n Los Angeles amd AUluia, o join them, “She's our brand smanager,”™ Nygpeen

e theres “corvineod Lheir nortbern buashbands to eonme Bene.™ S0 his three grundolil-

Nygren gives every indication of loving what be b5 doing and reveling in Serenhe’s s
eoes, "T'm pant of the baby boosi geiveration, We were the love chilldren of the "0, then
e grisesd geperation oF e 0 T bried eetirement, then T oame back. Pon s good examgle
of a thind chapter. I'm engaged.” [l

L HIe ]
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w Mature Focumed:

Ferenbe founder and

CEC Sterwe Mygren at the
dovetopment’s harsa stable
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Advertise in Georgia’s only
publication that highlights our
state’s thriving agricultural
community!

Georgia Grown magazine is the leading
publication tool of the Department of
Agriculture’s Georgia Grown
Commodity Commission.

ﬂptura's F_uwu:rﬂe State

[ Y | EE R

Available October 2019 in both print and digital formats, the magazine presents fascinating
interviews with those who contribute to and impact our state’s farm industry. More than
20,000 circulation distributed by the Georgia Department of Agriculture.

Visit GeorgiaTrend.com to view the 2018 edition!

Reserve your space today:
Contact your Georgia Trend Ad Sales Representative for more information:

Amanda Patterson: 770-558-8701 | pattersoni@georgiatrend.com
770-558-8703 | carolyn@georgiatrend.com
770-510-8722 | lane@georgiatrend.com

Carolyn Gardiner:
Lane Henderson:
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MOST RESPECTED BUSINESS LEADER

It Lok busn Back Lo bus carly days: as
A resdanerzabesirs “lin 5, wheen we Ol
The Public House, you had o drive
through several mikes of pastures (o gl
to ibowntoswn Rosweldl; now woun don’t
know when you've left Atlanta and when
e v el ered e outer subsrts,

*T Juss ooanled pecst Bt thuat Besepepasn = 1 bl
e by b figure oot how to preserve it Bay
Arvcersony prashcd mie theowsgh the Uhresh-
wnled il eSS, A | s mrtasil |,.|'|||i|'rh|‘.'|||||||:|l-.[
ihe issues = they wepen't that compli-
cabed rveny though everybody secmmed
il sas

Nygren says more eoimercial devel-
opment withio the commmunity s coming,
An office bullding i the Mado nelgh-
borhoodd 5 in the works, and there ane
prlicris Toar 0 ddormdliory o accomanodale
e stichenis whe coame Lo sty Serealse
through a partnemship with Texas ASNM
University = and likely other schools in

Restavrant Backgrouml

Phelearis Ssereabee, Mypmen e Wis moark o Use resfaorant Dassiness, His goews o in
Farwm codimiry north oF Destivir o canee To Atkantss froan S5 Louks, coortesy of e
Stoudfer Corp., to open & hotel aud restaorant i Midtown, Bat he fell in love with
Atkmnta and decided wo stay

Hi= wies a lomndber aind partzser b the groandbecaking Pessant Restavurants, stare]
in che eary T8, which changed Atlanrans” dining-out habits = both in terms of what
they mle wndl sl teey ate JL They started with g Pleasant Peasant noa secdy block
b Mlelgovwn sevees Crcom wid s oow Fanory Unboeesity Hospital Mo

“We served Tresh Food with fresh deas,” e sags, "Tresh food with Continental sgyle
{host. Adlaunbin bosd oot seen” The groap quickhe expamded, opening Bve nesianomnis in
Tirvae vesurs, gosiongg into |:|I,'u ey ] s p'il_'.; ks as ks ol !1|ﬂ=1|::|t||:.}' filkoe= IErscwrell,
where The Public House got the clty's first laquor lieense, and Decatur, where Mick's
sed o mew toree i casual neighborhood dining

Whesnn b pethred s sodd the company b 194, the Peasant group haul 34 restan
TNt in elght Staies,

Marie e her own restaursnt pedigoee ber miother, the lale Margancl Lapo, wis
(b bongtimaes cowrmer of Yiary Moc's Tea Booan, a Giblicd A lanta mestancant sod Bl
mark; shee grew up working in e restarant.

Tl e el 0 Dol 1o b G0L°

Making It Happen

Thee joaurmey Eeotn weekenad retroat Lo sustainable mised-use commpmity moguired
tirags mndd @ great deal of effort. For the Nvgreons, it was g persaonad chodes that became
i govat deal miore, "1 wis deiven by coneem about ssving grecispace,” he savs

“Iontunitivesdy, e Ulvcmapind 1] e Die oy woe waunlodd Do e, Nygieon saoys, " 65w
WisfE ﬂl'.liJIH LEH] dr"|.1=|-:|||1 i, |lT el Loy III': thvin kil ol |_r|:1.1'1- wi wanted 10 ill“ CEAT ThERE
oiL We are delighied to be b ihe forefront of so many movemments,”

He sw the Chadtahwoochee Hl Conmtry e someething of # last frontker, “The distance

' L = Foaiamd Fartmer Sooes Bagron i b
we s frome Arkanta = in gy other direction you ook, it's already been paved over, ind

ramlaur s s
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Marcus the Manatee

Volunteer Soa Lile
Spokesmanatee for
Recycle Acrods America®
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Lets recycle right!.
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