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Flag State Regulations and Guidance Update

Liberia – has issued an update entitled 'Security Situation In The Red Sea, Gulf Of
Aden And Arabian Sea'.

Marshall Islands – has released an update entitled 'List of Office and Service
Locations'.

Panama – has published an update entitled 'Companies Representing the Flag State
Inspectors'.

Bahamas – has issued three updates:
'Interim guidance on accounting for the use of biofuels in Carbon Intensity
Indicator calculations'
'MARPOL VI Reg 27 - IMO List of ships expected to submit fuel report for 2023'
'Maritime Security in Red Sea'.

Isle of Man – has released an update entitled 'IoM Regulations implementing the
STCW Convention'.

Singapore – has published two updates: 
'Waiver of Need for Security Deposits and Banker’s Guarantees With Effect From
1 April 2024'
'Launch of One Maritime Portal for Submission of Self-declaration Form for
Withholding Tax Exemption on Interest and Related Payments Under the Maritime
Sector Incentive on 22 January 2024'.

Hong Kong – has issued two updates:
'Sinking of a Fully-laden General Cargo Vessel While Sailing Under Heavy
Weather Conditions'
'United Nations Sanctions (Central African Republic) Regulation 2020
(Amendment) Regulation 2023'.
 

Malta – has released two updates:
'Mandatory Notification of Tanker Sales – Guidance From the Sanctions
Monitoring Board'
'Merchant Ships Navigating in the South Red Sea Transiting the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait'.
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Navigation and Security News

'Suez Canal Traffic Drops to Lowest Since 2021 Blockage' (Yahoo Finance)
'Egypt Grapples With Impact of Red Sea Hits on Suez Canal Revenue' (Bloomberg)
'US launches fresh strikes on Houthis as Red Sea trade disruption spreads' (FT.com)
'Two Navy SEALs Lost Overboard During Vessel Intercept off Somalia' (The Maritime
Executive)
'Houthi Drone Hits American-Owned Ship, Causing Fire' (The Maritime Executive)
'Global liner structures up in the air as Maersk forms the Gemini Cooperation with
Hapag-Lloyd'. (Splash 24/7)

 

Recent Class Society Guidance

Bureau Veritas – has released an update entitled 'Rules on Cyber Security for the
Classification of Marine Units'.
 

Lloyd's Register – has published an update entitled 'New biofouling requirements for

ships calling at Australian ports'.

 

Recent P&I Club Guidance

The American Club – has released an update entitled 'Changes to the Rules of the
Association for the 2024 Policy Year'.

GARD – has published an update entitled 'Cargo Contamination Can Cost You

Dearly'.

SKULD – has issued an update entitled 'Updated Threats to Shipping in the Red Sea'.

Japan P&I Club – has released an update entitled '2023 Annual IMB Piracy and

Armed Robbery Report'.

NorthStandard – has published an update entitled 'Policy Year 2024/25 - Changes to

the Rules of the P&I, FD&D, War Risks and Coastal & Inland Classes'.

The Shipowners' Club – has Issued an update entitled 'Turkey: Revised pollution

fines 2024'.

West – has released two updates:

'Ecuador - Ports Under Heightened Security Measures Following Recent Unrest'

'West strengthens London Underwriting team'

 

Other Regulations and Guidance in the News

IIMS – has released an update entitled 'Engine Room Flooding Leads to Sinking of

Fishing Vessel'.

ReCAAP – has issued an update entitled 'Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in

Asia (Weekly Report) 11th-15th January 2024'.

'Piracy, Armed Robbery and Conflict at Sea' - Countering the Growing Threat to the Shipping Industry
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Recent Accident Reports

Germany – Federal Bureau of Maritime Casualty Investigation has released an
investigation report concerning an allision between the tug vessel FAIRPLAY 82 and
Old Kattwyk bridge, Hamburg, Germany. After the tug was stood down from escorting
the bulk carrier TANG LAND,  the tug picked up speed and sailed towards the Old
Kattwyk bridge, which was still lowered. The tug's wheelhouse was almost completely
destroyed. The three members of crew were all treated for minor injuries.
 

 

Recent IMO Circulars

PPR 11/1/2  – 18/01/2024 – Adoption of the Agenda.
MEPC 81/6/5  – 17/01/2024 – Energy Efficiency of Ships.
Circular Letter No.4816/Add.1 – 16/01/2024 – Fortieth meeting of the Editorial and
Technical (E&T) Group (IMSBC Code) of the Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes
and Containers (CCC) (26 February to 1 March 2024).
Circular Letter No.4824 – 16/01/2024 – Notification of a joint IMO/INTERFERRY
regional seminar on Africa Ferry Safety, Dar es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania,
April 2024.
STCW.2/Circ.122  – 16/01/2024 – International Convention on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW), 1978.
ILO/IMO JTWG-SIHE 2/3/4 – 15/01/2024 – Consideration of Future Steps, E.G.
Legislation, Mechanisms and Policies for Reporting and Addressing of Bullying and
Harassment, Including Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment (SASH), in the
Maritime Sector
CSC.1/Circ.159  – 12/01/2024 – International Convention for Safe Containers, 1972.
SSE 10/INF.5 – 12/01/2024 – Development of Provisions to Consider Prohibiting the
Use of Fire-fighting Foams Containing Fluorinated Substances, in Addition to PFOS,
for Fire-fighting on Board Ships.
FAL 48/17/1 – 12/01/2023 – Work Programme.
SSE 10/INF.4 – 12/01/2023 – Amendments to the LSA Code for Thermal Performance
of Immersion Suits.

 

Regulations Recently Entered into Force

IMO and ILO regulations that have entered into force or been amended recently include:

Amendments to the 2011 ESP Code as amended by resolution MSC.461(101) –
Minimum requirements for thickness measurements at renewal surveys of double-hull
oil tankers – effective 1 January 2023
Amendments to the STCW Convention 1978 - New definition for “high-voltage” –
effective 1 January 2023
Amendments to Part A of the STCW Code – Inclusion of electro-technical officers in
the definition of “operational level” – effective 1 January 2023
Amendment to the AFS Convention – Control of AFS containing Cybutryne – effective
1 January 2023
 

 

List of amendments expected to enter into force this year
and in the coming years
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A Guide to What's Happening at the IMO

The IMO has released the programme of meetings for 2024. Please see the IMO's
'Meeting Summaries' webpage for more information.

22-26 January – Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Construction (SDC)
05-09 February – Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping
(HTW)
18-22 February – Legal Committee (LEG)
19-23 February – Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR)
04-08 March – Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment (SSE)
08-12 April – Facilitation Committee (FAL)
22-26 April – Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC)
15-24 May – Maritime Safety Committee (MSC)
04-13 June – Sub-Committee on Safety of Navigation, Communication and Search
and Rescue (NCSR)
24-28 June – Technical Cooperation Committee (TC)
08-12 July – IMO Council
22-26 July – Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III)
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