
  
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

   

 

 

   

    

  
  

     

   

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  
   
  
   
  
   
  

   
  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

Shipping Regulations and Guidance 
Week 2, 2024 – Friday 12th January 2024
Click Here to view this email as a PDF. 

Forward this email to a friend 

Flag State Regulations and Guidance Update 

UK – has issued an update entitled 'Inspection, Survey and Certification Guidance for
United Kingdom Small Commercial Vessels Operating in Non-UK Waters'. 

Norway – has released an update entitled 'Approval of Alternative Design and
Arrangements for Ships Using Alternative Fuels'. 

Liberia – has published an update entitled 'ICS CII Data Collection System'. 

Marshall Islands – has issued two updates:
'Ballast Water Management Marine Guideline'
'Carriage of Solid Bulk Cargoes'. 

Panama – has released two updates:
'Authorized Service Providers for Maintenance, Thorough Examination,
Operational Testing, Overhaul and Repair of Lifeboats and Rescue Boats,
Launching Appliances and Release Gear'
'List of Accepted Companies With Type Approval Certificate of Ballast Water
Management System'. 

Hong Kong – has published two updates:
'Sinking of a Fully-laden General Cargo Vessel While Sailing Under Heavy
Weather Conditions'
'United Nations Sanctions (Central African Republic) Regulation 2020
(Amendment) Regulation 2023'. 

Malta – has issued an update entitled 'Heavy Fuel Oil Ban in Arctic Waters'. 

New from Witherbys 
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Navigation and Security News 

'Hapag-Lloyd to Continue to Avoid Suez Canal, Decide Again Next Week' (Reuters)
'Liner Oversupply Problem Being Masked by Suez Canal Diversions' (The Loadstar)
'Armed Robberies of Ships in Asia and Near Singapore Increase 19% in 2023' (The
Maritime Executive)
'British maritime security firm Ambrey receives reports of suspicious activity near
Yemen's Mokha'(Reuters)
'US, UK forces repel 'largest attack' by Houthis in Red Sea' (Reuters)
'Masked gang board Greek-owned tanker between Iran and Oman' (TradeWinds)
'Fires, collisions and oil spills: 50 tanker incidents shine a light on shadow fleet
risk'.(TradeWinds) 

Recent Class Society Guidance 

Bureau Veritas – has released an update entitled 'Rules on Cyber Security for the
Classification of Marine Units'. 

Lloyd's Register – has published an update entitled 'IMSBC Code 07-23 

Amendments – Addition of three new MHB cargo schedules'. 

Recent P&I Club Guidance 

The American Club – has released an update entitled 'Environmental Pollution Fines
in Turkey'. 

SKULD – has published an update entitled 'Updated Threats to Shipping in the Red

Sea'. 

Britannia P&I Club – has issued two updates:

'Dragging Anchor Prevention'

'Working at Height'. 

Japan P&I Club – has published an update entitled 'Red Sea/Arabian Sea－Piracy

and Maritime Crime (No.2)'. 

West – has released two updates:

'Piracy Resurfaces - Recent Hijackings Escalate Maritime Threats in the Indian

Ocean' 

'China - Regional MSAs Announce New Shipping Routes in the Bohai Sea and

Eastern Waters'. 

Other Regulations and Guidance in the News 

IIMS – has released three updates:

'New MCA Notes, Guidance and Advice'

'Autonomous Shipping Whitepaper Explores Degrees of Automation'

'Hong Kong Convention Set to Impact the Shipping Industry From 2025'. 

ICC – has issued an update entitled 'New IMB report reveals concerning rise in

maritime piracy incidents in 2023'. 

Recent Accident Reports 

Germany – Federal Bureau of Maritime Casualty Investigation has released an
investigation report concerning an allision between the tug vessel FAIRPLAY 82 and
Old Kattwyk bridge, Hamburg, Germany. After the tug was stood down from escorting
the bulk carrier TANG LAND,  the tug picked up speed and sailed towards the Old
Kattwyk bridge, which was still lowered. The tug's wheelhouse was almost completely
destroyed. The three members of crew were all treated for minor injuries. 

Recent IMO Circulars 

HTW 10/INF.2  – 10/01/2024 – Reports on Unlawful Practices Associated With
Certificates of Competency.
SSE 10/14/2 – 10/01/2024 – Comprehensive Review of the Requirements for
Maintenance, Thorough Examination, Operational Testing, Overhaul and Repair of
Lifeboats and Rescue Boats, Launching Appliances and Release Gear (Resolution
MSC.402(96)) to Address Challenges With Their Implementation.
SSE 10/19/6 – 10/01/2024 – Any Other Business.
MEPC 81/6/6 – 10/01/2024 – Energy Efficiency of Ships.
SSE 10/INF.12 – 10/01/2024 – Development of Amendments to SOLAS Chapter II-2
and the FSS Code Concerning Detection and Control of Fires in Cargo Holds and on
the Cargo Deck of Containerships.
SSE 10/INF.11 – 09/01/2024 – Development of Design and Prototype Test
Requirements for the Arrangements Used in the Operational Testing of Free-fall
Lifeboat Release Systems Without Launching the Lifeboat.
SSE 10/4/1  – 09/01/2024 – Development of Design and Prototype Test Requirements
for the Arrangements Used in the Operational Testing of Free-fall Lifeboat Release
Systems Without Launching the Lifeboat
SSE 10/19/7 – 09/01/2024 – Any Other Business.
SSE 10/4 – 09/01/2023 – Development of Design and Prototype Test Requirements
for the Arrangements Used in the Operational Testing of Free-fall Lifeboat Release
Systems Without Launching the Lifeboat.
SSE 10/12/10 – 09/01/2023 – Unified Interpretation of Provisions of Imo Safety,
Security, Environment, Facilitation, Liability and Compensation-related Conventions. 

Regulations Recently Entered into Force 

IMO and ILO regulations that have entered into force or been amended recently include: 

Amendments to the 2011 ESP Code as amended by resolution MSC.461(101) –
Minimum requirements for thickness measurements at renewal surveys of double-hull
oil tankers – effective 1 January 2023
Amendments to the STCW Convention 1978 - New definition for “high-voltage” –
effective 1 January 2023
Amendments to Part A of the STCW Code – Inclusion of electro-technical officers in
the definition of “operational level” – effective 1 January 2023
Amendment to the AFS Convention – Control of AFS containing Cybutryne – effective
1 January 2023 

List of amendments expected to enter into force this year
and in the coming years 

Click Here 

A Guide to What's Happening at the IMO 

The IMO has released the programme of meetings for 2024. Please see the IMO's
'Meeting Summaries' webpage for more information. 

22-26 January – Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Construction (SDC)
05-09 February – Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping
(HTW)
18-22 February – Legal Committee (LEG)
19-23 February – Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR)
04-08 March – Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment (SSE)
08-12 April – Facilitation Committee (FAL)
22-26 April – Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC)
15-24 May – Maritime Safety Committee (MSC)
04-13 June – Sub-Committee on Safety of Navigation, Communication and Search
and Rescue (NCSR)
24-28 June – Technical Cooperation Committee (TC)
08-12 July – IMO Council
22-26 July – Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III) 
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