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Flag State Regulations and Guidance Update

Liberia – has published two updates: 
'Guideline for the Prevention of Collision Between Merchant Vessels and Fishing
Vessels in Coastal Waters of China'
'Advisory for Liberian Flagged Vessels Transiting Waters From the Indian Ocean
to North Asia to North Australia'.

Marshall Islands – has published an update entitled 'Laser Pointers and COLREG
Light Signals'.
 
Panama – has issued 15 updates:

'MARPOL 73/78 Annex II and IBC/BCH Code relative matters'
'Provisions for Conditions of Cadets on Board Panamanian Flag Vessels'
'On-board Complaints Procedure - Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as
Amended (MLC, 2006, as Amended)'
'Provisions on the Medical Certificate'
'Panama Policy on MODU Code and Offshore Drilling Units'
'Protective Coatings of Dedicated Seawater Ballast Tanks in all Types of Ships
and Double-side Skin Spaces of Bulk Carriers (PSPC)'
'Responsibilities of Companies under Regulation I/14 of the 1978 STCW
Convention, as amended'
'Annual Safety Inspection Program'
'Private Maritime Security Companies (PMSC)'
'Manning of Survival Craft and Supervision'
'Automatic Identification System (AIS)'
'Ships that Assist North Korea will be Captured and Processed'
'Mandatory Implementation of the Amendments to the IMSBC Code'
'Dispensation for Ship´s Cook - Regulation 3.2, Standard A3.2, paragraph 6 of the
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006, as amended)'
'Food and catering - Regulation 3.2, Standard A3.2 of the Maritime Labour
Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006, as amended)'.
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Recent Class Society Guidance

American Bureau of Shipping – has issued an update entitled 'Requirements for
Liquefied Hydrogen Carriers'.

Bureau Veritas – has published an update entitled 'Rules for the classification of fish
farms'.

DNV – has released a technical news article entitled 'Towing and Mooring Equipment
Update January 2024 – Preparation for SOLAS Regulation II-1/3-8'.

Indian Register of Shipping – has issued three updates:
'Marshall Islands Ship Security Advisory No. 07-23 Reg. Geopolitical conflict in
Israel'
'Liberia - Pre-Arrival Deficiency Checklist for Vessels arriving to Australia, China,
Europe and USA'
'Panama MMN -08/2023 Reg ISRAELI - HAMAS Conflict'.
 

 

 

Recent P&I Club Guidance

The American Club – has published an update entitled 'United States Temporarily
Authorizes Transactions Involving Oil, Gas and Gold in Venezuela'.
 
Gard – has issued two updates:

'Amazon River: Drought and Reduced Navigability'
'New CII Clause – Advice to Owners and Charterers'.
 

SKULD – has released two updates:
'Safe Port / Berth Warranties in Sales Contracts - Pitfalls to Avoid'
'INSIGHT: Venezuela Sanctions'.
 

Britannia – has published two updates:
'Wind-Assisted Propulsion'
'Heat Damage to Agricultural Cargoes On Board'.
 

Japan P&I – has issued two updates: 
'Brazil－Ballast Water Management'
'China－An Update on the Distribution on Major Fishery Farms along the Coast of
China'.
 

NorthStandard – has published an update entitled 'Phishing Emails Awareness and
Guidance'.

Swedish Club – has released two updates:
'Latest on the port situation in Israel'
'The situation in Israel is expected to be dynamic'.
 

West – has issued two updates:
'Russian Sanctions - Vessel Designations & OFAC Guidance Issued'
'Partial Suspension of US Venezuela Sanctions'.
 

UK P&I – has published an update entitled 'Marine Biofuels'.
 

 

 

Other Regulations and Guidance in the News

UK MAIB – has released a list of its current investigations. 
 
IIMS – has published an article on 'The issues around the transport of microplastic
pellets'.
 

 

 

Recent Accident Reports

New Zealand – Transport Accident Investigation Commission (TAIC) has released
an investigation report into the crushing of a stevedore during cargo operations in the
port of Auckland, New Zealand and the burial of a stevedore during the process of
loading coal onto a bulk carrier in Lyttelton Port, New Zealand.
 

 

 

Recent IMO Circulars

C 130/5  – 25/10/2023 – RESULTS-BASED BUDGET FOR 2024-2025.
IMO/ITU EG 19/7 – 25/10/2023 – REPORT TO THE NCSR SUB-COMMITTEE AND
ITU.
A 33/17(c) – 25/10/2023 – RESULTS-BASED BUDGET FOR 2024-2025.
Circular Letter No.4793 – 25/10/2023 – Vacancy announcement: V.N 23-14.
A 33/23/2 – 24/10/2023 – ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, AS
PROVIDED FOR IN ARTICLES 16 AND 17 OF THE IMO CONVENTION.
C 130/7(b) – 24/10/2023 – IMO MEMBER STATE AUDIT SCHEME.
C 130/5/1 – 24/10/2023 – RESULTS-BASED BUDGET FOR 2024-2025.
TC 73/WP.1/Rev.1 – 24/10/2023 – DRAFT REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL
COOPERATION COMMITTEE ON ITS SEVENTY-THIRD SESSION.
CT/AGR2012.1/Circ.19 – 24/10/2023 – CAPE TOWN AGREEMENT OF 2012 ON
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE TORREMOLINOS
PROTOCOL OF 1993 RELATING TO THE TORREMOLINOS INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF FISHING VESSELS, 1977.
MEPC 81/4 – 24/10/2023 – HARMFUL AQUATIC ORGANISMS IN BALLAST
WATER. 
 

 

 

Regulations Recently Entered into Force

IMO and ILO regulations that have entered into force or been amended recently include:

Amendments to the 2011 ESP Code as amended by resolution MSC.461(101) –
Minimum requirements for thickness measurements at renewal surveys of double-hull
oil tankers – effective 1 January 2023
Amendments to the STCW Convention 1978 - New definition for “high-voltage” –
effective 1 January 2023
Amendments to Part A of the STCW Code – Inclusion of electro-technical officers in
the definition of “operational level” – effective 1 January 2023
Amendment to the AFS Convention – Control of AFS containing Cybutryne – effective
1 January 2023

 

 

List of amendments expected to enter into force this year
and in the coming years

Click Here

 

 

A Guide to What's Happening at the IMO

The IMO has released a programme of meetings for 2023 and the preliminary programme
for 2024. Please see the IMO's 'Meeting Summaries' webpage for more information.

23-24 November – IMO Council
27 November - 06 December – IMO Assembly
07 December – IMO Council
22-26 January – Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Construction (SDC)
05-09 February – Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping
(HTW)
18-22 February – Legal Committee (LEG)
19-23 February – Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR)
04-08 March – Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment (SSE)
08-12 April – Facilitation Committee (FAL)
22-26 April – Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC)
15-24 May – Maritime Safety Committee (MSC)
04-13 June – Sub-Committee on Safety of Navigation, Communication and Search
and Rescue (NCSR)
24-28 June – Technical Cooperation Committee (TC)
08-12 July – IMO Council
22-26 July – Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III)
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