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Flag State Regulations and Guidance Updates

USA – has issued two updates:
'Fire Safety on Small Passenger Vessels'
'Improper Use of Heat Cables is a Fire Hazard'.

Liberia – has released two updates:
'Marine Security Advisory: 02/2023 - U.S. Coast Guard Revises Security Advisory
Regarding Ports Not Maintaining Effective Anti-Terrorism Measures'
'Marine Advisory: 07/2023 - Safety Construction Intermediate And Renewal
Survey Windows'.

Panama – has published a circular entitled 'Authorized service providers for
maintenance, thorough examination, operational testing, overhaul and repair of
lifeboats and rescue boats, launching appliances and release gear.'
 
Singapore – has issued three updates

'Port Marine Notice No.29 of 2023 Construction of Marine Viaduct Off Woodlands
Jetty'
'Port Marine Notice No.28 of 2023 Reclamation And Marine Works At Tuas
Western Coast'
'APR (Supplementary) – Notices to Mariners No 23 to 24'.
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Recent Class Society Guidance

Bureau Veritas – has published a document entitled 'Vitol's V-Bunkers Unveils First
Electric - Hybrid Bunker Tanker in Singapore'.

Recent P&I Club Guidance

The American Club – has released three member alerts:
'Panama Canal Green Vessel Classification System'
'Port of New Orleans US CBP Policy Regarding Ship Slops and Sludge'
'Colombia Drug Smuggling - Report 2023'.

GARD – has issued an update 'Drug smuggling on the increase in Mexican ports'.

Japan P&I Club – has published an update entitled 'Measures to assure safe
navigation during the peak season of drift-net fishing in the Seto Inland Sea'.
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Britannia P&I – has issued a document entitled 'Cargo Ventilation Logs'.

The Swedish Club – has released a member alert entitled 'MSS Case April: Injury in
heavy weather'.

West P&I Club – has published two updates:
'USA - Updated Californian “At Berth” Regulation and New Reporting
Requirements (Updated)'
'AIS Assisted Collisions'.

UK P&I Club – has issued an update entitled 'Crew Health Advice: Parkinson's
Disease'.

Other Regulations and Guidance in the News

IMB – has released their Q1 Piracy Report for 2023.
CHIRP – has published their annual digest 2022/23.

Recent Accident Reports

Malta – Transport Malta has released a safety investigation report into the fire in a
cargo container on deck, on board the MV 'CMA CGM Rabelais'. The accident
resulted in a serious injury to a crew member during the fire-fighting operation. 
Ireland – The Marine Casualty Investigation Board (MCIB) has released a report into
the sinking of the FV 'Anna Louise' near Glengarriff Harbour, Bantry Bay, Co. Cork.
The accident was caused by a wave coming over the stern flooding the boat. No
injuries were reported.

Recent IMO Circulars
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MSC 107/19/1 – 12/04/2023 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
MEPC 80/6/2  – 12/04/2023 – ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF SHIPS.
MSC 107/2/1 – 12/04/2023 – DECISIONS OF OTHER IMO BODIES.
MEPC 80/INF.6 – 12/04/2023 – REDUCTION OF GHG EMISSIONS FROM SHIPS. 
MASS-JWG 2/2/5 – 12/04/2023 – COMMON ISSUES IDENTIFIED IN THE RSES OF 
THE THREE COMMITTEES AND HOW BEST TO ADDRESS THEM, INCLUDING 
CONSIDERATION OF THE OUTCOME OF MSC 106, FAL 47 AND LEG 110 AND 
ANY DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO MASS-JWG 2 BY THE THREE COMMITTEES. 
MEPC 80/12 – 12/04/2023 – TECHNICAL COOPERATION ACTIVITIES FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT.
MASS-JWG 2/WP.2 – 12/04/2023 – CONSIDERATION OF THE FORMAT AND 
INPUT RECEIVED FOR THE TABLE FOR THE IDENTIFICATION FOR THE 
PREFERRED OPTION FOR ADDRESSING MASS COMMON ISSUES OF THE MSC, 
LEG AND FAL COMMITTEES (MASS-JWG 1/WP.1, ANNEX 1).
Circular Letter No.4706 – 11/04/2023  – ʺMaking headway on the IMO MASS Code" 
Symposium co-sponsored by IMO and the Republic of Korea (30 May 2023).
NCSR 10/21/11 – 11/04/2023 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
NCSR 10/9/1  – 11/04/2023 – AMENDMENTS TO ECDIS PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS (RESOLUTION MSC.530(106)) TO FACILITATE A STANDARDIZED 
DIGITAL EXCHANGE OF SHIPS' ROUTE PLANS.

Regulations Recently Entered into Force

IMO and ILO regulations that have entered into force or been amended recently include:

Amendments to the 2011 ESP Code as amended by resolution MSC.461(101) –
Minimum requirements for thickness measurements at renewal surveys of double-hull
oil tankers – effective 1 January 2023
Amendments to the STCW Convention 1978 - New definition for “high-voltage” –
effective 1 January 2023
Amendments to Part A of the STCW Code – Inclusion of electro-technical officers in
the definition of “operational level” – effective 1 January 2023
Amendment to the AFS Convention – Control of AFS containing Cybutryne – effective
1 January 2023

A Guide to What's Happening at the IMO

The IMO has released a programme of meetings for 2023. Please see the IMO's 'Meeting
Summaries' webpage for more information.

24-28 April – Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR)
08-17 May – Sub-Committee on Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue
(NCSR)
31 May - 09 June – Maritime Safety Committee (MSC)
26-30 June – Intersessional Working Group on the Reduction of GHG Emissions from
Ships (ISWG-GHG)
03-07 July – Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC)
17-21 July – IMO Council
31 July - 04 August – Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III)
20-29 September – Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes and Containers (CCC)
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02-06 October – Consultative Meetings of Contracting Parties (London Convention
1972) and Meetings of Contracting Parties (London Protocol 1996)
16-20 October – Technical Cooperation Committee (TC)
23-24 November – IMO Council
27 November - 06 December – IMO Assembly
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