
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legacy Program 
 

Saving future generations 
 



  

 

Thank you for reading this brochure in consideration of leaving a 

legacy to your Auckland & Coromandel Westpac Rescue Helicopters. 

While we can’t guarantee what happens in life, we can guarantee that 

if you do make this simple yet very important decision, you will be 

directly and positively impacting the lives of countless people who 

need our help. 

From rescuing 32 people in 1970 to over 1,000 people each year now, 

demands on our service are higher than ever. Every mission cost us 

approximately $7,000 and we have to fundraise for 54% of those costs. 

I hope this brochure helps with your decision to leave a lasting legacy 

to our future patients. Please contact me if you need any further 

information or to discuss your plans and wishes. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

Michelle Geange 

Office Manager 

Email: bequests@arht.org.nz    

Phone:  (09) 950 7222 
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Why leave a charitable gift to us in your Will? 

Making a decision to include us in your Will is something we do not 

take lightly. We know it requires careful consideration and we 

appreciate the very fact that you are thinking about it. 

We have asked many of our ‘Legacy Supporters’ why they chose us 

and the answer that comes up more than any other is … “because 

we never know if we might need you.”  

While you or your family may never need our service, you may 

know someone who will. For 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year 

we are ready to respond to people who need our help in the 

Greater Auckland region, Coromandel and the Gulf Islands. From 

medical emergencies such as heart attacks and strokes, through to 

search and rescues and all manner of accidents, we are airborne in 

a matter of minutes and can treat patients and get them to hospital 

quickly for their best chance of survival. 

As well as a Pilot, Air Crew Officer and Paramedic on-board our 

helicopters, we also have Emergency Pre-Hospital Medical Doctors 

which allow us the capability of performing blood transfusions on 

site. 

While community donations help us attend our next rescue mission, 

bequests help us purchase vital life-saving equipment and save up 

for future projects which could otherwise take years to come to 

fruition. 

 

 

 

 

  



“When I fell 30 metres down the Castor Bay 

cliffs, the tide was in and the seas were 

crashing over the rocks where I lay. I was 

seriously injured and was getting very cold. I 

told emergency services by cell phone that the 

only way I could be rescued would be by 

helicopter!  

How lucky I was that the Auckland & 

Coromandel Westpac Rescue Helicopter was 

equipped with a winch and carried both a doctor 

and paramedic.  

I know my bequest will go towards a continued 

and improved helicopter rescue service for all of 

us and our families into the future.” 

 

Some of our Legacy Supporters have been rescued patients 

themselves. This is what they said about their decision to 

leave a legacy: 

 

 

 

 

  

Jo Underwood, Waiheke Island 

Mission Date – 17.09.2016 

 

 

“I was already a regular supporter and have now 

also left a gift to the service in my Will. I am so 

glad I did because it is a service I have always 

believed in and one that you know is going to 

save an awful lot of lives. 

Leaving a gift was an easy and simple process 

and something I would encourage others to do if 

they want the helicopter to be around in the 

future.” 

 

Stewart Rundle, Castor Bay 

Mission Date – 26.01.2015 

 



What will my gift go towards? 

Bequests help us purchase essential medical equipment and 

rescue gear which are not funded by the government. Items 

which are used by our Intensive Care Paramedics on a weekly 

basis, such as:  

 

Night vision goggles 

enable our crew to fly in 

low light and at night 

time, giving us the 

ability to see in the dark. 

 

 

 

  

Air Rescue Vests are inflatable safety vests 

worn by all our crew and are suitable for 

water or land rescues. They hold vital items 

for survival should the crew have to spend 

the night in a forest or have to ditch into the 

water. 

Helmets are not only essential health and 

safety items, but also house the radio 

communications for our crew to talk to one 

another. 

Air Rescue Vests & Helmets 

Night Vision Goggles 

And future projects which require saving up for! Such as training 

simulators, buildings and equipment for our new hangar facility. 



Feedback from some of our patients and their families 

  

 



  

We would like to extend 

our heartfelt thanks for 

transporting our son to 

Akld Hosp from Hampton 

Downs this morning. He 

is going to be okay. Has a 

slight brain bleed and is 

very confused. He doesn't 

even remember the 

helicopter ride. Once 

again thank you to all the 

crew involved and we will 

be donating in the near 

future. 



Once you have made the decision to leave a Gift, how do 

you go about it?  

Firstly, we think it very important you speak with your family and 

friends first about your wishes. Once you are ready, you can visit your 

solicitor to update (or create) your Will. Adding our service should be 

an easy process, but you may like to think about how you would like 

your gift to be treated. 

There are a few options you can consider such as: 

Through a Specified Bequest – this is 

where you can indicate a specific item that 

you would like your money to go towards 

(such as medical equipment or future 

capital projects); 

Pecuniary – this gives you the option to 

leave a specified sum of money for the 

Trust to use for general purposes. 

Residuary – this involves leaving a 

percentage of your Estate (the residue) 

once all other expenses and specified gifts 

to others have been dealt with. 

Whatever you decide, your legacy should be what you want. 

Please then let us know, so that we can welcome you to our Legacy 

Supporter program. You can simply give us a call, or fill in the pledge 

form at the end of this booklet and post it in the Freepost envelope 

provided. 

  



What is the Legacy Supporter program? 

 

The reason we started the Legacy Supporter program was due to 

the large number of ‘silent supporters’ we encounter; people who 

have bequeathed to us in the past and whom we were never able to 

acknowledge and thank. 

Our Legacy Supporter program is an exclusive membership of 

people who have left us a gift in their Will. We meet up once a year 

for a special Christmas morning tea, where members get to meet 

some of our crew and volunteers.  

Pledging to support our service through a gift in your Will provides 

you with membership to this program because we think it is 

extremely important that you are appreciated for your future gift 

while you are still here. 

You will also receive 

a special badge to 

show your unique 

support and will be 

sent our seasonal 

report, keeping you 

up-to-date with our 

rescue missions and 

patient stories.  

  



 

If you have decided to leave a gift in your Will to our life saving service, 

please fill in the form below. This confirms your decision and ensures 

that you become a member of our Legacy Supporter family. You do not 

need to provide any further information about the details of your legacy, 

unless you wish to do so. 

 

Title:  _________________________________________  

First Name:  _________________________________________  

Surname:  _________________________________________  

Address:  _________________________________________  

Home Phone:  _________________________________________  

Mobile:  _________________________________________  

Work Phone:  _________________________________________  

Email Address: _________________________________________  

Any other additional information (optional): ______________________________  

  _________________________________________  

  _________________________________________  

 

Please return this form to PO Box 2252, Shortland St, Auckland 1140.  

 

Pledge Form 
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    Legacy Supporter 
 

 

 

Michelle Geange 

Office Manager 

Ph: (09) 950 7222 

Email: bequests@arht.org.nz 

Our Registered Charity Number: CC21935 

 

 

 


