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The baseball player in the 
close-up played for the 
Nashville Sounds in 1985. 
The Sounds, owned by the 
Detroit Tigers, were a 
Triple-A team with the 
American Association 
league. The player was 
having the best spring of 
his baseball life, leading 
Nashville in home runs 
and batting .322 when he 
was called up by the 
team’s owner, the Detroit 
Tigers, then the World 
Series defending 
champions. 

His father is shown in 
the team photo as a 
member of the Nativity 
Youth baseball team. He 
later played for Serra 
High, graduating in 1952. 
His son, shown with the N 
for Nashville cap, as born 
in 1961. Can you name 
the player? Can you spot 
his father in the team 
photo? See page 3 for 
more story.

CATCHING UP

Nashville, 1985 (wikiwand) San Francisco Chronicle, 
2021

 Nativity Youth, 1950 (Lydia Cooper)  (See page 7)



As a lifelong resident of town, I have struggled for the 
longest time with defining Menlo’s “sense of place.” I 
think the reason is because while change is inevitable, 
once we think we have accepted the inevitability of 
changes in our town’s character, it goes and changes 
again – many times in good ways and sometimes, not 
so much. And the “not so much” changes tend to 
garner the focus and get discussed. 

So I’ve looked into what defines a location’s “sense 
of place” and found that there are a number of factors. 
Here are some of my reflections on this place we call 
our “home”: 

•  Culture/Community/Social Norms – formerly 
homogenous but now culturally diverse 
neighborhoods; from sleepy little town to 
frenetically fast-paced lifestyle 

•  Architecture – Victorians, Ranchers, and Eichlers, 
bigger and bigger homes, and mixed-use 
developments along El Camino Real (Hwy 82) 

•  Public Spaces–parks, Baylands, the ‘Creek’ 
•  Business/Commerce – a resurgent downtown; 

Meta (nee Facebook); VCs; gone but not 
forgotten cafes, shops, and small businesses   

•  History/Heritage – massive estates and mansions, 
Camp Fremont, Menlo VA, SRI, USGS, St. 
Patrick’s Seminary, Sunset Magazine, Whole 
Earth Catalog, Kepler’s, and Menlo Depot 

•  Symbols/Traditions/Celebrations – Menlo Gates, 
the Gatehouse, Santa’s arrival and holiday tree 
lighting, Nativity Carnival, Connoisseur’s 
Marketplace   

•  Storytelling – Karl E. Clark legacy, how the 
Grateful Dead got their start as the Warlocks at 
Magoo’s Pizza, Perry Lane and Ken Kesey’s 
Merry Pranksters, the Stanford alcohol-free zone 
influence – Alpine & Portola Road roadhouses,  

•  Adversity – racial tensions, social justice, 
affordable/available housing, Covid impacts, 
commute traffic gridlock  

•  Infrastructure:  Cal Train; 101, 82 (ECR), 280 

How about you? What comes to mind when you 
think of Menlo Park? Drop us a line at: 
mphistorical@yahoo.com; Subject Line: ‘Sense of 
Place’ or send us a message via our Facebook page. 
We’ll keep you ‘posted’ on what we hear. 

 

New Board Member:  
Matthew Horwitz 

Matthew “Matt’ Horwitz is 
MPHA’s newest board 
member. Matt is the director 
of the library at St. Patrick’s 
Seminary & University on 
Middlefield Road. 

Born in Santa Monica and 
raised in Los Angeles, Matt 
moved to the San Francisco 
Bay Area in 2002 to attend 
the University of California, 
Berkeley. After graduating 
from UCB in 2006 with a 
B.A. in Psychology, he worked in primary school 
education before starting a master’s program at the 
Dominican School of Philosophy & Theology, part of 
the Graduate Theological Union.  

From 2014 to 2016, he lived in rural northern 
Japan, having gotten a job there as an Assistant 
Language Teacher through the Japan Exchange and 
Teaching Program. While abroad, he finished his 
M.A. thesis, graduating from the DSPT shortly before 
he returned to California.  

Matt began his tenure at St. Patrick’s in the fall of 
2016 as a library assistant and adjunct philosophy 
instructor, advanced to the role of Public Services 
Librarian in the summer of 2017 and was appointed 
Library Director at the beginning of 2020; shortly 
before this latest development, in September 2019, he 
moved into an apartment on the grounds of 
Vallombrosa Center to live closer to work.  

When he is not haunting the library, he can often be 
spotted taking long walks through the neighborhood 
surrounding the seminary—the chief means by which 
he has made his acquaintance of Menlo Park over the 
past several years. 

(For more on St. Patrick’s, please see pages 4-5.)

                                                                                  THE GATE POST                                                 July-September 2022

 
President’s  
Message 
Tim Johnston 
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The player on page 1 is 
Robert Paul “Bob” 
Melvin, Menlo-
Atherton High School 
class of 1979. Batting 
.529 in his senior year, 
he made the All-Central 
Coast Section baseball 
team. Bob was the first 
player inducted to M-
A’s Hall of Fame and 
was also later inducted 
into the San Mateo 
County Sports Hall of 
Fame. He went onto 
play for Cal Berkeley 
on one of Cal’s greatest 
baseball teams, taking 
third in the College 
World Series. Bob was 

drafted as the second pick overall in the January 1981 
draft by the Detroit Tigers. In his fourth minor league 
season, he was brought to Detroit as a back-up 
catcher, leaving the Nashville  Sounds in May 1985. 

Not playing full time, Melvin’s hitting suffered and 
he returned to Nashville, power the Sounds into first 
place as the minor league season ended and we went 
back in September to Detroit, seeing more time on the 
field as the starting catcher had a bad back. In 1986, 
he was traded home to the Giants, backing up Bob 
Brenly for two season before appearing in a majority 
of games in 1988. However, his batting average 
remained low and neither catcher were with the team 
in 1989, the year the Giants won the National League 
pennant and played in the famous earthquake series 
against Oakland. 

Melvin played for five other clubs before retiring 
after 1994. Never a strong hitter, it was said that, as a 
catcher, he could call pitches better than he could hit 
them. Involved in every play, catchers are best 
situated to learn the game. A benefit of being on 
various clubs, Bob played under a variety of 
experienced managers including Sparky Anderson, 
Roger Craig, Frank Robinson, Cito Gaston, and Buck 
Showalter. 

Former catcher Bob Brenly was a rookie Arizona 
manager when he led the Diamondbacks over the 
Giants in the 2001 World Series. In 2005, he was 
replaced by none other than Bob Melvin, who had just 
managed Seattle for two seasons. Melvin led Arizona 
to a first place National League West finish in 2007, 
but lost in the league championship. Let go after 2009 
and out of managing in 2010, he was hired during the 
2011 season to take over the Oakland Athletics. 

Melvin coached Oakland for 11 seasons, coaching 
and winning more games for the A’s than Dick 
Williams, Billy Martin, or Tony LaRussa ever did. 
Teamed with general manager Billy Beane, he was 
known for his mental approach. Bob won three league 
titles and made six playoffs. A Bay Area desired 
rematch of a Bay World Series in 2012 didn’t happen 
as the A’s lost the Division Series fifth game to the 
Detroit Tigers (his first major league club and which 
then lost the Series to the Giants). 

Melvin left the A’s after 2021 and is now coaching 
the San Diego Padres, managing his third West Coast 
team. At the time of writing this article (May 22), the 
Padres have just swept the Giants for the first time in 
nearly six years and trail the Dodgers by a half game 
in the NL West. 

Bob’s grandfather, Paul Fahey Melvin, was born in 
Alabama and married Mary Kathleen Dolan of County 
Cavan, Ireland. The family lived in a 1930 house, still 
there at 1225 Mills St. Paul and Kathleen operated a 
retail grocery, where young Paul Jr. worked.  

Paul Jr, a Catholic, married Judith “Judy” Levitas, 
Jewish, in February 1960. Judy was born in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, where her father had a liquor 
company and was also a big Packers fan, having once 
been a ballboy. He moved to San Francisco and then 
Atherton in the early 1950s. Paul Jr. was an 
accountant. He and his wife resided at 350 Linfield 
Drive in October 1961 when Bob was born. 

If you had to pick a Menlo Park baseball player 
who would make it in the majors, Bob Melvin would 
be a likely choice. For awhile, it looked like he could 
have succeeded with the Giants, but who would have 
thought it would be across the Bay managing the A’s? 
The end of the story has yet to be written however. 

BOB MELVIN

M-A, 1979

(See team names on page 7)
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There is no building with more grandeur in Menlo 
Park than St. Patrick’s Seminary & University. 
Newcomers to our town likely don’t even know of its 
existence and of those who do, few have taken the 
driveway off Middlefield Road or dared to venture 
inside.  

On April 27, MPHA Board members and guests were 
invited for a private tour of the complex. Board member 
Matt Horwitz is the St. Patrick’s library director, but he 
could only pass by as he was busy working.  

The tour was organized by board member Sandy 
Pachaud and was led by Martha Sheridan, a professor 
of Spanish at St. Patrick’s, assisted by seminarian 
Dereck Delgado. The seminary is also a university, 
accredited by three agencies including one originally 
founded by the pope in 1588. Currently, there are 62 
students enrolled.  

The property that is now St. Patrick’s was once once 
by Kate Johnson. As a young woman, she had left a 
husband and daughter back in Michigan to come to 
California. Kate married Robert Johnson, the son of 
Norwegian ship captain George Johnson, who owned 

the Menlo Park Ranch, founded by Denis Oliver and 
Daniel McGlynn. She converted from Presbyterianism 
to Catholicism. Robert inherited his father’s estate in 
1872 and when he died in 1889, the entire estate passed 
on to Kate. Living in San Francisco, she became a close 
acquaintance of Patrick Riordan, the city’s Catholic 
archbishop since December 1884. Kate acquired the 
former I.C. Woods’ Middlefield estate (see pages 6-7) 
for a second home, which she named Heart’s Ease. She 
died of pneumonia at the mansion in December 1893. 
Becoming California’s largest donor in the 1890s to the 
Catholic Church, her will included donating her 86-acre 
Heart’s Ease estate to the Catholic Church, which began 
construction of St. Patrick’s Seminary on the site. 

On August 24, 1898, Riordan dedicated the seminary, 
which was named for the patron saint of Ireland, “in 
tribute to the many Irish clergy and Irish benefactors of St. 
Patrick’s.” A native of New Brunswick, Canada, he no 
doubt didn’t mind that the seminary had his name as well. 

At the time, the building was deep in a country 
setting, though the Menlo Park train depot was close by 

St. Patrick’s Seminary and University 
by Bo Crane 

(Continued on page 5 
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and the nearby university town of Palo Alto had 
recently incorporated. The original structure had a 
fourth floor over the entry. The entry drive angled off 
Middlefield and Ringwood. 

The 1906 earthquake destroyed the top of St. 
Patrick’s as it did the Stanford’s Memorial Church, 
neither of which have been rebuilt as they once were.. 
The remodeling of the St. Patrick’s, which eliminated 
the fourth floor portion, was completed for school to 
reopen in 1909. Months earlier the upper gable was 
inscribed: “Rebuilt, A.D. 1908.”  

In 1909, the Heart’s Ease mansion burned. The Kate 
Johnson Board Room keeps the namesake’s memory, 
including photos of her mansion’s façade, heavily 
decorated with flowers. We visited several hallways and 
vantage points inside the building. Most spectacular is 
the chapel with its massive vaulted ceiling, stained glass 
windows, and tall organ pipes. The altar was being 
rebuilt and the pipes will be next. The setting could 
accompany large gatherings for any service, but future 
use of the chapel is to be determined. 

Touring the grounds, we visited the former convent 
that housed the Little Sisters of the Holy Family 
beginning in 1903, replaced in 1994 by the Oblate 
Sisters of Jesus the Priest, who now live in another 
building.  

In 1988, the Catholic Church offered to sell 43 acres 
ringing the property. It took eight years for a 
subdivision map to be recorded and now a residential 

neighborhood bordered by Seminary Drive, all 
beyond the brick boundary wall, quietly encircles the 
remaining immense grounds.   

Meanwhile, the seminary continues to educate and 
train men to become priests. There could not be a 
better setting.

  Circa 1898, before 1906 earthquake 

 Martha with MPHA Board members & guests

Chapel

Early 20th Century (Palo Alto Historical Association)

Seminary  
(Continued from page 4)
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(Ed. note: The property once called Ravenswood began at 
Middlefield Road. A Bayside town of the same name was 
envisioned, but that dream vanished in 1855 along with its 
would-be founder.) 
 
In 1854, the partners of California’s dominant express 
company in California, which was also one of the 
state’s largest banks, hosted an extravagant Fourth of 
July picnic in what was considered then Menlo Park, 
the portion of the Pulgas Rancho south of Redwood 
City. On the evening of July 2, 47 of the company’s 
agents from around the state boarded four large, 
horse-drawn wagons bearing the name “Adams & 
Co.” in silver lettering. They were bound from San 
Francisco “for Woodside Cottage, Arguello Park 
[misspelled as “Arguelleo”], Pulgas, &c, country seat 
of the resident California partners of that well known 
house.” Joining the festivities on the Fourth were 
more members of the firm and press, who arrived by 
water at the newly-built wharf, which extended into 
the Bay near the mouth of San Francisquito Creek. 
(“San Francisco Correspondence,” Sacramento Daily 
Union, July 6, 1854) 

Adams & Co. in California was an offshoot of the 
Adams Express Company, established in Boston in 
1840. Alvin Adams, that concern’s founder, realized 
that the 1848 discovery of gold would create a large 
demand for express shippers’ services. In 1849, he 
sent a young associate, Daniel H. Haskell, to San 
Francisco to set up a branch of the Adams Express.  

The principal host of the 1854 Independence Day 
gala was Haskell’s partner, Isaiah Churchill Woods. 
Born in Maine in 1825, Woods grew up in New 
Bedford, Massachusetts. In 1847, purchasing a ship 
and cargo, he sailed for Hawaii, which was rapidly 
becoming the Pacific base of the Massachusetts 
whaling fleet. Unable to sell his cargo, in October 
1848, he learned of the discovery of gold in 
California and sailed from Hawaii for San Francisco, 
where he sold his goods easily.  

Woods returned east in 1848 for a time. In 1849, 
Woods and Haskell appear to have traveled to 
California, Haskell for the first time, and Woods 
returning, on the same itinerary—a steamship from 

New York to Chagres (now Colón, at the Caribbean 
entrance to the Panama Canal), a transit of the 
Isthmus, and another steamer from Panama to San 
Francisco. By the time they reached the West Coast, 
Haskell had agreed to lease space for Adams & Co. in 
a warehouse Woods owned. 

Woods steadily insinuated himself into Adams’s 
business. Toward the end of 1850, when Haskell 
returned east to set up express routes between San 
Francisco and New Orleans, he gave Woods his 
power of attorney to look after the firm’s business. 
Woods proceeded cautiously at first, but he became 
increasingly aggressive. By the end of 1852, he was 
acting as the managing partner of the business. As of 
1853, Adams controlled California’s dominant 
express network, with small offices throughout the 
Gold Country, and regional offices in Sacramento, 
Stockton, and Sonora. 

At the same time, Woods and Haskell were 
speculating in land at the southern end of San 
Francisco County (which then included what is now 
current San Mateo County, incorporated separately in 
1856). By July 1852, Woods and Haskell shared 
ownership of a one-third interest in a portion of the 
Rancho de las Pulgas between Redwood City and San 
Francisquito Creek, from the County Road (El 
Camino Real) to the salt marsh at the margin of the 
Bay. During 1853, they arranged a series of 
transactions with the other members of their 
syndicate, John H. Haskett, C. D. Judah, and Rufus 

Isaiah Churchill Woods and Ravenswood 
by Jonathan Tiemann

(Continued on page 7)

Adams Co. check, 1854
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Rowe, in dividing the one large tract into three 
smaller ones, and dissolving the syndicate. Woods 
and Haskell ended up with about 2,200 acres in two 
parcels. The principal holding (the “country seat” in 
the 1854 article) was the tract bounded by Marsh 
Road, Middlefield Road, Willow Road, and the Bay.  

Woods had grand plans for the property. He 
envisioned developing a town, which he intended to 
call Ravenswood. Woods also had grand plans for 
Adams & Co. He chafed at the supervision of the 
partners back east, and in 1854, he gained control of 
the California operation. Woods began living in high 
style, entering horses into the Cattle Show of the 
California State Agricultural Society. He became a 
director of the Pacific and Atlantic Railroad Company 
and the Immigrant Road Committee. He was also a 
trustee of the California Stage Company and of the 
Pacific Emigrant Society. His name even appeared on 
a list of possible Whig candidates for U.S. Senate, to 
run against David Broderick. 

Meanwhile, Woods had been siphoning funds from 
Adams & Co. But Page, Bacon & Co., the largest 
bank in San Francisco, failed in February 1855, and 
the resulting panic exposed Adams & Co.’s weakness. 
He tried to finesse the resulting litigation, but he lost 
the Pulgas Rancho property in a sheriff’s sale, which 
realized only $34,000. In August he slipped off to 
Australia. 

Ravenswood  
(Continued from page 6)

The 1950 players in the baseball team photo on 
page one are: bottom row left to right: Paul 
Melvin (first baseman), Louie Budell, Aldo 
Dossola, Bud Ferrari, (first name?) Swanson; 
middle row: Paul Brown, Joe O'Halloran, Tommy 
Morey, Adrian Dioli (Lydia’s brother), Jack 
Fisher, ?? on end; top row Coach George 
Rodriquez, Patrick Nelson, Roy Lang, Coach Joe 
Maloney. 

Team photo names  

TWO SATURDAYS IN AUGUST: 

Saturday, August 6, 10:00 A.M. 
MPHA VICTORIAN DAYS WALK 

Meet at Menlo Depot 
MPHA Historian, Bo Crane, along with other 

members of the MPHA Board, will lead 
participants in San Mateo County’s Victorian Days 
Tour of Menlo Park along various historical sites 
in one of Menlo Park’s oldest sections. The tour 
will begin at the Railroad Depot, built in 1867. 
The tour begins there and will follow Ravenswood 
Ave out and Oak Grove Ave back. There are no 
COVID restrictions or questions but attendees are 
asked to stay home is under a positive test or ill. 
All activities will be outside with gatherings 
necessary along the way to hear historical 
information. 

The mile-and-a-half tour is on level concrete 
sidewalks and asphalt drives with several crossing 
of paved streets.. Victorian Days tours throughout 
the Peninsula are sponsored by the San Mateo 
County Historical Museum.  No reservations are 
required. Please be at the Merrill St. Depot at 
10:00 a.m. ready to walk. Please bring your own 
water and sun protection. 
 

August 13, 1:00-5:00 P.M. 
MPHA BARBEQUE &  
ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Burgess Park Picnic Area 
(Next to the Baseball Diamond, Burgess Drive) 

SAVE THE DATE 
MORE INFORMATION BY FLYER  
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Become a Member of MPHA 
Join by sending in your name plus mailing and 

email address to MPHA, 800 Alma St,  
Menlo Park, CA, 94025-3445. 

Enclose check payable to MPHA. 
 

Annual Membership: 
Residential . . . $ 20.00 
Business . . . . . $ 100.00 
Lifetime . . . . . $ 200.00 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS: 
Please send your current email address to 

mphistorical@yahoo.com

Upcoming August 6, 2022 MPHA Walk  
(see page 7, photo above from 2019)

Thank You 
Business Members! 

Lasky Trade Printing 
Shypulski & Associates 

Sinnot & Co. 
Tiemann Investment Advisors 

West Bay Sanitary District 
 

Thank You to Our 
New/Renewed Members! 

David Blackman, Mike Brassea, Jym Clendenin 
(life), Max Cuellar, Brian Ferrin, Mel Froli, 

Karen Kitterman (life)), Jeff McColloch,  
Jim Rutter, Harold Schapelhouman, Susan 

Shardellati, Jan Sweeney, Kathy Switky, 
 Jonathan Tiemann (new business member),  

Ann Treadwell, Anne Woodhouse


