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Each of these persons was 
highlighted during the November 13, 
2022, Annual Meeting talk given by 
MPHA Historian Bo Crane. The title 
was “How Kepler’s and Ken Kesey 
Created Silicon Valley.”  The talk 
pretty much began from this 
paragraph in “What the Dormouse 
Said” by John Markoff (who was in 
attendance): On the San Francisco 
Midpeninsula, the late fifties and 
early sixties were a bucolic time. 
Kepler’s bookstore on El Camino 
Real…as a beacon for an eclectic 
group of intellectuals who were 
outsiders in a community that was 
largely split in its economic 
dependence among Stanford, a 
fledging electronics industry, and 
large military contractors like 
Lockheed… 

For more, see pages 4-5. 
 

 
Left to Right, top to bottom:   

Dave Guard, Jerry Garcia 
Joan Baez,  Roy Kepler 

Doug Engelbart, Ken Kesey 
Stewart Brand, John Markoff

“WHAT THE DORMOUSE SAID”

Menlo Park website



It has been another busy and productive year for your 
MPHA as we continue to fulfill our mission of 
collecting, archiving, and disseminating snapshots 
(literally and figuratively) of the colorful and diverse 
history of this town we call home.  

Our membership numbers continue to increase with 
an 8% gain from the start of the year. What follows is 
a recital of some of our accomplishments in 2022: 

Three BoD members attended oral history training 
at Stanford. MPHA members Mike Demeter and Patty 
Hjelm have graciously accepted our invitation to 
provide the MPHA with an oral history of their very 
rich recollections of Menlo.  

Sandy Pachaud published an article in The Gate 
Post of her interview in Café Zöe that profiled 
longtime Menlo Park artist Joseph Zirker. Sandy 
arranged for a “take one” MPHA info display with the 
café. She also staffed an MPHA info table during the 
year’s National Night activities. 

At the invitation of the staff at St. Patrick’s 
Seminary, several board members and guests toured 
parts of the grounds and buildings. Board members 
were also invited by MPHA member Amy Baggott to 
her home with its interesting history and features. 

An Oak Grove Avenue Victorian Days “Religious 
Row” walking tour was led by Bo and Sandy, with 
over 40 members divided into two groups. 

Our second Annual MPHA picnic at Burgess Park 
had 50+ people attending, including Mayor Betsy 
Nash and City Councilmember Drew Combs.  

Church of the Nativity tours, in conjunction with 
150th Anniversary festivities, were conducted by 
MPHA Vice-President Mike Demeter and Jim 
Kearney. 

We held our very first MPHA Zoom webinar (“The 
Streets of MP”), hosted by Bo Crane. 

Through mid-November, our Facebook page had a 
24% increase in “likes.”  

Cooperating with Walgreens, we installed a major 
Menlo Memories “Mansions of Menlo/Atherton” 

pop-up display on SCA facing out their front window. 
We also collaborated with Ali El Safy and Bistro Vida 
(and Jim Peck Designs) in providing images 
displayed on their outdoor dining barriers along Santa 
Cruz Avenue. 

New MPHA member and longtime MP resident 
now living in Ohio, Mary McGuire, volunteered to 
serve as our Association Ambassador in a visit to 
Galway, Ireland. Mary met with Galway leaders as 
well as those from the village of Menlough and 
presented them with a framed image of the Menlo 
Gates replica. Thank you, Mary! 

At the end of his three-year term in 2021, MPHA 
secretary Bo Crane chose not to re-enlist but to 
continue as editor of The Gate Post. The Board voted 
him MPHA Historian. 

During 2022, former MPHA President Jym 
Clendenin retired from the Board. At the end of 2022, 
board member Bobbie Carcione chose not to re-enlist 
for another term. 

Matt Horwitz joined the Board early in the year and 
Brian Ferrin joined recently, filling vacancies that 
exist as a result of the Board’s vote to increase the 
number of available positions. 

To enhance our productivity and internet 
connectivity reliability, we have upgraded our 
technology platforms and applications, along with 
adding a new computer, monitor, and updated 
versions of key programs.  

The year 2023 promises to be busy beginning with 
our Annual Dinner in February. We will be expanding 
our Walking Tours with the goal of having self-guided 
tours that will hopefully include plaques and 
scannable QR codes, providing visitors with access to 
much deeper and more robust narratives. Another 
webinar is planned. As always, we want to locate and 
secure a more permanent location to display MP 
memorabilia and artifacts. 

That’s a lot, and there will be a lot more to come. 
But accomplishing it all will require not only the 
commitment and dedication of the Board but also the 
passion, enthusiasm, and skills of our members. 
Volunteers are always welcome.  

In closing I would like to extend my deep gratitude 
and thanks to the BoD for your past and current 
commitment in pushing us forward. And to you, our 
members, I offer a heartfelt THANK YOU for your 
continued support of the MPHA. 
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In the beginning years of Stanford University, two 
U.S. presidents, on separate visits eleven years apart, 
arrived by train at the Menlo Park depot. These two 
presidential visits were accompanied by much 
fanfare, long speeches, and large banquets. 

Rutherford B. Hayes, president from March 1877 
to March 1881, arrived in San Francisco (S.F.) in 
September 1880, just before his 58th birthday. Hayes 
had promised when he ran successfully for president 
in 1876 to serve as president for only four years as he 
did not like patronage issues surrounding re-election 
campaigns. His visit to the Bay Area was the first of 
any president in office. On Friday, September 17, he 
had lunch with “Governor Stanford at Menlo,” though 
of course Stanford was no longer governor. Leland Jr. 
was not yet 12, and a university would not be created 
in his memory until after his death in 1884. Hayes 
died January 17, 1893, in Ohio.  

Benjamin Harrison, president from March 1889 to 
March 1893, came to S.F. at age 57 on April 25, 1891. 
Four days later he took the train “for Menlo Park” 

where he was guided by Leland Stanford to his Palo 
Alto Stock Farm and then to the university campus, 
due to open that fall. The Stanford estate had been 
served by the Menlo Park depot since Stanford had 
bought his property in 1876. Though Stanford was 
promoting his property as part of Palo Alto, mapped 
in 1888, custom would still for years consider the 
campus part of Menlo Park. 

Harrison was defeated in the fall 1892 election. He 
and Stanford had both served in the Senate together. 
At the time no pension was available for presidents 
leaving office, and paid employment was considered 
too crass for an ex-president. Nevertheless, Stanford 
offered Harrison a teaching position at an extremely 
high salary. With two days left in office, Harrison 
accepted. Stanford died on June 21, 1893. That 
summer Harrison prepared his two-week 
constitutional law course. On March 4, 1894, he 
arrived at Stanford and taught until leaving campus 
on April 16. He never returned, although he remained 
a paid, prestigious faculty member until 1896. 

Teddy Roosevelt, in office as president, planted a 
tree at Stanford in 1903. President Clinton also 
visited Stanford in September 1997 when his daughter 
enrolled. She graduated in June 2001 when her father 
was out of office. In 2013, Barack Obama landed by 
helicopter at the Menlo Circus Club in Atherton and 
then took a motorcade down Valparaiso Avenue. But 
this article is about the first presidents to travel by 
train to Menlo Park.

Where the Presidents Roam

President Rutherford B. Hayes and Mrs. Hayes 
with Senator Leland Stanford (right) in the 
garden of the Senator's home at Menlo Park.
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Above are the six Board members and MPHA 
mainstay David Blackman (holding the Jerry Garcia 
photo) who, without forewarning, graciously accepted 
a request to participate by speaker Bo Crane. Sandy 
Pachaud, holding the Joan Baez photo, is hidden by 
the Roy Kepler photo held by Jim Lewis. Greg 
Mellberg at the far end is holding Dave Guard’s 
photo. Tim has Ken Kesey, Mike Demeter has a 
blurry Doug Engelbart, and Brian Ferrin has Stewart 
Brand. For those who didn’t attend the talk given at 
the MPHA Annual Meeting on November 13, what 
follows is a brief summary: 

Dave Guard, Menlo High School class of 1952, 
formed the folk group Kingston Trio in 1957 while a 
Stanford undergrad. Joan Baez, daughter of a Stanford 
professor and who lived briefly on Glenwood, was 16, 
already a folk singer, and a Paly High senior when the 
Kingston Trio was founded. The prevalence of local 
folk music enabled Jerry Garcia, who had once 
attended Menlo Oaks Elementary School, to play and 
teach acoustic guitar and banjo while also working in 
various local music stores. 

U. of Oregon grad Ken Kesey enrolled in the 
Stanford Creating Writing Center in the fall of 1958. 
Living on Perry Avenue (aka Perry Lane), he earned 

$75 at the Menlo VA as a volunteer tested with a drug 
that turned out to be LSD. Stealing samples while 
working as an orderly, Kesey brought the drug to his 
living room in 1962 for parties. One of the attendees 
was Garcia, then a 20-year-old living in a crash pad 
nearby. Former Stanford student Stewart Brand also 
underwent group-supervised treatment with LSD near 
Kepler’s bookstore at its second location. 

Roy Kepler opened his small bookstore on El 
Camino Real in 1955, moving to a larger space a 
block south in 1959. In the 1960s, Kepler’s store 
would become a gathering place for counterculture 
individuals increasingly opposed to the Vietnam War 
and corresponding draft.  

When Kesey in 1965 set up a series of public LSD 
parties, he enlisted Garcia’s newly named Grateful 
Dead band, which had converted from acoustic to 
amplified electric music. The aura surrounding LSD 
was augmented by the growing popularity of acid-
rock music and bands. The Grateful Dead relocated to 
San Francisco, which was glorified during the 1967 
Summer of Love. All of that got the attention of some 
Brianof the senior researchers at Stanford Research 
Institute on Ravenswood Avenue, who also 
experimented with LSD. Doug Engelbart, who had 

How Ken Kesey and Kepler’s  
Created Silicon Valley
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been with SRI since 1946, was included in that group. 
In December 1968, Doug introduced his invention of 
the computer mouse to a large audience at Brooks Hall 
in San Francisco. Back at SRI, Stewart Brand 
monitored the computer images that were projected on 
a huge screen visible to the Brooks Hall gathering. 

The 1960s psychedelic scene that began at Perry Lane 
was about unlocking the brain. (“Feed your head” was 
what the dormouse said in the 1967 “White Rabbit” 
song.) The anti-war movement, engendered at Kepler’s 
including by Joan Baez, spoke to questioning the status 
quo. Engelbart’s SRI group wanted to go beyond 
computers as calculators in order to ameliorate the human 
mind.  These seven players, each with photos assigned to 
MPHA Board members, helped create Silicon Valley, 
which by most accounts stops just across San 
Francisquito Creek but was actually born in Menlo Park. 

John Markoff with mask. Can you find four board members? (See p. 8) 

Mike Brassea in ballcap. Can you find three board members? (See p. 8) 

Jym Clendenin

Brian Ferrin

Jerry (Dave), Sandy, Bo

Silicon Valley (continued from page 4)
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Few Menlo Park subdivisions have such colorful 
owners as William and Grace Yale, developers of the 
1949 Yale Tract and the 1951 Grace Yale Tract. 
 
William Yale 
William Hanna Stamels Yale was born November 6, 
1873, in San Francisco. William’s great-great-
grandfather was the uncle of Elihu Yale, for whom Yale 
University in Connecticut is named (and Yale Road in 
Menlo Park is named for the university). Elihu’s 
grandfather, Thomas Yale Sr., is buried in Wrexham, 
Wales, where Elihu is also buried. The Yale line goes 
back to the 15th century in Wales with the Yale 
surname based on the Welsh word “Ial.” William’s 
ancestors came to America in 1637, and his great-
grandfather was a captain in the Revolutionary War. 

His father was born in Connecticut. William and 
his two siblings were born in the 1870s when his 
father was working in San Francisco for Travelers 
Insurance. William chose dentistry as his profession, 
getting a diploma from the University of 

Pennsylvania Dental Department in 1895. 
William took his skills to Alaska in 1897, returning 

to San Francisco where he received a dental 
certificate in 1899. He then lived briefly at home 
before going to Mexico. In 1903, he moved on to 
Peru and then Bolivia (the country where Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid were reportedly 
gunned down in 1908). 

He returned to the U.S. in 1911 only to leave a year 
later, arriving in Barcelona in 1912. On October 1, 
1919, still self-employed as a dentist, he arrived in 
Madrid where he later met Grace Anna Monné, 17 
years younger than himself. 

 
Grace Yale 
Grace Anna Monné was born December 5, 1891, in 
New York City. Her father, Evaristo Monné, was born 
in Spain and emigrated to the U.S. in 1864 from 
Cuba. Evaristo’s brother Ramon, older by three years, 
arrived in the U.S. in 1866. By 1880, they were both 

Menlo Park’s Will and Grace 
by Bo Crane

(Continued on page 7)

1921 Passport photo, William & Grace Yale



January-March 2023                                                       THE GATE POST

cigar manufacturers in New York City, living with 
their mother and sister as well as Evaristo’s wife, plus 
their two sons. Grace and her slightly older sister 
were not yet born in 1880. Evaristo’s wife had been 
born in New York City to a Spanish father and 
German mother. 

In 1888, the brothers built a wooden, three-story 
32,800 square-foot cigar factory in Tampa, Florida. 

Their company was known as R. Monné and Brother. 
The Spanish-American War that began in April 1898 
included a U.S. blockade of Cuba, ending exportation 
of tobacco as well as sugar. The treaty of December 
1898 ended the war with the independence of Cuba 
guaranteed. That caused the brothers to close their 
business and sell the factory. In 1894, Evaristo took 
his family back to Spain, settling in Valladolid with 
the idea of immersing his children in Spanish. 
Evaristo bought a large farm and U.S.-built reapers 
for harvesting. Moving to Madrid in 1909, Grace, 
now 18, confirmed her U.S. citizenship with the U.S. 
Consulate. Over the next decade, Spain remained 
neutral during WWI, though still hit by domestic 
political crises. 

 
Menlo Park 

In June 1920, William applied in Madrid for a 
passport so that he could return to the U.S., having 
arrived in Spain before passports were required. In 
February 1921, he again applied for a passport for the 
same reasons, but this time to be accompanied by his 
wife, Grace Monné. William was 47 and Grace 30. 
They sailed from La Havre, France, arriving in New 
York in March 1921. William resumed his dentistry in 
San Francisco. 

As of 1930, the couple were living on Maple 
Avenue (now Elder Avenue) in Menlo Park. The 
couple purchased a large parcel on the corner of 
Oakdell Drive and Lemon Street. In 1948, they 
created seven lots fronting Oakdell and Lemon as 
well as a cul-de-sac street to serve the eight-lot 
interior subdivision called the Yale Tract. The new 
street, though a court, was named Grace Drive. 

Before houses could be built on the property, 
William died on February 15, 1950. Grace mapped 
their Elder Avenue property in February 1951 as the 
Grace Yale Tract. The subdivision has six lots served 
by William Court, which Grace named for her 
departed husband as he had named Grace Drive for 
her. After that, she disappears from internet searches. 

Grace turned 60 that December. Her life had taken 
her as a child from New York City to Spain, where, 
though immersed in Spanish, she kept her U.S. 
citizenship, and married into a heralded Welsh-
American family line. She then immigrated with her 
husband to his hometown San Francisco and then to 
Menlo Park, where Yale Street already represented 
her husband’s ancestry. She created one subdivision 
with him and later one on her own. Her namesake 
street is just one of many that are based on a long 
series of unforeseen events and people connected by 
unlikely chance.

Yale 
(Continued from page 6)

Elihu Yale

1888 New York Directory. R. Monne & Brother 
(Evaristo), segars 
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Become a Member of MPHA 
2023 

Join by sending in your name plus mailing and 
email address to MPHA, 800 Alma St,  

Menlo Park, CA, 94025-3445. 
Enclose check payable to MPHA. 

 

Annual Membership: 
Residential . . . $ 20.00 
Business . . . . . $ 100.00 
Lifetime . . . . . $ 200.00 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS: 
Please send all inquiries to: 
mphistorical@yahoo.com

Tim Johnston representing Ken Kesey 
MPHA Annual Meeting, Nov. 13, 2022

Thank You 
Business Members! 

Lasky Trade Printing 
Shypulski & Associates 

 Sinnott & Co. 
Tiemann Investment Service  
West Bay Sanitary District 

 
Thank You to Our 

New Members! 
Michael Geary, Rich McLinden,  

Spelling correction from last issue: 
Mary McGuire

Answers to Meeting photos on 
page 5: 

Four: Karen, Pam, Greg, Lydia 
Three: Mike, Karen, Martha


