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The MPHA summer picnic at 
Burgess Park on August 13 
featured two trivia contests. 
The first was won by David 
Blackman; the runner-up was 
Andrea Lopez. Round two was 
won by Kevin “KC” Callahan; 
the runner-up was Mary 
McGuire. One of the questions 
was not: Who was Daniel C. 
McGlynn?—all MP historians 
are expected to know that. 
Instead, the question was: what 
does the “C” stand for?  
1. Chrysostom, “golden 
mouth,” nickname of the once-
Archbishop of Constantinople, 
2. Chrysanthemum, “golden 
flower,” 
3. Chrysopylae, “golden gate” 
(to heaven), 
4. Carney, an ancient Irish 
warrior, and 
5. Cuthbert, a Celtic saint, or  
6. Conan, Irish for “wolf.”  
 
See page 3 for the answer. 
(Note: Daniel McGlynn was 
Denis Oliver’s partner in their 
Menlo Park Ranch, c1853-
1855.)

SUMMER PICNIC

Bernadette Callahan, KC, David 

Congrats from MPHA President

Menlo Park website



Hi everyone, and happy Fall 2022! It was a busy 
summer for the MPHA: 

•  In July we restarted our long-dormant Oral History 
program. 

•  In early August we participated in National Night 
Out. 

•  On August 6, we conducted a walking tour of 
historic landmarks. 

•  Our 2nd Annual BBQ/Picnic and Ice Cream Social 
was held on August 13 at Burgess Park. Mary 
Kavanaugh and her family joined us, reviving the 
Ice Cream Social they have sponsored for so many 
years.  

•  In late August, with the support of Walgreens 
Pharmacy, we were thrilled to install our latest 
“Menlo Memories” pop-up photo display of 
historic mansions and buildings in the front 
window on Santa Cruz Avenue. Thanks go to 
board members Michael Demeter, Lydia Cooper, 
Greg Mellberg, and Martha Lancestremere for 
pulling this all together! We invite all to take a 
stroll downtown and check it out. 

Fall 2022 promises to be a busy time for us as well:  
•  On October 9, 2:00 p.m. we launch our MPHA 

Zoom webinar series, regarding the origins of 
Menlo Park’s street names. 

•  The Annual Membership Meeting is being 
scheduled for November 13. Stay tuned for 
additional details. I hope to see many of you there. 

•  Finally, we will continue our effort to identify and 
secure a location for a Menlo Park History 
Museum to display the rich history of our town. 

The late Al Giannotti, a longtime resident and 
business/community leader, once said: “What I 
remember most about old Menlo Park are the people 
– not the things, but the people.” Local history is not 
just about the place and its artifacts. It is as much, if 
not more, about the people who populate the place we 
call home. 

Take good care and please be well. 

“The Gate of Success” 
On July 18, MPHA 
Board members 
visited a 1924 home 
in the Ringwood 
area. The board was 
invited by MPHA 
life member Amy 
Baggott for a tour 
that she led with her 
daughter of their 

family’s home at 240 Menlo Oaks Drive. The house 
was originally built by George Valentine Bratzel. In 
1962, George wrote an autobiography, The Gate of 
Success. (The above photo is from the homeowner’s 
copy of Bratzel’s book.) 

He was born in 1883 in Alsace-Lorraine to German 
parents. The family immigrated when George was 
two, winding up in North Dakota (ND) where George 
was the oldest of six children. In 1909, he married 
Katherine Schamlenberger, 21, born in ND as a 
second-generation American of German ancestry. 
Between 1911 and 1923, the couple had five children. 
George later left his farm and family when he moved 
to California. 

He built the Menlo Oaks house in 1924 and the 
following year, at age 42, married Anna Franciscka 
Ludwig, 18, a German immigrant, then living with 
her family in San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury district. 
In his autobiography, George termed her as “my 
pretty lady.” 

Though he listed himself as a “carpenter builder for 
a contractor” in the 1930 census, he was still enough 
of a farmer to cultivate his lot, including installing a 
well and pump house in the rear yard, visible from an 
glass-windowed, octagonal dining area. His building 
skills were evident in features presented on our 
private tour. Below is a photo of the front entry, 

which includes 
fleur-de-lis implants 
over the stucco. 
George V. Bratzel’s 
story is another 
chapter in the 
history of Menlo 
Park, which also 
began with a gate.
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President’s  
Message 
Tim Johnston 
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Not on the Religious Row tour but at 501 Oak Grove 
Avenue, close to Alma Street and opposite Mills 
Avenue, is a Victorian house dubbed the “Jewel of 
Oak Grove.”  

It stands with tight shoulders between two 
apartment houses on the left, built in 1979, and two 
narrow condominiums on the right, built in 1975, with 
a 7-Eleven nearby on the corner of Alma Street. 

The house was built in 1902 and is listed on the 
MPHA Walking Tour. In 1916, it was acquired by 
William Feeley, who had been a coachman on Felton 
Avenue, next door to Charles N. Felton. 

Felton was the former U.S. senator who overlapped 
with Leland Stanford for two years. He died at 82 in 
1914. Feeley, who had been a laborer in a government 
camp—likely Camp Fremont—moved into his new 
residence with his wife, daughter, and four children.  

William died in 1937. As of 1940, his widow, 
Katherine, was living in the house with three sons, 
Arthur 35, a plumber; Francis, 33, once a gardener for 
Stanford but unemployed in 1939; and Jack, 30, a 
PG&E service worker.  

An older brother, Edward, was married with two 
boys, also out of work in 1939. Francis soon got his job 
back but was killed in October 1943 when he walked 
into the side of a moving train. Edward died in 1944 
and the sons’ mother, Katherine, died a year later. 

As of the 1950 census, Arthur, plumber, was head 

of the household that now included Jack, divorced, 
and Edward’s widow, plus her two teenage sons. The 
working-class family members never sold their land, 
and the home has been long known as the Feeley 
House. Arthur Andrew Feeley died in 1986, outliving 
all his siblings, a resident of the Jewel of Menlo Park 
for 70 years. 

Jewel of Oak Grove

Answer from page 1 
 
St. John Chrysostom  
Archbishop of Constantinople 
(397-404 A.D.) 

Google streetview March 2022
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The second annual MPHA picnic was held August 13, 
2022, at Burgess Park. The picnic was organized by 
board member Sandy Pachaud, with displays 
organized by board members Martha Lancestremere 
and Karen Kitterman. MPHA members, including the 
Kavanaugh-Smiths, sponsors of past Ice Cream 
Socials, gathered in the shade for a bring-your-own 
barbeque, with the grill being operated by board 
president Tim Johnston. 

The Second Annual MPHA picnic

Kavanaugh-Smith Family
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Did you know that Menlo Park was home to a world-
renowned artist, printmaker, and sculptor? The artist, 
Joseph Zirker, moved to the Willows in 1971. A few 
years later, he moved to Menlo Park, where he and his 
wife, Eva, converted their garage on O’Connor Street 
into an art studio. This studio, later featured in Sunset 
Magazine, was built by a friend who knew exactly 
what the artist needed: lots and lots of light.  

Joseph, who was Jewish, was born and raised in 
Los Angeles at a time when anti-Semitic rhetoric was 
common. His parents were both deaf, having lost their 
hearing as children from a widespread infection in the 
late 1890s. Joseph states that he had no difficulties 
communicating with them. His parents were divorced 
when he was a one-year-old. He and his mother lived 
with her parents (his maternal grandparents) and at 
times with her married sisters and their husbands. 

Joseph recalled to me in a recent interview that he 
began drawing at a very young age. He felt his artistic 

talents were inherited from his father, an 
accomplished self-taught sign painter who was also 
ambidextrous. His father resided in Merced, and it 
was there that Joseph spent his summers and 
Christmas breaks.  

Joseph’s education was extensive. He enrolled at 
UCLA, followed by the University of Denver, where 
he received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. Then he 
went to USC, where he was taught by a well-known 
printmaker as he earned his Master of Fine Arts 
degree. He attended the prestigious National 
Academy of Design, founded in 1825, the oldest art 
establishment in the U.S. 

One of Joseph’s proudest achievements was being 
elected for a fellowship at the Tamarind Institute in 
Albuquerque, NM. For two years Joseph studied 
under the tutelage of a renowned Czech lithographer 
from whom he learned many secret techniques to 
utilize in his art.  

It is often said that artists do not like to share 
their secrets; not true for Joseph. He held many 
workshops in his Menlo Park studio and taught 
summer classes at Stanford. He was a full-time 
teacher at San Jose City College.  

Joseph is known worldwide as the inventor of the 
Cast Acrylic Monotype and has shared this technique 
with countless artists. The Cast Acrylic Monotype idea 
was created by accident.  Joseph had a bowl with dried 
acrylic paint, and he needed the bowl for another 
project. He was able to lift the acrylic paint from the 
bowl in one piece. He got to thinking that this approach 
could lead to new possibilities in the manufacturing of 
painted and collaged monotypes as well as monoprints 
without the use of presses or pressure. 

For many years, the Smith-Anderson Gallery in 
Palo Alto featured Joseph’s work. He has also been 
shown extensively throughout the U.S. and Europe, 
with exhibits in Amsterdam, France, and Belgium.  

His work was displayed through May of this year at 
Café Zoë in Menlo Park. Kathleen, the owner of the 
café (which is named for her daughter), displayed his 
work as seen in the photo with Joseph in a cap. Karen 

Joseph Zirker 
by Sandy Pachaud

(Continued on page 7)

From josephzirker.com,  
photo by Lee Holub.
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Jo, Joseph’s daughter, said that when his exhibit at 
Café Zoë went up, her father had renewed his interest 
in painting. Joseph admitted to me that some art 
techniques take more energy than others and that 
these days painting is less strenuous for him. While I 
was in the studio, an acrylic painting was there in the 
process of drying. The Cast Acrylic Print by Joseph 
Zirker, copyright 2004, is available for viewing at the 
MPHA office in the Menlo Park Main Library at 800 
Alma Street during the office’s open hours. 

When I asked Joseph to what he attributed his 
longevity, his daughter Karen Jo interjected, “It’s 
because he has a purpose in life.” She also added that 
the family didn’t “want him to leave yet as he is adored 
by everyone.” “Poppy,” as he’s known to family 
members, had a large extended family, with daughter 
Karen Jo in San Francisco, a son in New Zealand, and 
another daughter in Thailand, as well as many 
grandchildren. His daughter in Thailand is also an 
accomplished artist and employs Joseph’s techniques.  

Joseph Zirker passed away at age 98 on June 25, 
2022.  His loss will be greatly felt by his family and 
by all who knew him. 

Zirker  
(Continued from page 6)

“Eclipse” by Joseph Zirker

Joseph at Cafe Zoe, April 2022.
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Webinar Sunday  
October 9, at 2:00 p.m. 

“The Streets of Menlo Park” 
To connect (cut and paste): 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83187214486?pwd=c0
NJTnJrbUE0Qk41YmZQemZlTHJqdz09 

If needed: Meeting ID: 831 8721 4486 
Passcode: 036409  

Become a Member of MPHA 
Join by sending in your name plus mailing and 

email address to MPHA, 800 Alma St,  
Menlo Park, CA, 94025-3445. 

Enclose check payable to MPHA. 
 

Annual Membership: 
Residential . . . $ 20.00 
Business . . . . . $ 100.00 
Lifetime . . . . . $ 200.00 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS: 
Please send all inquiries to: 
mphistorical@yahoo.com

Sandy Pachaud, MPHA display 
National Night Out, August 2, 2022

Thank You 
Business Members! 

Lasky Trade Printing 
Shypulski & Associates 

 Sinnot & Co. 
Tiemann Investment Service  
West Bay Sanitary District 

 
Thank You to Our 

New Members! 
Gail Gavello, Beverly Lipman, May McGuire 

Charles Schmuck, Peter Zivkov

Annual Meeting,  
Sunday, November 13  

2:00 p.m.  
(See website for details: www.mphistory.org)


