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As our featured
speaker, Fire
Chief Harold
Schapelhouman
(left) recounted
several topics and
events for MPHA
members and
guests assembled
for the 2019 An-

nual Meeting. Chief Schapelhouman had
last spoke at the 2009 Annual Meeting.
But the main focus this time was on his
efforts to recognize the value in history
and to retain historical artifacts, photos
and records. Harold recounted how pre-
vious chiefs willingly tossed out histori-
cal badges and artifacts from the past.
Even before he became chief, Harold re-
trieved such items as he is a fellow col-
lector of history.

He noted that when the Menlo Park
(aka Kuck) Hotel burned down in 1896,
there were no water lines nor Fire De-
partment. Volunteers carried out furniture
as the hotel burned. An official Fire De-
partment was finally established in 1916
at a time when the name Menlo Park cov-
ered a much larger area than just that of

the city, incorporated in 1927.
Seven fire houses have since been

built for the Menlo Park Fire Protection
District. The MPFPD has recently pur-
chased several residences adjacent to ex-
isting stations, such as at the recently
modernized Fire Station (FS) 6 on Oak
Grove Ave., where the original fire house
with bell tower now sits next to a new
addition (see photo). The latest residence
purchase is next to FS 77 on Chilco
Street. (#77 is used because Woodside
Fire has a prior claim to the use of #7.) 

MPHA President Jim Lewis led a brief
quiz for the audience, which included the
location of all seven MPFPD stations.
He also introduced the Board, which in-
cludes two new members, Bobbie Car-
cione and Tim Johnston.

MPHA Treasurer Bo Crane followed
with a list of MPHA accomplishments in
2019, most notably the construction of
the Menlo Gates replica, right outside
the meeting room, positioned on the cor-
ner of Ravenswood and Alma. The year
concluded with a 250th anniversary of
the Portola Expedition, with California
Landmark Monument located at the far
southern end of Alma St.

2019 ANNUAL MEETING SPEAKER:
HAROLD SCHAPELHOUMAN



What is a history association’s role in keeping
memories of the past? Are they all saved in photos,
stories and books? What do we lose when we lose a
building? On this page we’re offering up mystery
photos of six buildings, past and present, for you to
identify. Submit your guess via email to orders@den-
nismartin.net  The first to send an email with all six
buildings correctly identified will be handed a prize at
the February 9 Annual Dinner.
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Mrs. Katherine R. McLean arrived on Liberty Park
Avenue in our neighborhood in west Menlo Park in
the early 1950s in a unique way: she was riding in her
house as it was moved from 807 Santa Cruz Avenue
in downtown Menlo Park. Since she did not drive, she
decided to save on cab fare and take the less than two-
mile trip as a passenger in her house. Her move was
motivated by her retirement from her accounting busi-
ness, which she conducted out of her home. She no
longer needed to live in the business district. In a
shrewd business move, she bought a cheaper lot out
of the business district, moved her house there, and
sold the downtown lot for a higher price for business
development. (Intero was formerly located there, on
the corner of Crane St—where the white house on the
left-hand side of the photo is located near the automo-
bile in this 1946 photo from upstairs in Ann’s Coffee
Shop.

Most likely the building code did not allow one to
live in a house that was not hooked up to the sewer.
But the one-day occupancy of a moving house per-
haps fell into a grey area. If the building inspector had
red-tagged the house, it probably would have been the
first time that a building inspector gave a citation for a
moving violation. 

After she became our neighbor at 2036 Liberty
Park Avenue, Mrs. McLean bought a car and tried to
learn to drive. One day she drove the car into a flower
bed. She had my mother get the car out for her. After
that, Mrs. McLean gave up on learning to drive. Al-
though she never successfully learned to drive a car,

Mrs. McLean did have the once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence of “driving” her house out Santa Cruz Avenue.

[The McLean house at 2036 Liberty Park Avenue
later burned down and has since been replaced.
Katherine MacLean [sic], age 46, appears in the
1940 census for San Francisco working as an ac-
countant, born in Pennsylvania, with a son, Wylie,
age 26. Katherine R. McLean is listed under Account-
ants in the 1948 and 1950 Menlo Park directories at
807 Santa Cruz Ave.  In the 1953 and 1955 MP direc-
tories under the name MacLean, she is an Accountant
at  2036 Liberty Park Ave. After he left the neighbor-
hood, Jesse remembers being told that her middle-
aged son continued living after his mother at the
Liberty Park Ave house.]
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Mrs. McLean Takes a Ride
By Jesse Arnold



NEW MALONEY BUILDING IS ASSET
TO MENLO PARK
Menlo Park’s newest and finest structure, the Mal-
oney Building, representing an investment of $60,000,
was built by the Maloney Estate…In the center of the
1100 block, on the western side, it is strategically lo-
cated for the business and residential growth of
Menlo Park.

MENLO PARK HAS FINE HOMES,
SPACIOUS ESTATES
A city of beautiful  homes and spacious estates. Such
is Menlo Park, sister city of Palo Alto. It is served by
fast transportation facilities to San Francisco and
other parts of the Peninsula by the Southern Pacific

Company and the Pacific Greyhound which is soon to
be widened. Allowance for highway widening has
been made in the new Maloney Building which has
been set back from the present roadway.

HOME SEEKERS WELCOMED TO 
MENLO PARK
Menlo Park as a community and through its Chamber
of Commerce takes this opportunity to extend a cor-
dial invitation and welcome to those desiring to live
in an ideal location where splendid climate, educa-
tional advantages and congenial neighbors make for
delightful days.
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(Continued on page 5)



AND TODAY…
The 2019 Median House

Price in Menlo Park:
$2,300,000. (Source: Proper-
tyShark, Nov. 19, 2019.) Home
prices have doubled in Menlo
Park since 2007, when it was
just over $1 million. Who are
today’s Home Seekers?

We still have our splendid
climate, educational advan-
tages and congenial neighbors
(yes, we do get along, even
with Stanford), but where to
put everybody who wants to
live here? Soon the open space
between El Camino and the
RR tracks will be chock-filled
with whatever profound
change is coming. History will
begin anew once the buildings
are finished and newcomers to
Menlo Park arrive.

The “Daisy Hill Puppy
Farm” days are gone. No one
really misses the El Camino
car dealerships, do they?
What about the Park Theater?
Never realized it was named
for Menlo “Park” until now…

The ground has deepened
next to El Camino and the sky
is open, but not for long.
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Fortunato Budelli came to
America at age 16 in 1909 from
northern Italy. He immigrated on
the advice of his future father-in-
law, who had spent time in San
Francisco at the turn of the cen-
tury before returning home. For-
tunato’s future wife, Maria
Scampini, immigrated in 1922.
They married that year in
Alameda and a year later, their
first son, Guido was born. 

The family moved to Red-
wood City in 1926 and then onto
Menlo Park a year later. As of
1930, the family, now listed as
Frank and Mary according to
that year’s census, were living
on the 800 block of University
Drive in a house built around
1924. Frank worked as a cement finisher for concrete
contractor, Joseph Ferioli, a few years older, who had
started out as a cement laborer himself and who lived
on the 900 block of University. Across the street and
couple of houses away from Frank was the home of
Martin Dioli, another cement finisher. All three men
were born in the 1890s and were now performing the
hard-physical work of setting concrete.

Guido went to St. Joseph’s grammar school and then
Sequoia High. Rather than start community college
after graduation in June 1942, he awaited a call to
WWII. When the draft notice came, he joined the
Navy. That began a tour of various trainings that took
him to Idaho, Chicago, New Orleans, Rhode Island and
New York, eventually to the Philippines and Okinawa.

His younger brother, Louie, was too young to serve
but his father at age 48 signed up for a draft card. By
then 1942, their father was working as a gardener.
Guido dutifully sent his money home so that his
mother wouldn’t have to take in laundry. Upon the
end of the war and his return to Menlo Park, he found
that she had saved it all for him. 

Meanwhile, Guido’s friends introduced him to Flo-
rence Camporelli, who had grown up in San Fran-

cisco. She was then working at the
grocery on Cambridge and El
Camino. The two were married in
1946 at St. Teresa Catholic Church
in the City. Guido went to work at a
mechanical engineer and Florence
with the Federal Reserve Bank Pay-
roll Division. In 1951, they moved
back to Menlo Park. He bought a lot
on Rose Avenue, close to his par-
ents, where he had one house built
to occupy as well as two other
houses for speculation. The family
soon had three children.

Guido joined Freeman Paving
Company as a machinist. He rose up
through the ranks to operating engi-
neer, superintendent and eventually
a vice-president. He worked in the
era of large infrastructure projects.

Freeman Paving had the largest materials plant west
of the Mississippi. Company picnics and barbeques
helped create loyalty to the huge outfit. The company
built I-280 in San Mateo County. As hard as the days
were, Guido drove in summer evenings after work to
as far as Sacramento and Fresno to play fast-pitch
softball. 

In 1974, Guido purchased a lot on Deanna Drive,
next to St. Denis, and built another house to be occu-
pied initially by his father-in-law.

He was approached to work for other companies,
including Utah International, but was devoted to his
family nestled into Menlo Park. Where else could be
better? When things changed at Freeman, as things
do, he worked for another construction company in
Oakland, enduring the cross-bay commute until he re-
tired.

Work hard, take care of your family, enjoy life—
that’s Guido Budelli. He and his boyhood pals used to
swim in San Francisquito Creek. Later, in charge of
construction crews, he would arrange to fill water
trucks by drawing from the same creek. Guido got it
done.
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Budelli
by Bo Crane

Guido Budelli



The Menlo Park Historical Association recently ac-
quired the Elmo Hayden photo collection that had
been part of his estate following his death in 1998. An
antique dealer living outside of Portland, Oregon, had
purchased the collection through an auction. Newly
elected MPHA Board member Tim Johnston made the
1300 mile round trip to pick up the dozen boxes con-
taining some 8,000 photos.

Though Mr. Hayden had been a long time fixture in
Menlo Park, owning Menlo Park Camera for some
fifty years, his roots were in Oregon. Elmo was born
March 31, 1918, in Friend, Oregon, now just a few
abandoned buildings east of Portland along with a
lonely cemetery, containing the tombstone of George
J. Friend, the town’s founder.

Elmo’s father was named Fremont Hayden. His
first name became Elmo’s middle name, ironic as Fre-
mont Park is just down the street from the former
camera shop, which was a converted house at 773
Santa Cruz Avenue, now a brick building with mas-
sive arches.  The first store, at 654 Santa Cruz, had
burned down.

Fremont and his older brother, William, had mar-

ried two sisters born to Danish immigrants. The
brothers and their families lived next door to each
other  south of Portland. Elmo joined the Army after
high school, hoping to travel but was assigned to bar-
racks near Portland. He was able to pay his way out
of the Army and enrolled in what was then Oregon
State College. 

When the war came Elmo joined the Army Air
Corps. In the spring of 1943, he married a Corvallis
woman in Phoenix, Arizona, where he was stationed,
in a ceremony witnessed by three of his fellow lieu-
tenants. After a distinguished and decorated service
during the war, he and his wife moved to Menlo Park
in 1947, where they raised three daughters. He retired
as a full colonel and is interred in the mausoleum of
Lincoln Memorial Park in Portland. 

Elmo Fremont Hayden came from Friend, near
Portland, Oregon, to Menlo Park, and was returned to
Portland. Now his photos have come home. 

(MPHA is reviewing the photos, many of which are
already in our collection as seen below. Many others
of unidentified groups and individuals will be made
available to the community at some point.)
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Elmo Fremont Hayden
by Bo Crane



800 Alma Street, Lower Level
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3445
(650) 330-2522
E-mail: mphistorical@yahoo.com
Website: http://sites.google.com/site/mphistorical
www.facebook.com/menloparkhistorical
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing
Shypulski & Associates

Sinnott & Co. Architecture & Construction
Stanford Park Nannies
Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

Keith Willig Landscape Architecture, Inc.
for your contributions and

dedication to our local history.
A donation in the memory of Barbara Douglass

(1926-2019) was received
~ Thank you! ~

Thank You to
Our New Members

Margaret Carney, Hollis Lenderkin, 
Kelly Muenzen and Kathryn Stivers

Menlo Park
Historical Association

Annual
dinner
Sign up now!

Sunday, February 9, 2020
5:00 pm


