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Two M-A graduates, Stevie Nicks,
1966, and Lindsey Buckingham, 1967,
are members of the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame as part of Fleetwood Mac. The
group was originally formed 1967 in Lon-
don. Nicks and Buckingham joined in
1974 and their next album went to #1.
Their 2nd album, Rumors, won the
Grammy for Album of the Year. The two
newest members were within 10 years of

graduating M-A. Stevie is ranked as one
of the top 100 greatest songwriters and
singers and was inducted into the Rock &
Roll Hall of Fame in 2019. Lindsey is one
of the top 100 guitarists of all time. On
another scale, reportedly, Stevie’s net-
worth as of February 2020 is $75 million
and Lindsey’s is over $100 million.

More of their story can be found on
page 7 within this edition.

FLEETWOOD M-A C

Stevie Nicks, Class of 1966 Lindsey Buckingham, Class of 1967
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“Association” comes from the Latin associare,
meaning to join for a common purpose. People often
refer to us as Menlo Park’s historical “society,”
which is understood because the root word socius
means “friend.” Yes, friendships are formed within
MPHA but our friendships are for a purpose, namely
to collect, preserve and disseminate local history. On
February 9—the night the Oscars were handed
out—we gathered at the British Bankers Club for
our annual dinner. By “we,” I mean MPHA mem-
bers, associates and guests. It was a wonderful
evening, an association of historical-minded friends. 

President’s 
Message
Jim Lewis



How many of our members remember or even
know that at one time Menlo Park was the home for
an experimental program for neglected and troubled
boys?  The pilot program began in a single cottage in
a residential area of Menlo Park on a Middle Avenue
corner.  

In 1944, Fr. William O'Connor, assistant pastor at
St. Rose Church in Santa Rosa, read the results of a
Bay Area Survey about juvenile delinquency.  Along
with Right Rev. William Flanagan (no relation to Fr.
Flanagan of Boys Town), they met with Archbishop
John J. Mitty of San Francisco.  That meeting led to
developing an experimental program for underprivi-
leged boys.  In 1945 a large house was rented in
Menlo Park where 25 students were enrolled.  The
original students were referred by courts, social agen-
cies and parish priests.   The aim was to stem the tide
of juvenile delinquency by the attempt to give the
boys attention and guidance.  Along with their studies
in local schools, the boys were taught wood-working,
animal care, cooking and other skills.   

The name given to this "school" was Hanna Boys
Center, named after Edward J. Hanna, the third Arch-

bishop of San Francisco, who was devoted to helping
homeless and neglected youth in the area. As the cen-
ter was slowly growing, Frs. O'Connor and Flanagan
realized that bigger quarters had to be found.  The two
went on a speaking tour telling the story of the "for-
gotten boy," raising over $1 million to buy land for a
new school.  Near Sonoma 170 acres of land was pur-
chased, and in 1948 the "Menlo" boys were moved to
their new home. 

What was once an experiment in Menlo Park re-
mains a boys school/center today, educating at risk
teens from the 8th through 12th grades.  

(Ed. note: The former Hanna site in Menlo Park
became housing in 1950. Members of MPHA at our
Annual Dinner were asked to recall where the former
site was located. Youths at the time, members recol-
lected that the former center was opposite the inter-
section with Fremont Street at what was numbered
1071 Middle Ave. Hanna, the center’s namesake, died
at age 84 while visiting Italy in July 1944. American
forces had occupied Rome the previous month.)
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Hanna Boys Center
By Lydia Dioli Cooper



Martha Lancastremere, Menlo Park Historical As-
sociation Board Member, recently traveled to Las
Cruces, New Mexico, where she visited the New
Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum. On display
were quilts dating from as far back as the 1830s when
the land was part of Mexico. Martha recalled that
MPHA has retained in one of its closets the Menlo
Quilt, created in 1894, and described in a story by
Dick Barbour wrote when he served as MPHA presi-
dent (1980-82) shortly before his passing in 1984. 

The quilt is presently displayed at the Menlo Park
Main Library, 800 Alma Street, in the downstairs dis-
play cabinet near the entrance to the MPHA office,
along with a list of the names adorning it.

Dick wrote an entertaining column in the Menlo
Atherton Recorder about the history of Menlo Park
seen through his eyes. He had ready access to research-
ing Menlo’s past through the Association’s collection
of local history.  His columns were filled with delight-
ful stories told with great wit and enthusiasm of the re-
mote sagas hiding within the community.  He authored
The Menlo Quilt, published on February 3, 1981:

This is the season when chilly nights, and white
sales turn our attention to comfortable bedding.
What better time, then, to mention one of the more
unique items in the archives of the Menlo Park His-
torical Association – the Menlo Quilt.

A sure-fire way to raise funds for a charitable
cause or church project during our town’s youthful
years was the making of what might be described as a
co-op quilt.  This was somewhat before fashion teas
and Tally-Hos, but was, nonetheless, so popular that
many would-be donors could not be included.

The Menlo Quilt is a priceless example, and, so
far as is know, the only survivor of this remarkable
community craft.  It was produced by the dedicated
ladies of the Church of the Nativity in 1894 and had a
double-barreled technique for fund raising.

First, the ladies purchased small triangular pieces
of material for the privilege of having their names in-
cluded in the finished product.  Some purchased addi-
tional spaces for husbands and others in the
immediate family.  Names were then stitched in sturdy

red thread along the lines of penciled signatures to
form embroidered autographs.  The next step was to
sew four of the individual angular pieces together to
form a square.  Finally, 63 squares were assembled
into the finished quilt measuring 5 feet 4 inches by 7
feet in length.  The border and trimming is also stitch-
ing on white.

Thus, 252 individual name spaces were sold and
sewn on a first-come, first-served basis, and it is said
that at the opening of the sale there was a stampede
of buyers.  Many of the more prominent families of the
1890s are represented and 24 of them occupy all four
corners of a given square.

Leading the list of names is Doyle which probably
includes the families of both the Southern Pacific at-
torney and relatives of the co-owner of the town’s
leading mercantile establishment.  The latter’s part-
ner, Duff, is one of the next largest family representa-
tions.  Other well-remembered family names include
the Cooleys, the O’Keefes, the Taylors, and the hotel-
owning Kucks as well as several dozen more. 

The other fund-raising aspect of the quilt under-
taking was the raffle to determine final owner, and it
can be imagined that husbands of the good ladies who
had purchased name spaces were loaded with raffle
tickets, thereby assuring a tidy income for a Church
of the Nativity project.

The lucky winner, announced at a church bazaar,
was Mollie Doyle who cherished it during her life-
time.  In 1974 during our Centennial observance her
children presented the quilt to the Historical Associa-
tion “in memory of one of Menlo Park’s most lovable
ladies – Mollie Doyle Flinn.”
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The Menlo Quilt
by Lydia Dioli Cooper and Bo Crane

Bo Crane and Martha Lancastremere



MPHA note: Quilting in California began with
Sarah Wallis, then Sarah Montgomery. Sarah crossed
the Sierra from Missouri in 1844 with her newly-wed
husband in the same wagon-train party as young Den-
nis Martin, an early settler near Woodside. She and
her husband built a one-room cabin in the American
River foothills. Feeling isolated in what was then
Mexico, Sarah organized California’s first quilting
bee in January 1846, incorporating 20 nearby women.
Her husband deserted her after gold was discovered
two years later and her life was one of twists and
turns as California became a U.S. state. She eventu-
ally married a young attorney, became wealthy, and
acquired the Mayfield Farm that later became Barron
Park. later part of Palo Alto. From being illiterate
when she entered Mexico by wagon, Sarah became
the President of the California State Woman Suffrage
Educational Association and lobbied successfully for
the passage of a bill allowing women to practice law
in California. At her home in Mayfield, she received
Susan B. Anthony and former president U.S. Grant
amongst others. 

The knitting of the Menlo Quilt continued a tradi-
tion that was within 50 years of Sarah’s initial bee,
well over a century ago, prior to email and texting
when connections were done in person.

One of the squares has the names of four well-
known local estate and mansion owners: James L.

Flood, who inherited Linden Towers from his Silver
Baron father; Timothy Hopkins, owner of the Sher-
wood Hall on land where the Civic Center is located;
John T. Doyle, owner of Ringwood on Middlefield
Road; and C. N. Felton, the U.S. Senator who owned
Felton Gables. As it’s unlikely, any of these four gen-
tlemen did their own sewing, their names were in-
cluded within the quilt perhaps in honor of their
standing in the community. In the 50 years since
Sarah Wallis came to Alta California, amazing wealth
had been created within the State by 1894 and built
into estates surrounding the town of Menlo Park. The
names of these four and 248 others are embroidered
into our history.
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Folded Quilt on display, MPHA office hall

Above photo MPHA. All other quilt photos courtesy 
of Robb Most, InMenlo.



As was reported in the last issue of the Gate Post.
MPHA acquired a large collection of photos taken by
Elmo Hayden.  Volunteers are carefully going through
the photos. Since the photos are not labeled, we are
guessing as to what they represent or in identifying
the people.  To say the least, this has been a challenge.
Many of the photos date back to the 1950s and 1960s,
and as nice as they are, we are at a loss as to what we
should do with them.  If any of you would like to stop
by and look through the collection, please let us
know. Remember we are open on Tuesday, 12:00 –
2:00 and on Wednesday 10:00 to 12:00.  Who knows,
you might find a family member, a picture of you, an
event, or maybe even a treasure? The office number
is:  (650) 330-2522.  

Michael Brassea and Sandy Walker (back)
Marlene Arnold and John Arnold (front)

Most of our members are probably unaware of the
other treasures to be found in the basement of the
Menlo Park Library. Although the Menlo Park Histor-
ical Association office there is quite small,  it is effi-
cient due to the work of the volunteers that diligently
maintain our collections, answering questions, help-
ing with research and so much more.  To our volun-
teers, a big Thank You for all you do!  

One of these treasures is Kathy Restaino.  Kathy
has been with the Association for over 15 years, and if
it were not for her, the newbies would be lost.  She
spent time and thought in organizing and filing the
Elmo Hayden photographs, in maintaining our collec-

tion of history books, help in setting up the clipping
files, maintaining the map case, and so much more.
She shared her talents with Martha Lancestremere
who has become quite knowledgeable of the ins and
outs of the office.  Kathy is out on medical leave but
trained Martha well.  

John Arnold, a new volunteer (in this page’s photo),
painstakingly scanned mountains of photos to the
computer and now those photos are on our website.  

Since our dear Frank Helfrich is no longer able to
come in when the office is open, the Board volunteers
“hold the fort” so that the office stays open.  We miss
Frank’s office presence since his knowledge of Menlo
Park is invaluable.  I know that when I am in the of-
fice trying to answer a question from a visitor, I say to
myself, “Frank where are you when I need you?”

–––––––––––––––
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Hayden Photos and Office Treasures
By Lydia Dioli Cooper

Menlo Park Plaque 35a 
by Jym Clendenin

Ted Sorensen (1929-2006) served on the Menlo
Park City Council from 1984 to 1992, including two
years as mayor (1988 and 1992). He and his wife
Ester Bugna lived in the Willows neighborhood. Ester
Bugna (1934-2019), a lifelong resident of Menlo
Park, served on the Board of MPHA 2007-2017 and
was vice-chair of the Library Commission when she
died. To honor the contributions of this Menlo Park
couple, Ted’s Plaque, 35a at Willows Oaks Park, was
recently upgraded by the city to include Ester



Stephanie Nicks, also known as Stevie, was born in
Phoenix, Arizona, in 1948. Her family moved to Ar-
cadia, east of Pasadena, where she began high school
and transferred to M-A for her senior year. At the Sen-
ior Ball in 1966, she was an attendant escorted by
Dave Young, the Bears quarterback. Lindsey, a junior
that year, was outside her social circle but did get her
notice while playing at a Young Life meeting where
she joined him briefly singing harmony.

Lindsey was born in 1949, the youngest of three
brothers. His family then  lived in Palo Alto and soon
moved to Flood Circle, Atherton. All three boys at-
tended M-A and swam on the school team. Musically
inclined and interested, Lindsey formed a band called
Fritz. While he attended San Jose State, the band lost
its lead singer and he asked Stevie, also at SJS, to
join. 

Fritz played the local music auditoriums in San
Francisco, opening for well-known bands including
those of Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin. When Fritz
disbanded in 1972, Nicks and Buckingham continued

as a duo, releasing their own album in 1973. On New
Year’s Eve 1974, Buckingham was asked to join
Fleetwood Mac. He insisted that Nicks be part of the
deal. The rest is Rock history with the revolving ro-
mantic dynamics of the band. Never wed to each
other, Nicks and Buckingham’s relationship was
played out in the lyrics they wrote, including, “You
can go your own way.” And, oh yes, Buckingham
wrote the bouncy song “Holiday Road” for the 1983
National Lampoon’s Vacation movie.

Stevie turns 72  this May and Lindsey turned 70
last October. The glory days of Fleetwood Mac were
over 40 years ago. Back in the sunny days at M-A in
the fall of 1965, Stevie was the new girl from South-
ern California and caught the eye of the star quarter-
back. Lindsey was the younger brother of two M-A
grads, played his guitar, starred on the swim team,
and was a royal court escort at the 1967 Senior Ball.
Many who remain in Menlo Park are M-A contempo-
raries of Nicks and Buckingham, whose legacies are
settling into the fabric of our town’s history.  
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“Go Your Own Way”
by Bo Crane

Lindsey, performing a
guitar solo (above) and
all decked out for the
prom (right).

Stevie and her escort,
Dave Young, at the Senior
Ball (left).  Stevie playing
her guitar (above).

Menlo-Atherton Yearbook Photos 1966 (left) and 1967 (right)



800 Alma Street, Lower Level
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3445
(650) 330-2522
E-mail: mphistorical@yahoo.com
Website: http://sites.google.com/site/mphistorical
www.facebook.com/menloparkhistorical
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing
Shypulski & Associates

Sinnott & Co. Architecture & Construction
Stanford Park Nannies

for your contributions and
dedication to our local history.

~ Thank you! ~

Quilt square by Mrs. M. (Eliza) Kuck with 
daughters Martha, Mathilda and Bertha, family 
of Martin Kuck, proprietor of Menlo Park Hotel

(see pages 4-5)

1970s Duo from 1960s M-A (see page 7) 


