
October-December 2019

VOL. XLV NO. 4 •   800 ALMA STREET, MENLO PARK, CALIFORNIA 94025-3445 •   650 /330-2522

MERRILL HISTORY ROOM (at Library) Office Hours: Tuesday 12 Noon to 2 pm • Wednesday 10 am to 12 Noon

Board
Members

President
Jim Lewis

Vice President
Michael Demeter

Secretary
Bo Crane

Treasurer
Lydia Cooper

At Large
Bobbie Carcione
Jym Clendenin

Pam Jones
Martha Lancestremere

Greg Mellberg
Frank Helfrich, Emeritus

Committees

Gate Post
Bo Crane

bcrane65@comcast.net
Pam Jones

Lydia Cooper

Web Master
Jym Clendenin

On November 6, 1769, 250 years ago,
Spanish officer and Alta California Gov-
ernor, Gaspar de Portolá with an ex-
ploratory combined force totaling 70
men, camped on the bank of San Fran-
cisquito Creek. Two days earlier from
atop the ridge between Pacifica and San
Bruno, the band had spotted what is now
San Francisco Bay. 

Three members of the band were
keeping diaries: Portolá himself, cartog-
rapher Miquel Costansó and Father Juan
Crespí. Thanks to their diaries, a record
has been kept of their encounter with the
inhabitants of what is now Menlo Park.

November 6, 1769, has the first written
account of the native people, generally
termed the Ohlone. These inhabitants
hunted, foraged, cooked, had children
and lived where Menlo Park residents
now do the same. 

On November 9, at 11:00 a.m. until
noon, the Menlo Park Historical Asso-
ciation will be acknowledging the
250th anniversary of Portolá’s creek-
side camp, gathering at the south end
of Alma Street at the State Historical
monument.

(See more of this story on pages 4-5.)

THE PEOPLE BEFORE MENLO

NOVEMBER 9, 11:00 A.M. ALMA STREET AND EAST CREEK DRIVE
MPHA HOSTING 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF PORTOLÁ’S EXPEDITION

Jym




Your 2019 MPHA
Board (less two
members unable to
attend plus Kathy,
a volunteer office
assistant).
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President’s 
Message
Jim Lewis

Mary Kavanaugh Smith and family provided
and served the ice cream.

A social Sunday in the shade on a sunny day.

Lydia Dioli Cooper, Frank Helfrich, and 
Martha Lancastremere.

We held our traditional Ice Cream Social courtesy 
of the Kavanaugh-Smith family on June 23. 
(Photo provided by Bernadette Callahan.) 

Our usual Block Party space was occupied on 
June 12. My wife, Karen, assisted with the set-up 

and we distributed many copies of our July 
Gate Post featuring “Jerry Garcia and Menlo Park.”



Here’s one
man’s story
about how he
wound up in
Menlo Park:
Red’s father,
Martin Alfred
Johnson, a
Swedish immi-
grant born in
Malmo, re-
turned to his
home in Palo
Alto County,
Iowa, following
duty as a soldier
in WWI.  

He married 19-year-old Hannah Olson on
9/11/1918 and was naturalized a year later.  Hannah
had been born in Iowa to Swedish parents. With two
sons born in Iowa, the couple moved to North Dakota
where a third son was born in 1927. Life was tough as
Martin came down with epilepsy and the oldest boy
got polio, requiring a metal foot brace that caused him
to limp the rest of his life.

The dust storm of the 1930s destroyed their farm.
Martin put his house up for sale and drove with his
family and belongings to California in 1937.  On their
way to Long Beach, he stopped in Menlo Park, where
the family was offered a small cottage to rent in a
town then of 3,000 residents. With the sale of his No.
Dakota house and some bonus Army money from
WWI, Martin bought a duplex on Chestnut Lane.
Wilton Harold enrolled at Central School as did his
younger brother Wendell James. The oldest brother,
Nels Walfred was at Sequoia High School. Hannah
worked several jobs to support the family as Martin
was too incapacitated to work. The boys helped out.

In 1941, the family bought a new house at 440 Uni-
versity Drive (house is still there). Wilton, known as
Red, was now a senior at Sequoia High School. With
the breakout of war with Japan, he enlisted in the
Army. 

Red was with the 82nd Airborne on D-Day, para-
chuting into Normandy. Wounded, he was shipped
back by landing craft to England where he recuper-
ated. After a couple months, he was back on the conti-
nent to be wounded again by shrapnel. With the war
winding down, he returned to America, where he got
his GED high school equivalent.

Red went to work for the Menlo Park Fire District.
Maybe it was his Viking blood that made him desire
to travel the
seven seas and he
left to join the
Merchant Ma-
rine. Later return-
ing to Menlo
Park, he was at
Marquard’s
Drive-In when he
met Clara, who was working there. Marquard’s was
located at 195 El Camino Real, the corner of Cam-
bridge. He proposed and they married and had three
daughters.

Wanting a real trade, Red enrolled in embalming
school in Los Gatos. For awhile, he and Clara lived in
San Jose where he worked as a mortician. But he soon
traded that for a job with the Post Office in Palo Alto,
where the couple moved. One of their houses was a
duplex on Colorado Avenue built in 1915. As of 1966,
Red and family were on Wilkie Way, where he and
Clara have remained since. 

Red Johnson at 96 this September is as sharp as
ever, maybe not quite as spry but he does gather the
morning Daily Post for several neighbors. Once there
were 16 million WWII veterans, now a half-million
survive. Though his early years were in North Dakota
and the last fifty in Palo Alto, his teenage and young
adult years were in Menlo Park, both pre-war and
post-war. Few now living have a memory of when
Menlo was a country town on the highway that was
El Camino Real. Red does.
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Red
By Wilton “Red” Johnson with Bo Crane



State Historical Landmark No. 2 at the south end of
Alma Street in Menlo Park states that an expedi-
tionary force of 63 men and 200 horses and mules
camped near the spot in 1769. Gaspar de Portolá, an
officer in the King of Spain’s army (see inset), re-
cently appointed Governor of Alta California, had
been sent to locate a huge bay that had been described
in 1602. The bay had been named the Port of Mon-
terey, in honor of New Spain’s viceroy, or king’s rep-
resentative, who was from Monterrei, Spain. 

Traveling along the California coast, Portolá and his
band passed by Monterey Bay but didn’t recognize it

from the overblown description. They continued until
reaching the steep hills around Pacifica. At that point,
the group ascended what is now Sweeney Ridge and
on November 4 spotted the large bay below. 

The population of local peoples is estimated at
about 1,400 in population on both the ocean and bay
sides of the Peninsula. For them, these intruders were
foreign in their skin color, language, dress, and de-
meanor. Why were they here?

From the Pacifica ridge, The Portolá band traveled
south along the edge of the Crystal Springs Valley be-
fore following San Francisquito Creek eastward. On
the morning of November 6, the band was met by
about forty native men with bows and arrows filing
out of the hills. The natives presented two large bas-
kets of gruel. The Spaniards ate but resisted the na-
tives’ insistence to visit their villages.

The Portolá group continued eastward over the low
lying hills to a large plain containing white-oaks and
live-oaks, observing smoke emanating for several vil-
lages in different directions. Here they made camp by
the creek at the site of State Historical Monument #2,
located at the south end of Alma Street in Menlo Park.
It was really the “Journey’s End,” as Landmark No. 2
indicates but rather the turn-around spot as the expe-

dition soon retraced its route to Paci-
fica and then south to San Diego.

Over the next few days at the
creek, Father Juan Crespí, one of
two priests within the party, noted in
his diary, that they were visited by
(translated): “great numbers of hea-
thens, the finest and best-mannered
that have been met in the whole
journey.” Most of the men were
“well-bearded.” The Portolá group
avoided the local villages and so
gave no mention of native women
and families in the area. So, we have
just the briefest descriptions of the
native men who lived in the environs
of what is now Menlo Park.  
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THE OHLONE
By Bo Crane

Ohlone hunters by Louis Choris.

(Continued on page 5)Oak grove on creek bank opposite Menlo Park.



The Spanish word translated as “heathens” is “gen-
tiles,” meaning non-Christian, which of course the na-
tives weren’t. They were vulnerable to the zeal of the
Franciscan missionaries reinforced by the Presidio
soldiers. When Mexico took over from Spain in the
1820s, the national government ended the mission
system but it was too late for the native peoples, al-
most completely wiped out by disease and the estab-
lishment of ranchos occupying their former habitat.

No tribal names are listed by the diarists. Records
taken at Mission Dolores and Mission Santa Clara
later note the many area tribes. The natives were col-
lectively called “Costeños, ” meaning people of the
coast, including the peninsula. The name has since
been Anglicized from Spanish to “Costanoans,” a for-
eign name for the local peoples.

A tribe in the San Gregorio coastal area was the
Oljone or Olchone. An 1871 book applied the name
“Ohlone” to all natives in the region. The misapplied
name has now been modified to the Raymatush,
whose descendants are still present in the area. Be-
cause the name “Ohlone” has become so widely used,
the native people are known as the Raymatush

Ohlone, covering all Peninsula tribes.
Portolá himself was a career military soldier, born

to nobility in Catalonia, Spain. Having twice missed
indentifying Monterey Bay in 1769, the following
April he once again set off north along the coast with
a smaller expedition and successfully identified Mon-
terey Bay. He put his captain in charge and embarked
by ship, never to return to California. Instead, Portolá
eventually went back to Spain where he was ap-
pointed King’s Lieutenant and died at age 63. 

He was only in California for a year and a half. Yet
his name remains used for California towns, including
nearby Portola Valley, two high schools plus several
other schools and a State Park. His expedition of the
Bay Area set in motion over 250 years a procession of
events leading to what we know as today’s Menlo
Park.

While camped by San Francisquito Creek, the
priest Crespí noted that “very large bears have been
seen.” These were of course grizzlies, now extinct in
California. He also noted the early November weather
“to be always very clear, with none of the fogs we had
had most days on the coast. Here we had sunshine so
hot it could not be borne; yet as soon as the sun went
down, one commence to shiver with the cold.” The
climate, at least up to now, has remained somewhat
seasonally consistent but the grizzly bears are long
gone and the indigenous peoples were likewise forced
out. Portolá’s November 1769 creekside camp in what
is now Menlo Park was where and when the replace-
ment of one culture by another began. 
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Ohlone 
(Continued from page 4)

Grinding holes on upper San Francisquito Creek.



The Grateful Dead was elected into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 1994. Garcia died of a heart at-
tack on August 9, 1995, a week after turning 53. His
musical journey that had begun in Menlo Park in the
1950s so ended with Jerry Garcia being the most
recorded guitarist of all time.

He and his band, newly named the Grateful Dead,
were recruited by former west Menlo neighbor, Ken
Kesey, to play on successive Saturdays in December
1965. This was for events termed acid tests, which
brought about the psychedelic age in music and drugs
(as chronicled in Tom Wolfe’s The Electric Kool-Aid
Acid Test, published 1968). 

The next couple years would see many acid rock
bands swell out of San Francisco into the 1967 Sum-
mer of Love and migration into the Haight-Ashbury
area. Less known at the time was the continued devel-
opment of the computer. Since the early ‘60s, drugs

had also infiltrated the Stanford Research Institute,
where on December 9, 1968, Doug Engelbart first
demonstrated what evolved into the computer mouse.
A few weeks later on December 21, the Apollo astro-
nauts very publicly orbited the moon. Which event
has had the most significant implications? 

SRI was a 10 minute walk from Kepler’s, then the
El Camino bookstore where the offbeat gathered and
kids were warned to stay away from. The other great
connection of course is just across the creek at Stan-
ford University, which brought together the founders
of Hewlett Packard, where Steve Wozniak later
worked. Stanford was also the developer of the Stan-
ford Research Park, where Xerox PARC located. The
dots that began in Menlo Park and lead to the creation
of the Silicon Valley are the subject of many books,
including What the Dormouse Said by John Markoff,
published 2005. The subtitle is “How the Sixties
Counter-Culture Shaped the Personal Computer In-
dustry.” The ‘60s were kicked off by that little neigh-
borhood in west Menlo, where Perry Lane and the
Chateau were located (see July’s Gate Post issue with
key sources including InMenlo articles by Corry
Arnold and by Linda Hubbard Gulker). 

Ken Kesey returned to Oregon in 1966 but the
Grateful Dead continued on, outlasting the Beatles,
who broke up in 1969, and without the long-time
commercial success of the Rolling Stones, which is
something their loyal following perhaps cherishes.
Many might consider the Grateful Dead to have been
a hyped-up San Francisco or laid-back Marin County
group, but the origins began with Jerry Garcia and the
Chateau off Alameda de las Pulgas.

Steve Jobs took LSD a dozen times in the early
‘70s, stating the doing so was one of “the most impor-
tant things in his life.” Ultimately, psychedelics
turned out not to be along term answer but led to cre-
ativity awareness that inspired computer develop-
ment. The acid rock hippie free love era passed,
replaced by PCs and cellphones. But where once
Santa Cruz Avenue had stark storefronts flanking an
unbroken expanse of pavement, now there are street
trees, medians and casual outdoor restaurant areas.
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JERRY GARCIA AND MENLO PARK
(Continued from July-Sept edition)



HOLY CROSS TOUR
MPHA will be

holding it’s annual
Holy Cross Tour on
Saturday, October
12, at 11:00 a.m.
The tour is a walking
tour of the cemetery
and includes the
backgrounds of no-
table and less notable
persons plus a dis-
cussion of various
gravestone configu-
rations.

This year the tour is limited to 15 persons.  You
may reserve one or two places by emailing
bcrane65@comcast.net. The public is welcome and
attendance is free but limited. Park at Holy Cross
Cemetery, 1100 Santa Cruz Ave, Menlo Park.

TOUR GUIDES 
REQUESTED

MPHA is looking to its membership for volunteers
to assist with large tour groups, even assist in guiding.
For some this may sound daunting, but for others, ex-
citing with very little commitment. If interested,
please email: bcrane65@comcast.net.
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CAKE CUTTER REDUX

33 years after
their wedding
and borrowing 
the sword for
their daughter’s
wedding (left), 
Steve and
Diane Walter
once again do-
nated 
the sword to
MPHA (below
left). 

(See the July-
Sept. issue)

In Memoriam
Barbara Douglass - 1926-2019

Our condolences to Earl Douglass, a Life
member of MPHA, who reported that his wife,
Barbara, passed in August. The couple often at-
tended MPHA functions and celebrated their
70th Anniversary at Trellis in 2017.

Lou Matas ~ 1914-2019
We also saddened at the loss of Lou Matas, a

MPHA member and a widower since 1984. Lou
was known as “the Mayor of Maple Avenue,”
Atherton, and was featured in the Gate Post,
July-Sept. 2016 edition, interviewed when he
was “only” 102.
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing
Shypulski & Associates

Sinnott & Co. Architecture & Construction
Stanford Park Nannies
Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

Keith Willig Landscape Architecture, Inc.
for your contributions and

dedication to our local history.
Donations in the memory of Ester Bugna 

were received by MPHA from the Silicon Valley
Community Foundation plus from three private

individuals—thank you!
Private donation honoring Lydia Dioli Cooper’s 

involvement with MPHA also received—thank you
as well!

Menlo Park
Historical Association

All Events Listed are Free and 
Open to the Public:

Holy Cross Cemetery Tour
October 12, 11:00 a.m.
1100 Santa Cruz Avenue

Limited to 15, reservations required
(Donations are appreciated)

Email bcrane65@comcast.net to RSVP

Ohlone-Portolá 
250th Anniversary Celebration

November 9, 11:00 a.m.
South End of Alma Street

At State Historical Monument #2 
(Large stone structure next to RR wire fence)

Annual MPHA Members Meeting
Sunday, November 17, 2:00 p.m.

Main Library Basement Assembly Room
Guest speaker: Harold Schapelhouman, MPFD

Thank You to
Our New Members

Anne Delaney, Kathryn Blaik, Maura Morey,
Angela Robbiano, Amy Baggott, Max Cuellar,

Heather Hopkins, Celeste Baranski, Paul Hammel


