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A curious passerby

MENLO GATES ARRIVE!

Current Gates at Main Library, corner of
Ravenswood Avenue, facing Depot

Original Gates last seen on El Camino Real 1922



This is a photo taken by myself on Sunday,
March 3, of the Menlo Gates project as vis-
ited, left to right, by Peter Ohtaki, Jeffrey

Pollock (both facing the sign), Catherine Carlton, and
Gerry Hanley. Former mayor Ohtaki and current
councilmember Carlton formed the subcommittee that
zeroed in on final Gates location. Jeff is co-owner
with his father, James Pollock, of the new Park James
Hotel that includes the Oak + Violet restaurant. Gerry
is from Galway, Ireland, Menlo Park’s Sister City, and
often visits our city plus accommodates his Menlo
Park friends who travel to Galway in return. Jeff
hosted a luncheon for the group as well. Both Jeff and
Jim own Pollock Financial Group, one of several
companies that contributed toward the construction
cost of the Gates.
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President’s 
Message
Jim Lewis

Now MPHA can
have it’s Gate
and eat it too!

Jim Lewis and Sam Sinnott groundbreaking

Jym Clendenin



Menlo Park’s 
Week-Long Governor

Menlo Park has three properties on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, the old-
est of which is the Gatehouse at 555

Ravenswood Avenue, listed on the Register as of
1986. The Menlo Park Depot, 1867, and the Church of
the Nativity, 1872, are Menlo Park’s other two listings.
Constructed in 1864, the Gatehouse (aka the Gate
Lodge) is Menlo Park’s oldest existing building. The
building served a 40-room mansion built by William
Baron on his 280-acre estate. Barron died at age 49 in
1871.  Former California Governor Milton Latham
purchased the estate for $75,000. Later, Timothy Hop-
kins was the estate’s owner.

Milton Slocum
Latham was born in
1827 in Columbus, Ohio.
After graduating from
college, he moved to Al-
abama, where he passed
the State Bar in 1848, the
year gold was discovered
in California. At 23, he
arrived in San Francisco
and continued in law
until elected to Congress.
Six months after taking 
office in the House, he
married 18-year-old So-
phie Birdsall of NY.

With his stint in Congress completed, he returned to
S.F.

In 1859, Latham was nominated by Southern De-
mocrats for the governorship. In the middle of cam-
paign, a politically-fueled duel over slavery was fought
just outside the City. A Calif. Supreme Court justice
killed on the state’s two U.S. senators. Elected as gov-
ernor,  Latham resigned five days after taking office to
seek the vacant senate term. Chosen, he went to Wash-
ington D.C. once more. Then the youngest senator
ever, Latham ran for re-election but lost to a Republi-
can. His wife died in 1867.  After three years as a wid-
ower, at age 43 and now a banker in S.F. with a lavish
estate on Rincon Hill, he married 24-year-old Mary
McMullen. Their only child, Milton Jr., was soon born.

Milton bought the former Barron estate as a gift to
his new wife and immediately began renovating it.
Eager to move in, he had the house filled with oil
stoves and coals set on hearths to quicken the paint
drying. The house caught fire and burned to the
ground. He then set about rebuilding, naming his
mansion Thurlow Lodge. Latham lost his wealth dur-
ing the Depression of 1875, eventually resigning from
the bank and moved with his wife to New York City.
Latham died in 1882 at age 54, causing the sale of his
Menlo Park property. 

Thurlow Lodge was purchased in 1883 by Mary
Sherwood Hopkins, the widow of Mark Hopkins. She
renamed the estate Sherwood Hall and, a few years
later, gave it to her adopted son, Timothy Hopkins
following his marriage to her niece. Ruptured gas
lines following the 1906 earthquake rendered the
main house unsafe, years later demolished.  Timothy
and his wife, May, moved permanently into the Gate-
house and lived there the rest of their lives. After
May’s death in 1941, the property has been used for
Dibble Hospital, Menlo Park’s Civic Center and resi-
dential subdivisions. The Gatehouse has been reno-
vated. Because Leland Stanford’s farm was across the
creek, Latham remains the only former California
Governor to have resided in Menlo Park proper, albeit
in office for only a week in January 1860.
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The Gatehouse (aka the Gate Lodge) is Menlo Park’s
oldest existing building.

Milton Slocum Latham



From 1855 to 1922, a wooden archway with
three attached gateways was the entrance to a
ranch located just off County Road, today’s

El Camino Real. Before this year, the  structure ex-
isted only in photos and on some hand-drawn maps.
MENLO PARK, once painted on the archway, is
faded out in the old photos. The gateway was just east
of today’s Menlo Avenue, about
where Menlo Clock Works is cur-
rently located (961 El Camino
Real). The gateway is now termed
“Gates” because the tall, wagon-
wide gate is flanked by two pedes-
trian gates, one for each Irish
partner of the original ranch. 

A project to replicate the mid-
19th century Gates was begun by
Ernst Meissner, an architect, com-
munity volunteer, horseman, former
president of the Chamber of Com-
merce, and long time member of
MPHA. He was assisted by Bill
Weseloh, a realtor, also a Chamber
of Commerce and MPHA member.
Both Bill and Ernst passed away in
2017. The Gates project was carried
forward by Gates Committee Chair
Jym Clendenin, a retired SLAC em-
ployee who served as the MPHA President 2015-
2016. Jym was assisted in fund raising by Michael

Demeter, a Menlo Park native
and the current MPHA vice-
president. Betty,  Ernest’s
widow, remained on the Gates
Committee. 

The Committee decided to
build the Gates with redwood,
as had been originally done.
The  wood surface was given
an aged look in order to repli-
cate how a gate appeared in
the old photos. Deciding on a
final location for the replica
Gates took time. Finally, the

City chose a space on its property at the Main Library
corner of Ravenswood Avenue and Alma Street, fac-
ing toward the historic Depot. The City also acceler-
ated the funding process by agreeing to contribute a
fixed amount equal to half the construction cost.

Much of the project, including the design concept
with Ernst, the working drawings and construction

contracting of the Gates was done by Sam Sinnott, an
architect and contractor and the president of Sinnott
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Story of the Menlo Gates
By Bo Crane

Gates facing Menlo Park Depot

Work in Progress



& Company, a MPHA business member located in
Menlo Park. Sam has lived in Menlo Park since 1962.
From Oak Knoll Elementary School, he graduated in
1972 from M-A, where he dated a classmate, Lorie,
the daughter of former City Attorney, Jack Jorgenson.
After majoring in Architecture at Cal Berkeley, Sam
married Lorie and they have three daughters, Oak
Knoll and M-A graduates as well. Licensed as a Gen-
eral Contractor and as an Architect, Sam started his
own company in 1984. For awhile, he shared an office
with Ernst Meissner, the project’s originator, whose
daughter Melina also participated in the design. Greg
Mellberg, retired architect and MPHA Board member,
assisted with various aspects and organized a dedica-
tion ceremony for March 17. The landscape drawings
were done by Matt Richardson of Keith Willig Land-
scape Architects, also a MPHA business member, and
the contractor chosen to complete the landscaping.

Before the original Gates were created, paint mer-
chant partners Denis James Oliver and John McG-
lynn, both Irish immigrants, arrived in San Francisco
in 1849. Before leaving New York City, Denis had
married John’s slightly younger sister, Bridget. Within
a couple years, Denis and John were joined by Brid-
get and her younger brother, Daniel, born when the
family was in NYC. 

In the early 1850s, Denis Oliver and Daniel McG-
lynn, brothers-in-law, journeyed south of San Fran-
cisco seeking real estate opportunities. Almost to San
Francisquito  Creek, they acquired available property
along the main stagecoach road. A railway had been
surveyed to run parallel on the other side of the road.
They named their ranch “Menlo Park.” Back in Ire-
land, Menlo was a delightful village near Denis’s
hometown of Galway. Just outside of town, a stone
gateway with a similar shaped arch forms the en-
trance to the 16th century Menlo Castle. Galway and
Menlo Park have been Sister Cities since 2015. (Note:
“Denis” of often Anglicized in spelling as “Dennis,”
as with Oliver’s first name.)

The ranch’s arched gateway was finished built in
January 1855. The railroad didn’t happen as fast as
many land owners had hoped. Later that year, Denis
and Daniel let the ranch revert to the mortagee. Rail-
road tracks finally arrived in 1863, stopping at San
Francisquito Creek. While waiting as the  bridge was
built, railroad men noticed the painted letters
MENLO PARK on the gateway across the roadway

facing the tracks. The name was chosen in 1863 for
the depot. A collection of land owners mapped lots as
Menlo Park Villa. That development attempt failed
but the area and later the town kept the name Menlo
Park.

A February 4, 1905 article in the Times-Gazette
stated that the Gate, weakened by several winter
storms, had finally toppled. Members of the Native
Sons of the Golden West put the Gate back in posi-
tion. A Palo Alto Times article August 20, 1917, told
that the “original and ancient” Gate was to be spared
by the Army setting up the main entrance to Camp
Fremont. The Times reported on July 7, 1922 that the
sign was struck in the early morning by “two automo-
biles, filled with singing passengers,” collapsing the
structure into a splintered heap, soon to become just a
historical memory for those few residents then in
town, now all
gone.

The Gates
Project is a
home-grown
undertaking.
Fittingly, the
Gates now face
the Menlo Park
Depot once
more, only this
time from
across
Ravenswood
Avenue.
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Menlo Castle Stone Archway (now restored)



The Case of the 
Forgotten Bible

By Jesse Arnold

Igrew up in the John Murray house (built 1885)
on Liberty Park Avenue and the site of the for-
mer Stanford Dairy, which Murray founded.

When I was in high school in the 1950s, I learned
there was a Bible that had been left behind in the liv-
ing room closet. It is not a Gideon Bible but a large
and impressive volume. The pages are 9 x 12 inches,
and the book is 3 ½ inches thick, not counting the
cover (which unfortunately is missing). The book
weighs almost 10 pounds and is illustrated with won-
derful engravings. Over twenty supplementary sec-
tions are included: a concordance, a Bible dictionary,
and sections on Bible history and natural history of
the Holy Land, etc.  I believe almost any question one
could ask about the Bible would be answered in one
of the supplements.

I wondered why the big, old Bible had been left be-
hind, but didn’t try to answer that question until many
years later after I retired. The original owners of the
Bible are listed as John Franklin Love, born 1862 and
Matilda Cora Love, his wife born in 1863. The holy
matrimony page indicates Frank Love (John Franklin
Love) and Cora Givens (Matilda Cora Givens) were
married at Kansas City, Missouri on December 20,
1882, by a Presbyterian minister. The Bible lists the
births of their seven children from 1883 to 1905.
Their second child listed is Frankie Love, born June
8, 1892. I had studied enough Menlo Park history to
know that Frank (“Frankie” as a child) Love had been
the chief of police for Menlo Park from 1930 to 1933,
and that Mr. William Wilbur was the owner and oper-

ator of the Stanford Dairy during the years that Frank
Love lived in Menlo Park. The question was, how had
the Bible of Frank Love’s parents ended up in the for-
mer John Murray house?

Frank Love, the son, was born in Chicago. In 1914
he enlisted in the U.S. Army. He served in the artillery
during World War I. At some point he must have been
stationed at Camp Fremont. In 1918 he married Myr-
tle O’Neill of Petaluma. Frank ended his Army serv-
ice in 1919. Upon his return to civilian life, Frank and
Myrtle lived in Menlo Park at 1025 Middle Avenue.
Through the 1920s, Frank worked as a carpenter and
cabinet maker. Frank and Myrtle had three daughters
born 1921 to 1925. On April 21, 1930, Frank was
hired to be Menlo Park’s chief of police. He had
learned to handle a service revolver during his years
in the Army. I don’t know if the City Council looked
for other skills.

An article in the Menlo Park Recorder (May 8,
1931), the new chief of police, Love, made a raid on
the Pastime Pool Hall, arresting a number of young
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2024 Liberty Park Avenue

The Love Bible.



men found gambling. “Love is determined to put a
stop to all gambling in Menlo Park.” Of course,
Love’s tenure as chief was in the waning days of Pro-
hibition. Frank Love resigned as Menlo Park chief of
police on August 18, 1933, and went back to being a
carpenter. Since I could find no connection between
Frank Love and dairyman William Wilbur, I had to re-
search other members of the Love family. The 1920
census listed Frank’s parents as still living in Chicago
where his father was a carpenter. However, shortly
after 1920, Frank’s mother died. His father and
youngest sister, Ina Mabelle Love (b. 1905), moved to
Menlo Park.

In 1925, 20-year-old Ina Love married Bertrand
Milton Herring (b. 1900), who lived and worked at
the Stanford Dairy. Bert Herring was the stepson of
William Wilbur and the son of Frances Wilbur,
William’s third wife [formerly married to John Her-
ring, Bert’s father]. When Ina Love married Bert Her-
ring, she must have brought the Love family Bible
with her. Ina and Bert did not live in the Murray
house for long. When they moved out to downtown
Menlo Park only two miles from the dairy, Ina left the
Bible behind. We can only wonder why Ina never
went back for the Bible or why Mrs. Wilbur, Ina’s
mother-in-law, never took it to her. I think we can
safely say the Bible was forgotten. Ina and Bert did
not have any children.

Authors note: One reason for my writing this arti-
cle is my hope that a descendant of Frank and Myrtle
Love will read it. When a Love descendant contacts
me I will be happy to return the long-lost Bible.

April-June 2019 THE GATE POST

Another Winchester
Mystery?

The 1906
earthquake
trapped Sarah
Winchester in
her bedroom
within the now
landmark San
Jose mansion.
Upset, she pur-
chased a house
on Atherton Av-
enue and County
Road (now El
Camino Real) as
a resting place
for her travel by
carriage to her
house in
Burlingame. She later bought two adjacent Atherton
properties. Winchester Drive was originally her drive-
way. She died in 1922. Atherton was incorporated in
1923. The first Belle Haven subdivision was mapped
by a title company in 1928 with narrow lots on both
sides of a stretch of Bay Shore Boulevard, north of
Marsh Road. Sarah was known as “the Belle of New
Haven” for her birthplace in the Connecticut town
where Yale is located. Could the title company offi-
cials have named their development in honor of the
recently passed, well-known eccentric widow? Still
being researched…

Bible
(Continued from page 2)

Sarah Winchester, the Belle of
New Haven, 
age 25, 1865

Leland Stanford at Golden
Spike ceremony

Leland Stanford, president of the Central Pacific
RR, drove the ceremonial Golden Spike at Promotory
Summit, Utah Territory, completing the Transconti-
nental Railroad, May 10, 1969, 150 years ago.
(Painting by Thomas Hill.)
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing
Sinnott & Co. Architecture & Construction

Stanford Park Nannies
Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

Keith Willig Landscape Architecture, Inc.
for your contributions and

dedication to our local history.

Menlo Park
Historical Association

TIMOTHY HOPKINS
TALK

Sunday April 7, 2019 
2:00 PM

First Developer of Palo Alto
Owner of Estate now Menlo Park Civic Center

Palo Alto Art Center, 
Embarcadero Road and Newell Ave

Sponsored by Palo Alto Historical Association 
No Change

Thank You to
Our Newest Board Member

Bobbie Carcione

Our Newest Life Member
Tim Johnston

Our New Members
Beverly Balanis and Angela Evans


