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PHA certainly has a lively groupM of members who showed up in
force at the Annual Dinner on March 4.
This year we held the event at Yum
Cha Palace and were certainly not dis-
appointed with the food and ambiance.
Unfortunately our roving photographer
got caught up in the excitement of the
evening and forgot to take any photos.
Sorry!!!

Our fearless leader, Jim Lewis, was
under the weather, but Michael Demeter,
VP, stepped in as MC. When asked how
many in attendance were born in Menlo
Park, almost all hands shot up. But
what we should have asked was who
in attendance lived in Menlo Park the
longest. The honor to this question goes
to Guido Budelli. At 94, Guido has deep
Menlo roots. 

Nice to see new faces this year: Alice
Miller from Modesto arrived meeting
up with her Hillview Grammar School
friend, Helen Baer. One of MPHA’s
newest members, Fran Cochran attended.
Always nice to match a face with a name.

The last issue of the Gate Post had a
contest. Sandra Pachaud was the
winner of The Streets of Menlo Park

Annual Dinner
Another Successful Event

By Lydia Dioli Cooper

contest, which was to list the most
Menlo Park street names that included
the word “Oak.” Sandra, who attended
the dinner, correctly named 15 out of 22
such streets, which also included White
Oak and Hidden Oak Drives. Bishop
Oak Place and Royal Oak Court are
also two other names beside the more
well known ones. 

If you don’t yet own an edition of the
book, make sure to purchase one before
they become a collector’s item. Books
can be purchased directly from the
Menlo Park Historical Association.

Many thanks to you all for making our
Annual Dinner another memorable
event. Hope to see you next year. m

Sandra
Pachaud was
the winner of
The Streets of
Menlo Park
contest, which
was to list the
most Menlo
Park street
names that
included the
word “Oak.”
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ocated throughout Menlo Park are storyboardsL that provide snapshots of the history of the city.
Two new storyboards are being created in honor of
the 100th anniversary of Camp Fremont in downtown
Menlo Park at Fremont Park, located on the corner of
Santa Cruz Avenue and University Drive.

Camp Fremont was the site of a very large training
camp created to prepare troops for service in the
Great War (now known as World War I). From its
development in 1917-1918 until its closure in early
1919, it was one of several nationwide camps for
troop training for service in western Europe. The war
ended before any of the troops from this camp were
deployed into battle though some were sent overseas
following the November 11, 1918 armistice.

Other storyboards can be found in a variety of
locations in Menlo Park. For instance, there are
nearly seven storyboards located in the Bedwell
Bayfront Park, found at the end of Marsh Road.
Additional storyboards can be seen at the end of
Alma Street, near the Palo Alto border, on Willow
Road near the Dumbarton Bridge and downtown
near city parking lot #5.

Another storyboard will soon honor long-time resident
Karl E. Clark as it will be placed in a city park that
was newly named in his honor. At his funeral last
year the story of bravery during World War II and
subsequent community contributions were presented by
family, friends and government officials. His actions
as a sailor helped save the lives of many comrades.

Additional storyboards are planned for new develop-
ments. The former sites of Central Elementary School
and the Menlo Park Hotel are currently under devel-
opment. Each site will have a storyboard that offers
a detailed history of these two institutions.

Storyboards in our area preserve the history of the
rapidly changing landscape, giving new generations
a glimpse of a quieter, slower world before today’s
technological waves. We are delighted to join them
in using storyboards to remind us of our past. m

President’s Message
By Jim Lewis

STORYBOARDS OF
MENLO PARK

Thank you to those renewing their 2017 membership:
Frances Albrecht***, George Andrews, Diane Bader, Karin Baye,
Jim Bigelow***, Richard Blach, Thomas Blanchard, Emile Bourdet,
Lynne Bramlett, Michael Brassea, Bob & Tana Budelli, Bernadette
Callahan, Tom & Sharyl Carter, Jym Clendenin, Nancy Couperus,
Lydia Dioli Cooper, Bo Crane*, Mary Dahlberg, Scott Denny,
Michael Doherty, Diane Ellsworth, Dr. Jo English, Mel Froli, Joy
Giannotti, Timothy Goode, Edward Graham, Roger Guy, John
Hackmann*, Janice Hague, Gerry Hanley, Barbara Hardie, Peter
Hart, Philip Helfrich, Patty Hjelm, Therese Hjelm, Mrs. Harold
Hoss, Barry Johnson, Alan C. Jones, Alanna Kennedy, Resa King,
Al Landi, Sandy Lee, Jim Lewis, Linda Lorenzetti, Norma Lyle,
Mark and Lane Maloney***, Joanna Martin***, Barbara
Mason***, Carol Massard, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Matthews,
Raymond McCarthy, Mrs. Joe McLoughlin, Susan Morey
Mein***, Gregory and Susan Mellberg, Joseph Merkert, Frank
Merrill*, Fred & Kayleen Miller, Patrick Moran***, Kathy
Neuman, Sandra Pachaud, Jack Parkhouse***, Caroline Pease,
Patricia Penning, Sandy Peters, Keyko Pintz, Paul and Terry
Reasenberg, Elena Lyn Reese, Maryann Robbiano, Dennis
Ronberg, Marlowe Saville, Mr. & Mrs. Rud Scholz, Stanford Park
Nannies**, Nita Spangler, Marjorie & Herbert Stone, Elizabeth
Taft, Melinda Tevis, Tomei Family, Ann Classen Treadwell,
Frank Vitale, Sue Wagstaff, Sandy Walker, Tom Watson, Wetson
& Lanctot, LLP**, Betty Williams, Lowell Wolfe, Gil Workman,
Samuel L. Wright, Ralph & Rosie Yob.

And a big thank you to all our Life Members! m
*Renewed as Life Member  **Business Members  ***Renewed with a donation

Menlo Gates Project

PHA has wonderful news to report. On March 13,M 2018, the Menlo Park City Council granted a
matching gift of $43,000 to the Menlo Gates Project,
bringing the total for the Project to the required $86,000.
The exact location for the Gates is to be decided by the
City within the next 60 days. The manufacture of the Gates
will begin as soon as the construction drawings, which
were submitted last January 3, 2018, are approved by the
City. Thanks to the City Council for making this project
first proposed by Ernst Meissner become a reality. m



enlo Park’s oldest surviving structure is theM former gatehouse to the Latham Estate, built in
1864 and located on the corner of Laurel and Ravens-
wood. Just to the north at 1040 Noel Drive, a couple
minutes walk away, is the town’s 2nd oldest structure,
known as Bright Eagle. Since its construction in 1869,
the yellow mansion has gone through about a dozen
transformations.

Amongst several early owners of the property was
Isaiah Churchill Woods who founded the short-lived
town of Ravenswood. In 1863, the 290-acre property
was sold by Benjamin G. Lathrop, head of the newly
formed Menlo Park Villa Association, to Theodor
Lemmen Meyer, a 30-year-old German emigrant from
Hamburg. Meyer operated a San Francisco-based
mercantile business specializing in Mexican and
South American imports. His mother’s maiden name
was Lemmen, often spelled Lemmon in error, mostly
likely due to the similarly named fruit—which is the
inspiration for the building’s current exterior color.
In 1869, Meyer built an Italianate summerhouse for
his family, which included his Mexican-born wife,
Marianita Balderain and their three children. The
mansion had 25 rooms, 12 baths, 6 fireplaces and 14-

foot ceilings. Hawaiian mahogany woodwork, same as
used in San Francisco’s Palace Hotel, still remains in
suite 102. Lemmen was also a director of the Menlo
Park & Santa Cruz Turnpike Road Company, which
opened up its toll road (today’s Alpine Road) in 1873.

In 1875, Meyer sold his home to Albert Gansl, a German
Consul, who ran the home as a gambling house, “one of
the finest resorts in the country,” according a March 4,
1876 news clip. In 1880, Gansl, a co-agent for Nathan
Mayer Rothschild and Sons in San Francisco, sold to
Edgar Mills, a successful banker and a younger brother
of Darius Ogden Mills, an even more successful banker
in both California and New York, and for whom
Millbrae is named. Edgar Mills upgraded the house in
1881 and began entertaining there the following year.
He developed the property with an 1887 map entitled
Edgar Mills Tract, creating some 74 lots between
Laurel Street and the railroad tracks, with enclosed
Mills Street, his namesake, running between the
boundaries Oak Grove and Glenwood.

Mills died in 1893. In December 1908 the Mills Mansion
was sold by his estate to Emma Noel, originally from
Michigan who moved in with her widowed mother, born
of Belgian parents. Emma installed electricity and
repaired the 1906 earthquake damage. According to the
1910 census, Emma, 45, lived in the house along with
her mother, 65, and five recently immigrated Japanese
servants, including one cook and four gardeners. Emma
listed her occupation as a secretary for a “corporation.”
With the coming of WW I, the house was used as an
Officers Club for nearby Camp Fremont, which began
closing with the end of the war at the end of 1918.

The house briefly became the Laurel Court Hotel. In
one of the hotel rooms, a man shot his wife and then
himself, leading to stories of her ghost still haunting
the mansion.

Emma and her mother, 81 (who died in 1921), lived
on Ravenswood Ave along with a lodger named
Doctor White Wolf, 76, born in the Oklahoma Indian
Territory. In 1926, the house was leased to the Pacific
Coast Military Academy, operated by Major Royal W.
Park and his wife. In 1933, the school’s name was
changed to the Park Military Academy.

(continued on page 4)
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Bright Eagle
By Bo Crane
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As of 1930, Emma, now 65, lived in an apartment on
Menlo Ave along with Irene Boone, 54, widowed, and
listed as Emma’s “[business] partner.” Emma was a real
estate broker and Irene her realtor. The two were still
together ten years later living at 1055 Doyle Street,
now the parking lot behind the Left Bank restaurant,
with Irene listed as a “roomer” as well as “saleslady.”
Both Emma, 75, and Irene, 64, worked 48 hours a week.

The Military Academy was gone as of 1941, and by
1946, Emma sold her property, now reduced to 14
acres, to a group of investors who resold in 1947 to
Helen Wildman as the mansion at 1040 Noel Drive
became the Marie Antoinette Inn, featured for wed-
dings. The Inn’s dining room was later owned and
managed by caterer Olga “Ollie” Fickes. 

In 1964, the 21-room Marie Antoinette Inn was sold to
Russel S. Lund for $150,000. In a 1969 article, Lund
asked Menlo Park for a land trade so that the town could
retain the historical property, a deal the town rejected.
Mary J. Rafferty, already an owner of antique stores,
acquired it and created an antique parlor and tearoom,
offering lunch. She also gave the name Bright Eagle.
Why she chose the name isn’t documented. Bright Eagle
was the name of a chief from a tribe that was part of
the Iroquois Confederation. According to legend,
around 1795, the Iroquois chief Bright Eagle acquired
a teenage girl and fathered two children with her before
giving her to a white settler. The settler married the young
woman and adopted her children before the couple had
their own. A more likely namesake is possibly a certain
shiny antique that Rafferty may have liked or maybe
even chose name for the shiny look of Indian Gold
Eagles, which were $10 coins minted 1907-1933. 

Soon Rafferty had the mansion up for sale, asking
$110,000 in 1973 for what was considered a white ele-
phant. Menlo Park pondered acquiring and moving the
building to the nearby Civic Center. She eventually sold
the property, house included, in 1977 to Bright Eagle
Investments Inc. for $360,000. Bright Eagle Invest-
ments had a license issued in August 1977 that expired
eight years later. A Bright Eagle insignia still adorns a
double door inside the building.

The mansion passed through other owners. Neighbors
complained that receptions were too noisy. In December
1986, Lakeview Realty Investment Corp. bought the
property. Once considered too expensive to maintain, the
mansion was sold in 1990 for $5.2 million. By 2004,
the price had fallen to $3.9 million for 22 offices, vary-
ing in size from 175 to 700 square feet. The following
year, Bright Eagle Mansion suffered a four-alarm fire. 

Bright Eagle Mansion Administrative Office now operates
the building. Businesses listed on the Directory inside
include Albrain, Bonavision, The Perfect Workout and
Balanced Living Center, along with investment com-
panies, medical offices, massage therapists, marriage
and family therapists, plus individuals with PhDs. One
such office belongs to psychiatrist Dr. Marybeth Fox,
whom the author met during their mutual college class
reunion last fall. Dr. Fox was so kind to give your
Gate Post co-editor a private tour of the otherwise pri-
vate building. The tour included a cigar room, winding
stairs featuring a flower-pattern window, and the old-
timey cellar stairs. Meanwhile, the dark-paneled hall-
ways and high ceilings speak of a different era.

Bright Eagle was built at the start of the Menlo Park-
Fair Oaks-Atherton mansion era. It has managed to avoid
destruction by wrecking ball and by fire, earning its keep
as an office complex, cool and quiet inside, revealing little
of its past history of the lives that have passed through 
its finely wood-trimmed hallways and stairs.m

Bright Eagle (continued from page 3)
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ne of the frustrations O of any history-oriented
group is the inability to
substantiate some of the
fascinating legends and
rumors that pop up from
time to time. A case in
Menlo Park’s black squirrels.

I have been told by a member of the physical
sciences faculty at San Jose State that black
squirrels are considered native to the upper
Midwest, specifically Wisconsin and Michigan.
The only known colony in westerns states is in
Menlo Park. Well, how did our squirrels emi-
grate across the plains and over the mountains
to settle in this tree-adorned community?
Maybe in a crate on a freight car.

This is where an unfounded legend begins.
Timothy Hopkins, who purchased the 380-acre
Latham estate (bounded by Ravenswood,
Middlefield, the S.P. tracks and the Creek) in
1883 was said to have a fondness for exotic
birds and animals. On the estate, which Mrs.
Hopkins named “Sherwood Hall, were elabo-

rate wrought-iron cages to house the birds and
animals, and among the latter were imported
black squirrels.

Then came the quake of ’06 which caused
severe damage to the mansion and wrecked
the wrought-iron cases open. Thus, Mr.
Hopkin’s black squirrels gained their freedom
to establish communes in our noble oaks.
And while it is unlikely that you will spot any
seventy-four year old black squirrels limping
across the Community Center, you may
observe members of the current generation
scooting across lawn, up tree trunks, and
along high wires. If so, regard them with
respect. After all their ancestors may have
resided at Sherwood Hall, the name of the
Hopkins estate.

The Menlo Park Historical Association
welcomes confirmation or repudiation of this
legend—indeed any information that will
enhance the local lore on black squirrels.
Drop a line to the Association at 800 Alma
Street, Menlo Park. Or better yet, e-mail us
at mphistorical@yahoo.com m

Looking out the window one morning, I could not help but notice all the black squirrels
running up and down our yard and trees. Where did these little guys come from? So the
following Dick Barbour article was found in the archives of the Menlo Park Historical
Association. Enjoy!

MENLO MEMORIES
By Dick Barbour

Dick Barbour, archivist and past president of the Menlo Park Historical Association (1980-82) wrote
an entertaining column in the Menlo Atherton Recorder about the history of Menlo Park seen
through his eyes. For two years he entertained his readers with colorful descriptions of the growing
pains of Menlo Park. His columns covered local personalities, events, issues, or just happenings that
shaped Menlo. Occasionally the Gate Post will include one of his articles. 

THE BLACK SQUIRRELS
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HOLY CROSS CEMETERY TOUR 
SATURDAY, May 19, 2018, 2:00pm

The Menlo Park Historical Association will once again be hosting a Tour of Holy Cross Cemetery.
This time the tour will be led by Association secretary, Bo Crane, author of The Life and Times
of Dennis Martin and The Streets of Menlo Park.

First off, the tour will begin at the entrance gravesite of the reburials of remains exhumed from
Dennis Martin’s cemetery, created in 1856 at his St. Dennis Church, located on his ranch near
Jasper Ridge. Several of Martin’s family members are also buried throughout the cemetery,
including his sister, daughter and a nephew named Denis.

The tour will also be highlight the resting places of a 107-year-old woman, also with the surname
of Crane (no relation); a “Jugoslavian” immigrant who once owned The Alpine Inn before

Rossotti did; a French family that operated a French laundry; a Basque
who tended his herd on the slopes of a local volcano; a sheriff killed in
the line of duty by the son of a family that is buried nearby (without the
son); and the wife of the original grantee of Rancho El Corte de Madera
(now Portola Valley), with a grant dated 1834.

The tour is free but a donation of $20 to the Menlo Park Historical
Association would be much appreciated! (For your $20 donation,
you also get a free membership to MPHA, good for 2018.)
No pre-registration is required.m

STREETS OF MENLO PARK WALK 
SATURDAY, May 12, 2018, 11:00am

Bo Crane will lead a walk—for all those who wish to attend—through Menlo Park’s downtown, along
the way describing how various streets were named. The walk is Saturday, May 12 and begins 11am at
the Menlo Park Depot.

Those in attendance will learn how Santa Cruz Avenue got its name, what El Camino Real and
Versailles Street have in common, how Maloney and Ryan Lanes are related, how Hoover Street is
connected to Fremont Park, Chestnuts and Presbyterians, and what’s sacred about Oak Grove Avenue,
how Menlo came to be, as well as other local streets.

The walk will also visit the site of the original Menlo Park gates that led to the Menlo Park Ranch,
created in the early 1850s. The event is free and is approximately 11⁄2 miles long. Bring your sunhats
and water! No pre-registration is required.m



April–June 2018 THE GATE POST

A Wonderful Celebration
ast year our roving reporter /L photographer was at Harry’s

Hofbrau to help celebrate long-time
member of MPHA Lou Mattas’ 103rd
birthday. She said to Lou, “Looking
forward to next year, Lou.” And here
it was, on January 30, 2018, Lou with
his granddaughter, Patricia, and great
grandson smiled as the German Band
from Esther’s German Bakery sang
“Happy Birthday.” What a wonderful
evening!

When asked the secret to his long life,
his answer, “Be around happy people
and stay positive.” Good advice!!!

There were birthday wishes and
proclamations and recognitions
from the Mayor of Atherton and
Representative Ann Eshoo, but what
I think pleased Lou even more were
the many friends who joined in on
the festivities. m

“Happy Birthday, Lou,
and see you next year!”

Menlo Park Plaque No. 7
by Jym Clendenin

Jaye Carr retired in 1999 after working
for the City of Menlo Park for 28 years,
the last 15 as City Clerk. This photo of
her was taken in 1987. In 1995 the
Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce
awarded her the prestigious “Golden
Acorn” award. In 2005 at the age of 64
she died of cancer. [Ref: The Almanac
July 06, 2005] The 12x6” plaque is
located under a tree in front of the
Civic Center Police Station. m
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL

Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing

Sinnott & Co. Architecture & Construction

Stanford Park Nannies

Waldo Graphics

Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

Keith Willig Landscape Architecture, Inc.

for your contributions and
dedication to our local history.

Dear Members,

By now you have received your mem-
bership renewal notice. Your dues to the
Association greatly help with the ongo-
ing preservation of Menlo Park History.
If you have not already done so, please
consider renewing your membership.

— MPHA Membership Committee

Thank You to Our New Members

Frances Cochran
Carl Darling

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND

May 12, 2018 Streets of Menlo Park Tour

May 19, 2018 Holy Cross Cemetery Tour

June, 2018 Ice Cream Social
Date not finalized

 


