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n November 11, 1938, Frank Helfrich, current MenloO Park Historical Society Board member and past
President, had just celebrated his 10th birthday. But all
the excitement this Sunday was at the dedication of a
Memorial Park honoring Camp Fremont, which had
been in existence a decade earlier. The Camp had closed with the end of the Great War
shortly after the Armistice of November 11, 1918, occurring famously at the 11th hour
of the 11th day of the 11th month.

Armistice Day, observed since 1926, became a national holiday in May 1938. On
November 11, a parade with bands and floats began at the Menlo Park Depot and
marched down Valparaiso Ave. before turning towards the park. The flag was brought
out by the American Legion and the U.S. Army Color Guard played “To the Color,”
a bugle call that was a substitute for the National Anthem. The band from Sequoia
High School played “America.” The American Legion then took over the program,
including the placing of a wreath for the unknown soldier, concluding with “Taps.”

Living two miles away in west Menlo, Frank did not attend the ceremonies. The
roads to town were still dirt and town still seemed far away.

Mayor James Evan Cooper presided. First a solo was performed by Leonid Bryner,
a 26-year-old Menlo Park resident born in Siberia, who attended Stanford and was
living in his aunt's house.

Cooper was Menlo Park's third mayor, elected in 1934. He was born in Nebraska
fifty year's prior on Washington's birthday. By 1930 Cooper was a tire salesman,
living with his wife and son in Menlo Park. In 1938 while serving as mayor, he
dealt in commercial real estate.

On November 11, Cooper introduced two prominent guests: Herbert Hoover and
Samuel M. Shortridge. Coincidentally, both Hoover and Shortridge were born in
Iowa. Hoover, 64, was five years out of office as President, having lost the 1932
election to Franklin Roosevelt while the country was in the Depression. Hoover,

Armistice Day 1938
By Bo Crane

(continued on page 2)
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enlo Park is morphingM into a place barely
recognizable to many of its

citizens. Those of us who have enjoyed
this town for most of our lives find our-
selves disoriented at times.

There is no question the influx of tech
companies to this area has created enor-
mous wealth. Property values are soaring,
restaurants are packed, and city coffers are
full. The new multi-storied buildings going
up are tasteful but they somehow don’t fit
in the way their predecessors did. This is
probably not an issue for those not around
when Menlo Park maintained its old-
fashioned appearance. For those of us of
a certain age it feels like familiar friends
are disappearing and not coming back.

In a town changing as rapidly as Menlo Park
is, what role does the city’s history play in
the scheme of things? Do newcomers from
far away really care about the history behind
Fremont Park? Is it fair to expect a newly-
minted techie to appreciate the story of the
Hopkins Gatehouse?

History matters because the past informs the
present. It gives us guideposts along the
way, reminding us of how we became who
we are. We are more than buildings, roads,
and regulations. Our presence in this city has
shaped our lives and in return we have left
our mark on the town. All of this matters.

MPHA is the interface between the past and
the present. The volunteers are the keepers
of Menlo Park’s photos, diaries, literature,
and memorabilia. We carefully archive the
treasures from the past and happily share
them with all visitors. For us long-time
residents, the past is like a familiar sweater
that is more comfortable than a new one.
When we put it on, it reminds us of the
choices we made, the friends we had, and
who we used to be. It probably is not
particularly attractive to our new residents,
However, we wear it proudly. !

President’s Message
By Jim Lewis

Armistice Day 1938 (continued from page 1)

a member of Stanford's first graduating class, had served to
provide relief for Belgium during the Great War. At his talk,
the former President warned that America “must be prepared
to defend our independence and our honor.” War clouds had
formed again in Europe. (In 1954, following WWII, Armistice
Day became Veterans Day.)

Samuel Shortridge, 77, a San Francisco attorney, was also five
years out of office in 1938, having served as a U.S. Senator.
Once a Menlo Park resident but then in Atherton, Shortridge
delivered the dedication of Fremont Park.

“Stars and Stripes Forever” closed out the ceremonies. Everyone
then adjourned to the Kuck picnic grounds behind the Menlo
Park Hotel. This November 11, MPHA will hold a brief ceremony
at Fremont Park, Sunday November 11 at 11:00 a.m. All are
invited to attend. !

Fremont Park
Armistice Day Celebration

Sunday, November 11 at 11:00 a.m.
Corner of Santa Cruz Avenue and University Drive

enlo Park Historical Association members and the publicM are invited to attend Fremont Park for the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Great War’s Armistice, enacted at the 11th hour
of the 11th day of the 11th month, November 1918. A short
presentation honoring the event will be led by MPHA.

As this article is going to press in September, details are
still being arranged. Local papers closer to the date may
have more information, including even the City of Menlo
Park taking over the celebration. But you can trust that the
moment will be remembered at Fremont Park, rain or shine.

November 11 is also the 80th anniversary of Fremont Park’s
dedication in 1938 (see related story in this edition.) The
park was then known as Camp Fremont Memorial Park.

MPHA will have on display two draft Camp Fremont story-
boards, also offered for use to the City in creating a permanent
installation at Fremont Park. !



n Saturday August 4, 2018, Bo Crane, MPHAO secretary, led a walking tour of some 60-70
persons along part of Menlo Park bordering San
Francisquito Creek. The group gathered first at the
MacArthur Park restaurant. The building, now in
Palo Alto by the University Avenue depot, was once
a YWCA-built Hostess House constructed in 1918
on Santa Cruz Avenue for Camp Fremont soldiers to
meet with visiting families. With the Camp’s closing,
Palo Alto purchased and moved the structure, designed
by Julia Morgan. Julia had previously worked on
several projects for the wealthy widow Phoebe
Hearst. Phoebe’s son, William, later hired Julia, his
late mother's architect, to draw up his famous castle
on the coast.

Board members Pam Jones, Martha Lancastremere
and Greg Mellberg were also in attendance, as was
Jim Lewis, in a cameo appearance. Greg told our
group of his work as a young architect reconnoitering
the structure to assist with restoration plans after it
had been abandoned for years. Once having served as
Palo Alto’s first community center, the building was
converted to the restaurant. MacArthur Park as a
name refers to a Los Angeles park that was the sub-
ject of a hit song in 1967. (The lyrics: “Someone left
the cake out in the rain…and we’ll never have that
recipe again” was a poetic remembrance of a lost
romance, according to the song’s author.)

From there the walk went north to El Palo Alto, the
iconic redwood namesake of the town, and crossed a
pedestrian-bicycle bridge over San Francisquito Creek

into Menlo Park, stopping at California Registered
Historical Landmark #2, “Portola’s Journey End,”
November 6-10, 1769. It really wasn’t the end as
Portola had to return with his 63 men to San Diego,
but his camp on the north bank of the creek was the
turn around point. Next year will be sestercentennial
anniversary of the campsite from 250 years ago.
(Landmark #1 is by Monterey Bay, Portola’s original
and overshot destination.)

Back into Palo Alto, the group crossed El Camino
Real and proceeded along the highway bridge over the
creek to a metal paddle marker with the readings “82
SCL 26.36,” the only remaining Highway #82 marker
left, protected by the bridge abutment, 26.36 miles
from where it begins in Santa Clara Co. (SCL).

We then turned onto Alto Lane and past Menlo
Park’s best kept secret hidden cul de sac, well,
maybe no more as the handful of rental homes was
announced to the gathering by microphone speaker.
The surrounding subdivision, Stanford Park, was
mapped in 1907 but only had a few homes at the
time of Camp Fremont. Next on the list was the
forlorn Oasis building, now empty except for Menlo
Atherton Glass. That business still rents out the
bottom floor that Giovanni (John) Beltramo had
built when he purchased Camp Fremont’s YMCA
building and raised it. An auto garage first occupied
the first story until Prohibition ended and John’s son,
Alexander, established the initial pub business, an
“oasis” after the dry years of no booze.
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Victorian Days Walking Tour Recap 2018
By Bo Crane

Continued on page 4
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Crossing El Camino once more, the group passed by the Stanford Park Hotel, which shares the name of the
1907 subdivision from where we had just left and where we noticed for-lease empty Menlo Park Psychic
(palm reader) building across the street. 

Soon we were back at the MacArthur Park flagpole, the base of which contains the only Civil War monument
in the area. Current councilmember and former mayor Kirsten Keith posed with Bo’s wife, Kristen, Bo, Steve
Staiger—the Palo Alto Historical Association historian—and Greg Mellberg, MPHA’s newest member.
(Photo by Kirsten’s husband, John Woodell.) !

Victorian Days Walking Tour (continued from page 3)

ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 18, 2018
The guest speaker this year will be our secretary Bo Crane, speaking on MPHA’s book,
The Streets of Menlo Park, which sold 188 copies last year, and this year (as Gate Post goes to
print) 189. For those who have already purchased a copy, many thanks, and you get a chance to
gather info for the following questions regarding Menlo Park streets:

• What three streets are named for U.S. Senators?
• What street in the Willows is a combination of the names of sisters?
• What street was named after Marilyn Monroe (maybe)?
• Where is the intersection of Fleas and Paradise?
• Crane, Partridge and Robin are streets not named for a bird…what street is?
• And finally, what two months are represented with street names?

But more than a trivia quiz, the talk will delve into the background of some key namesake figures,
presenting some interesting and lesser known information. Besides the talk, there’ll be the usual
refreshments as well as brief Association business. !

“Someone left the cake
out in the rain…and
we’ll never have that
recipe again” was a
poetic remembrance of a
lost romance, according
to the song’s author.
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y husband Roger and I recently visited IrelandM spending four days in Menlo Park’s Sister City,
Galway. During that time, Gerry Hanley who first vis-
ited our city in August, 2012 (Gate Post, Vol. 39, #1)
gave us the royal tour of Galway culminating in visit-
ing within the city limits the nearby village of Menlo
and Menlo Castle along with its stone gate entry.
The first picture of the stone gate to Menlo Castle
was taken in 1970 by former Board member, Larry
Johnston. As you can see from the second picture, the
Gate has been undergoing refurbishing, and finally the
last picture is of the Castle as recorded by David Hicks
(davidhicksbook.blogspot.com, July, 2013).

Menlo Castle built in 1569 was the ancestral home of
the Blake family until July 1910 when disaster struck
and the castle was destroyed by fire. An ancient build-
ing of Norman style it is situated on the left bank of
the Corrib River about a mile from the town of Galway.

The Irish Blake family is not related to Menlo Park’s
first mayor, Dr. Alfred Blake, elected in 1927 and of
English descent. That gate however may have influ-
enced Galway native Denis Oliver in designing the
wooden gate he had built in 1854. That archway gate,
facing El Camino Real (then County Road) was the
entry to the ranch that he and Daniel McGlynn estab-
lished, naming it “Menlo Park” in honor of Denis’s
Irish home and painting that name across the arch. 

Then and Now — Menlo, Ireland

So Galway, Ireland, is more than just a Sister City—
it contains our town’s namesake. Truly an enjoyable
time was spent by us all over the Emerald Isle.!

—Lydia Cooper
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Greg Mellberg is a retired
architect who has always been
passionate about architecture;
both historic and modern.
He was born at the Palo Alto
Hospital, now the Hoover
Pavilion. He graduated from
Palo Alto Senior High School
and the School of Architec-
ture at California Polytechnic
State University in San Luis
Obispo. While in college, he
attended the Royal Art Academy in Copenhagen,
Denmark to study design and architecture, while living
with a Danish family for one year. 

Greg worked for some notable Peninsula firms
including Goodwin Steinberg Architects and Ehrlich-
Rominger Architects where he became a partner and
managing principal. Greg relocated to Southern
California for 20 years where he managed offices
for ER Architects in Newport Beach and San Diego.
Greg's work focused on high tech design for the elec-
tronic semiconductor and biotechnology industries
with key projects for companies including Apple,
Hewlett Packard, Linked-In, and Genentech. He
finished his career as the Director of Development for
a large national real estate investment trust (REIT). 

In 2010, he and his wife, Sue, moved back to the
area after retirement, settling in Menlo Park. Greg has
volunteered for many organizations including Junior
Achievement, ACE Mentor, and Able Works. He loves
historic homes and participated on the task force to
save and re-develop the Hayes Mansion in San Jose.
He is a docent and tour guide at Filoli Estate in
Woodside, co-wrote their new guidebook, and has
been a guest speaker at Filoli events.

Greg and his wife are passionate about international
travel and have visited several foreign countries.
Many of their trips focus on visiting UNESCO World
Heritage sites. Greg is an avid photographer and loves
to share his adventures with family and friends. !

Pam Jones Although born
in Tacoma, Washington, Pam
Jones has deep roots in the
mid-peninsula with her grand-
parents moving to Palo Alto in
the late 1920s. She grew up in
East Palo in the late ’50s and
early ’60s. Her father, Abner,
moved into Menlo Park in
the 1960s were he lived until
his passing. 

Being raised in a politically active family, she started
an NAACP Youth chapter at Garden Oaks Junior High,
and Junior State (JSA) chapters at both Ravenswood
High School and Mountain View High School. Pam
was the first African American to attend JSA Summer
School at Stanford in 1964. 

In 1966, she received a scholarship from the Palo
Alto BP Order of Elks to attend the Stanford Medical
School for X-Ray Technicians and the first African
American graduate in 1968. Pam holds a BA in
Career and Technical Studies and MA in Workforce
Development from CSU Sacramento.

As an x-ray tech, she worked at various hospitals on
the peninsula prior to teaching the profession she
loves. Pam is a former Ravenswood City School
Board Member of the and a current co-chair of the
Cañada College President’s Advisory Group.

A Menlo Park resident since 1973, she is deeply
devoted to family with 4 great grandchildren, six
grandchildren and three daughters. 

As a retired community college professor and
radiologic (x-ray) technologist, Pam now has the
time to research and assist in the preservation of
the history of Menlo Park and its influence in the
Mid-Peninsula. Her goal is a Menlo Park History
Museum that connects the past with our present
and future. !

MPHA Board Member Biographies

MPHA Board Positions Available
Even with our two new members, Board positions

are open. If interested, please email
mphistorical@yahoo.com
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SUMMER EVENTS
Summer is usually a quiet time for MPHA with
office staff on vacation or just taking a bit of time
off. We did come alive for two main events during
the summer, the Lil Kavanaugh Ice Cream Social
and the Menlo Park Block Party. 

The Ice Cream Social is always a favorite with the
members of MPHA. The Kavanaugh family served
the guests and set the tone of the day... a warm and
happy gathering for all. The event maintains an old
time tradition of long ago town gatherings once held
at the Kuck picnic grounds behind the Menlo Park
Hotel, both now gone. The Kavanaughs served a
delicious array of ice cream and toppings. MPHA
thanks the Kavanaugh family who help keep this
annual event alive. 

In August, MPHA was again at the annual Menlo
Park Block party sponsored by the Chamber of
Commerce. This year we featured a draft of the
storyboards that will be at Fremont Park by the
November 11, 2018 event celebrating Armistice Day
1918 (see page 2). It was nice to see so many people
stopping by to look at the boards, asking questions
and sharing their stories.!—Lydia Cooper

In Memoriam: Richard Angus
With sadness, we inform that Richard “Dick” C. Angus passed away on
Wednesday, August 22, just a few days shy of his 91st birthday.

Dick Angus was born on August 27, 1927 at home on Winchester Avenue in
Atherton. Both his parents, George and Esther Angus (nee Carter) were born in
Menlo Park. He graduated from Central School on El Camino Real in Menlo
Park and continued at Sequoia High School graduating in 1945. During these
years, Dick was a Boy Scout and an Eagle Scout, later a member of the Menlo
Ramblers Rugby team. He joined the Navy in 1945 and graduated from San
Jose State in 1950.

On June 25, 1950, Dick married Shirley Adams, whom he met at SJS. The wedding was held at Trinity
Chapel, then located on Pine Street and Ravenswood Avenue, where Dick had long ago been baptized.
They had four children and subsequently several grandchildren. He worked for Ampex Corporation for
22 years and Lockheed Corporation for 13 years, retiring in 1982.

Dick joined the MPHA Board in 1999 and served as its President from 2005-2014. In a 2008 Gate Post
article by Lydia Dioli Cooper, Dick is quoted as saying, “I currently live in Saratoga; my heart will
always be in Menlo.”!

Mike Demeter, MPHA Vice-President.

Pam Jones & Ester Bugna.
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.
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Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing
Sinnott & Co. Architecture & Construction

Stanford Park Nannies
Waldo Graphics

Wetson & Lanctot, LLP
Keith Willig Landscape Architecture, Inc.

for your contributions and
dedication to our local history.

Menlo Park
Historical Association

Annualmeeting
Sunday, November 18, 2018

2:00 pm, Lower Level
Menlo Park Library

The Streets of Menlo Park

Speaker: Bo Crane
Secretary

Menlo Park Historical Association

Thank You to
Our Newest Members

Carolyn Kennedy
Kathy Switky


