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Photo of Frank Helfrich, Board Member Emeritus, who was born in November
1928. Taken recently, Frank is wearing a World War I uniform from MPHA’s
archival storage. The photo was part of the Camp Fremont display in the Menlo
Park Library during the month of June. m

MPHA Celebrates Camp Fremont’s
Centennial 1918 -2018
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his time of year can be one of the T most active and most enjoyable
times for history as well as upcoming

vacations. For instance, in the past month of May,
several activities were offered such as our annual
Holy Cross Cemetery Tour plus a new Downtown
Tour based on The Streets of Menlo Park, MPHA’s
recently published book.

In June, we had our annual Ice Cream Social, honoring
Lil Kavanaugh, who organized the event, now carried
on by her family. Our Camp Fremont Centennial and
Streets of Menlo Park exhibit was also on display all
month at the Main Library. 

On Monday July 2 at 7pm our Streets book is the sub-
ject of a Show & Tell session downstairs at the Main
Library. On Saturday, August 4, we will conduct our
annual Victorian Days walking tour, this year begin-
ning at MacArthur Park at 11am. Later that month,
MPHA will stage a booth at the City’s annual Summer
Block Party.

In addition, our ongoing sales of books, note cards, post-
cards and other products continue to exceed expecta-
tions. If you’re not familiar with them, they can be
found on under “Stores” at: sites.google.com/site/
mphistorical/ (or just google our name).

In addition, another website was established a few
years ago when Menlo Park took an interest in the
Sister City program. That website is:
http://www.sites.google.com/site/twomenlosisters.

We look forward to construction finally beginning for
the Menlo Gates Project (hopefully this year) as well as
our submitted Camp Fremont storyboards being installed
in Fremont Park in time for the Centennial of 1918’s
Armistice Day, now Veterans Day, on November 11.
(Both projects are still in permit process.)

All in all, Menlo Park Historical Association remains
a vibrant organization. Thank you for your member-
ship and continued support! m

President’s Message
By Jim Lewis

Victorian Days Walking Tour
August 4, 2018

PHA secretary, Bo Crane, as part of the SanM Mateo County History Museum Victorian Days,
will lead a MPHA sponsored walking tour featuring
the remaining two centennial buildings of Menlo Park’s
Camp Fremont, both relocated from their original loca-
tions. We will begin at the MacArthur Park Restaurant
with its historic flagpole near the University Depot in
Palo Alto. The building, designed by Julia Morgan,
served as a YWCA Hostess House for visiting families
of soldiers at the camp, training for action in the Great
War. The walk will visit El Palo Alto and State
Historical Monument #2, honoring Portola’s Menlo
Park camp before re-spanning San Francisquito Creek.

Crossing El Camino Real, the walk will stop at the
recently closed Oasis pub, which was built by the
YMCA for the troops in training. After the camp’s
closing, the building was purchased by Giovanni
(John) Beltramo. Due to prohibition, it served as a
auto repair shop with the owner living upstairs. Once
prohibition ended, the Beltramo family set up the beer
garden business they later sold while keeping the
building. Returning to MacArthur Park we will have
covered a 1.8 mile round trip.

Reservations are not required. Just meet at 11 am,
August 4, 2018, at MacArthur Park Restaurant. m

Thank you to the following who renewed their
2017 membership:Lynne Bramlett, Scott Denny,
Edward Graham, Jeanne Gary, Diane Morey,
Melinda Tevis. m

In Memoriam

Jack Parkhouse
Friend, volunteer, and contributor to MPHA



wo national businesses that our town of MenloT Park spawned are still alive and well. One was
incorporated in 1998 and first set-up in a garage of a
newly purchased home at 232 Santa Margarita. Now
headquartered in Mountain View, Google is part of
everyday life.

The other began in a California Water Service building
on El Camino Real. Is 59 years long ago enough to be
considered History? Only MPHA members now 80
and older were then old enough to be legally served
alcohol in 1959. Round Table Pizza opened on
December 21 that year.

Round Table’s future founder, Bill Larson, was a
sophomore attending Palo Alto High School when a
night of teenage pranking occurred. While one police-
man was searching for the culprits who swiped the
keys he left in his patrol car’s ignition, another
prankster let the air out his tires. For being that guy,
Bill got expelled. Most newspaper accounts state he
was a high school dropout, but a Paly classmate of his
told me what really happened, for which expulsion for
spirited hi-jinks seems better than being a desultory
dropout. Out of school at age 17, Bill signed up to
join the Navy but was sent home for his parents’
permission, which he obtained. 

Stationed overseas, Bill discovered a Japanese-style
pizza dish. Returning to California after his hitch,
Bill took a series of jobs: driving a Coca-Cola truck,
working at Safeway, and finally assisting at a San
Mateo pizza place called Hambone’s Parlor & Olde
British Pub, revising menus and doing promotion.

Considering himself with enough pizza knowledge,
he borrowed $800 from his father, Henry, a Swedish
immigrant. Bill bundled up his household furniture in
a pickup truck to present to a bank as collateral for
loan. Along with other loans, he purchased the vacant
former California Water Service building at 1235 El
Camino Real and had enough to furnish it, bare-bones
style. Before pizza paddles could be acquired, each
morning he would remove the flat front door to use as
a rolling table. Bill and his wife, Toni, did most of the
interior work while Henry helped build the business’s
tables, including a large round one for which the

restaurant was named. The big overhead sign in front
had PIZZA PARLO in big letters, missing the R that
had to be removed for the installation of a fan
required by the health inspector.

Bill now brought his developed marketing humor to
his own establishment. The original menus stated that
the restaurant was “south of the Park Theater and just
10,000 miles WEST of Tokyo, Japan” (though Menlo
Park is only 5,000 miles to the east). The menu also
proclaimed the Round Table pizza as “the World’s
Greatest” and “made with 7 different kinds of cheeses
flown to us directly from the moon!” Of course, that
was before the lunar landing a decade later.

The current Round Table building was constructed a
few years later at 1225, where Economy Barbers was
located. What used to be 1235 was demolished and is
now a parking lot. The style is Elizabethan Tudor but
is actually modeled after the Danish look of Solvang,
one of Bill’s favorite towns.

Bill Larson had sold 75% of his business in 1978 and
retired the following year in 1979, wishing he hadn’t
sold at all. He had nine children, most of whom
worked at Round Table, including son Bob, who was
cleaning tables at age 12. Bob went to Paly freshman
year but graduated from Gunn High School in 1981.
In 1987, he purchased the Menlo Park Round Table,
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The Round Table
By Bo Crane

Continued on page 4

Bill Larson
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which he still owns as well as the Colorado Avenue
pizza place in Palo Alto. Bob had his own kids
working there as well as his wife. One rainy after-
noon, Bob gave me an interview along with a
display of Round Table memorabilia.

Following the earthquake of October 17, 1989, the
Menlo Park restaurant was the only building around
with power and became a gathering place for the com-
munity to get a warm dinner and catch the news on TV.

Employees bought the business in 1998. Henry, Bill’s
father, died in 2004 at age 94. Two years later, Bill died
at age 73 in 2006. Five hundred and fifteen Round
Table restaurants, both franchises and corporate-

The Round Table (continued from page 3)

owned, exist in the seven Pacific Coast states, in-
cluding Nevada and Arizona, as well as in Dubai,
Bahrain and Mongolia, with plans to expand further
into the Mideast.

In the 1960s, the Round Table was one of three illus-
trious Menlo Park watering holes: the other two being
the Oasis, opened in 1934, and Magoo’s Pizza Parlor,
where the Grateful Dead, then the Warlocks, first
played on May 5, 1965. Magoo’s is now Harvest
Furniture, 639 Santa Cruz Avenue, and who knows
what the recently closed Oasis will become? But
Round Table lives on! m

The menu also proclaimed

the Round Table pizza

as “the World’s Greatest”

and “made with 7 different

kinds of cheeses flown to us

directly from the moon!”
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he year 2018 will contain the centennial of troopsTbeing shipped overseas from Menlo Park’s Camp
Fremont to Vladivostok, Russia and Paris, France,
both as The Great War (WWI) had stalemated.

In March 1918, Russia's Bolshevik government signed
a peace treaty with Germany. This treaty left a contin-
gent of Czechs and Slovaks, called the Czechoslovak
Legion, fighting in eastern Russia. The Legion had
joined the Allies in an attempt to gain independence
from the Austro-Hungarian Empire, which they would
achieve at the end of October, proclaiming an inde-
pendent Czechoslovakia. To protect the safe return of
the Czech Legion, President Woodrow Wilson sent
5,000 troops in September 1918 from the 8th Division
stationed at Camp Fremont to Vladivostok, Siberia. 

Heavy fighting meanwhile continued on the Western
Front in the areas of the Marne and later the Argonne.
Troops from the 8th Division were sent to New Jersey
from where they embarked for France October 30,
1918. Before they could see action, an armistice was
declared on November 11, 1918. The 8th Division's
new orders were to build French camps for the gather-
ing of U.S. troops preparing to return home.

That was the end of the fighting but not the war. The
Germans did not evacuate Belgium until December 1.
A couple weeks later on December 18, Camp Fremont
was shut down, with materials to be salvaged and
buildings sold at auctions, including what is now the
second story of the Oasis restaurant, now closed, and
the MacArthur Park restaurant.

On May 13, 1938, an
Act was passed by
Congress declaring
November 11 each
year to be known as
Armistice Day, set
aside to honor veter-
ans of the Great War.
Earlier in March
1938, Nazi Germany
had annexed Austria,
part of circumstances that would soon undo the
Armistice of 1918, eventually leading to WWII and
changing the holiday's name to Veterans Day. 

In the meantime however, that November 1938, Menlo
Park celebrated the new holiday commemorating the
20th anniversary of the November 11 Armistice Day
with a parade honoring those who served and a dedi-
cation of Fremont Park. Former President Herbert
Hoover addressed the gathering.

World War I and Camp Fremont 1918
By Bo Crane

Stay tuned for an MPHA event to be held this
year on Sunday, November 11, in connection with

the 100th
anniversary of
the Armistice
and the 80th
anniversary of
the dedication
of Fremont
Park. m
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n Saturday, May 12, 2018, Bo Crane, MPHAO Board of Director’s Secretary, led a tour through
Menlo Park’s downtown business district not only
describing how various streets were named but inter-
esting history of a few long time local businesses.
Susie Ryan of the former Menlo Hardware Store and
Martha Lancestremere, daughter of the former owners
of the French Laundry (now Peninou) attended the
tour, adding additional history. After a stop at Ann’s
Coffee Shop, founded 1946, the tour proceeded to the
original location of the Menlo Park Gates, about fifty
yards south of where Menlo Avenue intersects with
El Camino Real.

On Saturday, May 19, 2018, Bo conducted a tour of
Holy Cross Cemetery. This was the Fifth Annual tour
sponsored by MPHA. About 20 persons attended,
learning about many of the “Who’s Who” not only of
Menlo Park but of our area including Faxon Atherton’s
two daughters as well as Palo Alto’s Juan Briones. A
four page recap of approximately 50 gravesites was
provided. Holy Cross Cemetery is Menlo Park’s only
cemetery, dating back to 1876 prior to being acquired
by the Roman
Catholic Church
in 1883. m

MPHA Annual May Tours Recap

MPHA’s book, The
Streets of Menlo
Park / Origins of
Street Names, is
available from the
MPHA Office at
the main library for
$20 or $27 by mail.
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Comments on The Black Squirrels article
April-June Issue of the Gate Post

The Gate Post welcomed confirmation or repudiation of the legend of
the Black Squirrels. The following are two comments made by members
of MPHA:

In the 60’s the answer to this question was stated that the squirrels were Russian and part of
a breeding experiment at Stanford. When the tests ended, the living were released. Clearly
there are several explanations, but it is agreed that they are not native.

—Herbert Stone

Dear MPHA,

In the early 1950’s a friend of mine went to San Mateo Junior College. He was in a San
Mateo County History class headed by Dr. Stanger. His term paper was to choose anything
within the County to research and create a term paper. He chose the Flood Estate.

His reason for choosing the Flood Estate was that his mother, born in Menlo Park in 1901,
had spent many fun times at the estate picnicking, swimming, etc. She had many original
pictures of home, family and grounds. Needless to say, his paper won first prize.

In creating his term paper, he was able to interview many “Old Timers,” friends of his mother.
One person he chose was the groundkeeper’s son who grew up on the estate and lived in the
Gate House. The man shared many, many interesting adventures and happenings on the estate.
One of his remembrances was the black squirrel. He told my friend that in one of many trips
abroad, Mr. Flood visited Russia. It was there he saw his first siting of a black squirrel. He
arranged to have a large amount of black squirrels delivered to his estate, which was massive
at the time, and turned them loose to frolic in his oak trees and lush vegetation. 

So that story is another version of The Black Squirrels.
—from “a gal who thought you might enjoy” 

I would enjoy meeting the lovely lady who sent MPHA this letter.
Please contact Lydia Cooper at either our email address, mphistorical@yahoo.com,

or leave me a message at either (650) 330-2522 or (650) 327-7556. m
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Menlo Park, CA 94025-3445
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www.facebook.com/menloparkhistorical
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing

Sinnott & Co. Architecture & Construction

Stanford Park Nannies

Waldo Graphics

Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

Keith Willig Landscape Architecture, Inc.

for your contributions and
dedication to our local history.

Welcome to Our New Members

Doug Cannon
Mary Ergas
Nancy Lund

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND

July 2, 2018 Show & Tell
Main Library at 7pm
The Streets of Menlo Park

August 4, 2018 Victorian Days Tour

August 16, 2018 Menlo Park Block Party

 


