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• November 6, 1769 – The Gaspar
de Portola expedition camped on
the north bank of San Francisquito
Creek across from twin tall red-
wood trees, now at the southeast
end of Alma Street

• November 23, 1853 – The Cali-
fornia Land Commission validated
the 1835 grant designating Rancho
de las Pulgas to the Arguello family,
allowing the family to sell property
from San Mateo Creek to San Fran-
cisquito Creek, including what
would become Menlo Park

• August 1854 – Dennis Oliver and
Daniel M. Glynn painted August 1854
over their Menlo Park Ranch gate

• September 14, 1863 – Menlo
Park Villa Association map was
drawn with 253 lots. Louis Golder

Happy Birthday Menlo Park
By Bo Crane

owned lots 188-191 on which
he allowed a railroad stop while
building his Menlo Park Hotel
next door

• March 23, 1874 – Menlo Park
becomes the second incorporated
city in San Mateo County, behind
Redwood City, the county seat.
The incorporation was for the
purposes of raising funds for road
repairs, all dirt roads. After the
roads were fixed, the incorporation
was allowed to lapse

• November 23, 1917 (90 years
ago this year) – Menlo Park was re-
incorporated, this time permanently.
Dr. Alfred E. Blake, a dentist, was
elected mayor. Lawyer James T.
O’Keefe was made city attorney and
John Ryan, owner of Menlo Park
Hardware, was city treasurer. m

Menlo Park has several birthdays, including this year’s:
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opefully many of you had an opportunity toH participate in some of MPHA’s summer events.  

For all of June, we displayed World War I posters and
memorabilia, honoring Camp Fremont, in the glass cases
within the entrance to the Main Library. Later that month,
the Kavanaugh-Smith family once again hosted the Ice
Cream Social under the beautiful oak trees near the
Library, this year in memory of long-time MPHA
member and supporter, the late Lil Kavanaugh.

MPHA was asked to speak on Friday, July 28, before
a crowd of over a hundred persons at the Menlo Park
Veteran’s Hospital, including veterans, on the History
of Menlo Park in connection with the 100th anniver-
sary of Camp Fremont founding in 1917. MPHA sec-
retary, Bo Crane gave a brief talk, following Menlo
Park mayor, Kirsten Keith, and preceding Barbara
Wilcox, author of The Story of Camp Fremont. 

On the following Saturday, August 5, MPHA led a walk-
ing tour of sixty-five persons from the railroad depot
past several landmark structures on Oak Grove and
Ravenswood Avenues. The month also offered MPHA
more public interaction at the August 16th Block Party
on Santa Cruz Avenue, with freshly printed pamphlets
touting Menlo Park’s 90th anniversary of incorporation.

President’s Remarks
By Jim Lewis

We may be squeezed into our office at the Main Library
but we strive to be out and about in the community.
Each summer gives us lots of opportunity to do so. 

Please note the enclosed flyer announcing the annual
meeting scheduled on November 19th. Once again Carmen
Blair will be the keynote speaker. Should be a lively
talk on bootlegging on the Peninsula during Prohibition.
Menlo Park had its fair share of bootleggers. m

‘ s Michael says, if his father’s 1921 Ford had notA died when he reached Menlo Park in 1929, he
would not be here today. 

His father John immigrated from
Transylvania, Hungary, in 1921
to Detroit. John, having gotten
no farther west, worked for
Tony’s Taxi in Menlo Park.   

His mother, Kathleen (Hallissey)
Demeter, immigrated from
County Cork, Ireland in 1927
and worked as an upstairs maid
for Mr. and Mrs. Augustus Taylor.
John and Kathleen married in
1935 and Michael was born in
Menlo Park in 1939.

He attended St. Joseph’s School in Menlo Park,

followed by Bellarmine College Prep, and graduated
from the University of San Francisco in 1961.

He join the U.S. Navy in 1962, assigned to OCS at
Newport, RI. He was commissioned Ensign in 1962,
promoted to Lt jg in 1964 serving on the USS Somers
DD947 as Main Propulsion Officer. Later he was
promoted to Chief Engineer of the Somers from 1964
to 1967 when he was released from Active Duty.

In 1968 he worked in the family businesses: Palo Alto-
Menlo Park Yellow Cab Co., Peninsula Transit Lines,
Peninsula Charter Lines. After the companies were sold
by 2014, Michael continued managing Demeter Properties.

In 1975 Michael married Barbara Precissi, had two
children, John and Angela, and seven grandchildren.
Barbara passed away in January 2014.  In March 2015,
Michael married Josephine Sinclair, who has one
daughter, Natalie. m

Meet Your New Board Member Michael Demeter

Lil Kavanaugh Bo Crane



October – December 2017 THE GATE POST

everal trees have been planted in Menlo ParkS honoring its citizens. Where the walkway leads
from the parking lot to the Menlo Children’s Center,
formerly the Police Station, is a huge redwood tree
and plaque dedicated to William C. Mills, 1936-1970.

Bill Mills was in the first graduating Menlo-Atherton
High School Class (1954).  Married in 1961, Bill and his
bride, Connie Wyant of Burlingame, lived in the house
Bill’s father had built and where he was raised. Bill went
to work as a fireman and then joined the police depart-
ment. He died at 34 of a rare and untreatable disease,
leaving Connie with two boys, who later graduated
from M-A, married and have children of their own.
Connie at the time of her husband’s death was also a
city employee, working at the library. After 37 years
of service to Menlo Park—longer than her husband’s
life span. She retired in 2004, a widow for a second
time, having remarried to another police officer. 

The attached black & white photo is of a redwood
tree being planted in 1970 by his widow, Constance
Mills along with Police Chief Vic Cizanckas and City

Manager Mike Bedwell,
both no longer with us.

It’s been almost 50 years since
Bill Mills passed away. The
fellow officers and employees
who knew her husband are
mostly gone but the tree and
the honor shown him remain large, a reminder of one
whose time with his family and serving our city was
cut short. m

Officer William C. Mills
By Bo Crane

A Fond Farewell
Since 1991, Anne DeCarli has volunteered for MPHA.
Anne first began helping Ruth O’Shea, President at
that time, to find a computer for maintaining the
archives, membership records, and address labels.
Through the years she has continued processing new
donations and keeping the system up to date. She and
Kathy Restaino (our archivist) made a great pair keep-
ing order in the office making sure others were trained
in working with the various database programs.
Now that can be a
challenge at times.  

We will miss you
Anne but know
that you will have
a wonderful time
hiking, traveling,
and attending con-
certs at Stanford.
Please keep in
touch. m

A New
Adventure

On August 1, 2017 Ester
Bugna announced her res-
ignation from the  MPHA
Board of Directors after
serving for over 10 years.
As she informed the Board:
“It is time for me to move
onto other community and
personal endeavors.”  She
was recently elected to the Library Commission
which will keep her busy dealing with a library
rebuild.  Ester, who was born and raised in Menlo
Park, remains a very enthusiastic and loyal member
of MPHA. 

Thank you Ester for your years of service on the
Board and look forward to seeing you at our events.
You will be missed. mAnne & Paul DeCarli
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he confluence of Stanford University and CampT Fremont set in motion what would fifteen years
later become the Best Picture at the Academy Awards.
Ken Kesey, a grad student studying creative writing at
Stanford, was told by Vic Lovell, a Perry Lane neigh-
bor, about drug experiments being run at the Veterans
Administration Hospital (VA) off Willow Road.
The VA was the successor to the Camp Fremont Base
Hospital, built at the same Willow Road location 100
years ago for World War I soldiers training at the Army
camp established in town. 

Graduating from the University of Oregon, Kesey
came to Stanford in 1958, having eloped with his high
school sweetheart two years earlier. The couple set up
a home on what then called Perry Lane, “a cluster of
two-room cottages with weathery wood shingles in an
oak forest” (Tom Wolfe’s book, The Electric Kool-Aid
Acid Test). The residents of Perry Lane lived with
doors unlocked, sharing cheap wine, wearing sandals
and making runs to San Francisco’s cool North Beach.
The Keseys were already living on the lane in #9
when Anne DeCarli, a long time member and office
volunteer of the Menlo Park Historical Association,
and her late husband, Paul, bought #13 in 1960. The
DeCarli couple quickly saw that Kesey was “Mr.
Party,” as Anne recalls.

In the 1950s, the CIA engaged in secret experiments
on mind control using human subjects, illegally, to
develop drugs in order to induce confessions. Kesey
followed Lovell, later a psychiatrist, in signing up for

$75.00. Besides peyote and mescaline, one of the drugs
was lysergic acid diethylamide, or LSD, formulated in
1938 to treat depression (and not outlawed until 1967).

After his time as a test subject, Kesey took a job as a
night attendant at the VA, where many veterans with
neuropsychiatric disorders were treated. After talking
to patients, many under the influence of hallucino-
genic drugs, and making his own observations about
how the hospital was run, in 1962 Kesey published
One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest, which became a
movie starring Jack Nicholson that swept the 1976
Academy Awards. Stanford’s writing center’s director
at the time was Wallace Stegner and one of Kesey’s
classmates was Larry McMurtry, later author of
Lonesome Dove as well as Terms of Endearment,
which won the 1984 Oscar also for Best Picture.
(Interesting enough, Jack Nicholson won an Oscar
for each movie and both films won best adaptive
screenplay awards for writers other than Kesey
and McMurtry.)

Perry Avenue, as it was retitled in 1962, is still there,
within an unincorporated San Mateo County triangle
between Menlo Park boundaries but the cottages are
gone. In 1963, Kesey’s #9 along with two others
down to the corner were all demolished. After a night
of bacchanalia and bonfire, the Keseys moved away to
La Honda and a whole new level of indulgence. The
cleared Perry Lane lots sat forlornly empty in 1963
until three modern houses were eventually built, now
with four-digit addresses. The rest of the street retains

Cuckoo’s Nest
By Bo Crane

Veterans Administration Building off Willow Road ca. 1960
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the throwback single num-
bers on replacement houses
for the old cottages.

As Anne DeCarli drove past
the tree in January 2005, the
oak toppled over with a loud
crack from root rot, catching
overhead wires on the way
down. A smaller oak was
replanted by the Perry
Avenue and University Park
Friends. Some wanted to call
it the Kesey Tree but others
didn’t want to re-conjure the
craziness. The plaque at the
oak’s base now reads “The
Perry Tree.” Anne and her
husband moved out in 2008.

After release in 1966 from
the San Mateo County jail
for marijuana possession,
Kesey retreated to his prop-
erty in Oregon’s Willamette
Valley, withdrawing from
scene he helped inspire, going
in seven years from a drug-test subject to a withdrawn
farmer, with appearances for largely nostalgia’s sake
in-between. He passed away in 2001. Ten  years later,
his wife and widow, Faye, age 76, married her

deceased husband’s former Stanford creative writing
classmate, Larry McMurtry, age 74. Kesey once
claimed to be too young to be a beatnik and too old
to be a hippie. His Menlo Park experience spanned

two ends of the cultural spectrum, from
the VA by 101 to the Bohemian enclave
in west Menlo. The two Menlo Park
locations are at opposite ends of town,
like the poetic lines containing his
book’s title: “One flew east / One flew
west / One flew over the cuckoo’s nest.” 

All the Menlo Park VA buildings
from the Kesey era are gone. Veterans
of subsequent wars still are treated at
the VA, once the locale that inspired
one of most honored Hollywood
movies of all time by a celebrated
writer who burned hot during his
six years, 1958-1963, spent within
Menlo Park m
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Menlo Gates Map
by Jym Clendenin

This hand-drawn, not-to-scale map of Menlo
Park dates from 1900-06. At that time there
was no Menlo Avenue. Santa Cruz Ave
ended at El Camino Real. On the other side
was Golder Lane leading to the former
Golder Hotel, built to service the Depot.
The map shows the location of the Menlo
Gates (completed in 1855). These Gates
had “Menlo Park” painted across the
wooden arch, giving the town its name.
Ravenswood Ave was originally aligned
with the Gates which were about as far from
Santa Cruz Ave as Oak Grove Ave is in the
other direction. The Gates were destroyed
by a speeding car in 1922. In the late 1970s,
Ravenswood was realigned to match Menlo
Avenue. Now MPHA has organized a project
to reproduce the Gates, which will be in-
stalled in the Civic Center area as a historic
symbol of the city’s origin.

For more information, visit
https://sites.google.com/site/mphistorical/
home/menlo-gates .
And please contribute to this project at
https://www.gofundme.com/menlogates
or send your contribution directly to MPHA
at 800 Alma St, Menlo Park 94025 m

Menlo Park Plaque No. 2
By Jym Clendenin

With the end of WWII, the Federal Government de-
commissioned Dibble Hospital, which had occupied
the old Hopkins estate. The City of Menlo Park was
able to purchase a 25 acre tract with the Dibble property
lying between Ravenswood Ave and newly created
Burgess Dr and between Laurel and Alma Sts to build a
Civic Center for the City. While the City Administration
and City Council met in one of the old Dibble buildings,
bonds were sold by the City enabling the sequential
construction of a library, a police station and finally a
recreation center. Fearing the residents would not tolerate
another bond issue, the City created the City of Menlo Park Civic Center Corporation in 1968 issue its own bonds
to construct the civic center (and council chambers) that were completed in 1970. The city made annual payments
to the Corporation until its debt to the Corporation was finally retired in 1994. Menlo Park Plaque No. 2 commem-
orates the transfer of ownership from the Civic Center Board to the City of Menlo Park on October 22, 1994. m
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Fun Facts
About

Menlo Park

• Menlo Park first incorporated in
1874 for road improvements and
then incorporation lapsed in 1876.

• Santa Cruz Avenue was once a two lane, dirt road
leading away from businesses lining El Camino Real.

• When Menlo Park was incorporated for the second time
in 1927, its population was a few hundred persons

less than the number of students who attend Menlo-
Atherton High School today (about 2,500).

• Bootlegging was a thriving business during the Prohibition
years, 1920-1933. In 1928, bootleggers tried to recall Menlo
Park’s first mayor for clamping down on their moonshine
business.

• Ken Kesey lived on Perry Lane in Menlo Park and
volunteered for drug tests at the Veterans Administration
Hospital.

• Round Table Pizza started in 1959 in Menlo Park.

• The Train Station, Nativity Church and the Gatehouse are
on the National Registry of Historical Places.

• State Historical Landmark #2 is on the Menlo Park side
of San Francisquito Creek near the end of Alma Street,
designating where the Portola Expedition camped in 1769.

• El Camino was once referred to as The Highway.

• Until Stanford Shopping Center opened in 1955, major
shopping took place in downtown Palo Alto.

• Hanna Boys Center (now in Sonoma, California) was
located on Middle Avenue from 1945-1949. m

Jerry Garcia once lived
off Alameda de las Pulgas in west

Menlo Park. His band, the Warlocks (prior to naming
it The Grateful Dead), played at Magoo’s Pizza Parlor

on Santa Cruz Avenue.
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.
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Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing
Stanford Park Nannies

Waldo Graphics
Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

for your contributions and
dedication to our local history.

Menlo Park
Historical Association

Annualmeeting
Sunday, November 19, 2017

2:00 pm, Lower Level
Menlo Park Library

Prohibition in San Mateo County

Speaker: Carmen Blair
Deputy Director

San Mateo Historical Association

Thank You to
Our Newest Members

Karin Baye
Rory & Lisa Fuerst

Al Landi
Marlowe Savelle


