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o complaints from our guests whoNdefinitely enjoyed dinner at Trellis
Restaurant. Between the wonderful food
and ambiance, a crowd of 47 members and
guests kept the evening lively. 

Our roving photographer managed to capture
a few happily reminiscing of Menlo past.
We saw new faces this year: Emile Bourdet,
Bobbie and Joe Carcione, John Conway,
Jo English, Ann and George Treadwell.

— ANNUAL DINNER —

Another Memorable Event

Jeanne Weseloh & Mike  Demeter

Bobbie & Joe Carcione

Bobbie Carcione, Michael Demeter,
Mary Smith, Rosie Yob were winners
of the drawing. Yep, Rosie did it again.
Fifth time attending the dinner, fifth time
she has won. She does have mystical
powers!!! I keep asking to share her
secret, but she just smiles.

We thank you all for making MPHA’s
Annual Dinner another memorable
event. Hope to see you next year. m

Jo English &
Frank Helfrich

Don & Mary Smith
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he year 2017 marks the 45th year for the Menlo Park Historical Association.T During that time, history has been made in Menlo Park in many ways. We
are proud of our heritage and look forward to providing to the community a vari-
ety of activities worthy of their membership in our association.

This year promises to continue this tradition in a robust way. Beginning in January,
the Board of Directors met to discuss goals for the year. Shifting through a plethora
of goals and establishing priorities has been an annual event for many years. Fast
forward to March 2017, the Association once again provided an Annual Dinner,
this year at the Trellis Restaurant, attended by approximaately 50 members. 

March is also known for St. Patrick’s Day. Our sub-group known as Two Menlos
gave an update to the Menlo Park City Council, including both a two minute video
from the Mayor of Galway, Ireland, along with a musical rendition from a profes-
sional violin player and singer.

In May, the Association will be offering the Fourth Annual tour of Menlo Park’s only
cemetery, the Holy Cross Cemetery, located on Santa Cruz Avenue, near Avy Avenue.
It has been a sold out event for years. The cemetery dates back over 100 years,
with many of the “who’s who” of Menlo Park. We invite you and folks you know
to attend the event to find out who they are.

In June we look forward to being a part of the annual Menlo Park Block Party held
on Santa Cruz Avenue, along with hosting the annual Ice Cream Social, under the
magnificent oak trees. 

The above activities are a sample of what is planned. Stay tuned, as much more is in
the pipeline for the balance of the year, which we will update you in the next Gate
Post newsletter. Until then, thanks for being a part of our group. We are looking
forward to providing services to you and the community for many more years.m

Thank you for renewing
your 2017 membership!

Frances Albrecht, George
Andrews, Diane Bader, Amy
Baggott, Jim Bigelow, Richard
Blach, David & Cheryl
Bogart*, Lynne Bramlett,
Michael Brassea, Frances
Bryner, Ollie Brown*, Bob &
Tana Budelli, Dick & Robyn
Budelli, Guido Budelli*, Leta
Beth Bunnenberg, Bernadette
Callahan, Mrs. Frank Carney,
Tom & Sharyl Carter, Jym
Clendenin, Marion Compston,
Lydia Dioli Cooper, Bo Crane,
Mary Dahlberg, Michael
Doherty, Dr. Jo English,
Wallace Eshleman, Mel Froli,
Jeanne Gary, Al & Theresa
Genevro, Gene & Joy
Giannotti, Edward Graham,
Roger Guy, Gerry Hanley,
Peter Hart, Philip Helfrich,
Patty Hjelm, Therese Hjelm,
Mrs. Harold Hoss, Colin &
Carrie Jenkins, Barry Johnson,
Alanna Kennedy, Resa King,
Alex & Judith Komoroske*,
Sandy Lee, Jim Lewis, Linda
Lorenzetti, Norma Lyle, Robert
McCarthy, Joanna Martin,
Barbara Mason, Carol Massard,
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Matthews,
Susan Morey Mein, Frank
Merrill, Fred & Kayleen Miller,
Patrick Moran, Diane Morey,
Martha Morey*, Frank Morris,
Joseph Merkert, Sandra Pachaud,
Jack Parkhouse, Caroline Pease,
Patricia Penning, Elena Lyn
Reese, Maryann Robbiano,
Dennis Ronberg, Mr. & Mrs.
Rud Scholz, Stanford Park
Nannies, Marjorie & Herbert
Stone, Elizabeth Taft, Melinda
Tevis, Cecilia Tomei, Ann
Classen Treadwell, Frank Vitale,
Sandy Walker, Tom Watson,
Betty Williams, Lowell Wolfe,
Gil Workman, Ralph &
Rosie Yob.

AND THANKS TO ALL
OUR LIFE MEMBERS.

*Renewed as Life Memberm

President’s Remarks
By Jim Lewis

Happy 103rd to Lou Matas
By Lydia Dioli Cooper

n January 31, the scene at Harry’s HofbrauO was very lively and cheerful. And why not? Not
many can boast about celebrating a 103rd birthday.
And there was Lou surrounded by over 40 of his
friends and family to applaud him on this milestone
event. Even the Los Trancos Woods Community
Marching Band and the Golden Tones singers added to the celebration. Lou, who has lived in
Atherton for over 46 years (see the July 2016 edition of the Gate Post) and a long-time member
of MPHA, told me that he is looking forward to his 104th. I was also told that Lou’s driver’s
license had been renewed, until he reaches the age of 107. Although he needed a cataract opera-
tion, that didn’t stop him from going down to the DMV. After the operation, he passed the eye

exam and written test. Watching
and talking to him tonight, I don’t
doubt that he will be around for
his 104th. Way to go, Lou!!!

But Lou, I do have one request:
When do I get to ride in your
1929 Model A?m

Monica Moody, Lou, Patricia  Toole

 



ellie Moulton passed away in May 1917 at age 62N as her daughter Phyllis and son-in-law Charles
Merrill were raising their own family. The couple had
one daughter followed by five sons. In the middle of
the pack, Frank Moulton Merrill was born in 1916.

With some 27,000 troops coming to town, which was
still unincorporated, Charles Holbrook Merrill saw a
real estate business opportunity. On August 15, 1917,
Charles and his wife, Phyllis Moulton Merrill, submit-
ted a Merrill Subdivision map to San Mateo County,
as Menlo Park was not yet incorporated. Construction
had begun on Camp Fremont three weeks earlier as
the U.S. was entering WWI. The Merrills mapped
commercial lots 1-32 between the Southern Pacific
Railroad property and the State Highway (now El
Camino Real), and between Ravenswood Ave. and
Santa Cruz Ave. The subdivision’s only road was
named Merrill Ave. 

With enough soldiers nearby to form the peninsula’s
biggest town and distanced from San Francisco by an
expensive train ticket, Merrill built The Fremont, a
theater on El Camino Real on a triple-sized lot oppo-
site Santa Cruz Ave. The theater showed silent movies
(Mary Pickford, Charlie Chapin, Theda Bara), plus
showcased vaudeville acts, all to the boisterous enjoy-
ment of the soldiers and anyone else around who paid
the 25 cents admission. Because of the flu epidemic of
1919 and the soldiers leaving town at the end of the
war, the theater’s attendance plummeted.  This caused
the Merrills to sell the theater in April 1920, a month
after Frank F. Moulton, Charles’s father-in-law, had
passed away at 73. 

The theater, which became an automotive garage, had
been designed by architect Nathaniel Blaisdell and
built by John McBain for $27,000. At the same time
in 1918, Blaisdell also designed and McBain also built
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The Merrills, Part II
A Continuation of the January – March, 2017 Issue of the Gate Post

By Bo Crane

Fremont Theatre, circa 1917
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a brick firehouse, costing $9,700, on three 25-foot
wide lots off then-named Merrill Ave., facing the
tracks. The new brick firehouse, given an address of
1077 Merrill Ave., replaced a smaller wooden one that
had been used by a volunteer fire department since
1915. Charles remained a patron of the Menlo Park
firemen for the rest of his life.

In Menlo Park, as elsewhere, avenues run perpendicular
to El Camino Real with the parallel direction reserved
for streets, roads and drives. As such, the block-long
Merrill Ave. became Merrill St., eventually jogging
past the depot station to connect with Oak Grove.
Today, the former Merrill Block contains Menlo Center,
which houses Café Borrone and Kepler’s Books, along
with other businesses. Mid-Peninsula Veterinary, co-
owned by MPHA Board member Carol Schumacher,
has been located at 1125 Merrill St. since 1963.

The former Bassett house on the corner of Glenwood
Ave. and Moulton Dr. where Charles and Phyllis lived
burned down in a spectacular fire in 1940, forcing the
couple to convert the Bassett carriage house at the
rear of the property into their living quarters. Phyllis
then began assembling the nearby collection of build-
ings that were due to be destroyed in the Depression
era. Phyllis pitched in the work, losing her wedding
ring in brick mortar, now part of the house at 64
Moulton Drive. 

In 1945 with WWII ending, Charles subdivided the
22-acre Moulton-Merrill estate into the 20-lot sub-
division called Merrill Manor, now within the town
of Atherton. Moulton Dr. and Bassett Ln. are the sub-
division’s two streets. While attending the University
of Washington, Frank met Genevieve Gay from
Themolpolis, Wyoming. After a decade of friendship,
they married in 1949 and moved to Menlo Park, living
on Fremont St. As a newlywed, Gen headed the
Menlo Park Community Chest Drive in 1950, soon
participating in other volunteer organizations. In
1952, the couple bought a home a 74 Moulton Dr.
that Charles and Phyllis had built on spec but was still
unsold. There they raised their two sons, Frank Jr. and
Mark. When Charles and Phyllis retired to Rossmoor
in 1965, Frank and Gen along with their sons moved
into the family home at 64 Moulton Dr.

Charles died in 1970 and Phyllis in 1974. When
Frank Sr. took ill in 1977, Gen formed Merrill Prop-
erties, a real estate company still located on Oak Grove
in Menlo Park, near the RR tracks, and served on
the Menlo Park Board of Realtors. Frank Sr. the first
President of the MPHA, organized in 1971, died
in 1980.

Before passing away in 1958, Olive Holbrook Palmer
dedicated the 1875 mansion that she inherited in 1926
to the town of Atherton. Gen Merrill became active
in preserving the Holbrook-Palmer property, as her
mother-in-law had been. The “Holbrook” name was also
connected to Gen’s father-in-law, Charles Holbrook
Merrill. The mansion burned in 1958 and was rebuilt
the following year but the 1897 Carriage House was
damaged and is now the Gen Merrill Carriage House,
named a year after Gen’s death in 1999. 

Frank and Gen’s two sons still live in Atherton with
Frank Jr. on Moulton Dr., off Glenwood Ave., just
past the Menlo Park boundary. The old family house
contains many dusty shelves of books and diaries
from the old days, presided over by Frank Jr., also a
member of MPHA. A 10-minute walk away is the
Menlo Park Train Station on Merrill St. once part of
the Merrill Block, mapped 100 years ago by his
grandfather, Charles Moulton Merrill. m

Bo Crane, member of MPHA, is the author of
The Life and Times of Dennis Martin
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he YMCA was founded in London. PresidentT Lincoln allowed YMCA volunteers to serve during
the Civil War. Active during the Spanish-American
War, the YMCA offered its support to President Wilson
for World War I. As such in July 1917, the YMCA
began constructing several buildings for Menlo Park’s
Camp Fremont.  Following the end of combat the
prior year, the Camp Fremont closed and buildings
were sold at auction. John (Giovanni) Beltramo, then
60, purchased one of the structures and installed it at
241 El Camino Real (ECR). He raised the building
so that a bottom story could be built underneath at
ground level. The Beltramo family continued living
on Glenwood Ave., where John had operated a wine
and spirits business since moving there. 

The upper story living quarters at 241 ECR was ini-
tially occupied by Clarence Genasci, who operated
an automotive garage on the bottom story along side
a plumbing store (owner unknown). Passing through
a Panama hotel on his honeymoon in 1932, Alex
learned that FDR had been elected. True to an election
promise, Prohibition was repealed the following year.
When Alex and Teresa returned to what was now their
residence at 241 El Camino, Alex converted the lower
story to a Beer Garden, with planks covering the
garage’s grease pit. As life had been dry so long, he

named his business The Oasis (as confirmed by Diana
Beltramo Hewitt following discussion with Alex, her
grandfather). However, the State licensing authority
began enforcing a California law that prohibited the
sale of any alcohol stronger than 3.2% alcohol within
11⁄2 miles of a college campus. Alex, now the family’s
head employer, explored the radius away from Stanford
and found an available auto garage business the right
distance north at 1540 ECR, just past Glenwood.
Alex moved the Wines and Spirits business from the
Glenwood store that his father, John, had been forced
to close in 1920 due to Prohibition. Converting the
garage in order to establish a bar and retail store, Alex
was awarded license #300 and soon opened a cocktail
lounge at the new location as well. (The lounge
was shut down in 1979 to allow the retail business
to expand.)

In late 1930s, the widening of El Camino Real reached
Menlo Park. Building frontages were trimmed back
with new curbs and sidewalks poured in front. The
Oasis bottom story was cut off by about 4 feet and on
a slight angle that can still be seen today along with a
garage door now tight to the sidewalk. 

Alexander’s sons John and Dan both grew up in the liv-
ing quarters above the Beltramo beer garden at 241 ECR.

The Oasis
By Bo Crane

1113 Camp Fremont: YMCA Building (1918)
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Tom Carter, a MPHA Director, was in the same
Central School class as John and used to visit the
brothers at their home above the Oasis. In 1946, Alex
sold the beer business to Archie Marshall but not the
building. 

John and Dan Beltramo both graduated from Stanford.
Each married a Rossotti sister, daughters of the former
owner of the Alpine Inn (formally Rossotti’s) in
Portola Valley. Of course, that meant that next gener-
ation of cousins shared the same set of grandparents.

In 1958, the building at 241 ECR came under a new
leased granted to Bernard and Doris Tougas, who had
left Alberta, Canada, and put up $1000 to begin their
ownership of the beer business. In 1987 as a sign of
the times, the “O” added pizza and salad to the stand-
by menu of beer, burgers, pretzels and salads. 18 new
parking spaces were also added.

John and Daniel Beltramo, each on either side of 80,
grandsons of the family patriarch born in Italy when
it was still the Kingdom of Sardinia, along with their
wives still own the Oasis building, now in a trust. An
oasis is defined as a watering hole as well as a place
of refuge. It seems like the Oasis has been there forever
as indicated by the deep carvings in the paneling. As it
turns out, the name is a few years shy of 60. But this
year, 2017, the building itself will be a 100 years old,
one of the few lasting relics from Camp Fremont. m

Alex Beltramo, Circa 1932
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HOLY CROSS CEMETERY TOUR 2017 RESERVATION FORM
THE TOUR IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 | NOT RECOMMENDED FOR CHILDREN

Number ____________________ @ $20 each Total Amount Enclosed $ ________________

Name:_____________________________________________________________ Guest: ________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________ Telephone:___________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to MENLO PARK HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
Send check and form to: MPHA, 800 Alma Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Back by popular demand...

FOURTH ANNUAL
HOLY CROSS CEMETERY TOUR 

SATURDAY, May 13, 2017
3:30 to 5:00pm

Because of the overwhelming success of MPHA’s sponsored tour of Holy Cross Cemetery,
Michael Svanevik has graciously accepted conducting another tour – Saturday, May 13, 2017.
Holy Cross Cemetery is Menlo Park’s only cemetery, dating back to the early 1860’s. This will
be an excellent opportunity to learn about the early history of Menlo Park and its inhabitants
from someone who has many stories to tell and some secrets. The cost of the tour is only $20
per person. Please see reservation form below and note that the tour is limited to the first
25 who have sent in their reservation.m

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM AND RETURN TO THE ASSOCIATION OFFICE WITH A $10 CHECK

MENLO GATES PROJECT
—HOW TO PARTICIPATE—

he goal of the Menlo Gates Project is to construct aTreplica of the original “Menlo Park” gate and erect it
near its original location on Ravenswood Avenue. We are
asking those who live in and love Menlo Park to fund the
construction and installation so that it can start on time
this summer. All donations to the Menlo Gates Project
will go directly to the cost of construction and installation.
The Menlo Gates Project has been created by the Menlo
Park Historical Association (MPHA).

For more information about MPHA, visit the MPHA
website at sites.google.com/site/mphistorical. Menlo Gates: artist’s conceptual rendering

CUT HERE



800 Alma Street, Lower Level
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3445
(650) 330-2522
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www.facebook.com/menloparkhistorical
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
Or Current Resident

Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing
Menlo Park Academy of Dance
Mid-Peninsula Animal Hospital

Stanford Park Nannies
Waldo Graphics

Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

for your contributions and
dedication to our local history.

CALENDAR of EVENTS

Third Annual Holy Cross Cemetery Tour
Saturday, May 13, 2017 

—See Reservation form on page 7—

San Mateo County History Museum
Discover Peninsula at War!

at the San Mateo County History Museum
Through February 4, 2019

Thank You to Our Newest Members:

Emil Bourdet
Janice Dasher Sweeney

—In Memoriam—

Andy Anstead
Long-time Member of MPHA

and Former Board Member


