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By Bernadette Callahan

armen Blair, Deputy Director of the San Mateo County Historical AssociationC (SMCHA), gave a lively presentation on the “Great Estates of the Peninsula”
on November 20, 2016 at MPHA’s annual meeting.

We learned about the early California millionaires who sought to impress their
neighbors with their grand Peninsula homes. Many of the great families who ran
the commerce, industry, and banking of the West from their San Francisco offices,
lived or had country retreats down on the Peninsula where they could relax, live a
healthier lifestyle and enjoy the great outdoors. It was their way of getting away
from the ‘hustle and bustle’ of San Francisco. The feeling was like ‘Europe on the
Peninsula.’ Because of the large acreage of the estates, residential lot development
was slow on the Peninsula.

In 1849 stagecoach service began and it took six to nine hours to go from San
Francisco to San Jose. It cost two ounces of gold or the equivalent of thirty-two
dollars for the trip. (Regular working people only earned one dollar a day at that time.)
By the 1850s the stagecoach cost decreased to two dollars. There were now around
500 people living on the Peninsula. In 1863 the San Francisco & San Jose Railroad
reached Menlo Park. In 1867 the
Southern Pacific Railroad acquired
the railroad and the Menlo Park train
station was built. The wealthy upper
class began commuting to San
Francisco from their grand estates.
There were two round trips per day.
By late 1800s early 1900s the wealthy
residents played polo, golf and social-
ized with like-minded people at the
Burlingame Country Club and the
Menlo Country Club.

Continued on page 2

The Great Estates of the Peninsula and Their Fate
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The Menlo Park Historical
Association wishes you
a very happy and healthy
2017. At this time, I would
like to introduce our newest
Board member, Carol
Schumacher. Please see her
bio below.

If you follow the Facebook
group “Do you remember
(the old Menlo Park),” you
will find a lot of yearning
for the “good old days,” the days of one’s
youth in a wonderful little Peninsula town.
Our local history association is dedicated to
preserving as much of the history of those
days (and the days before) as possible, given
the limitations of space and resources. We
have just completed another year of history
activities, made possible by an active Board
of Directors, additional very valuable volun-
teers and supported by you the members.
Of course we would like more members,
more space and ultimately a history museum.
That’s our “yearning!”

Meanwhile, having completed three years,
I have stepped down as president of the
association but will remain on the Board
supporting a fresh leader.m

President’s Message
Jim ClendeninAmong the grand homes discussed by Carmen

were the following:

KValparaiso Park c.1861. Summer home of
Gertrude and George Atherton. Mixed style. Atherton
(then Fair Oaks)

KAlmendral c.1860s. Home of Thomas Selby. Mixed
style. County Road (now El Camino Real), Atherton

KLinden Towers c.1880. Home of James Flood,
“The Silver King.” Mixed style (Wedding Cake).
600 acres/120 gardeners. Middlefield Road, Atherton

KThurlow Lodge/Sherwood Hall c.1870s. Home of
Milton Latham and then Timothy Hopkins. Italianate
& Second Empire. Ravenswood Avenue, Menlo Park.
Now only the estate’s Gate House remains.

KCarolands c.1914. You can still visit this home by a
lottery drawing. Beaux-Arts Classical. Pullman Road,
Hillsborough

KFiloli c.1917. Georgian Revival. Open to the Public.
Cañada Road, Woodside

What happened to these grand estates? Sadly, all of the
above and most of the others mentioned no longer exist.
They were either torn down or burned to the ground.
Some of the estates are still private residences, private
school or homes of historical nature and are open to the
public. If you yearn for more information about these
estates or others that Carmen talked about, you can visit
the archives of the SMCHA in Redwood City for free to
do further research, or contact MPHA for information
regarding the former local estates. m

Board Member – Carol Schumacher
arol B. Schumacher is a fifth generation Californian. Her family operated St. MatthewsC School for Boys in San Mateo for 50 years starting in 1870’s. She is currently an

owner of the Mid-Peninsula Animal Hospital, which has been serving pet owners in
Menlo Park since 1963. Ms. Schumacher is a member of the Executive Committee of the
International Society of Neurovascular Diseases, and a Director at the Annette Funicello
Research Fund for Neurological Diseases. She also serves on the Menlo Park Sister City
Committee. Carol is married with three adult children who all attended Menlo Park public
schools. Carol’s goals for MPHA in 2017 include fund raising for the Menlo Gates Project
and digitizing the MPHA oral history archives with a plan from the California State Library.
She has championed the long term goal of cultivating youth involvement in recording
and sharing the oral histories of Menlo Park’s living residents, in concert with the Menlo
Park library and schools.m

The Great Estates Continued from page 1



n April 6, 2016, I wasO lucky enough to join
Lydia Dioli Cooper and Dennis
Facchino for coffee at Peet’s
near Safeway. The two native
Menlo Parkians once lived
six houses from each other
on University Drive near
Draeger’s Market, which was
then apartments. Both their
houses were built by Italian
emigrant Egidio Bongio. Both
Lydia and Dennis were born
in the Hoover Pavilion, then
Palo Alto Hospital. Down Oak
Lane is the Italian-American
Social Club, the clubhouse
also built by Bongio. (See
Gate Post 2007 Vol. 1 by
Lydia Cooper.) Lydia has
remained in her family home
but Dennis now lives in Palo
Alto. In 1903, Dennis’s Italian
grandparents, Bernardo, a
shoemaker, and his wife,
Guiseppina, “Josie,” had sailed from Antwerp,
Belgium to New York City, journeying onto San Jose
where Josie’s brother was located and eventually where
the couple’s children, including Dennis’s father, John,
“Johnny,” were born.

Many reminisces of Menlo Park
refer to the “mysterious” Johnny’s
Smoke Shop on Oak Grove Avenue.
Dennis’s parents bought their Menlo
Park house new for $5,000 in 1935.
Johnny had co-owned a successful
pinball and vending machine com-
pany with Al Giannotti. Al went
off to WWII whereas Johnny was
declared unfit (F-4) due to child-
hood polio that gave him a slight
limp. After the war, Al began
developing local property while
Johnny used his profits to open a

nightclub in Los Angeles as
encouraged by his sharpster
associates. The venture required
weeks away from home with
occasional visits by train from
Rosetta, his wife, and eldest
son, Dennis while younger
brother, John Jr. remained at
home under family care.

The nightclub venture failed,
costing Johnny $40,000 as
reported in the San Mateo
Times, and by 1948 at age 39,
he was back in Menlo Park.
At a cigar and newsstand in
Redwood City on El Camino
Real owned by his pal Rocky,
Johnny had his first arrest,
pinched for bookmaking and
fined $300. Later that same year,
Johnny and Rosetta opened up
Johnny’s Smoke Shop in a
building rented from the Derry
Family, owners of the Feed &
Fuel across El Camino Real.

Both Johnny and Rosetta contributed to the success
of the business with Rosetta taking care of the small
restaurant counter making fresh sandwiches, pouring
five-cent cups of coffee and being stingy on the refills

to the heckling of her steady cus-
tomers. She was the glue that held
the business together. Johnny took
care of the register. When Dennis was
available to run the place, his father
would play some Gin Rummy in
the back coming out with a $20
bill for his son if he won (which
for a high schooler in the early 50s
is like a $150 today!)

In 1956, Johnny was again arrested
for bookmaking. He pleaded not
guilty based on illegal search but
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Coffee with Lydia and Dennis
By Bo Crane

Continued on page 4

Rosetta and Johnny Facchino

In 1974, a jury
found Johnny
Not Guilty,

and the
Smoke Shop

was never
raided again.
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was found guilty in August. Two weeks later, Dennis,
having just turned 18, joined the army and was even-
tually stationed in Germany, where he married and
visited his northern Italian roots with his German
wife on their honeymoon.

In February 1968, Johnny was arrested in a phone
booth on El Camino Real—his shop didn’t have a
phone—caught possessing bets for Bay Meadows
and Santa Anita tracks. (Horse racing was the only
thing for which he ever booked.) Johnny’s was close
to Foster’s Freeze, which meant both places were
hangouts for teenagers.

Frank Merrill, M-A class of ’68, recalled seeing the
midweek arrest, including Johnny’s refusal to open
the door, forcing the annoyed police to have to pry it
open only to have Johnny then toss his betting slips in
the air. The same day, the owners of the Menlo Shoe
Shop and the Exclusive Barbershop, both businesses
on Santa Cruz Avenue, were arrested as well, tying up
14 patrolmen for the three raids. That was Menlo
Park’s major crime event until October when M-A
erupted in a race riot and, a few days later, a hatchet
was thrown through Kepler’s bookstore window with
the note: “First Chairman Mao. Then Kepler.”

*In 1974, the police wired an informant to go into
the Smoke Shop. Not only was the tape quality lousy
but also the informant later split for Las Vegas as the
case came to trial. The jury took an hour-and-a-half
to return a verdict of Not Guilty and the Smoke Shop
was never raided again.

Johnny, now 66, was sentenced to serve 30 days in
the county jail (never prison) in early 1975 for having
assaulted (without battery) a sheriff’s investigator a
couple years prior before he had retired from the Smoke
Shop. Diagnosed with lung cancer in September, he
died on December 7 (without serving the sentence as
Dennis recalls). Rosetta, lived another 30 years in the
house on University Drive, tending her garden in front,
visited often by her sons Dennis and John along with
grandchildren. Dennis, who had eventually remarried,
moved to Palo Alto from Los Gatos. Lydia remained
Rosetta’s neighbor just down the street.

Today you can find off-track betting on-line as well
as at casinos. Before pari-mutuel betting, bookmakers
faced the uncertainty of bettors not paying up or
having to cover a lopsided ledger. The instances of
Johnny getting busted by the police a handful of times
in twenty-six years was traumatic for his small family.

Johnny’s younger son, John, living in Madera County,
passed away last year, leaving Dennis as the sole sur-
vivor of the once young family on University Drive.
Dennis has his own family, children, grand and great-
grandchildren. For a few moments over coffee, he
was drawn back into the old neighborhood, recalling
names that he probably had not discussed with former
neighbors in the last 60 years, schoolmates from St.
Joseph’s who went onto Bellarmine for the boys and
Sacred Heart and Notre Dame for girls. 

Since 2000, many of the old names have disappeared:
Benzo, Franco, Prandi, even Monsignor Edwin
Kennedy of St. Raymond’s (died 2002). At Peet’s this
afternoon, two from the houses of Dioli and Facchino
were brought together once more.s born is long gone
but he found his way back home.m

COFFEE WITH LYDIA AND DENNIS Continued from page 3

Dennis Facchino
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rank Moulton Merrill was one of the founders of the Menlo ParkF Historical Association and served as its first president. A framed
photo of Frank is hung on the wall in the MPHA office, called the Frank
M. Merrill History Room. Recently, Gate Post correspondent Bo Crane
met with his son, Frank M. Merrill Jr., at the family home on Moulton
Drive. With background information provided by Frank, also a personal
friend and a former rugby teammate, along with information from other
sources, the following is the first part of the story of the Merrills.

Ambrose Merrill was born in 1808 in Hallowell, Maine, one of ten children.
He had an older brother Thomas Jefferson Merrill and a younger one,
George Washington Merrill. Ambrose went into the stove and tin ware
trade. In 1850 he arrived in California and with four partners, set up a
hardware business in Sacramento as J. D. Lord & Co., using one of the
partner’s names. Also in 1850, Charles Holbrook, 20 years old and of
New Hampshire, journeyed to California. Unsuccessful as a miner, he
joined an iron merchant company in Sacramento. In 1854, he joined
J. D. Lord & Co. and in 1858 was made a partner. Meanwhile, Ambrose
bought out some of the other partners and with the retirement of Mr. Lord
in 1865, the business became Holbrook, Merrill & Co. Ambrose’s son,
John Francis Merrill, born in 1841, left this employment in Boston for
the healthier climate out west, joining the firm. In 1867, Ambrose died
unexpectedly in Sacramento. Two years later the business opened in
San Francisco.

In 1874, John F. Merrill married Mary Sroufe, 19 years old, born in
El Dorado County. Her family had traveled west by prairie schooner
from Ohio in 1850. Her father became a successful merchant in
San Francisco.

John and Mary named their son Charles Holbrook Merrill, born in 1884,
doing honor to Charles Holbrook, John’s father’s business partner. 

On April 19, 1906, the day after the earthquake, John and Mary had
given refuge to some thirty persons in their home on the east side of
Van Ness. However, they were told to evacuate as houses on that side
of the street were soon to be dynamited to prevent the spread of fire.
As president of the local Red Cross, Mary, nicknamed Muzzy, became
even more active with earthquake relief. 

John served on the Committee of 50 following the 1906 earthquake.
When he died in 1912, the Sausalito News stated (October 5, 1912):
“San Francisco’s history contains no more honorable record for
business integrity, industry and charity than John F. Merrill’s.”

The Merrills, Part I
By Bo Crane

Frank Moulton Merrill 

Frank Merrill , Jr.

Continued on page 6
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Like so many wealthy San Franciscans of that era, John
and Muzzy established a second home on the peninsula.
The Merrills found property in Fair Oaks, as Atherton
was then called, near their son, Charles, who was
attending Stanford. The 1906 earthquake shook Charles
out of his bed at his Stanford fraternity house.

Muzzy remained active in San Francisco society. She
served as director of the city’s YWCA, also patron-
ized by Phoebe Apperson Hearst. The committee on
which the two headed secured land for the YWCA in
Pacific Grove that became Asilomar. The first build-
ing, built in 1913, was named Hearst Hall. Muzzy
became Asilomar’s first director. Upon her death in
1924, she donated $25,000 to Asilomar, which was
used to build Merrill Hall which is the lodge designed
by Julia Morgan. 

In 1906, Phyllis Moulton, nineteen, was living with
her family while their home was being built on
Atherton Avenue. Phyllis was born in December 1887
to Frank Fielding Moulton and Nellie Phyllis Staples
Pierce Moulton, both natives of San Francisco. With
their daughter not doing well in the city’s wet climate,

the young couple moved full time to Selby Lane in
what was then considered Fair Oaks. Phyllis married
Charles Merrill in 1908, with the condition that the
newlyweds live close to Phyllis’s parents. Agreeing,
the couple eventually moved onto the 22-acre Glen-
wood Ranch, occupying the former Bassett house
facing Glenwood Avenue (Frank Merrill, Jr., still
lives on the property, now on Moulton Drive.)

Frank Moulton had acquired a house and surrounding
property on Glenwood Avenue from A.C. Bassett,
a railroad executive. Within the 22-acre property,
Nellie Moulton, began collecting unwanted buildings
from various properties, including the Hopkins and
Douglass estates. The Douglass structure was rolled
down Valparaiso on six-inch cast iron pipes. The family
joke was that rather than pay to have a useless struc-
ture demolished, owners would call Nellie to have her
come gather it.

The coming of WWI in 1917 would lead to the creation
of Merrill Street running alongside the Menlo Park
railroad depot.

To be continued... m

Dear Members,

Dues renewal begins in January. A letter will be mailed
out which will include a return envelope. Watch your
mail box for the MPHA logo, and thank you for your
continued membership.

—MPHA Membership Committee

THE MERRILLS Continued from page 5
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aving received a grant from SanH Mateo County for bike-related
infrastructure projects, beginning in
June 2016 Menlo Park installed several
new bike racks in the downtown area
and at the Ravenswood library. Included
in the new installations is a stylized
Menlo Park gates replica, scaled down
for bicycles.

The Gates-replica bike racks were made
a reality through the efforts of several
City employees and staff with the effort
led by Jim Cogan, Housing and Economic
Development Manager; Justin Murphy,
Public Works Director; Chip Taylor, Assistant
City Manager; and Nikki Nagaya, Transport-
ation Manager.

Menlo Park Historical Association (MPHA)
has organized a project to construct a “life-size”
reproduction of the original Menlo Park Gates.
The Gates on El Camino Real near Menlo
Avenue, destroyed in 1922 in a car accident,
were constructed in the early 1850s by Dennis
Oliver and Daniel McGlynn, for their Menlo
Park Ranch. The reproduction project was initially
suggested by architect Ernst Meissner. Ernst and
his daughter, Melina, are doing the detailed
drawings pro bono.

At its October 25th meeting, the City Council
approved locating the Menlo Gates reproduction
on Ravenswood Avenue between the Library and
Gate House. The City also approved partnering
with the reproduction project by waiving fees
and other in-kind expenses.

In order for residents and businesses to make
donations, MPHA has established a crowd-fund-
ing website: www.gofundme.com/menlogates.
Donations can also be sent directly to MPHA at
the Library, 800 Alma Street, Menlo Park 94025.

Dennis Oliver emigrated from Galway, Menlo

Park’s Sister-city. The predominant feature of
Galway’s nearby village of Menlo still remains
Menlo Castle. The entrance to the castle passes
under a stone gateway that Oliver and McGlynn
replicated with a wooden gateway, on which was
painted the name “Menlo Park.” 

Due to the proximity of the nearby railroad stop,
that signage eventually became the name of our
locale. Now seen as green bike racks aligning
Santa Cruz Avenue, a full–sized Gates will
soon symbolize our city once more.m

Menlo Gates
By Bo Crane



800 Alma Street, Lower Level
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3445
(650) 330-2522

E-mail: mphistorical@yahoo.com
Website: http://sites.google.com/site/mphistorical
www.facebook.com/menloparkhistorical

Non-profit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit 870

Menlo Park, CA

Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Individual /Family . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
Or Current Resident

Thank You Business Members!
Menlo Park Academy of Dance
Mid-Peninsula Animal Hospital

Stanford Park Nannies
Union Bank

Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

for your contributions and
dedication to our local history.

b MPHA ANNUAL DINNER a
TRELLIS, MENLO PARK

SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 2017 • 5:00 p.m.

This year MPHA is planning on celebrating our 45+ years at Trellis in Menlo Park.
Kurt has put together a delicious menu for the evening. You’ll have a choice of three entrees.

Stay tuned and watch your mailbox in late January for a flyer with additional information.

We hope to see you there!

Thank You to Our
Newest Members:

Gerry Hanley

Sandy Lee


