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Sunday, November 20, 2016, 2:00 pm
Lower level of the Menlo Park Library

“THE GREAT ESTATES OF THE PENINSULA”
presented by

Carmen Blair

n the late 1800s, the Peninsula was known as one of the elite suburban areasI of the United States. The great families who ran the commerce, industry and
banking of the West from offices in San Francisco, lived, or had country retreats,
down the Peninsula. California millionaires sought to impress their neighbors with
their grand Peninsula homes. The Great Estates of the Peninsula explores the
suburban lifestyle during the late 1800s and early 1900s from European influence
to family relations to leisure activities. The presentation concludes by discussing
the fate of some of the Great Estates.

This year’s presentation will be given by Carmen Blair, Deputy Director of the
San Mateo County Historical Association. Among her responsibilities, she is
involved with school programs, public programs for adults and children, exhibit
design and publications. She received her B.A. in Honors History from Gustavus
Adolphus College and her M.A. in Museum Studies from San Francisco State
University. A short business meeting to elect Board Members will precede the
introduction of the speaker. Nominations may be made over the signature of five
members filed with the Association Secretary not less than five days prior to the
date of the annual meeting. The Board will present a slate of nominees.  

So, mark your calendars for November 20 at 2:00 pm in the Conference Room
located downstairs at the Library, and let’s all travel back in time when the Peninsula
was the home of many of California’s movers and shakers. m

b ANNUAL MEETING a



THE GATE POST October – December 2016

2016 continues to be an exciting year for the History Association. About a
dozen people participated in the Victorian Days Walking Tour in August.
This was followed by an excellent local history presentation at Little
House. (Please see Page 5) Meanwhile, we are waiting to hear from the
California Revealed to see if our application for a Grant will be awarded
to the Association to digitize its old (mostly from the 70s and 80s) oral
history tapes. Hopefully we can catapult this effort into collecting new
oral histories, a goal advocated by many of our members.

The Menlo Gates Project is also off to a good start. As of early September,
about $3,000 of the needed $65,000 has been received (this estimate may
be too high; it is being re-examined). Although we hope to attract some
major donors, it is important that a significant number of supporters make
some level of donation in order that this be established as a true “people’s
project.” Donate with your credit card at https://gofundme.com/menlogates,
or send a check directly to the Association. More information is available
on the Menlo Gates page of the Association website. 

Last, the Association is seeking to generate interest in the approaching
centennial of Camp Fremont. The incorporation of the City of Menlo Park
in 1927 was the inevitable outcome of the stationing of 28,000 soldiers/
recruits in the Menlo Park area after the U.S. entered WWI. In addition,
today’s Menlo Park branch of the VA Palo Alto Health Care System
derives directly from the Camp Fremont hospital. Let us know if you’d
like to contribute ideas or effort to the centennial plans.m

President’s Message
Jim Clendenin

A Gift From
Mrs. J.A. Buchman

ucked away among the itemsT in the MPHA vault is this little
handmade table which once belong-
ed to Mrs. John Brown, widow of
the fierce Abolitionist, John Brown
of Harper’s Ferry fame (West Vir-
ginia). Mr. Brown wanted to free
the black people before Abraham
Lincoln did. After he was killed by
those who opposed him, Mrs. Brown
started West with her family in a
horse-drawn wagon as she feared
for her life.

The Browns had
three daughters
and one son.
Going north
from Sacramento,
they reached
Red Bluff, badly
in need of food
and shelter.
There the people
helped them and
provided a home
at 135 Main St.
where the family lived from 1866
to 1870. The house is now an
historical site.  

Two of the daughters became teachers
and the son and his family moved to
Humboldt County. Later Mrs. Brown
moved to Saratoga, California, where
she is buried in the little Madronia
Cemetery.

Someone made for Mrs. Brown this
little table. When she left Red Bluff,
she gave this table to a friend, who
later gave it to Mrs. Mary Meyer,
where it was for many years. Later,
it was in the home of Mrs. Elizabeth
Buchman of Menlo Park for years
until it was given to the Menlo Park
Historical Association.m

With Sadness It is with great sadness to report that Lil
Kavanaugh, a great friend and supporter of MPHA, passed away on
September 9, 2016. Lil and her lovely family was the face of the ice
cream social held annually in June. In their hospitable way, the family
made it a point doing this in honor of Lil. As the matriarch, she was
always there with so many members of the family: children, grand-
children and great grandchildren. She has spoiled us through the years.

The Ice Cream Social dates back to 1994 when MPHA volunteers
hosted the annual event. It eventually became Lil’s grand event.
The family arrived in full force setting up the tables, bringing all the
accompaniments, and cleaned up afterwards. And Lil was there
always smiling with a twinkle in her eyes. This past June, on a

perfect sunny summer
day, Lil and family again
hosted what has long been
a tradition for MPHA.
How can we thank you
Lil for your many years
of service and smiles.

You will be missed. m



rank Satoshi Sasagawa,F Menlo Park native, turned
90 in March 2016. In May,
he and I met through MPHA
President, Jym Clendenin, for
the purposes of creating an
article on Frank’s life and
perspective. Though Frank now
lives in the College Terrace
part of Palo Alto, he retired as
a Menlo Park City employee
in 1988 and regularly joins a
peer group of retired pals for
coffee off Santa Cruz Avenue,
where we chatted by ourselves
one morning. 

Frank was born in 1926 in a
house on Ringwood Avenue
where his parents resided as
housekeepers for retired Judge
Charles Allerton Shurtleff.
With the Sasagawa family
increasing to four children,
Judge Shurtleff had a new house built on his property
for Frank’s family, which, widowed and childless,
“Uncle Charley” considered his own. Then in 1941
two events occurred that changed everything. On
April 14, the judge passed away at age 84. Months
later on December 7, Pearl Harbor was attacked by
the forces of Japan, the native land of Frank’s father,
Frank Kenichi Sasagawa, and mother, who had come
to Napa as a young girl of 12. The judge’s death put
his estate, including the Sasagawa house, into probate
and also took away any assistance from the family’s
legal benefactor.

Frank was a 15-year-old attending Sequoia High School
that year. The government ordered that all Japanese
had to remain within five miles of their residence and
to be off the streets by 5 pm, a time line that even the
local cops thought was a joke for a small town where
everyone knew everybody. Frank’s brother was mean-
while at USC. For visits home, his brother used an 
“I am Chinese” button, given to him by Chinese friends.

By April however, the family
was told to gather their
belongings for relocation.
Frank’s parents moved to Palo
Alto where they could be with
friends waiting for transfer to
the Santa Anita racetrack, the
holding site for Santa Clara
County Japanese before being
taken to Manzanar camp in the
southern Sierra. But officials,
knowing the Sasagawa family
were from San Mateo County,
ordered them to the Tanforan
racetrack to live either in
newly constructed barracks or,
for some, in existing horse
stalls.  As detainees were
allowed only what they could
carry, Frank’s mother made
large canvas duffel bags.
Along with others of their con-
gregation, the family took their

household affects to the Japanese Methodist Church
on Page Mill Road, where a non-Japanese administrator
became the custodian. Other Japanese were not so 
fortunate as shuttered houses were burglarized or
torched, as happened to the Los Altos home of Frank’s
sister and her husband, a doctor who had graduated
from Stanford and was ordered to duty at a Japanese
camp at Heart Mountain, Wyoming.

Frank attended High School in the Tanforan grand-
stands while construction was underway at the Topaz
War (aka Central Utah) Relocation Center near Delta,
Utah, 125 miles south of Salt Lake City. Located in
the Sevier Desert, rainfall at the center averaged eight
inches a year and winter temperatures fell to 30 below.
Enrolled in 1942 in the Topaz High School Class of
1945, Frank regards the so-called camp as a “prison.”
Towers with armed guards and barbed wire fences
certainly gave that impression. Personal experiences
from the camp are written in individual chapters,
including Frank’s, in Blossoms in the Desert,
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Frank Sasagawa—Memories of a Different Time
By Bo Crane

Continued on page 4
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published in 2003 by Frank’s Topaz
1945 class of around 110 students. 

The Japanese internees were actually
allowed to leave, as long as they not
return to a West Coast state. Several
families went to Salt Lake or to
Denver. Frank’s older brother left for
Cincinnati, where Frank later joined
him, enrolling briefly in high school
there. Admittedly, he was not the most
academic-minded person, concentrat-
ing on sports instead along with the
occasional dances.

With the war’s end, his parents moved to College
Terrace, and Frank enrolled at Palo Alto High School,
where in the yearbook he’s listed in the class of 1946.
His listed activities are U.S. Army (shared only with
Philip Fong), track and basketball. In order to get his
diploma, Frank had to do a whole year’s worth of
assignments between January and June. But, with
the understanding of teachers, he graduated at age
20 and entered San Jose State, where he majored in
mechanical engineering.

His timing worked out as the Menlo Park Sanitary
District (later West Bay) was seeking an engineer to
redesign the sewage treatment plant. Frank got the job
and, after the project was underway, was hired as an
inspector; employment that lasted 38 years. A large
part of his job was dealing with the Camp Fremont
sewer lines, much of which required replacing. 

Meanwhile, Frank and his bride, Susie, who was
born in Lodi, moved into one side of a duplex that his
parents had built on the rear portion of their College
Terrace property. The family grew to a daughter and
two sons later. 

A fair amount of people in the area are Frank’s age
but a smaller number were around in the early 1930s.
He recalls when the town pretty much stopped at
University Drive with only dirt roads continuing
through what he and his friends considered “a no
man’s land.” El Camino Real was just two lanes, one
in each direction, with nose-in parking for Duff &
Doyle, Derry’s and the Menlo Fruit Market, from
where Frank, under age to legally have a license,

made deliveries for Mrs. Beltramo. 
Frank stated that his experience as a
high school student in camp was much
different than that of a parent, stripped
of possessions, security, a job as well
as freedom in daily life, wondering
how to take care of a family while
sequestered in camp and restarting
after the war. For a high school stu-
dent, it was a typical teenage life of
studying, sports and dances.

I asked Frank what his father thought
about the war. He replied that his

father never said much but his mother was very
“Americanized.” I also mentioned that a website
shows that his father, age 55, had registered for the
draft in 1942, perhaps merely as a requirement.
Anyhow, Frank was surprised to learn about it, adding,
“He never told me.” “Well, you said he never said
much,” I replied. To that, Frank nodded with a smile.

In April 1943, James H. Wasaka was shot and killed
by a sentry on guard. Frank knew of the incident. He
said that the man was older (63), hard of hearing and
did not understand English well. He worked as a chef,
as did Frank’s father, and was simply walking the fence
line. The shooting was something that the detainees
had to accept, just was they had to adjust to their
relocation.

Within months of the shooting, security was adjusted
and in fact dropped. The guard towers were unmanned
and guns were removed. The interred Japanese Amer-
icans were no longer treated as prisoners of war. In a
different way, they are another type of WW II veter-
ans, aging along with the rest of that generation.

The Japanese American internment has since been
recognized as wrong, too late for many, and is a topic
covered in articles found on the internet. Menlo Park
of today is far away geographically and in time from
the stark days at Topaz. More than once during our
meeting, Frank, cheerful during our talk, said,
“It’s a nice place to live.” The Ringwood Avenue
house where he was born is long gone but he found
his way back home.m

FRANK SASAGAWA Continued from page 3

In order to get
his diploma,

Frank had to do a
whole year’s worth

of assignments
between January

and June.
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rom April to October 1942, almost 8,000 Bay Area JapaneseF Americans were detained at Tanforan horse racing track in San
Bruno, which became the Tanforan Assembly Center, one of 17 such
camps established by the U.S. More complete information regarding
Tanforan can be found at encyclopedia.densho.org. Most of those at
Tanforan were sent by train to the Topaz center in Utah. Information
on the Topaz experience is listed on-line at topaz.museum.org.

On August 10, 1988, President Reagan signed a bill issuing an apology
to those interned and called on Congress to budget compensation for the
survivors. In 2007, the Topaz site was listed as a National Historic
Landmark. m

Tranforan and Topaz Detention Centers

Continuing With Outreach
Victorian Days Walking Tour

n August 6, 2016, MPHA Board Secretary, Bo Crane, led participantsO in San Mateo County’s Victorian Days Tour of Menlo Park along
various historical sites in downtown Menlo Park. The tour covered the
first six listings in the MPHA’s Historic Tour brochure, beginning at the
Railroad Station,  built in 1867.

The tour also included Fremont Park, named for Camp Fremont, estab-
lished July 18, 1917, before turning to visit The Nativity of the Holy
Virgin Church. The Russian Orthodox chapel was acquired from the
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church on Ravenswood. Built in 1886, the
chapel was moved to its current located on Crane Street in 1957. Father
Andrew Smith, the Russian priest, kindly opened the chapel doors to the
group, allowing all to see the interior where once U.S. Senators Leland
Stanford and Charles Felton once worshipped.

Victorian Days tours throughout the peninsula were enlisted by the San
Mateo County Historical Museum. Carmen Blair of the Museum will be
the guest speaker at this year’s MPHA Annual Dinner in November
2016.

Menlo Park – The Good Ol’ Days
On August 9, 2016, Michael Demeter and
Gil Workman highlighted Menlo Park’s his-
tory at Little House. Gil gave us an overview
of the Ohlone days to the Rancheros, the
Gold Rush to the many movers and shakers
of San Francisco who built their mansions in
Menlo Park and Atherton.  

Michael shared with us his remembrances of Menlo Park as a child growing up in
the area; three restaurants, three schools, open space, slower lifestyle. As Michael
said, Facebook today has more employees compared to Menlo in the 30’s and
40’s. Those early years sounded good to me. m
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ounty Galway in Ireland has two Menlough’s,C one a few miles north of Galway and one 24
miles east—which is Menlo Park’s namesake? From
the diary of Denis Oliver, February 6, 1855: “On
last Friday the 2nd inst [means current month] Dan
stopped at the store for me with his buggy to accom-
pany him to our Ranch (Menlo Park) so called by
me after Menlo a lovely place on the banks of Lough
Corrib two miles from the Town of Galway the
ancient Town of my nativity and of my ancestors.”

Being close to the city of Galway and adjacent to
Lough Corrib as described above fits the Irish town
of Menlo, which has an alternate older spelling of
“Menlough,” derived from the Gaelic Mionloch.
Lough means Lake. Lough Corrib is the 2nd largest
freshwater lake in Ireland. Menlough in Old Irish
as “small lake” and the portion of Lake Corrib
closest to Menlo is smaller than the much larger
upstream body of water. 

Menlo is now within the northern limits of Galway
City and is actually more on the banks of the River
Corrib than on Lake Corrib. The main road in the
village is Menlo Park Road. South of the village
towards Galway, is Menlo Castle, built in 1569.
Denis Oliver and his brother-in-law, Daniel C.
McGlynn, styled their famous wooden archway
after the stone archway over the entrance driveway
to Menlo Castle. (A photo of the gates and adjoining
towers, taken in 1970 by then Board Member Larry
Johnston, headlines the July-Sept 2010 edition of
the Gate Post, available to MPHA on-line. A current
photo under the Google listing for Menlo Castle
shows the tall tower completely consumed by ivy
that wasn’t apparent in 1970.)

Menlo Park Hotel is in Galway proper, 3.3 km (2.0
miles) from the Menlo village. A short ways to the
south is The Docks area of Galway, located on mouth
of the River Corrib as it enters Galway Bay, only
5.3 km (3.3 miles) from Menlo, walking distance.

Google maps in fact lists the Galway village spelled
both “Menlo” and “Menlough.” A town also named

Menlough is located 24 miles east of Galway City,
still in County Galway. No nearby lake is visible on
Google maps satellite view. Gerry Hanley of Galway,
who visited Menlo Park, California in 2012 and 2016,
when asked how the eastern Menlough got its similar
name, suggested that a small lake may have been near
the town at some time.

Menlo Park, New Jersey apparently got its name from
our California town, at least according to a 1945 publi-
cation by the New Jersey Public Library Commission
regarding the origin of that state’s place names. New
Jersey’s Menlo Park Land Company had attempted
a residential development in the state’s Middlesex
County in the early 1870s. The panic of 1873 most
likely contributed to the development’s failure. Thomas
Edison bought property there in 1875, converting the
company’s office into his home while also building
his main laboratory. Based on his successes, he was
later known as The Wizard of Menlo Park. As such,
his image is pictured on the Menlo Park mural at
Trader Joe’s.

As to why the New Jersey company chose Menlo Park,
speculation is that in the 1870s, California’s Menlo
Park contained San Mateo County land south of
Redwood City, including Fair Oaks, which enjoyed a
reputation as a rich enclave catering to San Francisco
business leaders as well as local resident Faxon
Atherton, who passed away in 1877. (Fair Oaks
kept its name until attempting to incorporate in 1923,
choosing Atherton for the town’s name as Fair Oaks
near Sacramento already had its post office established
in 1906. North Fair Oaks is still unincorporated.)

There’s also another Menlo Park, USA, which would
be a small suburb of Pretoria, Union of South Africa.
The African Menlo Park was founded about 50 years
ago. The origin of its name is unknown but it does
have a Thomas Edison Street, relating back to the New
Jersey place name that originated with the California
town’s name, which long ago two brothers-in-law
borrowed from a village beside a small lake outside
of Galway. m

Menlo v. Menlough
By Bo Crane
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he little church building on Crane Street was constructed in 1886 for Holy Trinity Church (organized inT 1884) and subsequently moved twice before going to Crane Street. See the story by Bo Crane in The
Gate Post XXXXII.2. For Holy Trinity’s centennial, a plaque was installed beside the sidewalk at 407 Encinal
Avenue marking the building’s first location.

1884 CENTENNIAL 1984

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

SITE OF FIRST CHURCH BUILDING

SEPT. 26, 1886

Menlo Park Plaque No. 63
By Jym Clendenin

s MPHA Vice-President Jim Lewis has noted:A “Menlo Park showed its brotherly love by
creating a Sister City Committee.” Menlo, Ireland,
part of Galway, is already an official Sister City
of Menlo Park an action that began as the Two
Menlos, the name of a committee of MPHA, of
which Fran, Jym and Jim were co-chairs, which
produced Friendship Agreement signed between
the mayors of the Menlo Park and Galway on
October 17, 2013.

Menlo Park currently has three Friendship Cities:
Bizen, Japan; Kochi, India; and Changchun,

China. Bizen is a relatively new town, founded
in 1971, with a population of 28,030 (2003).
Kochi on India’s southwest coast was an ancient
kingdom, once known as the Queen of the
Arabian Sea with a city population of 612,343
(2012) and a metro population over three million.
Changchun in that country’s northeast is China’s
Detroit, known for its automotive sector, and has
a city population over three million (2012) with
almost eight million within its jurisdiction. 

The committee meets quarterly and is open to
the public.

Menlo Park Creates a Sister City Committee
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Individual /Family . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL

Thank You Business Members!
Menlo Park Academy of Dance
Mid-Peninsula Animal Hospital

Stanford Park Nannies
Union Bank

Wetson & Lanctot, LLP

for your contributions and
dedication to our local history.
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Sunday, November 20, 2016, 2:00 pm

Lower level of the Menlo Park Library

Carmen Blair
Deputy Director, San Mateo County Historical Association

“The Great Estates on the Peninsula”

Thank You to Our
Newest Members:

Amy Baggott

Tom Hensill

Bill Newell

Looking for
Christmas
gift ideas? 

Visit the
$tore page

on the
MPHA website!

 


