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n November 22, 2015 MPHA hostedOits annual meeting in the downstairs
meeting room in the Menlo Park Library.
Local resident Bo Crane was invited to
give a talk and presentation on his new book
The Life and Times of Dennis Martin.

After the MPHA’s business portion of the
meeting was over, Bo Crane began his
very interesting talk and presentation on
Dennis Martin — West Menlo Park’s
earliest pioneer. Bo became interested in
researching who Dennis Martin was when
he saw a road sign titled “Dennis Martin
Creek” up on Old La Honda Road. An
avid cyclist, Bo rode by the sign many
times with the Menlo Bicycle Club.
When he asked his cycling buddies who
Dennis Martin was, no one knew of him.
This sparked Bo’s interest to find out just
exactly, “Who was Dennis Martin?”

In researching the book, Bo hiked the hills
and creeks off Sand Hill and Portola Roads

Annual Meeting & Guest Speaker, Bo Crane
By Bernadette Callahan

where Dennis Martin had a large ranch and
saw mill business in the mid 1800’s.
Bo said he found more material about the
“times” rather than the “life” of Dennis
Martin. It took Bo three years to research
and write the book, and it includes
considerable local history as well.

If you missed this event, a copy of Bo’s
book can still be purchased in the Menlo
Park Historical Association’s office. 

After the book signing everyone enjoyed
each other’s company and fabulously
delicious carrot cake, cookies and coffee.
It was a fun late afternoon event and a
great way to end the day. A huge “thank
you” to Bo for speaking at the event. m
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elcome to 2016! Is it possible that another yearW has gone by? For MPHA it was a busy one:
hosting the annual dinner; scheduling two cemetery
tours with Michael Svanevik; renewing our Friendship
Agreement with Mayor Donal Lyons from Galway;
participating in the Allied Arts Guild’s Open House;
the Discovery Shop 50 Year Celebration, and the
Menlo Park Block Party. The year ended on a bright
note with Bo Crane as speaker at our Annual Meeting.
See article on page 1. Kathy Restaino not only
inventoried our collection of WWI posters, but she
had them digitized for future reference. Needless to
say, we have kept busy. 

Knowing that your dues are up for renewal, an envelope

Letter from the Editor is enclosed. Please note that the date of your last con-
tribution is on the address label. Your tax-deductible
dues are our principal source of revenue, so you can
appreciate what an important role you play in support-
ing your historical association. Please continue to give
us your support and discover the pleasure of helping
to preserve the heritage of Menlo Park. 

Introduce your friends and family to our newsletter in-
viting them to join the Association. And for those friends
and family who are on Facebook, tell them to visit us:
Facebook.com/Menlo Park Historical Association. 

We value you our loyal members and thank you for
your support. That said, MPHA looks forward to
another exciting year for local history in 2016. m

—Lydia Cooper

President’s Message
With regret in 2015 Patty Hjelm and
Bill Weseloh retired from the Board of
Directors after serving for 11 and 14
years respectively. Bill and Patty who
both lived in Menlo Park for many years
were enthusiastic and loyal members of
MPHA; they will be greatly missed.

At the Annual Meeting in November,
Martha Lancestremere, a faithful MPHA
volunteer, and Carol Schumacher, a
local business owner, were elected to
the Board of Directors. MPHA looks
forward to another exciting year for
local history in 2016. m

A Great Group of Students!
MPHA Office recently received a call from Theresa Fox, Education
Technology Instructional Coach at Laurel School, inquiring if
anyone from the Historical Association could describe to the third
grade classes what life was like in Menlo in the early years. Before
our visit, the teachers prepared the students with some of Menlo
Park’s history. On two occasions. board members Frank, Martha,
Ester and Lydia participated in morning sessions answering the
students’ well-prepared questions such as: What was Menlo Park
like when you were kids?; What kind of games did you play?;
What schools did you attend?; Did your parents grow up in Menlo?;
Why did they settle here? etc. In other words, How did Menlo Park
evolve? It was fun to see the students’ reactions when they learned
that we didn’t have TVs, video games, computers or cell phones.
Ice cream cones were a nickel and some streets weren’t paved. We
had a good laugh when one student asked, Did you have cars?

A good group of motivated students—a tribute to the third grade
teachers—and a thank you to Theresa for inviting us. Hopefully
this will be an ongoing event. m



illiam Martin left Ireland with his family almost“Wtwo hundred years ago. His blood remains with
us today, dispersed by his children, including one, named
Dennis, who for a while flourished before disappearing
into the soil he had cherished.” (The Life and Times of
Dennis Martin, 2015, page 62).

William Martin brought his wife, three daughters and
three sons from Ireland to Canada in 1825. His children
all had children of their own, except his youngest son
died childless. William’s middle son, Dennis, died in
1890 and was predeceased by his only son and a

daughter, both dying unmarried at the same age of 16,
separated in death by four years. Dennis’s other four
daughters all had children which has led to other
generations, with part of one branch as follows.

Jo Dean Tacchella, Dennis’s great-granddaughter, is
pictured (left) at age fifteen on a 125th anniversary
brochure of Martin’s 1853 church, issued by Menlo
Park’s St. Denis Church (the caption has misspelled
her first and last name). She is photographed wearing
fine clothes while gripping a shovel in digging mode
between the parish priest the archbishop at the new
church’s 1962 groundbreaking. Her older sister, Phyllis,
was pictured in a 1951 newspaper photo as a newly
elected cheerleader for San Bruno’s Capuchino High.
Their oldest sister, Doris (Dorrie), who went to San
Mateo High (before Capuchino opened in 1950), was
in the paper following year, for her wedding, married
at age 21 in 1952.

The groom, Don Chaney, had grown up in Menlo
Park before graduating from Sequoia High (M-A
opened in 1951) and had served 18 months in Korea
with the Marines. The article mentioned that Don’s
brother, Tom, was then attending San Jose State.
Tom later managed his parent’s paint store, Chaney’s,
now Menlo Hardwoods, on Santa Cruz Ave. He
incorporated the business in 1982 and moved it to
Chestnut Street. A new owner took over in 1987
and moved the store to the corner of University and
Oak Grove, now containing Menlo Optical since
the paint store has closed.

Dorrie and Don’s wedding was held at St. Dunstan’s
with the reception at the Tacchella home, both in
Millbrae. With Don enrolled at San Mateo Junior
College, the newlyweds planned to live in Palo Alto.
All of this seems typical of life today much more so
than when Dennis Martin began creating his ranch
100 years earlier on wilderness land between the
pueblos of San Francisco, then still Yerba Buena,
and San Jose.
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Dennis Martin, Menlo Park Pioneer
Part IV – Descendants of Dennis Martin

By Bo Crane

The following is submitted by Bo Crane, a member of the Menlo Park Historical Association,
and author of The Life and Times of Dennis Martin, now available through the MPHA store.

Please see our website or visit our office at the Menlo Park Library, where copies will be available.
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Dorrie was the eldest daughter of Dennis Martin’s
granddaughter, Veryl Marie Wyatt Tacchella, who had
three older Wyatt brothers. An article in the Medford
Mail Tribune, June 29, 1958 states: “Melvin Wyatt
of San Francisco spent last weekend visiting Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Wyatt of Table Rock [Oregon], Mr. and
Mrs. Dennis Wyatt of Seven Oaks Rd. and Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Wyatt of Alder St., Central Point
[Oregon]. Sunday evening, the family met at the Ray
Wyatt home for a birthday dinner honoring Melvin
Wyatt.” Ray, Dennis, Melvin and Veryl were born to
Dennis Martin’s youngest daughter, known as Annie,
who on New Year’s Day 1893 married a Petaluma
butcher, Henry Hiram Wyatt.

Ray Wyatt and his wife operated the Table Rock Store
for 23 years until 1962, when he retired and moved to
nearby Central Point before passing away in 1983. The
youngest brother, Dennis Wyatt, died in 1985 and is
interred at nearby Eagle Point National Military
Cemetery. Named for his Searsville grandfather,
Dennis was a veteran of WWII and Korea. Melvin,
the middle brother, was actually remained a Petaluma
resident until moving I 1973 to Central Point, where
he died a year later in the hospital after a long illness.

Richard, mentioned in the article, was Ray’s son.
He graduated from Central Point High in 1941 just
before war broke out. After attending Oregon State
for a couple years, Ray joined the Navy and retired in
1985 back to Central Point, where he passed away at
age 82. He had two brothers, one of which, Kenneth,
retired as a Professor of Special Education at Georgia
State University, Atlanta and passed away December
2014 at age 86 in Covington, Georgia. Having re-
ceived a doctorate, Ken served as the Chief of the
Board of Special Education of the Health, Education
and Welfare department during the Johnson and
Nixon administrations. The youngest brother,
Wayne, still lives in Central Point. Their sister,
Veryl, died in South Lake Tahoe, California in
1994 at age 84, two years after her husband passed.

Richard’s son, Steve Wyatt, lives in Corvallis. Steve’s
daughter, Michelle Wyatt, attended Central Linn High
School in nearby Halsey, then their home, where she
was one of 43 graduating with the Class of 2003.

A volleyball star in high school, Michelle continued
her volleyball career for four years at Linfield College
in McMinnville, Oregon. She made the dean’s list her
senior year in 2006, the year her grandfather, Ray,
died. Michelle was listed amongst the descendants in
her grandfather’s February obituary, as “currently in
Galway, Ireland.” With her collegiate volleyball
career over, Michelle took advantage of Linfield’s
semester abroad at the National University of Ireland,
Galway. One of her great-great-great-grandfathers,
Dennis Martin, left Ireland over 150 years prior, and
established his ranch west of Menlo Park, the town’s
name taken from the gateway built by two Galway
immigrants leading to their land.

Recently, Bo Crane made contact with Richard’s other
son, Paul Wyatt, who lives in Hillsboro, Oregon but
was visiting his mother, Bee, in Medford along his
uncle, Wayne Wyatt, from nearby Central Point. As
Bo was in Ashland for Thanksgiving, he met with the
three that Friday, sharing information back and forth
about Dennis Martin, who was Wayne’s great-grand-
father and Paul’s, great-great. Paul provided a photo
of his grandfather, Ray, and Ray’s two brothers and
sisters, as well as other material and family photos,
all serving to indicate that Dennis Martin remains
with us still. m

Paul Wyatt,
Hillsboro, Oregon
and his uncle,
Wayne Wyatt,
from nearby
Central Point.
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n September 30th, Foster Freeze closed its windowsO forever. When Mr. Sung Lee announced the closing
of one of the oldest businesses in Menlo—over 65
years—for weeks leading up to the final day young and
old came out in droves to reminisce, taste that one last
chocolate Sunday/chocolate dipped cone, take pictures
or just savor the moment.

Mr. Lee held a farewell celebration, bringing not only the
locals but ABC News, along with the Los Trancos Woods
Community Marching Band, who kept the momentum
going with lively music. Everyone had a story to share
making the farewell celebration one to remember. Thank
you Mr. Lee for your 30-plus years of dedication. This
iconic eatery will be sorely missed in Menlo Park. m

Menlo Park Bids a Fond Farewell to Foster Freeze

appy Birthday to the Italian-American SocialHClub celebrating 85 years in Menlo Park. On
November 3, 2015, the Club hosted a special din-
ner for members followed by speeches from Guido
Budelli, Carl Bianchini and Adrian Dioli whose
fathers were the original members. It was a grand
evening for all!

The Club had its start in 1930 when a group of
Italian-American men gathered together in a room
over a garage located on University Drive between
where Draeger’s and Peet’s Coffee are today. By
1937 the Club House was built on Oak Lane for a
total cost of $2700. Card games at night, bocce ball
on weekends and summer, and, of course, reminisc-
ing about Italy was a source of their entertainment.
For over 70 years and continuing today, the Club
hosted the annual Christmas Party for children as
well as other special family dinners and events.

Complimenti !!!
(Original article in the October–December, 2010 issue of
the Gate Post.) In 2014 a beautiful mural depicting the map

of Italy was painted
on a wall facing the
pergola. Members
pinpointed on the
map locations of
family origins. Ron
Bongio, whose
father built the Club
House, is pointing to
Morbegno where the
Bongio family
originated. 

Let’s hope for future
birthdays. Happy
85th! m
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
Or Current Resident

Thank You Business Members!

Menlo Park Academy of Dance
Mid-Peninsula Animal Hospital

Stanford Park Nannies
for your contributions and

dedication to our local heritage.

In Memory of

Dick & Louise Barbour

From John Barbour

Memorial Gift
in honor of

Harry B. Morey

From Sue Morey Mein & Family

CALENDAR of EVENTS
ANNUAL DINNER

Date and place to be announced

m
HOLY CROSS CEMETERY TOUR

Date to be announced


