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ne hundred years ago on SeptemberO16, 1915, a petition was submitted to
the San Mateo County Board of Super-
visors to establish a town fire department
for purposes of better fire protection.

The Fire District kicks off the journey to
its official 100th Anniversary which occurs
on June 27, 2016, when residents a hundred
years ago voted 100 in favor and 58 against
establishing a fire company.

The first three appointed Fire Commissioners
were C.W. Marwedel, A.G.C. Hahn and
Clarence Walters. By 1918, the Fire Board
of the new Menlo Park Fire Department
had established an annual budget of
$7,500 and described its coverage as the
Towns of Menlo Park, Atherton, Camp
Fremont and other adjacent territory.

Menlo Park Fire Protection District Centennial
—100 Years of Dedicated Service—

By Harold Schapelhouman, Fire Chief

Assessed land value of the protection
area at the time was $3,583,231.

Much has changed in both the community
and the Fire District in the last 100 years,
but the importance of fire protection and
emergency services remains the same. The
Fire District’s Team 100 Committee has
been working on scheduling events, de-
veloping a logo, purchasing memorabilia
and planning for the last nine months.
For more information about the Fire
District, see www.menlofire.org.

The kick-off event will occur at this
year’s Annual Open House and Pancake
Breakfast on Saturday, October 3, 2015,
at Fire Station 1, 300 Middlefield Road.
We hope to see you there! m
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n follow-up toI last quarter’s
newsletter article,
I want to update
you on the con-
tinued progress
being made with
our stunning col-
lection of WWI
posters. Our vol-
unteers linked the
posters to their
benefactor via
an article from
former Menlo
Park Historical
Association
Archivist,
Dick Barbour.

Barbour’s insightful, first-hand observations of our
town are also captured in this quarter’s issue in an
excerpt, “Menlo Memories.” Referring to the inheri-
tance of the WWI posters, Barbour writes, “Ken
Thomson was a Menlo Park businessman who claimed
to be the youngest enlistee of the 319th Engineers at
Camp Fremont. The 319th Engineers Association met
for periodic reunions in Menlo Park. When the associ-
ation disbanded, they left behind a collection of WWI
memorabilia. Many items were contributed to the
Menlo Park Historical Association by Ken Thomson,

Welcome
TO OUR NEW

MEMBERS

Mike Brassea

Mid Peninsula
Animal Hospital

Sandra Pachaud

m

Letter from the Editor 

In Recognition...
For Frank Helfrich,

in recognition of his years
of dedicated service to

the Menlo Park Historical
Association and the

Menlo Park community.

most deserving dedication to FrankA who has spent over 30 years volunteer-
ing for MPHA. Jym Clendenin, President
of MPHA, is surprising Frank with the new
Images of America: Menlo Park book. We
are all grateful to you, Frank, and we look
forward to many more years of service. m

on behalf of his association with the 319th Engineers.”
We are extremely thankful for Mr. Thomson’s military
service and his selection of our association to steward
these posters.

Posters include subjects: Savings and Bonds, Food
Rationing, Enlistment, Work Effort and Relief. There
are over 400 posters with 170 distinctive titles. Many
of these exist online at the Library of Congress’s
website. It is remarkable we have such provenance
for the ones we possess.

As part of our own digitization project, a local photog-
rapher is working to take high-resolution images of
our most prized posters. These were selected for their
subject matter, artist recognition, impact and vibrant
colors. The digitization will minimize the handling of
the materials and enable our team to share the images.

The poster pictured to the left is by acclaimed
artist Howard Chandler Christy, a peer of Norman
Rockwell. The use of pretty girls as propaganda is a
tried and true theme. No young ladies were entering
the services yet, but they were offering their support.

Collaboration from current and past volunteers
enables this project to move forward. I am grateful to
our volunteers that continue to organize, catalogue,
and maintain our resources in the lower level of the
library. If you have not visited, please do so and offer
your appreciation to our dedicated team of volunteers,
one of whom is also highlighted below for his contri-
butions, Frank Helfrich. m

—Your neighbor, Lucy Spaziano



would like to take a walk up Mills Street and visitI some of the people and homes. Let’s turn on Mills
off Oak Grove.

First house on the left is the Melvin’s. Mrs. Melvin’s
son Paul was the father of Bobby Melvin, the Manager
and Coach of the Oakland A’s. Next comes the Casey’s
with the palm trees in the front. William (Bill) Casey
was the local plumber. Rumor has it that Bill would
ride his bicycle with tools from job to job. When the
housewives of Menlo Park and Atherton had a plumbing
problem they would call Casey the Plumber. It’s said
that he knew every sewer from Atherton to Menlo Park.

Next there were the two MacBain Houses and Corpora-
tion Yard. Honest John MacBain was a contractor and
County Supervisor. Mills Street was the first street to be
paved in the South County. The Lechich’s own the white
victorian now. (As seen in the MPHA Historic Tour)

The Busa’s lived in the blue Victorian. Look across
the street we have the Feeney’s, Mrs. Welsh and Miss

Memories of Mills Street When Growing Up
By Martha Lancestremere

Kuck. Miss Kuck
was a school teacher.
Then came the
Pellizari’s and the
Frank Carter Family
Home. Back on the
west side of Mills, we
have the Paris family
(part of the original
fountain still remains.)
Across the street we
have the McLoughlin
Family Home. (As seen
and described in the
MPHA Historic Tour)
A beautiful job was
done on restoring
the house.

The McLoughlin’s owned and ran McLoughlin
Shoe Store on El Camino. Back on the west side
was the Tom Kearney Family Home. You had better
not be caught speeding on Mills. Tom was the Police
Chief. Down the street on the east side of Mills was
the Hand Family Home. Across the street on the
corner was the Lancestremere’s.

With summer and baseball season, you would find
the boy’s playing baseball in the middle of the street.

Many of the original homes have been replaced
with apartment buildings, but the old names remain
along with the wonderful memories of growing
up there. m

October – December 2015 THE GATE POST

THE MELVIN HOUSE

THE CARTER HOUSE

GIFT IN HONOR/MEMORY

M Honor  M Memory of: ______________________________________________________________

Donation by:___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________________________________

Amount: _______________________________________________________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________________________________________

Gifts and Memorial
Giving to MPHA

he Menlo Park Historical AssociationT gratefully accepts monetary gifts and
memorials in honor of loved ones. To make
a donation, please complete the gift form
on the right and send it to:

Menlo Park Historical Association
800 Alma Street

Menlo Park, CA 94025



here will always be those who are under-Tstandably curious about the origin of the
name Alameda de las Pulgas, which translates
into a tree-shaded avenue of the fleas. Why
would any early county planner be so im-
pressed by these long-leaping little parasites
to name a prominent thoroughfare after
them? Why indeed!

The answer is that the Alameda got its name
from the rancho of the same name. Rancho
de las Pulgas was a 35,000-acre spread that
extended from San Francisquito Creek north
to include what is now Menlo Park, Atherton,
Redwood City, San Carlos, Belmont and
part of San Mateo. But what about its
curious name?

One well-accepted version dates the origin
of the name as October 27, 1769. That was
just a week before Captain Gaspar de Portola’s
hardy expedition looked across from
Sweeney Ridge, back of today’s Pacifica,
to discover something mighty interesting—
San Francisco Bay. On their way the expedi-
tion camped along Purisima Creek near the
ocean and some of the soldiers in the party
used abandoned tule huts as shelters. During
the night they were accosted by fleas and,
with more than a little justification, named
an Indian village on the other side of the
creek Rancheria de las Pulgas, or village
of the fleas.

The name–and apparently the fleas–endured,
for when Governor Sola granted Don Luis
Arguello the right to remain on what had been
a part of the San Francisco Presidio’s Ranch
del Rey, Luis occupied the land with his own
herds and herdsmen, and it became known as
Rancho de las Pulgas. That was in 1821 and
he lived there until his death nine years later.
In the interim he served as the first native born
governor of California and the first to hold that
office after Mexico’s separation from Spain.

After 1820 the grant was maintained by Don
Luis’ widow, Dona Soledad Ortega. She was
described by peninsula traveler Don Alfred
Robinson later that year with “I found her a
beautiful woman and mother of three or four
children. She was very lady-like in her manner
and treated us with utmost courtesy. After dinner
we bade her adieu and proceeded on our way...”

Although Don Luis did not register the grant
with the Mexican government, years later
U.S. courts confirmed his right to Rancho
de las Pulgas.

While these names of early explorers and
rancheros of our part of the Peninsula may
become hazy in history, they succeeded in
perpetuating the memory of pioneer fleas,
some of whose descendants are yet among us
as this writer’s long-haired Sheltie can at
times attest. m
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Dick Barbour, archivist and past president of the Menlo Park Historical Association (1980-82)
wrote an entertaining column in the Menlo Atherton Recorder about the history of Menlo Park
seen through his eyes. For two years he entertained his readers with colorful descriptions of the
growing pains of Menlo Park. His columns covered local personalities, events, issues, or just
happenings that shaped Menlo. Occasionally the Gate Post will include one of his articles.

Menlo Memories
By Dick Barbour
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Books Books Books
Have you been in our office lately? Here are three books for your Fall /Winter reading:

Images of America: Menlo Park – $20
In the Images of America series by Arcadia Publishing, the authors do a very nice job presenting
through words and pictures the story of Menlo Park, from its beginnings in the mid-19th
century as the train depot for the nearby country estates of wealthy San Franciscans to its
amazingly rapid build-out following WWII to today. The final sentence in the Introduction
says it all: “…Menlo Park retains the feel of a small town,” meant in a positive way. This book
acts as a complement as well as an update to Svanevik and Burgett’s 2000 book, Menlo Park:
Beyond the Gate, but it is more modest in size and is available only in soft cover. 

Annexation Number 10: The Completion of the Town of Atherton by Sam Wright
This book traces the events leading up to, during and after the 1961 annexation of
the “Outer Walsh Road” area to the Town of Atherton. It examines in detail the forces
that confronted this 81-acre “island in time.” It analyzes these various incursions
and their potential effect on the Walsh Road area: the incorporation of the Town
of Woodside, the westward growth of Atherton, the planning and construction of
Interstate 280, and the sale and development of Sharon Heights and its golf course.
If you wish to purchase this book, please call the office: (650) 330-2522

The Life and Times of Dennis Martin by Bo Crane – $25 
Arriving as a young man in Mexican territory with the first wagon train to cross the Sierra
Nevada, Dennis Martin acquired land, built a home, sawmills and a church, but eventually
lost all and died a pauper. Crane provides the details based on his extensive research and
personal exploration. It’s a story you will enjoy reading and a book your will treasures as
a reference.

Images of America and The Life and Times of Dennis Martin may be purchased either through our website:
https://sites.google.com/site/mphistorical and click on the link “Store” — or by sending us a check for the
price of the book including $4 for shipping and handling to: Menlo Park Historical Association, 800 Alma
Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025 m

Ira Bonde served on the City Council 1955-1978 and was
Mayor 1969-1976. The 14″×12″ bronze plaque in front of
the City Administration Building at the Civic Center reads:

IN MEMORY OF IRA BONDE

FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE

AND RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE

FOR THE CITIZENS OF MENLO PARK

Menlo Park Plaque No. 6
By Jym Clendenin
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
Or Current Resident

Thank You Business Members
Menlo Park Animal Hospital,

Stanford Park Nannies and Union Bank
for your contributions and dedication

to our local heritage.

Nominations for Board Members

MPHA is now accepting nominations for Board
members for 2016. Term of office is three years. 
If interested, please call the Association office at

(650) 330-2522 leaving your name and phone number.

Tom Carter, Nominating Chair, will return your call.
New members with fresh ideas are always welcomed.

In Memoriam

Joe McLoughlin

Long time and devoted
member of MPHA

October 3rd
Pancake Breakfast

at Fire Station One
300 Middlefield Road

m

November 22nd
Annual Meeting

 


