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ecause of the overwhelming success of lastB year’s MPHA-sponsored tour of Holy Cross
Cemetery, Michael Svanevik has graciously accepted
our invitation to conduct another tour on May 23,
2015. Holy Cross Cemetery is Menlo Park’s only
cemetery, dating back to the early 1860’s. This will be
an excellent opportunity to learn about the early history of Menlo
Park and its inhabitants. The cost of the tour is again $10 per person.
Please see reservation form on page 5.

Michael Svanevik, a longtime professor of history at College of
San Mateo, is recognized as one of the leading authorities on the
history of San Mateo County. Over the past 25+ years, his articles
(co-authored by his wife Shirley Burgett) have appeared in the
San Mateo Times, Peninsula Independent, San Francisco Examiner
and Daily News. He is a popular lecturer in the community and is
currently involved with Little House in Menlo Park.m

—Back by Popular Demand—
HOLY CROSS CEMETERY TOUR

Thank You to Our Newest Members:

Martha Morey
Matt and Gail Morey
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The Gatepost is your tangible insight to our association’s array of
outreach and social opportunities for you to join. It also brings
you stories of our community, often reflecting on the past. I enjoy
editing The Gatepost and was reminded by a board member
recently how it is much more than a newsletter. It is a sign of our
organization’s commitment to you, its valued members. 

Even though spring is here, there
is no grass growing under our
feet. In March, Mayor Donal
Lyons, of Galway, Ireland, visited
Menlo to support the Friendship
Agreement between our two cities.
Mayor Lyons personally thanked
MPHA and Two Menlos board member Jim Lewis for his contribu-
tions. Meanwhile, member Kathy Restaino assessed our collection’s
WWI posters and invited the VA to participate. Her initial outreach
will jumpstart local planning efforts for Camp Fremont’s centennial.

If you have yet to visit us on
the ground floor of the city
library, please come see member
Martha Lancestremere’s show-
cased exhibit commemorating
the centennial of the Panama-
Pacific Exposition using our
memorabilia and postcard
collections. 

For 2015, we would like to emphasize our goals to increase
membership and collaborate on the centennial celebration of
the Menlo Park Fire Department taking place in October. As
always we continue to preserve the history of Menlo Park and
invite you to take part with us. Renewing your membership and
attending an event strengthens our organization and our community.
See the list of members who have already renewed on the right.
If you do not find your name, I encourage you to renew and
join us at one of our spring/summer events listed within.
See you around town! m

—Your neighbor, 
Lucy Spaziano

Thank you to the following
new and renewing members:

Frances Albrecht, Mrs. Allen
Amsbaugh, Richard Angus,
Jesse Arnold, Diane Bader,
Jim Bigelow, Richard Blach,
Thomas Blanchard, Frances
Bryner, Guido and Florence
Budelli, Leta Beth Bunnenberg,
Bernadette Callahan, Frank
Carney, Drew Combs, Nancy
Couperus, Mary Crenshaw,
Mary Dahlberg, Glen Davis,
Lydia Dioli Cooper, Michael
Doherty, Wallace Eshleman,
Melvin Froli, Therese Garcia,
Jeanne Gary, Gene and Joy
Giannotti, Timothy Goode,
Lauren Goode, Edward Graham,
Roger Guy, John Hackmann,
Peter Hart, Patty Hjelm,
Mrs. Harold Hoss, Larry
Johnston, Antonette Kavanaugh,
Alanna Kennedy, Peggy and
John Kimball, Joann Klee,
Patricia Labra, Martha and
Peter Lancestremere, Jim Lewis,
Mark and Lane Maloney,
Louis Matas, Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Matthews, Raymond
McCarthy, Joe and Eleanor
McLoughlin, Susan Morey
Mein, Fred and Kayleen Miller,
Patrick Moran, Frank Morris,
Joseph Merkert, Jack Parkhouse,
Caroline Pease, Mary Ann
Robbiano, Mr. and Mrs. Rud
Scholz, D. C. Sonnichsen, Lucy
Spaziano, Stanford Park Nannies,
Elizabeth Taft, Ceclia Tommei,
Ann Classen Treadwell, Grace
Vitale, Sue Wagstaffe, Sandy
Walker, Timothy Watson, Betty
Williams, Lowell Wolfe, Samuel
Wright, Ralph and Rosie Yob. m

Letter from the Editor



he Peninsula’s first railway lineTwas completed in 1863, pausing
at the north bank of the San Francis-
quito Creek gulch with a train bridge
under construction, opposite the
private gateway reading MENLO
PARK. Towns and their commerce
aligned along the tracks, which ran
parallel to the main county road.
Archbishop Alemany relocated the
county’s main parish to St. Matthew’s
Catholic Church on El Camino Real
near the San Mateo train station,
while Dennis Martin’s church with-
ered six miles away on rough roads,
dusty in summer and impassibly
muddy in winter. Services continued
sporadically at the unmaintained
St. Dennis through 1871 until St.
Brigid’s, later renamed The Church
of the Nativity, opened in Menlo
Park in 1872.

Martin’s son, wife and daughter
died within the next few years. In
order to survive financially, Dennis
had his daughters quit claim their
interests so that he could freely

Dennis Martin, Menlo Park Pioneer
Part III – Ruin and Removal

By Bo Crane

borrow against his remaining ranch.
Eventually, Martin lost the southern
property as well, acquired in Nov-
ember 1882 by Senator Leland
Stanford. Stanford, in expanding
his Peninsula farm, also earlier
bought Peter Coutts’ estate a month
earlier in October 1882, all before
Leland Jr. tragically died in March
1884. (In 1922, the university
trustees, successors to the Stanford
lands, leased Martin’s former
southern ranch to George Webb,
who established the Webb Ranch.
The Webb family still lives in the
Dennis Martin house, which has
undergone several remodels over
the years). Martin’s married daugh-
ters, realizing that their father was
losing the family’s remaining prop-
erty, sued unsuccessfully, breaking
off contact with him due to the
resulting acrimony. Martin had
Old World attributes such as being
stiffly religious, superstitious over
having his picture taken, overly
protective of his daughters, who had
to sneak out to Searsville dances.
He was once Searsville’s largest
employer and its most recognized
citizen, identifiable by a red scarf
during the workweek and a
starched white collar on Sundays.
Alone, Dennis moved to San
Francisco around 1882 where he
found jobs as a laborer, moving
about rooming houses, finally
dying in the Potrero neighborhood
south of town. Aware of his history,
local pioneer organizations saw to
his burial in his own cemetery,
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the last body so interred. None of
his daughters attended the burial
and no headstone was placed.

The Arguellos had sold the northern
Martin land to Leland Stanford in
November 1883, prior to the cre-
ation of the university. Senator
Stanford ordered that the St.
Dennis cemetery not be touched.
After Stanford died in 1893, the
trustees of the university, opened in
October 1891, continued to respect
that request. In 1899 Jane Stanford
had the Memorial Church built
honoring her husband’s memory.
That year the trustees ordered the
dilapidated St. Dennis demolished.
One of St. Dennis’s two church
bells was hung in Redwood City’s
Mount Carmel Catholic Church.
The other bell was later discovered
stored in the church’s basement,
and in 1989, it was hung in the
new St. Denis church, consecrated
in West Menlo Park in 1963. The
old records, that had been left near
the altar, were rescued and distrib-
uted between the new church and
the Church of the Nativity, which
also wound up with the St. Dennis
silver candlestick holders and the
altar’s gold crucifix.

Searsville had its own demise as
the local timber industry declined
while water rights became critical.
John Murray, who had worked for
Dennis Martin, bought property at
the narrows below the village, later
selling such for a huge profit for

continued on page 4

The following is submitted by Bo Crane, a member of the Menlo Park Historical Association,
and author of The Life and Times of Dennis Martin, soon to be available.



RUIN AND REMOVAL continued from page 3

the placement of the dam currently
containing Searsville Lake. With his
gain, Murray bought land in Menlo
Park on which he ran his Stanford
Dairy. In 1889, Murray sold some
of his land to developer Eugene Avy.
The town cemetery had been created
in 1876 at the edge of Murray’s
property, now opposite Avy Street.
In 1883, the Catholic Church pur-
chased it, consecrating the ground
as Holy Cross. In February, 1890
John’s wife, Mary, was buried there,
four months before Dennis Martin’s
funeral procession passed by on
Santa Cruz Avenue, following a serv-
ice at The Church of the Nativity.

Decades later at Martin’s cemetery,
almost all the tombstones were
gone, fences were down and cows
wandered over the former graves,
some of which were open holes.
Demands were placed upon

Stanford University to do some-
thing. Though some Martin descen-
dants contested abandoning the
cemetery, the trustees and the
Catholic Church agreed to relocate
all the remains to Holy Cross
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Cemetery, on Santa Cruz Avenue in
Menlo Park.

In 1953, all 174 graves of the St.
Dennis cemetery were mapped
with only 24 bodies discovered
during the hand-digging process.
Dennis’s daughter, Elizabeth,
already buried at Holy Cross, was
given a new monument with her
husband’s name and identifying her
as DAUGHTER OF DENNIS
MARTIN. What was found at the
Martin cemetery was reburied in a
common grave at the entrance to
Holy Cross. An inscription facing
the gate reads in part:

NEITHER THE CHURCH RECORDS

NOR THE EXHUMATION REVEALED

THE GRAVE OF DENIS MARTIN

WHO BUILT THE CHURCH AND

FOUNDED THE CEMETERY OF

ST. DENIS A CENTURY AGO. m

ur Annual Dinner brought forty-nine members together at the O Left Bank Restaurant for a traditional St. Patrick’s Day corned
beef and cabbage meal. President Jym Clendenin commenced the
dinner with a salute to past traditions of Annual Dinners at Fey’s
and a welcome of a new tradition at Left Bank, by wishing us good
health in Chinese and in Gaelic. The luck of the Irish abounded as
many members took home MPHA notecards and table arrangements
as part of our raffle led by board member Bill Weseloh. Tales of
Old Menlo books and Walking Tour pamphlets were given away as
door prizes.
Board members
Ester Bugna and
Lydia Cooper
deserve a round
of applause for
a successful and
fun night of
comradery. m

THE ANNUAL DINNER
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ember Kathy Restaino has inventoried our collection of World War IM posters. These posters were part of a targeted campaign aimed at an
American audience indecisive about taking part in the war. They persuaded
support for war efforts: enlisting, donating, investing, etc. The numbered
prints are in remarkable condition considering their age and ephemeral
purpose. Their bold colors, emotive imagery and provocative slogans
trigger senses that pull the viewer back in time. 

Since Camp Fremont was pivotal in the development of Menlo Park, we
hope to share these posters with our community as the upcoming centennial

approaches. As an initial step
towards this goal, Kathy invited
the Veteran’s Affairs office to come and view our collection. They were
pleased with the variety and quality of the posters. She will continue to
work with them on scanning copies they would like to use. 

The VA Building, located at 795 Willow Road, dates to 1917. The
building is Spanish Revival, a style that was popularized by architect
Benjamin Goodhue at the Panama-Pacific Exposition, two years earlier.
The name Camp Fremont memorializes General John C. Fremont,
1813-1890. His nickname became “the Pathfinder” for his multiple
westward expeditions. This nickname carried onto the over 40,000
soldiers training here during WWI. m

Our Collection of World War I Posters

he Menlo Park Fire Protection District’s Station 6, on Oak Grove Avenue at HooverT Street, was erected in 1953, two years before Fire Chief Thomas F. Cuff retired.
The plaque is on the exterior wall facing Oak Grove Avenue.

Cuff, who served as Fire Chief from 1932 to 1955, was the District’s third Fire Chief.
A plaque in memory of Fire Chief Cuff was placed on the lawn between the Library
and Ravenswood Avenue in 1962. See The Gate Post XXXIX.5 (Oct-Dec 2013). m

Menlo Park Plaque No. 52a
By Jym Clendenin

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY TOUR 2015 RESERVATION FORM
THE TOUR IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 | NOT RECOMMENDED FOR CHILDREN

Number:__________________ @ $10 each Total Amount Enclosed $ __________________

Name:_____________________________________________________________ Guest: ________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________ E-mail: _______________________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to MENLO PARK HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
Send check and form to: MPHA, 800 Alma Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025



800 Alma Street, Lower Level
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3445
(650) 330-2522

E-mail: mphistorical@yahoo.com
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/mphistorical
Visit us on Facebook: Menlo Park Historical Association
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Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

TIME DATED MATERIAL
Or Current Resident

Thank You!
Stanford Park Nannies

and Union Bank for your
contributions and dedication

to our local heritage.

At this time we would like to remind our loyal
past members who may have forgotten to send
in their memberships that we truly value you
and your input. This is your chance to renew
your membership.

Your tax-deductible dues are our principal
source of revenue, so you can appreciate what
an important role you play in supporting your
historical association. Please continue to give
us your support and discover the pleasure
of helping to preserve the heritage of
Menlo Park.

A renewal envelope is enclosed for your
convenience, and we thank you for your con-
tinued support and hope that you will continue
to do so in the future. m

Reminder... CALENDAR of EVENTS
MAY 23 Holy Cross

Cemetery Tour

JUNE Ice Cream Social
Date to be announced

JUNE 17 Menlo Park Block Party
Please stop by our table

 


