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aoul Wallenberg, the Swedish diplomatR who is credited with saving some
100,000 people in 1944 while he was first
secretary at the Swedish Legation in Buda-
pest, was born 100 years ago this year.
(An article marking this event, written
by Hillary Rodham Clinton and Carl Bildt,
appears in the Jan.16, 2012, edition of the
NY Times at http://tinyurl.com/999rcw7.)
As the war ended he was arrested by the
Soviets and is believed to have died in
1947 while imprisoned in Moscow.
In 1981, Congressman Tom Lantos, one
of those saved by Wallenberg, sponsored
a bill making Wallenberg an honorary
American citizen. Two years later a monu-
ment entitled Raoul! Where are you? by
artist James Stoval (http://tinyurl.com/9ojjful)

was installed at the Menlo Park Civic
Center between the Library and the
Council Chambers. The monument has
a plaque with this quote from Annette
Lantos, wife of Congressman Lantos,
with the title Wallenberg Lives! :

“Raoul Wallenberg’s mission of
mercy on behalf of the United States
behind enemy lines during World War
II was unprecedented in the history
of mankind. He is responsible for
saving 100,000 lives, proving that
one man can make a difference. He
was a shining light in a dark and
depraved world, and with his mission
of mercy, redeemed the reputation
of humanity.” m

MENLO PARK PLAQUE NO.17:

Raoul! Where are you?
By Jym Clendenin
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t’s been a quiet summer at the I Association office giving Frank,
Kathy and Anne time to catch up
on paper work. And speaking
about the office, the news is that
Anne DeCarli, Archivist since
1991, is moving to Redwood City
but thankfully is not leaving us.
Anne started volunteering for
MPHA by logging in new dona-
tions followed by accessioning
information in a data base, main-
taining our membership files, etc.  

Thank you John Arnold, MPHA
member, for volunteering to scan

Just down the road, Gerry Hanley
of Menlough, Ireland will visit us
on October 16th. He’ll receive a
big Irish welcome and treated to
an outstanding Italian lunch. m

A warm welcome to
our newest members:

John Barbour, Gloucester, MA

Nicholas Jellins, Menlo Park  

Jim Murray, Potomac, MD 

Barbara Moss, Lincoln

Scott Scherer, Menlo Park

President’s Message

e are now planning for our Annual Meeting to be held on Sunday, November 18. W Our guest speaker will be William S. Johnson, Publisher of the Palo Alto Weekly,
whose topic is very timely in this age of electronic communications…

History Endangered:
When Newspapers are Gone, How Will Local History Be Written?

Mark your calendars for November 18 at 2:00 p.m. in the Conference Room located down-
stairs at the Library. Refreshments follow. A reminder will be mailed out in November. m

BE SURE TO MARK THOSE CALENDARS

hanks are in order to Ester and Lydia whoTrepresented the Association at the Farmers
Market on August 12. The main purpose of their
participation was to let people know about MPHA.
They handed out past copies of The Gate Post,
managed to sell some books and cards, and had
an enjoyable time meeting people who shared
their stories of Menlo.

What caught the attention of many was an aerial
view of Menlo Park circa 1956. Both are planning
for another day at the Market sometime in October.
If you are down there, check out their table. 

Following up on outreach, Ester (Saturday and Sunday) and Lydia (Saturday) worked at the Friends of the
Library Book Fair. They answered questions about what we do and what we contribute to the community.
This one-on-one approach is an effective way of letting people know about MPHA. m

our photos to the hard drive. Bless
you John… a monumental job! 

Upcoming event
is our end-of-the-
year meeting. The
topic will be a
lively one considering we live in
the world of Google and Yahoo
for news. Hope to see you there.

How do you like the new look of
The Gate Post? Lydia is so happy
having found Gail Waldo of Waldo
Graphics to put it all together in a
nice layout. Thank you Gail.   
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Alameda de las Pulgas and Liberty
Avenue by a widow named Mrs.
L’Hote. She and her son and daugh-
ter, in their late teens, and her sister
planned to run the house as a fine
boarding house for Stanford students.

But the dirt roads of the time were
impassable in winter so the board-
ing house failed and Mrs. L’Hote
sold out.

There were two short-term owners
of the boarding house and then
it was bought in 1902 by French
immigrants Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin
Joulie. The Joulies had three daugh-
ters: Louise, Helen and Angela.

The Joulies continued to run the
boarding house. After the 1906

continued on page 4

the lower block Park Avenue. This
strange anomaly shows up on a 1931
map discovered by Jym Clendenin,
Menlo Park Historical Association
board member. 

In 1894 a large three-story house was
built on the north corner of the

The Long Story Behind a Short Street
By Jesse Arnold

Please have your Menlo Park street map handy before reading this article.

n 1890, when Eugene Avy createdI a parcel of land for John Murray’s
Stanford Dairy, the streets forming
the parcel were Lucky Avenue, Avy
Avenue, Cloud Avenue and Park
Avenue.

Probably no street sign was erected
on Park Avenue. The county did not
maintain the street, the dairy did not
use the street, and no houses were
built across Park Avenue from the
dairy until the late 1930s.

The parcel map showing the dairy
and the block across Park Avenue
from the dairy is titled “Villa Parcels
Subdivision of a Portion of Univer-
sity Heights.” The parcel map was
filed by Mr. Nathan G. Carnall of
Carnall-Fitzhugh-Hopkins Co. of
San Francisco on May 10, 1890.

Avy and Carnall were long-time
business associates and had done
other subdivisions in Berkeley
and Salinas and, after University
Heights, did the adjoining Menlo
Heights subdivision. Avy also lived
in San Francisco, but had a summer
home in Menlo Park on the north-
west corner of Sandhill Road and
Santa Cruz Avenue.

The title on the parcel map implies
that the rest of the 70 acres that
Mr. Avy had bought from John
Murray in 1889 had previously
been subdivided and that the name
Park Avenue had also been used on
the previous map, which showed
the area between Lucky Avenue
and the Alameda.

However, Carnall’s tract maps were
not consistent. He had called the
upper block Liberty Avenue and

“Mr. Joulie
planted fruit
trees and grape
vines and made
wine. He was
6'4" tall and
rode a white
stallion.”

The Kiefer House
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earthquake and fire, the Joulies
took in friends from the French
immigrant community in San
Francisco, where the Joulies had
previously lived. In 1910 they
began providing room and board
to the men building the Sharon
Estate. During World War I, they
put up officers from Camp Fremont.

The Joulies also bought the block
across Liberty Avenue from their
house, and another parcel across
Sharon Road at the corner of Santa
Cruz Avenue. Mr. Joulie planted
fruit trees and grape vines and
made wine. He was 6’4” tall and
rode a white stallion. The census
listed Mr. Joulie’s occupation as
farmer.

After World War I the Joulies
decided to get out of the boarding
house business and removed the
third story from the house.

Mr. Joulie died in 1923.

In the late 1930s Mrs. Joulie was
still living in the house. Mrs. Joulie’s
youngest daughter Angela Kiefer,
son-in-law John Kiefer and grand-
son John H. Kiefer lived with Mrs.
Joulie. Mr. Kiefer was the Super-
visor of Elections for San Mateo
County.

In the late 1930s Mr. Edmonds, the
owner of a neighborhood market at
the corner of Gordon Avenue and
the Alameda, moved two houses
onto property he owned on Park
Avenue, the lower block of the
street, across from the John
Murray house of 1885.

Mr. Edmonds must have known
the upper block of the street was
called Liberty Avenue, but in the

of two people who had lived on the
street for more than 30 years and a
key county official?

Of course the Supervisors voted for
compromise and ruled that both
names would have to be kept. And
that is how a two-block street got
the unlikely name of Liberty Park
Avenue.

Author’s note:
My mother Fanny Arnold told me
the basic story of how Liberty Park
Avenue got its name. I did some
research to add some details.

Sources:
Fanny Arnold, Jym Clendenin, Bill
Grimm, Edward Hopkins, Angela
Joulie Kiefer and John H. Kiefer.m

course of doing his development
he came across the original tract
map with the name Park Avenue.

He complained to the county
that the whole street should be
signed as Park Avenue and that
the name Liberty Avenue should
be discontinued.

Mrs. Joulie and the Kiefers were
adamant that Liberty Avenue had
been in use for more than 30 years
and that a long forgotten tract map
was not a valid reason to change
the name.

It was up to the Board of Super-
visors to resolve the dispute. Would
they take the side of a respected
local businessman or rule in favor

The Long Story... continued from page 3

The Kiefer Barn
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COMMENT
The Gate Post welcomes comments from our readers on published articles, suggestions you might have, or

anything in between. Please e-mail Lydia (ledioli@yahoo.com) or send a letter to the Association Office.

The following comment from John Arnold of Menlo Park refers to Marion Compston’s article Wonderful
Memories of Growing Up in Menlo Park (July– September 2012 issue).  

Marion alluded to a ‘Miss Allard,’ who taught at St. Joseph’s. Actually the name was
Katherine Ahlert. Her mother was Annie Doyle and her uncle Jim Doyle, S.J., an old family
not forgotten in the history of Menlo Park.m

Did you know that Viola Odorata is
the official flower of Menlo Park?

n 1983 on the recommendation of MPHA, the City Council formallyI adopted the purple violet as its official flower. It grew profusely on land
leased from the Timothy Hopkins estate by the Lynch Nursery and Sunset
Seed Company. From here the viola was shipped and sold in shops and
corner flower stalls in San Francisco as well as to eastern markets.

City Manager Mike Bedwell tried to find this “shy little purple violet”
to establish near the City administration building approximately in the
same location as the original beds of violets. With the help of Rita Gado
(former president of the Association), she managed to receive packets
of seeds imported from Germany by a seed company in San Francisco.
Next time you are near the Administration Building see if you can find
this fragrant little flower. (Information taken from the February, 1983
issue of The Gate Post.) m

THINGS TO DO
The San Mateo County History
Museum offers free admission on the
first Friday of each month. Museum is
located at 2200 Broadway (Old Court
House), Redwood City.

Another nostalgic museum to visit is
The Museum of American Heritage
located at 351 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto.
The Museum is located in the historic
Williams House and Gardens near
downtown Palo Alto.

Current Exhibit: Inventing the 20th
Century: 1901-1941 to January 13, 2013

Surely you recognize this building, but do you know what’s there
today? First to call and let us know will win a prize.m
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Individual Memberships
(per person)

Student . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3.00
Senior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
Regular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00
Pioneer-Founder . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
Life – one time only . . . . . . . 200.00

Group Memberships 

Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 25.00
Patron/Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . 100.00

TIME DATED MATERIAL
Or Current Resident

Annual Meeting & Speaker

William S. Johnson
Publisher of the Palo Alto Weekly

History Endangered:
When Newspapers are Gone,

How Will Local History be Written?

NOVEMBER 18, 2012 • 2 to 4 pm

TO CONTACT THE MPHA

Telephone: (650) 330-2522
E-mail: MPHistorical@yahoo.com


