
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 

 

Once known by many as Decoration Day, on May 5, 

1868 General John Logan, national commander of the 

Grand Army of the Republic, proclaimed that May 30 be 

set aside as a day for the nation to decorate with flowers 

the graves of those who died during the Civil War.  It is 

believed that late May was chosen because flowers 

would be in bloom all over the country.  The idea had its 

roots, though, going back to at least 1864 when southern 

ladies' organizations and southern children decorated the 

graves of the Civil War dead.   

By the 1880s, in certain areas Decoration Day became known informally as 

Memorial Day.  Both names were used throughout the 1900s, with the term 

“Memorial Day” gaining prominence over Decoration Day.  It became more 

common after World War II, and in 1967 Memorial Day was declared the official 

name by Federal law.   By the 20th century Memorial Day was extended to honor 

all Americans who died in war.  Eventually it became an occasion for more general 

expressions of memory, as people visited the graves of their deceased relatives, 

whether or not they had served in the military.  

Traditional observance of Memorial Day has diminished over the years.  Many 

Americans nowadays are unaware of or have forgotten the meaning and traditions 

of Memorial Day. 

In 1915 professor and humanitarian, Moina Michael, inspired by a poem written by 

John McCrae, In Flanders Fields, conceived of an idea to wear red poppies on 

Memorial Day in honor of those who served during World War I.  She was the first 

to wear one and sold poppies to her friends and co-workers with the money going 

to benefit servicemen in need.  Additionally, she published a poem We Shall Keep 

the Faith as a tribute to the opening lines In Flanders Fields.  (See last page)
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A TRIBUTE  

By George Carr 

 
I was inspired to write the following because of an 

article that appeared in the October-December 2011 

issue of the Menlo Park Historical Association’s 

“Gate Post” entitled “Let’s Not Forget Veteran’s 

Day.” 

 

Due to my prior knowledge of the Callaghan 

family, the names Daniel “Jud” Callaghan and 

Thomas Callaghan reminded me of the great 

contributions given to our country by the Callaghan 

family.  As far as I am concerned, all veterans are 

heroes; if they were in combat or not, it does not 

matter. 

 

Being somewhat of a scholar of WWII history and 

the Medal of Honor, I remembered when I was a 

rookie Police Officer for the Town of Atherton in 

1967.  I was being introduced to the Town by my 

Sergeant who was a WWII Navy veteran.  He was 

telling me as well as showing me various locations 

that had historical interest.  We were driving on 

Park Lane, close to the Circus Club when he 

pointed to an older stucco house and explained that 

this was the home of the Callaghan family where 

the father of Daniel “Jud” Callaghan (as listed in the 

Gate Post article) Admiral Daniel Judson 

Callaghan, USN had received the Medal of Honor 

in WWII. 

 

In an effort to gain accurate knowledge about the 

Callaghan men, I began my walk thru history where 

my search became a labor of respect and admiration 

for the Callaghan family.  Along the way, I 

searched the web, read history books and other 

informational papers, walked and visited a 

cemetery, and talked to a member of the Callaghan 

family and even renewed an old friendship.  During 

my quest for information, I was amazed to find that 

the list of Callaghans included not only one 

Admiral, but three Admirals, a Senior Naval officer 

and a Marine PFC, totaling five; two of which were 

killed, one in WWII and one in Vietnam.  Their 

recognition is well deserved…“Lest We Forget.” 

 

 Rear Admiral Daniel Judson 

Callaghan was born in San 

Francisco in 1892.  He was 

killed in action on the bridge 

of his flagship, the USS San 

Francisco during the battle 

of Guadalcanal on 

November 12-13, 1942.  His 

fleet of 13 ships engaged the 

Japanese armada of 127 

ships in a short range battle, 

ship to ship.  Admiral Ernest 

J. King stated, “This was 

one of the most furious sea 

battles ever fought.”  At the 

end of the battle, the surviving ships of the 

Callaghan Fleet controlled the area which became 

known as “Iron Bottom Bay.”  The San Francisco’s 

Captain and almost every Senior Officer aboard 

were also killed and all were buried at sea.  Admiral 

Callaghan was awarded the Medal of Honor.  His 

citations read in part: “For extraordinary heroism 

and conspicuous intrepidity above and beyond the 

call of duty during action against Japanese forces.  

With ingenious tactical skill and coordination of 

units under his command led his force into battle 

against tremendous odds.”  The shell battered 

bridge wings of the USS San Francisco now stand 

as a memorial to Admiral Callaghan and his 

Officers and men who died with him at 

Guadalcanal.  The Memorial is located in San 

Francisco at the corner of El Camino Del Mar at 

Lands End, where it overlooks the Pacific Ocean at 

Seal Rock and the Golden Gate Strait.  A Memorial 

Service is held every year a few days before 

Memorial Day. 
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It is interesting to note that Admiral Callaghan was 

the Commanding Officer of the San Francisco or 

the “Frisco” (as she was called by her crew) during 

the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  

When he was promoted from Captain to Admiral, 

he was reassigned to Washington D.C. and became 

Chief of Staff to the Commander of Pacific Naval 

Forces.  Upon his request, he was reassigned again 

as Flag Commander of the American Task Force 

where he chose as his Flag Ship, the USS San 

Francisco.  It was obvious that he had developed a 

loyal attachment to the “Frisco” and its crew. 

 

 

 Vice Admiral 

William M. 

Callaghan (Daniel’s 

brother) was born in 

San Francisco in 

1897.  He served as 

the first Captain of 

the Battleship USS 

Missouri and was the 

Inaugural 

Commander of the 

Military Sea 

Transport Service 

(MSTS).  He served his country in three wars 

starting in WWI.  Even though he was considered 

the “Father of MSTS” and promoted from Rear to 

Vice Admiral, he is perhaps best known for 

ordering (despite disagreement from some of his 

crew) that an honorable funeral be held for an 

enemy pilot who died during a Kamikaze attack on 

the Missouri in 1945.  He stated in part “the 

ceremony was simply a tribute to a fellow warrior 

who displayed courage and devotion and who had 

made the ultimate sacrifice with his life, fighting for 

his country.”   Years later in 1998 at a reunion of 

the Missouri Veterans, many of those present at the 

time felt that upon reflection, their Captain had 

acted correctly.  He retired from the Navy in 1957 

with the rank of Vice Admiral and served in various 

civilian jobs; most notably with American Export 

Lines as its Vice President, and with the National 

Academy of Sciences as its Chairman.  A MSTS 

Transport Ship was named for him – the “GTS 

Admiral W.M. Callaghan.”  He resided in Chevy 

Chase, Maryland and following a stroke he died on 

July 8, 1991 at the age of 93.  He is buried at 

Arlington National Cemetery. 

 

Rear Admiral William M. Callaghan, Jr. (the Vice 

Admiral’s son) was born in 1928.  He graduated 

from the U.S. Naval Academy as did his father 

William, Sr., and his uncle Daniel before him.  He 

became a Navy Aviator and was  the last 

Commanding Officer of the Aircraft Carrier USS 

Bennington  before 

she was  

decommissioned at 

Bremerton, 

Washington in 

January of 1970.  He 

also (along with 

several other 

assignments) 

became Commander, Fleet Air Wing 

Mediterranean.  He retired shortly after and 

currently resides on the East Coast. 

 

 Daniel “Jud” Callaghan, Jr. (the 

son of Admiral Daniel Judson 

Callaghan – the Medal of Honor 

recipient) was born in Berkeley, 

CA in 1915 and attended St. 

Mary’s High School where he was 

inducted into their Sports Hall of 

Fame in 1990.  He graduated from 

the University of California, Berkeley, where he 

was a member of the victorious 1937 Rose Bowl 

Team and served in the Navy during WWII rising to 

the rank of Lieutenant Commander.  After the war, 

he was discharged from the Navy and served 

California as the Director of Veterans Affairs.  In 

1956 he moved from State Service to be a Director 

of Bay Area Council leading the planning for the 

industrial development for the Bay Area counties.  

In 1961 he became Chief Administrator of the Bay 

Area Air Quality Management District and retired 

in 1978 after 17 years at the helm of that 

organization.  He passed away at the age of 90 in 
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2006 and is buried in Menlo Park’s Holy Cross 

Cemetery. 

 

Private First Class Thomas L. Callaghan (is the son 

of Daniel “Jud” Callaghan, Jr.) was born in 1949 

and attended local grade schools in the Menlo Park 

and Atherton areas.  He graduated in 1967 from 

Woodside High School where he played football.  

After high school he attended Junior College before 

entering the Marine Corps.  After Boot Camp and 

Advanced Combat Training, he was sent to Vietnam 

as a member of Co H 4 Marines 3
rd

 Marine 

Division.  Thomas died aboard a Hospital Ship in 

Vietnam on July 28, 1969, and he was escorted 

home by his childhood friend Steve Morey, also a 

fellow Marine who was serving in Vietnam at the 

same time.  He is buried in Menlo Park’s Holy 

Cross Cemetery next 

to his close 

childhood friend 

Elgin Jury who was 

killed in action a month before him.  They were 

close in life and remain close in death; may they 

both rest in peace. 

 

There is no greater gift that a family can give than 

the service of their sons to their country.  Without 

question, the Callaghan Family is a “5-Star” family.  

May the “5” Callaghans always be remembered as 

“Our Heroes.” 

 

  With respect and admiration, 

  George Carr 

  Sergeant (Retired)  

  Atherton Police Department 

  

WE SHALL KEEP THE FAITH 

By Moina Michael, November, 1918 

Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields, 

Sleep sweet - to rise anew! 

We caught the torch you threw 

And holding high, we keep the Faith 

With All who died. 

We cherish, too, the poppy red 

That grows on fields where valor led; 

It seems to signal to the skies 

That blood of heroes never dies, 

But lends a lustre to the red 

Of the flower that blooms above the dead 

In Flanders Fields. 

And now the Torch and Poppy Red 

We wear in honor of our dead. 

Fear not that ye have died for naught; 

We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought 

In Flanders Fields.. 
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

 
 

Mark your calendars for JUNE 24, 2012   2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

 

Where: Under the beautiful oak trees near the Menlo Park Library 

 

Hosted by the Kavanaugh family 

 

Thank you Mrs. Kavanaugh for making this event very special. 

 

 

 

                                                   
 

 

 

 

 

MPHA EVENT CALENDAR 

 

June 19, 2012 11:00 a.m.  A celebration for the 25th Anniversary of the  

   Clock Tower will be held at the Menlo Park train depot. 

 

June 20, 2012 Annual Menlo Park Block Party.  MPHA will have a table 

                               at the Block Party.    Make sure you stop by and say hello, 

                               see old pictures on display, and have some goodies. 

    

 

 



 

 

P.O. Box 1002 

Menlo Park, CA  94026-1002 

Phone:  (650) 330-2522 

 

 

 

     TIME DATED MATERIAL 
                                                             Or Current Resident 

 

Individual Memberships (per 

person) 

Student ........................... $   3.00 

Senior................................ 10.00 

Regular ............................. 15.00 

Pioneer-Founder ............... 25.00 

Life – one time only ....... 200.00 

Group Memberships  

Family ........................... $  25.00 

Patron/Sponsor ............... 100.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 19, CLOCK TOWER CELEBRATION 

 

JUNE 24, ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
 

 

TO CONTACT THE MPHA 
 

PHONE NUMBER: (650) 330-2522 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  mphistorical@yahoo.com 
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