
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL HAIL TO THE DRAGON 

A GOOD TIME HAD BY ALL 

 

Once again the annual MPHA Chinese 

Dinner brought together members and 

guests for an evening of good cheer.  

Forty-nine celebrants helped make this 

annual event a very successful one.  

They made the evening a very lively, 

entertaining one.  Thank you all for 

coming.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even our youngest guest joined in  

on the celebration. 

 

 

MERRILL HISTORY ROOM (at Library) Office Hours: Tues. – 12 pm to 3 pm – Wed. – 10 am to 2 pm - https://sites.google.com/site/mphistorical/home 
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John Murray, the Stanford Dairy, and Why There is a Jog in Avy Avenue 

(Note: Have your Menlo Park street map open before reading this article.) 

By Jesse Arnold 

Have you every wondered why there is a jog in Avy Avenue where it crosses Cloud Avenue?  Here is the story. 

 

John Murray and his wife Mary were both Irish 

immigrants who came to New York City in 1848 or 

’49 and met and married there.  Mary was pregnant 

with their first child when the decision was made 

for Murray to go to California to seek the family’s 

fortune, while Mary stayed in New York City with 

friends. 

Murray arrived in Menlo Park in 1850 and got a job 

working on the I.C. Woods estate on Middlefield 

Road in the Ravenswood area. Murray worked there 

until about 1856.  He then returned to New York to 

get his wife and young son. When the Murrays 

came back to California in 1857, they settled at 

Searsville and bought 38 acres of land.  Murray 

became a dairy farmer. 

In about 1873, John Murray made the best business 

decision of his life. He bought 109 acres on the 

bank of San Francisquito Creek. The land was 

rocky and covered with brush and was of no use for 

cattle grazing.  But he could see that it would be an 

ideal place to put a dam, and he bet the $900 

purchase price that someone would pay him far  

more for the land should a dam be built there. 

Sure enough, in 1878 the Spring Valley Water 

Company bought all of Murray’s land at Searsville 

for $13,000. 

Murray rented the property back from the water 

company and continued his dairy while he looked 

for a new farm. The dam was completed in 1891. 

Sometime after 1878, Murray bought a 70-acre farm 

in Menlo Park. The property was on both sides of 

the Alameda de Las Pulgas from Altschul Avenue 

to Cloud Avenue, and from Valparaiso Avenue to 

Avy Avenue, plus a 10-acre parcel bounded by the 

Alameda, Avy and Cloud Avenues and Sharon 

Road. 

However, back then the Alameda was called 

Mulberry Street and Sharon Road was called Menlo 

Avenue and both were paper streets (streets that 

exist only on a subdivision map).  Altschul, Cloud 

and Avy had not yet been drawn on a map. 

 

 

In 1885 Murray built his house and barn on his new farm. The 

buildings were located in the 10-acre parcel described above. 

The house was located near the well. It was a typical farm 

house for its time and place: a one-story house with a porch 

around two sides. The front porch faced downtown Menlo Park 

and the side porch faced Stanford. The house was all redwood.  

The original configuration of the house is unknown.  It either 

consisted of two bedrooms and a large parlor, or three 

bedrooms and a small parlor with a kitchen and dining room 

combination. There was no indoor plumbing. 
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The barn was located about 100 feet from the house where Murray 

could look down Santa Cruz Avenue and see if he had any visitors 

coming out from town. 

 

Murray called his dairy at Menlo Park the Stanford Dairy. At the 

time Murray’s son James worked as the horseshoer on Leland 

Stanford’s farm shoeing Stanford’s world champion trotting horses.  

I believe that John Murray and Leland Stanford were acquainted 

and that Murray had permission to use the Stanford name. Whether 

it was put in writing or any money changed hands is something I 

would like to know. 
   John Murray’s barn.  Photo of an oil painting by  

      Stanford student Miss Mooney in the late 1940s 

 

On July 17, 1889, John and Mary Murray sold their 

farm to Eugene Avy.  Avy was a subdivider, and he 

and others were eager to sell lots to people coming 

to teach and work at Stanford University, which 

was scheduled to open in 1891. Avy called his 

subdivision University Heights. 

What I think happened is that John Murray agreed 

to sell the farm to Avy provided that Avy would 

allow the dairy to continue to operate on a small 

part of the farm.  Murray then found a new owner 

for the dairy and retired to downtown Menlo Park.  

Avy then had to divide the 10-acre parcel that 

contained the house and barn in a way to give the 

dairy room to operate. The way Avy did that was to 

place Lucky Avenue closer to the Alameda than to 

Cloud Avenue and to expand the 10-acre parcel 

containing the buildings about 100 feet toward 

Valparaiso Avenue, thus putting the jog in Avy 

Avenue.  

Avy then received the rental payment from the 

Stanford Dairy on his land while he worked on 

selling his lots.  He was also free to sell the dairy 

parcel.  The Stanford Dairy continued to operate on 

the 4.6 acre parcel created for it by Avy until 1933 

or 1934. A dairy was still there in 1935, but I don’t 

know if it still had the name of Stanford Dairy. 

My parents, Tom and Fanny Arnold, used the barn 

for their horse business, the Idle Hour Stable, from 

1935 through 1950. Finally, John Murray’s barn – 

that caused the jog in Avy Avenue – was torn down 

in 1951 but the house is still standing. 

Mary Murray died in 1890 and John Murray died in 

1893. They are buried at Holy Cross cemetery just 

two blocks away from the house they built in 1885. 

(P.S. On the tract map for the neighboring 

Escondite tract, filed on Feb. 26, 1889, Avy Avenue 

was called Murray Avenue. Although Avy filed his 

map later, he must have had more pull because Avy 

is what we got.) 

 

 

____________________________ 

References:   

“John Murray Family History,” by Jim Murray, unpublished manuscript. 

 

The History of Jasper Ridge, by Dorothy Regnery, 1991, Stanford University Historical Society, Stanford University. 

 

Thanks to Frank Helfrich and all the other people who helped in this endeavor.  Frank Helfrich donated a Stanford Dairy milk bottle to 

the MPHA, and it can be seen at the history room. 
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     TIME DATED MATERIAL 
                                                             Or Current Resident 

 

Individual Memberships (per 

person) 

Student ........................... $   3.00 

Senior ................................ 10.00 

Regular ............................. 15.00 

Pioneer-Founder ............... 25.00 

Life – one time only ....... 200.00 

Group Memberships  

Family ........................... $  25.00 

Patron/Sponsor ............... 100.00 

 

 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CHINESE DINNER 
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