
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON 
The Most Auspicious Animal 

 

 

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, February 26, 2012, at 

5:00 p.m. and join us at Ten Fu Restaurant.  The Menlo Park 

Historical Association will be hosting the annual Chinese 

Dinner and invites all members AND their guests to help 

celebrate the Year of the Rabbit.   Price:   $25.00 per person, tax 

and tip included.    There will be delectable items from which to 

choose, but one thing for sure, we never leave hungry. 

 

The Ten Fu Restaurant is located at 1352 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, near the 

intersection of Valparaiso Ave. There is ample parking in the back of the restaurant 

using the El Camino Real entrance.  

 

A reservation form for the dinner is found on page 5 of the Newsletter. We 

encourage you to respond quickly in order to provide the restaurant early 

notice.  
 

So, mark that calendar for Sunday, the 26th of February and let's have a great 

turnout!!!!! 

 

So you people born in 1928, 1940, 1952, 1964, your sign is the "free spirit" of the 

Zodiac. Rules and regulations are made for others.  The Dragon is a beautiful 

creature, colorful and flamboyant, a bungle of energy, gifted and utterly 

irrepressible. What they do is on a grand scale - big ideas, ornate gestures, extreme 

ambitions.   Ummm, maybe a bit "full" of themselves!!!!! 

 

      

MERRILL HISTORY ROOM (at Library) Office Hours: Tues. – 12 pm to 3 pm; Wed. – 10 am to 3 pm – www.menlopark.org/homepage/history.html 
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           President's Message 

The Board would like to take this time to wish everyone a very Happy New Year.  Amazing how time flies so quickly.   

Welcome back to the Board, is former Board member, Jim Lewis.  Like the prodigal son, he missed us.  All kidding 

aside, thank you Jim for coming back willing to volunteer your time. 

The Board extends a big THANK YOU to Betty Meissner whose artistic talents helped put together a wonderful MPHA 

display in the Library during the month of December.  You are a gem, Betty. 

We had a fantastic turnout at the Annual Meeting held in November.  An overflowing 

crowd of more than 80 people listened to Michael Svanevik entertained us with stories of 

the "Pillars" of Menlo Park.  Rather than talk about the usual people (the Athertons, Floods, 

Hopkins, etc.), he shared with us the lesser known "pillars" who made this town what it is 

today… the many Irish and Italian immigrants who came to Menlo.   Thank you, 

Michael…. we are waiting for the next installment. 

And a thank you to Annie LaPoint, the artist who let us borrow her beautiful watercolor of the 

Menlo Park Train Depot for our new note cards.  She shared with us her happy memories of 

growing up in Menlo.  These beautiful cards can be purchased at either the Library or at the 

MPHA office. 

The next event on the calendar is the annual Chinese Dinner at Ten Fu.  Page 5 of the 

Newsletter has the reservation form.  Hope to see you there.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Odds and Ends 

San Mateo County History Museum, February 14- December 31, 2012 

Playing Grown-Up: Toys from the Harry P. Costa Collection.   Explore toys from the 1930s,1940s and 1950s.  

Included are: an antique pedal car fire truck and airplane, Tonka work trucks, a fully electric 1929 Lionel Stove & 

Oven, "Miss Friday" mechanical doll, and a working Lionel train to just name a few. 

Starting January 2012, free admission on the first Friday of each month at the San Mateo County History Museum.   

 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!!! 

We want to thank everyone for your continued support in 2011.  Your dues support the preservation of our archives and 

expenses incurred during the year.   For gift memberships, we will send a card announcing your gift with our most recent issue 

of The Gate Post.    Remember your dues are tax-deductible. 

Please observe, on right hand corner of your address label is a date which indicates the last time you paid your dues.   

Some members have let their dues lapse.   Let’s try to become current—2012.  

An envelope is enclosed for your convenience. 
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MEET YOUR BOARD MEMBER 

Tom Carter 

MEMORIES OF A CHILDHOOD IN MENLO PARK 

 

Born George Thomas Carter, to George and Lucille Carter in 1935. Dad was a fireman 
and mom a homemaker. Our first place of residence was a small home next to 1077 
Merrill Street, (where Menlo Center now stands) near the railroad tracks and next to 
the fire station, which later became a big part of my life. We lived there amid the train 
whistles and fire sirens until about 1937, the year my brother Bill was born. 

We next lived at 250 Princeton Road, in west Menlo, sometimes referred to as Stanford 
Park. It was there that recallable memories began. On the west side of the street there 
were many vacant lots, where we played ball and built forts which would disappear 
each spring during plowing.  On our side of the street lived many friends and 
playmates.   The Borbas at the north end of the street then came the Ittners, Barry 
Daniels, David Sexton, the Winoviches.  Next to us were the Giudicis (Frank and Carlos). 

In the early forties the family moved one block away 
to 262 Yale Road.   Sister Judy was born in 1943. 
During those years I attended the local schools.  
Kindergarten at Central School on El Camino (on the 
site of the old Cadillac agency):  first grade through 
sixth at Fremont School on Middle Avenue, where the 
Rosener House in now located,  and seventh and 
eighth grades back at Central School. 

Growing up in Menlo Park during these years was 
very special--a time of innocence, if you will--the 
freedom to go almost any place by bicycle and be out 
during evening hours without fear.  I treasure many 
memories and friendships from those years;  
Saturday afternoon movies at the Menlo theatre 
(now the Guild), pick-up baseball and football games 
at Nealon Park, the Golden Churn for milkshakes, and 
the Wagon for hamburgers. 

Sunshine Market and D'Natali's ice cream and candy 
store, Boy Scout troop #107, trying to ride the 
Shetland ponies across the pasture which is now the 
site of the Stanford Shopping Center; the Palo Alto 
Times paper route, hanging out at the fire station on 
Merrill Street on Sunday afternoons, Greyhound bus 
trips to Seals stadium as ten and eleven year olds, 
without a chaperone, just to name a few.  And 
memories of the war years; Gasoline rationing 
stickers, air raid drills at school, my mother kneading  
coloring into the nucoa to make it look like butter.   I  

will never forget Dibble General Hospital, which was 
the burn and amputee hospital for the war in the 
Pacific. The images of those injured servicemen will 
remain with me forever.  

In 1949 we moved to Santa Cruz Avenue and 
Hermosa Way.   I started high school that year, 
attending Sequoia High School for two years before 
the new Menlo-Atherton High School opened, 
spending my junior and senior years at Menlo-
Atherton before graduating. During my junior year, 
ten young men joined together to form a very close 
knit group, bonded together in friendship. We were 
known as “Le Garcon”.  There were five Bobs, two 
Richards, Tom, Jack and my lifelong friend Dave. 
Today we are eight, and see each other often. These 
are special friendships, to be sure. 

After graduating in 1953, I started my career in the 
fire service, first with the San Mateo County Fire 
Warden and then with the Menlo Park Fire District on 
Christmas Day,  that same year, spending 33 years 
with the district before retiring.   

My wife Sharyl and I enjoy our retirement by 
traveling and volunteering.  Being part of the Menlo 
Park Historical Association is fulfilling and fun as we 
exchange old memories and stories about “Old 
Menlo."  
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THE WILD AND WOOLY DAYS OF MENLO 
By Lydia Dioli Cooper 

Well, after visiting the exhibit Broads, Bootleggers & Bookies at the San Mateo County History Museum, I 
started thinking how Menlo Park might have played into this.  I soon discovered that Menlo Park not only had a 
checkered past during the Prohibition period, but it was THE thorn on Leland and Jane Stanford's side before 
Prohibition.  Since the Stanfords were, let's say, not "into drinking", the sale of alcohol in any form was 
forbidden in Palo Alto.  Enter Menlo Park. 

During the late 1800's early 1900's Menlo Park had a 
growing population of Irish and Italians.  And yes, these 
two groups were "into drinking."   So, one can just 
imagine what happened next.  In 1895-96, liquor licenses 
were given to B. F. Burke, C.W Coxen, J. H. O'Keefe, 
Thomas McIntyre, P. Lenehan, Frank Roach.  Saloons, 
(such as The Blue Goose Saloon and Classic Saloon) retail 
establishments selling liquor, and, of course, wine and 
grappa made Menlo for those Stanford athletes, 
fraternity boys and students an easy place to escape.   

Charlie Meyer's saloon on El Camino and Oak Grove was a favorite for these young revelers.  Football 
 victories, fraternity initiation--you name it--was 
an excuse to come to Menlo.  Drunkenness 
resulting in rowdy behavior caused many 
citizens (if there were many in the early 1900's) 
to look upon these young men as a curse on 
their quiet village.  Yes, the residents were 
outraged.  And so was Mrs. Stanford.  Jane 
Lathrop Stanford who died in 1905 demanded 
in her Will that "no alcohol" be served within 
one mile of the Stanford Campus. The Will, 
however, was filed in Santa Clara County and 
did not have any influence in San Mateo 
County.   Later, as recorded in a local newspaper 
in 1908, "The anti-liquor sentiment is starting to catch fire all over the Peninsula… Possibly starting out with 
Stanford's demands, the general feeling is that there were far too many drunks in and about the town.  A 
meeting of the Menlo Park Improvement Club brought this feeling out in the fore, and steps were taken by its 
members to stop further sale of liquor in the town…." 

The Pastor at the Church of Nativity along with the Archbishop of San Francisco pleaded with Stanford 
administrators to do something.  President David Starr Jordon was so outraged he campaigned to close not only 
Menlo's saloons but saloons in and around the University.  Finally in 1909 a law was passed making it illegal to 
sell alcoholic beverages within a 1.5 mile radius of Stanford.   How did this affect the "drinking establishments" 
in Menlo Park?  Charlie Meyer's saloon did close along with many of the other established saloons.  But did this 
stop the making of wine and grappa?  You decide.   

And this all took place prior to Prohibition.  Can you imagine what Menlo Park was like during Prohibition?  I see 
another article forthcoming. 



 

Menlo Park Plaque #46 

 
By Jym Clendenin 

 

 

In 1977 the City of Menlo Park began a 20-yr lease-

purchase agreement with the Menlo Park City School 

District for the old Fremont School site on Middle Avenue. 

In 1999, after assuming full ownership of the site, the City 

approved the razing and replacing of the former school 

with an expanded Rosener House to be built by the 

Peninsula Volunteers 

(http://www.penvol.org/rosenerhouse/home_history.html). 

Simultaneously it set out to create a new public park in the 

old school playground. The Officer Jack W. Lyle Park was 

dedicated and marked by a bronze plaque on June 29, 

2002, named after the only Menlo Park police officer to be 

killed in the line of duty (in 1960). (The Menlo Park Police 

Officers Association maintains an online memorial with 

extensive details concerning Officer Lyle at  

http://www.menloparkpoa.org/memorial.html .) The 

12x15” plaque is mounted at an angle of 45° at waist 

height on a concrete pedestal located between the playing 

field and the toddlers’ playground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESERVATION FORM 

CHINESE NEW YEAR DINNER--YEAR OF THE RABBIT 

 

Sunday, February 26, 2012, 5:00 p.m. 

Ten Fu Restaurant 

1352 El Camino Real 

Menlo Park, CA 

 

Number________@ $25 each     Total Amount Enclosed $ _______ 

 

Address_________________________________________ Telephone __________________  

 

 

Please make checks payable to:        MENLO PARK HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION  

Please send check and form to:        MPHA  

                                                             Box 1002  

                                                             Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 

For more information, call: (650) 330-2522.                                   HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 

http://www.penvol.org/rosenerhouse/home_history.html
http://www.menloparkpoa.org/memorial.html


 

P.O. Box 1002 

Menlo Park, CA  94026-1002 

Phone:  (650) 330-2522 

 

 

     TIME DATED MATERIAL 
                                                                          Or Current Resident 

Individual Memberships (per 

person) 

Student ........................... $   3.00 

Senior................................ 10.00 

Regular ............................. 15.00 

Pioneer-Founder ............... 25.00 

Life – one time only ....... 200.00 

Group Memberships  

Family ........................... $  25.00 

Patron/Sponsor ............... 100.00 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Angelo's Ranch was located somewhere in the vicinity of Menlo Park.  This "Stage 

House" in a tent was typical of California's makeshift housing that was set up for 

thousands of travelers in 1849 and 1850.  This may have been one of the early "drinking" 

establishments" servicing thirsty travelers. 
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