
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

ANOTHER TIME 

 

 
As you can see, this photo was taken in 1954 and published in the San 

Francisco Chronicle.  Can you locate the property?  Look closely and you will 

see the old Hoover Pavilion in the background.  Yes, this is the site of the 

present day Stanford Shopping Center.  For those of you living in this area 

prior to 1956, this photo should bring back memories. 

 

 

 

MERRILL HISTORY ROOM (at Library) Office Hours: Tues. – 12 pm to 2 pm – Wed. – 10 am to 2 pm – www.menlopark.org/homepage/history.html 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
MPHA wishes to thank all those that 

attended the Chinese Dinner.  We were 48 

strong, and, as usual, Ten Fu made the 

evening worthwhile with the selections of 

delicious food.  Congratulations to the 

Robbianos for winning a gift certificate for a 

future dinner at Ten Fu. 

Keep in mind that the Kavanaugh’s host the 

annual Ice Cream Social a wonderful event 

held under the oak trees near the Menlo Park 

Library.   Mark the calendar, June 27.   

Reminder flyers will be mailed in June.  And 

finally MPHA is planning on having a booth 

at the 4
th

 of July celebration to be held at 

Burgess Park.  Look for us and stop by for 

ice cream on us.  What’s the 4
th

 without ice 

cream? 

Thank you is in order for all members who 

sent in their renewal dues, and we welcome 

new member, Caroline Matheny Dillman.  

Stop by our office and peruse our collections 

of photographs, articles, etc. 

Looking for a gift?  Why not a membership 

to the Menlo Park Historical Association 

which includes not only the Newsletter but 

invitations to our annual events.  Also a copy 

of Beyond the Gate, an historical book on 

Menlo Park, is always a good read and gift. 

 

HAPPY DINERS AT THE CHINESE DINNER 

 

                                                        
 Rich Morey and Tim Goode                                           Kathleen Terry and Deke Sonnicksan                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                      Judy and Jim Clendenin                                                                   Mary Ann and Paul Robbi
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LAST REMINDER 
 

Please take a moment to look at your address label on the Newsletter.  A payable 

envelope is enclosed for those whose membership dues have lapsed.   Because dues help 

MPHA cover costs incurred during the year and with the mailing of the Newsletter, if 

your dues have expired, it will be necessary to drop you from our mailing list.   Please 

take this time to become current.  For your convenience, we have lifetime memberships 

available for $200.  Thank you. 

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

MPHA Plaque #26 

By Jym Clendenin 

 

 

In 2006, on the occasion of the Sesquicentennial 

of the incorporation of San Mateo County, a 

plaque honoring Menlo Park’s first permanent 

settlers was presented to the City of Menlo Park 

by the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, Kiwanis 

Club, Lions Club, Menlo Park Chamber of 

Commerce and the Historical Association of 

Menlo Park.  Little did Dennis J. Oliver and 

brother-in-law D.C. McGlynn know in the early 

1850s when they established their ranch along 

the north bank of the San Francisquito Creek that 

it would grow to be the center of a vibrant city on 

the Bay carrying the name of their ranch, Menlo 

Park.   The brothers, from Menlough in County 

Galway, Ireland, erected a wooden gate at the 

entrance to their ranch with the words “Menlo 

Park” at the top.  The gate was on the west side 

of County Road (now El Camino Real) at about the location of 869 El Camino Real, presently 

occupied by Starbucks.  In the 1850s the nearest thing to a settlement in this area was in 

Ravenswood close to the wharf at the end of Bay Road. In 1863, while the railroad was being 

constructed over the Creek, the San Francisco and San Jose Railroad decided to establish a local 

station, naming it Menlo Park, the name presumably influenced by the nearby Menlo Park gate.  

At the same time investors including McGlynn began offering modest sized lots on the west side 

of County Road, calling the development Menlo Park Villa.  Not many of these lots were 

actually sold, but after daily roundtrips by rail between San Francisco and San Jose were 

established (1864), the Menlo Park community grew rapidly, with large summer homes built by 

the wealthy toward the north (today’s Atherton) and a few (the USGS topological map of 1898 
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shows only a dozen or so structures) modest 

working-class homes clustered around the 

train station and on Oak Grove at El 

Camino.  Today, the plaque is mounted on 

the south side of the Starbucks building.  

(The gate itself was destroyed in 1922 by a 

speeding automobile.)   Stanley Pearce 

summarized the historical facts about the 

name “Menlo Park” in his book on the 

history of Trinity Episcopal Church, Lift Up 

Your Hearts (1974).  This portion of his 

book can be read online at 

http://inmenlo.com/2010/03/17/celebrating-

st-patricks-day-menlo-parks-history-is-

green-from-its-earliest-beginnings/. 

What is the relation of Menlo Park in 

California to Menlo Park in New Jersey?  In 

1876 Thomas Edison (1847-1931) 

established his industrial research lab in the 

obscure and sparsely populated 

neighborhood of Menlo Park, part of New 

Jersey’s Township of Raritan.  One of his 

first major inventions at this new location 

was the phonograph.  Another inventor, 

Leon Douglass (1869-1940), after 

encountering his first phonograph in 1888, 

patented a coin-operated model and later 

patented the Victrola, which had the speaker 

enclosed in an elegant cabinet.  Millions of 

Victrolas were sold assuring Douglass of a 

sizeable fortune.  Early in the 20
th

 Century 

Douglass moved to California and in 1921 

purchased the 52-room Pauline Paylne home 

on Valparaiso Avenue (now part of Menlo 

College), which he used as both a home and 

a laboratory.  So the principal connection 

appears to be the phonograph, while the 

identical names have independent origins. 

 

 

A TIME TO EXPLORE LOCAL HISTORY 
 

Historical Associations and Museums can be a great place to explore the history of an area.  

The Bay Area is fortunate to have many wonderful places to visit for just this reason.  To 

name a few: 

 

San Mateo County History Museum 

2200 Broadway, Redwood City 

Upcoming events: 

Immigrants’ Festival, May 15 

History Museum exhibits all year 

 

Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum 

570 East Remington Dr. Sunnyvale 

Upcoming events: 

Spring Tea, April 30 – May 7 

Rotating exhibits 

Technology Timeline Exhibit 

Lockheed Exhibit 

 

Rengstorff House 

3070 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View 

This house, considered Mountain View’s oldest house, is a fine example of Victoria 

Italianate architecture on the West Coast. 

Upcoming events: 



                                                                                                                                                      

Victorian Life:  Inside Out, May 22 

MEET YOUR BOARD 

 

Gil Workman 

 

Compared to many of the MPHA Board members, 

I’m a “newcomer”, having arrived in Menlo Park 

in 1962, after growing up in Oregon and 

Washington, then graduating from Yale and 

serving in the Naval Air Reserve on the east coast.  

Friends who knew of my interest in camping soon 

had me signed up as Scoutmaster of Troop 222 at 

Menlo Park Presbyterian Church, and for two 

years, I enjoyed backpacking trips in the Sierras 

and camping at Huddart and Memorial Parks with 

that group of Scouts and getting acquainted with 

their families and the environs of San Mateo 

County. 

But then I met a Las Lomitas kindergarten 

teacher, Nancy Galloway, and, following our marriage (at Allied Arts) in 1965, we began a 

family of campers on our own.  Our children, Becky and Jamie, graduates of Las Lomitas 
and Menlo-Atherton High School, now have families, and there are four grandkids who are 

campers and hikers as we continue to enjoy outdoor adventures. 

When Canada College opened in 1968, I became one of the original faculty, teaching a 

variety of history and political science classes and creating a class in American Society for 

International Students, which I taught daily for 33 years.  In the 1980’s when the San Mateo 

District offered its students an “Overseas Semester” option, I was chosen to teach in Paris 

and London for four different semesters.  On a Fulbright Scholarship to Morocco and Tunisia 

in 1993, I studied the history of Islam, and our group even met with Yasser Arafat in Tunis 

for an evening we hoped would further U.S.-Palestinian relations. 

Most exciting to me as a Canada College teacher was the chance to meet people who had 

lived local history and who shared it in my classes taught at senior centers like Little House 

and the Veterans Senior Center. 

With my retirement from the classroom in 2000, Nancy and I have been able to expand our 

love of travel and backpacking in destinations like New Zealand and Australia, China and SE 

Asia, Egypt and Jordan, Peru and Patagonia.  This fall we plan to explore the history and 

culture of Turkey. 

But there’s plenty to learn and understand about history here close to home, and I hope to 

continue to share with many others the resources and activities of the Menlo Park Historical 

Association in the years ahead. 

 

If you want to understand today, you have to search yesterday.  
                                                                                                                                 ~Pearl Buck 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     



                                                                                                                                                      

 

PO. Box 1002 

Menlo Park, CA  94026-1002 

Phone:  (650) 330-2522 

 

 

 

     TIME DATED MATERIAL 
                                                             Or Current Resident 

 

Individual Memberships (per 

person) 

Student .............................. $   3.00 

Senior................................... 10.00 

Regular ................................ 15.00 

Pioneer-Founder .................. 25.00 

Life – one time only .......... 200.00 

Group Memberships  

Family .............................. $  25.00 

Patron/Sponsor .................. 100.00 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL, JUNE 26, 2011 

 

MPHA PRESENTATION AT LITTLE HOUSE  

BY FRANK HELFRICH, JUNE 14, 2011 

 

4
th

 OF JULY CELEBRATION, BURGESS PARK 

 

JULY AND AUGUST BLOCK PARTIES 

 

TO CONTACT THE MPHA 

 

PHONE NUMBER: (650) 330-2522 
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Non-profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit 870 

Menlo Park, CA 

mailto:mphistorical@yahoo.com

