
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

THE YEAR OF THE RABBIT IS UPON US 
 

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, February 27, 2011, at 
5:00 p.m. and join us at Ten Fu Restaurant.  The Menlo Park 
Historical Association will be hosting the annual Chinese 

Dinner and invites all members AND their guests to help 
celebrate the Year of the Rabbit.   Price:   $20.00 per person, 
$25.00 for guests, tax and tip included.    There will be 
delectable items from which to choose, but one thing for sure, 
we never leave hungry. 
 
The Ten Fu Restaurant is located at 1352 El Camino Real, 

Menlo Park, near the intersection of Valparaiso Ave. There is ample parking in the 
back of the restaurant using the El Camino Real entrance.  
 
A reservation form for the dinner is found on the last page of this newsletter. We 

encourage you to respond quickly in order to provide the restaurant early 

notice.  
 
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, the 27th of February and plan to join us for 
an evening of good food and good company.  
 

KEEP IN MIND 

 
If you were born in 1927, ‘39, ‘51, ‘63, ‘75, in other words, every 12 years, you 
were born in the year of the Rabbit.   
 
Advantages of Rabbit people: People born in the Year of the Rabbit are articulate, 
talented, and ambitious. They are virtuous, reserved, and have excellent taste. 
Rabbit people are admired, trusted, and are often financially lucky. They are fond 
of gossip but are tactful and generally kind. Rabbit people seldom lose their temper. 
They are clever at business and being conscientious, never back out of a contract.  

Disadvantages of Rabbit people:   These people must be perfect.  I could not find 
one negative thing about this sign.   

MERRILL HISTORY ROOM (at Library) Office Hours: Tues. – 12 pm to 2 pm – Wed. – 10 am to 2 pm – www.menlopark.org/homepage/history.html 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

MPHA wishes you all a very happy 2011.    

And we wish to thank Arthur Lloyd, transportation historian, 
for a very informative and most interesting talk on a chapter 
in Menlo Park’s history at the Annual 2010 Annual Meeting. 
He addressed the history of the San Francisco/San Jose 
Railroad from 1863 to the present and the future.  There were 
many smiles of nostalgia throughout the audience as Mr. 
Lloyd spoke of the Del Monte, the Lark, the Daylight, and the 
Suntan Special along with the early history of the Southern 
Pacific from San Francisco to San Jose.    

An interesting fact:   The Stanfords stopped in Menlo Park 
only to be picked up by carriage on their journey to the 
University since Palo Alto was not in existence in the early 

years of the University. 
 
More than 60 people were in attendance which included an informative question and 
answer session.  Special thanks to Patty Hjelm, Jean Weseloh, and Frank Helfrich for  
the wonderful refreshments, and to Gil Workman for inviting Mr. Lloyd to share his 
experiences and memories with members and guests of MPHA. 
 
An aside: Displayed on the second floor of Menlo Park’s City Hall is a “Proclamation” 
from the California Legislature dated November 9, 2002, and signed by local 
Assemblymen Byron Sher and Joe Simitian.  Scrolling through the eleven “Whereas”, it 
arrives at: 

Whereas, when the railroad came through in 1863, the station had no name, and, during 

a discussion about the choice of name, a railroad official looked over at the gates and 

decided that “Menlo Park” would be appropriate and so the name was officially 

adopted, and that station is now California State Landmark No. 955, the oldest 

California station in continuous operation. 
 

THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN 

We want to thank everyone for your continued support in 2010.  Membership renewals are upon 
us.  An envelop is enclosed for your convenience.  Memberships make an ideal gift for birthday 
or special event.  For gift memberships, we will send a card announcing your gift with our most 

recent issue of The Gate Post.    Remember your support is tax-deductible and helps defray 
not only computer and office expenses incurred during the year but help pay for 
preserving information about the history of Menlo Park.  

Please observe, on right hand corner of your address label is a date which indicates 

the last time you paid your dues.   Some members have let their dues lapse.   Let’s 

try to become current—2011.   
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(A chance meeting of a former resident lead to the following) 

 

A YEAR IN MENLO PARK (1946-47) 

By Marilyn Scott 

Golden Eagle, Illinois 

 
In June of 1946 my father, Colver P. Dyer, 
was awarded a chemical research year from 
Monsanto with all expenses paid.  He chose 
Stanford and began the daunting search for 
housing.  Through friends in Boston and 
word of mouth, we were directed to small ad 
in the Boston newspaper.  A lawyer and 
family from Menlo Park sought housing in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts area to attend 
Harvard Divinity School for a year—kind of 
a miracle in the limited communication 
system of the 1940’s. 

We ‘traded’ houses, leaving all behind except clothing and personal items.  The Menlo 
Park family’s name was Woodhams, I believe.  With children the same age, everything 
was ready to go when we arrived and likewise for the Woodhams in Massachusetts. 

I was ten – my sister four – very 
uncertain about what was ahead and 
wishing plans would change so as to 
not leave my friends, school, etc.  
However, in mid-August we set out for 
California in a 1936 Nash with 
running boards with space available 
for water bags as we crossed prairies 
and deserts.  We were loaded with 
stuff—three people in front (before 
seatbelts), and one wedged in back.  A 
two week trip in those days ensured. 

The house at 375 San Mateo Drive had been described perfectly:  stucco with ample 
space for a family of four.  We were told that the yard consisted of a walnut tree, and an 
orange, lemon and pear trees.  I really only remember the walnuts with hard green shells 
and a few lemons.  What I remember most was the prolific artichokes growing long the 
side of the house bordering the driveway.  We had a screened porch and a delighted New 
Englander who knew little about patios in the ‘40’s. 

I started fifth grade at Fremont School in September, an easy walk or bike ride from our 
San Mateo Drive home.  Despite my fears, friends were easily made and life became very 
normal.  My father did a lot of studying for his courses at Stanford, and my mother 
quickly made friends and joined a coffee group in the neighborhood.  My sister (who was 
four) luckily also had multiple friends in the neighborhood. 
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I remember bike riding, walking to the creek, and roller-skating in the road (clamp roller-
skates in those days).  Our family took as on as many short trips as possible.  To San 
Francisco, the redwoods, Half Moon Bay, and one holiday trip to the Los Angeles area, 
visiting Knott’s Berry Farm and relatives in Bakersfield. 

What I remember of Menlo Park:  The school and playground at Fremont, the 
Presbyterian Church, main street with a few small stores, the neighbors, my friends, and 
warm sunny days.  What I learned in Menlo Park was self reliance, not to be so shy, and 
how friends could span a continent.  We returned to Massachusetts in June, 1947, with a 
new Jeep wagon and assurance that we would not break down. 

In September, 2009, I revisited Menlo Park briefly.  The house at 375 San Mateo Drive 
was new, and the owner, Grace Limaye, took us to the back yard now beautifully 
landscaped, hoping I might remember a beautiful rose bush of long standing. 

In October, 2010, in the Canadian Maritime Provinces, we met Roger and Lydia Cooper 
from Menlo Park on a bus tour.  Serendipity – a chance to share and an opportunity to 
reflect on the memories of 64 years ago and, thus, this commentary.  

(Thank you, Marilyn, for submitting a wonderful article for our Newsletter.  It was 

such a pleasure meeting you and Scott.  Think about returning to Menlo for another 

visit and to meet the members of MPHA.)    

 

 

 

THE WOODSIDE STORE 

If you are out for a ride on a Sunday afternoon, plan a 
visit to the Woodside Store built in 1854 by Dr. R.O. 
Tripp and Mathias Parkhurst.  This “general store” sold 
not only flour, ham and other daily staples for the 
community but also work boots and ax handles for the 
loggers.  As the area settled, the store served as a Post 
Office and community center.  Dr. Tripp accommodated 
the residents in the area by making frequent trips to San 
Francisco for supplies and special requests.  Dr. Tripp 
was not only the local dentist but served as Post Master 

and probably wine maker.  He owned his own vineyard. 

Location: 3300 Tripp Road, Woodside 
Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday, 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

A PEOPLE WITHOUT A PAST IS A PEOPLE WITHOUT A FUTURE 
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MENLO PARK PLAQUES 

 
Jym Clendenin 

 

While Jim Lewis was on the MPHA Board, he started a project to list and describe all the 
publicly displayed plaques in Menlo Park.  By the time he resigned last spring, the list 
had grown to 44 bronze plaques, including 17 in the Civic Center area, 10 downtown, 
eight in City parks, six at Fire Protection District stations, and three at other locations.  
These plaques honor people and events that are important to the history of the City.  The 
Board plans to continue this project and has recently added a plaque to Jim’s list.  The 
complete list is available on the website being developed for MPHA at 
https://sites.google.com/site/mphistorical/home (click on Plaques on the left side bar). 
 
Jim Lewis envisioned that each plaque would be photographed and background 
information collected as to the people and places honored, why so, and any other 
information that might be helpful to the general public. Once this material is complete 
and if it is deemed of sufficient general interest, the Board will consider publishing it in 
some form.  
 
Meanwhile, the plan is to include some information on a different individual plaque in 
each future issue of The Gate Post.  It seems appropriate to begin with a plaque honoring 
Ira E. Bonde (1918-1993), who was a member of the Menlo Park City Council 1955-
1978 including serving as mayor 1969-1976.  In his later years he served on the San 
Francisquito Creek Flood Control Committee and was an organizer of the Friends of the 
San Francisquito Creek.  At a dedication ceremony on July 24, 2001, for the newly 
installed bike and pedestrian bridge over the San Francisquito Creek at the end of Alma 
Street, a 5”x8” bronze plaque was unveiled that reads: “THIS BRIDGE IS DEDICATED 
TO THE MEMORY OF IRA E. BONDE FOR HIS EFFORTS TO PRESERVE SAN 
FRANCISQUITO CREEK JULY 2001.”  The plaque is mounted on a concrete pillar at 
the base of the bridge entrance on the Menlo Park end. 
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This Year In History… 
 

1870.  Charles N. Felton builds Felton 
Gables on the north side of Encinal Road 
near the railroad tracks in Menlo Park.  
Few local residences will be as 
prominent.  It is visited by U.S. Grant, 
Rutherford Hayes and Benjamin 
Harrison.  Edward, Prince of Wales, who 
later rules England as Edward VII is also 
entertained there. 
 

1875.  Thomas H. Selby, one-time 
mayor of San Francisco and a wealthy 
merchant, sells his farm and property in 
Fair Oaks to James C. Flood who 
occupies the home until his own palatial 
mansion is completed five years later. 
 
1891.  Leland Stanford and Jane 
Stanford dedicate Leland Stanford Junior 
University as a memorial to their 
recently (1884) deceased son.  Many 
observers believe the university will 
surely fail as few students will travel so 
far into the country to attend school.  
The nearest railroad is in Menlo Park w 

where many members of the faculty 
reside.  The University begins its 
inaugural semester with a student body 
of 456. 

Excerpt from Centennial 

Memories, the Story of Las 

Lomitas, 1904-2004 
 

“Camp Fremont Days” 

 

During World War I, Camp Fremont in 
Menlo Park housed thousands of 
soldiers.  Occasionally they held 
maneuvers near Las Lomitas School.  
One day an officer showed up on the 
campus and asked if he could render any 
assistance.  When he was met with polite 
thanks but no request for aid, he said he 
had feared there was trouble because the 
flag was flying upside down a universal 
symbol of distress. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Ice Cream Social in June (date to be 
announced in next Newsletter). 

Menlo Park Block Party (to be 
announced) 

4th of July celebration  

Annual meeting/speaker (November)  
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                                                                                                        Central School, circa 1930’s 

        

 

 

 

 

 

RESERVATION FORM 

CHINESE NEW YEAR DINNER--YEAR OF THE RABBIT 

 
Sunday, February 27, 2011, 5:00 p.m. 

Ten Fu Restaurant 
1352 El Camino Real 

Menlo Park, CA 

 
Number________@ $20 each                                    Total Amount Enclosed $_______ 
             ________@$25 for guest 
  
Member Name_________________________ Guest Name ______________________   
 
 
Please make checks payable to:       MENLO PARK HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION  
Please send check and form to:        MPHA  

                                                            Box 1002  
                                                            Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 

For more information, call: (650) 330-2522.                     HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE



P.O. Box 1002 
Menlo Park, CA  94026-1002 
Phone:  (650) 330-2522 

 

 

 TIME DATED MATERIAL 
    Or Current Resident 

 

 

Individual Memberships (per 

person) 
Student................................ $   3.00 
Senior..................................... 10.00 
Regular .................................. 15.00 
Pioneer-Founder .................... 25.00 
Life – one time only ............ 200.00 
Group Memberships  
Family................................ $  25.00 
Patron/Sponsor .................... 100.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CHINESE DINNER, FEB. 27, 2011 

 
TO CONTACT THE MPHA 

 

PHONE NUMBER: (650) 330-2522 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  mphistorical@yahoo.com 

 

Articles or letters may be addressed to Tim Goode or Lydia Cooper 
 

Non-profit Org 
U.S. Postage 
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Menlo Park, CA 


