
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COULD THIS BE THE ORIGINAL MODEL FOR  

THE MENLO GATES? 

 

 

This picture taken in 1970 by a friend of Board Member, Larry Johnston, is of the 

main gate of Menlough Castle, Galway, Ireland.  In 1854 two Irishmen, Dennis 

Oliver and Daniel McGlynn, arrived in California and settled on 1700 acres of 

land north of San Francisquito Creek.   To mark their land, they built an arched 

gate and painted the name Menlo Park, always to remind them from where they 

came—Menlough, County Galway, Ireland.  So you decide. Was this castle gate 

the inspiration for the Menlo Park gates? 

MERRILL HISTORY ROOM (at Library) Office Hours: Tues. – 12 pm to 2 pm – Wed. – 10 am to 2 pm – www.menlopark.org/homepage/history.html 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

A big thank you once again to Mrs. Kavanugh and family for hosting the annual Ice 

Cream Social.  Young and old delighted in the beautiful day, delicious ice cream, 

interesting raffle, and just enjoying each other‘s company.  A great success! 

Join us on August 11 for the end-of-the summer Block Party.  We had many stop at our 

table at the event in June reminiscing at what Menlo once looked like.  More pictures will 

be available to see at the next event. 

The answer to the question ―Who is this mystery lady‖ in the last issue of the Newsletter 

is Peggy Lee.  Ms. Lee came to Menlo in 1949 in celebration of the redesign of the 

downtown.  Congratulations to Tom Blanchard, Harry Morey, and Adrian Dioli for 

remembering those special times. 

A fond farewell to Board Member Jim Lewis, and a warm welcome to our newcomer, 

Jym Clenendin.  Thank you, Jym, for joining our group.  

 

JIM LEWIS 
 

His fresh ideas and roll-up-your shirt sleeves, get-down-to-work attitude, this was our 

VP, Jim Lewis.  Due to personal demands, effective May 1, 2010, Jim resigned from the 

Board.   Jim quietly sat at our monthly Board Meetings, taking notes, making 

suggestions, and following through on so many topics.   Due to his persistence with the 

City, the Menlo Gates Plaque which had been sitting in the office for over two years 

found a new home—the wall at the outside of Starbucks at the Victoria Station site. 

Among the many jobs Jim did for the Association, he organized and participated in the 

downtown Block Party, organized the downtown stained glass artist walk and recognition 

with Gini McAfee, and arranged for speakers at our Annual Meeting. 

Jim, your knowledge and exuberance (with much humor) on how to get things done are most 

appreciated and will be missed.  We wish you the very best. 

 

HEARST ART GALLERY OF ST. MARY‘S COLLEGE 

There will be a special exhibit from July 25 to September 12, 

2010 of Annie Harmon paintings at the Gallery.  Ms. Harmon 

was born in San Francisco in 1855 and lived there until her 

death in 1930.  Many of Ms. Harmon‘s paintings consisting of 

landscapes, seascapes, and views were of scenes on the grounds 

of Laurel Court Hotel, later known as Marie Antoinette Inn, 

and now Bright Eagle.  Many of Ms. Harmon‘s paintings on 

exhibit are from the collection of Betty Williams, a former 

resident of Menlo Park.  Along with these paintings, two other 

landscape artists‘ paintings will be exhibited—Mary DeNeale 

Morgan and Marion Kavanagh Wachtel. 

 

Take the time to stop by Hearst Art Gallery for this special showing.  St. Mary‘s College 

is located in Moraga, CA. 



 

 

RACHEL BENTLEY   

Menlo Park Artist 

By Tim Goode  

Those who have lived in Menlo Park in the last half-century need only to hear the name of 
Rachel Bentley to remember her prolific and outstanding work  and her character.  Rachel’s 
story, however, needs to be told to all who live in the area that she has helped make famous.  
She was one of Menlo Park’s best known figures in its very rich history. 

After Rachel finished her first career, raising her five children, she turned to painting, took a 
class and found a new talent, painting watercolors.  Remembering the words of her teacher, 
“Art is one-tenth talent and nine-tenths hard work, courage and perseverance,” she began her 
second career around 1950 at the age of 56 and was true to those wise words. 

Fortunately for Menlo Park and the State of California, Rachel began to pursue her interest in 
bringing to life the vanishing rural past.  By using photography and interviewing the locals, and 
with her brush, she was able to make her paintings come alive by capturing the mood and 
meaning of these structures and landmarks as they reflected the past.    

Thanks to Susan Gale, Menlo 
Park’s librarian and first 
historian, Rachel gifted 25 of 
her paintings to the City of 
Menlo Park, now in the City 
hall.  Her work has found itself 
not only in City Hall, but in the 
State Capitol Building in 
Sacramento, in many private 
homes and public buildings and 
all over the world. 

 

She has been given many 
honors, including the whole month of December 1989 by the City of Menlo Park, “Rachel 
Bentley” month. 

 Even those who do not recognize the name of Rachel Bentley but have lived in the area for 
awhile probably know or have seen one of more of her works, the Menlo Park train depot 
(painted over 800 times), Menlo Presbyterian Church (this painting graced her memorial card), 
Pigeon Point Lighthouse, the Gate House, the Redwood City cross, the Woodside store, the 
Carmel Mission, or one of her over 100 one and two-room school houses throughout Northern 
California.  One hundred of her paintings were exhibited at the California State Fair. 

 



 

 

 

She began her illustrious second 
career by first starting to paint 
the vanishing past of Menlo Park.  
In so doing, she helped to put 
Menlo Park on the State and 
world artistic map.   

  

Born on June 10, 1894, a resident 
of Menlo Park since 1937, she 
had indeed a very rich and full life 
until her passing on May 4, 1991, 
always youthful until her passing. 

  

The Menlo Park Historical Association’s eulogy, probably written by another of Menlo Park’s 
treasures, Jeanne Bone, in the June 1991 newsletter captured Ruth Bentley as a person and 
artist. 

  

      What is there left to say about Rachel Bentley that has not been said many times over?  
About her family…her many awards…her prolific output of work…her popularity…her delightful 
sense of humor…her zest for life… her hospitality… her love of people (I believe that everyone she 
met was a new friend to her)…and so on and on.  The expression “he (or she) is a real treasure 
must have been coined with Rachel in mind.” 

  

And so we remember our friend and artist, the renowned and beloved Rachel Bentley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, fun was had by all not to mention the wonderful “goodies” that the Kavanughs’ 
brought.   Thank you, Mrs. Kavanugh, for making the Ice Cream Social a very special occasion.  
Check out the strawberries!!!! A few happy winners took them home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 IF YOU REMEMBER  

 

If you remember the following, then you are a long-time Menlo Park resident (euphemism for 
old-timer): 

 

1. Getting dressed up for lunch at Allied Arts Restaurant or just having tea in the afternoon at 
the restaurant 

 

2. Yearly demonstrations by the Fire Department watching 
the fireman climb to the top of the old, three-story 
building at St. Joseph's School.  More importantly, how 
many remember the old building? The original building 
dates back to 1906 when Mrs. Joseph Donohoe donated 
the land and building to the Religious of the Sacred 
Heart in memory of her husband. 

 

3. Playing on the railroad cars under the spreading oaks at the McGinnis Estate  
 

4. Buying a Christmas tree in the Sprouse-Reitz parking lot.  Do you remember Sprouse-Reitz, 
five and dime store?  

 

5. Hanna’s Boy Center located at the corner of Middle Avenue and Arbor Road 
 

 

6. When the Bright Eagle was formerly known as Laurel Court 
Hotel and later Marie Antoinette Inn.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lyman Wear, long-time resident of Menlo Park, submitted this article for the Newsletter.   

 

A MAN OF VISION, CHARLES P. BURGESS 

The modern history of Menlo Park really starts in 1942 when Charles 

P. Burgess was elected to the City Council.  He served there until 

1957, when he died of cancer at the age of 52.  During that time he 

was mayor from 1945 to 1953 and again during 1954-55. 

A summary of those years was printed in the Palo Alto Times in 

December 1962, under the headline ―Charles Burgess Given Credit 

for Shaping City.‖  The article read: 

―The dominant figure in Menlo Park civic affairs and the man chiefly credited for shaping 

the city in the post-war years was Charles P. Burgess. 

―Menlo Park was a tiny crossroads town of 3,000 residents when Burgess joined the City 

Council in 1942.  The Council was split into warring factions and lacked the leadership to 

get things done.  The town's commercial district was strung along El Camino Real, with a 

few stores on Santa Cruz Avenue, which was a two-lane residential street. 

―Burgess took the leadership in revitalizing the downtown area.  Through his efforts, the 

city in 1947 widened and improved Santa Cruz Avenue west of EI Camino Real, making 

it the main downtown street.  Also established was one of the first extensive municipal 

off-street parking lot programs on the Peninsula. 

―Burgess also led the way in other areas.  Under his leadership the City adopted a 

Council/City Manager form of government and in 1947 hired its first city manager, Cecil 

Longson. 

―In 1948 Burgess believed Menlo Park should acquire a part of the Dibble General 

Hospital grounds for a civic center.  He undertook negotiations with the federal 

government and the City acquired 28 acres from the proceeds of a $99,000 bond issue 

that the local citizens had passed.  The price was less than $4,000 an acre,‖ about 50% of 

its then appraised value. In addition, buildings and improvements were included. 

―After the City Council established a recreational center on the newly purchased land that 

included the swimming pool, gymnasium and other hospital recreation facilities, the park 

was named for Burgess, over his protests, for spearheading the acquisition. 

"Burgess was a municipal bond analyst and broker with offices in San Francisco.  He 

graduated from Stanford University in 1928 with an A.B. degree in economics. 

At his funeral on June 19, 1957, at the Menlo Park Presbyterian Church, The Rev. Don 

Emerson Hall, pastor, said in his eulogy:  ‗He is the best example I've seen of the effect 

of one man's life upon a community. More than to any other man, we owe the advantages 
of this community to Chuck Burgess.‘‖ 

(Mr. Burgess‘s story will continue in the next Gate Post.) 

 



 

 

P.O. Box 1002 

Menlo Park, CA  94026-1002 

Phone:  (650) 330-2522 

 

 

 

    TIME DATED MATERIAL 
         Or Current Resident 

 

Individual Memberships (per 

person) 

Student                               $ 3.00 

Senior 10.00 

Regular 15.00 

Pioneer-Founder 25.00 

Life – one time only 200.00 

Group Memberships  

Family                               $ 25.00 

Patron/Sponsor 100.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            Front view of the Menlough Castle, County Galway, Ireland 
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