
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Mark your calendars……..  June 30, 2010 under the lovely oak trees near the 

Library.  Again the Kavanaughs will delight us with an array of toppings, 

sprinkles, etc and, of course, ice cream.  What a nice way to start off the summer. 

A reminder will follow 

 

=========================================== 

Mary Ann and Paul Robbiano, Rina 

Stefani enjoying their evening at the 

annual Chinese dinner. 

 

 

                 Theresa Genevro, Flo Budelli,  

                  Al Genevro, Guido Budelli 
 

 

MERRILL HISTORY ROOM (at Library) Office Hours: Tues. – 12 pm to 2 pm – Wed. – 10 am to 2 pm – www.menlopark.org/homepage/history.html 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Wow, what a great turnout for the annual 

Chinese Dinner at Ten Fu.  We were 49 

strong.  Thank you all for coming and 

making this event such a success.  This 

year Ten Fu gave the Association a $25 

gift certificate as a raffle prize and the 

winner was—Sandy Walker.   

Congratulations, Sandy!!!   

We are now gearing up for the annual Ice 

Cream Social which is scheduled for 

Sunday, June 30
th

.   Information to 

follow.  Also, the MPHA will again have 

a table at the Menlo Park Block Party scheduled for June and August.  Stop by for a chat, 

candy, or just to check out our table. 

As a reminder, we have a great organization and hope that with your efforts we can increase our 

membership.  Please share your Newsletter with family and friends encouraging them to join.  

Remember, dues are very reasonable.  And speaking of dues, if you still have yet to send in 

yours, please take the time to do so.  

 

*****   *****   *****   *****   *****   *****   *****   *****   *****   *****   *****   ***** 

A Cordial Invitation from Little House 

Please join us on May 18
 

from 2:00-3:00 p.m. in the 

auditorium for a special 

PowerPoint presentation, 

Postcards from the 

Valley of Heart’s Delight, 
by a long time Peninsula 

resident, Darlene Thorne, 

member of the Cupertino 

City Council.  

Remember when El 

Camino was fruit stands, 

and most of the valley was 

farms and orchards?  You 

will enjoy being reminded 

of our history with stories, anecdotes, and a fabulous collection of vintage postcards that go 

back to the turn of the 20th century when Silicon Valley was not even a twinkle in Steve Job’s 

grandfather’s eye. 

Little House is located at 800 Middle Avenue at the back of Nealon Park.  Hope to see you 

there.  
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MEET YOUR BOARD MEMBERS 

 Ester Bugna 

The beginning:  I was conceived in the village of Bersone in 
the Trentino-Dolomite Alps of Italy in the spring of 1934 and 
was born at the Palo Alto Hospital (now the Hoover 
Pavilion) in December 1934.  My father arrived in Menlo 
Park c.1927 and worked as a gardener on the Hahn Estate 
(Fennwood). 

Early years:  My father (Jacob/Giacobbe), mother (Rosalia) 
and I lived until 1940 in the caretaker’s cottage of the “SF 
Children’s Aid Auxiliary” at the corner of Arbor and Middle 
Road. (It became the initial home of the Hanna Boy’s 
Center shortly after WW II until sold by the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco.)  I attended Central School (kindergarten), 
Fremont School (first thru fourth grade/Misses Durkee, 
Bolei, Boulware and Goldrup, and Mr. Olsen, (the 
superintendent) and St. Joseph’s Parochial School 
(Mothers White, Kreuser, Guichard, Edwards, and the not 
to be forgotten Principal Mother Foley with her cane . 

Maturing years:  Still living in Menlo Park, through the 
charity of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and many others in the community, I was fortunate to 
achieve a high school and college education with honors in the Biological Sciences.  My first post college 
employment was with Del Monte Foods (Cal Pak), followed by Stanford University Medical School—
Department of Pharmacology, and culminated at the millennium with 35 years at NASA-Ames Research 
Center having worked in both scientific and administrative support roles. 

The present:  Am still living in Menlo Park in my Willow’s home.  Some of you may know me as Mrs. Ted 
I. Sorensen.  Ted—my  companion through 30+ years of my life’s journey—served  as Mayor during his 
tenure on the Menlo Park City Council (1984-1992). 

My favorite things:  Gardens, travel especially the “armchair’ variety”, art, theatre, jazz, calligraphy, 
Haiku poetry, and “dolce far niente!”  (How sweet it is to do nothing) 

My vision:  As a MPHA board member, I hope that in the near future we will have a historical museum site 
in Menlo Park to maintain our history for future generations of our community. 

 

 

“A generation which ignores history has no past and no future” 

Robert Heinlein, Science Fiction Writer 
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A LOOK BACK 

By Sue Wagstaff 

The following was submitted by Sue after reading Beyond the Gate. 

Since I was a little girl, I have always wanted to travel back in time.  I love to imagine what life would be 
like in earlier times. 

Recently I have been going through the book Beyond the Gate.  I purchased a copy from the Menlo 
Park Historical Society for $20.00, probably the best $20.00 I have spent in a long time.  I have “time 
traveled” many times. 

One incident really sticks in my mind.  I met a man where I go to exercise in the mornings.  He was 
always talking about his old giant home.  In talking I happened to ask if his home was in the book.  It 
is!!  He invited me to visit his home saying that I could just drive over anytime and check it out.  He and 
his wife were very accustomed to having people looking around. 

I took him up on his offer and drove over with my book in hand.  What a wonderful experience.  My 
friend was working in the yard.  He stopped for a break and took me on a tour.  I could not get over 
how interesting it was.  I asked him if ever it seemed like the walls were talking.  Being a very serious 
person, the look on his face led me to believe that he could never imagine such a thing.  BUT I could 
just imagine all the stories kept secret in those walls.  

Later, in reading Beyond the Gate, I came across how three little girls put on a circus for the neighbors.  
The children did this to make money to donate to help the sick children at the nearby Stanford 
Convalescent Home.  It was so successful that it was expanded the following year.  Soon 16 families 
united to form the Menlo Circus Club.   

History is magic.  One can have such a good time imagining oneself in the years gone by. 

 

SOLVE THE MYSTERY, WIN A PRIZE 

 

1. Who is this lady? 

 

2. What was she doing in Menlo Park 

 

3. And if you really know Menlo Park history, 
              when did she come? 

 

The first caller who answers questions one and two 
correctly, wins a prize.  Remember, the MPHA office is 
open only on Tuesday and Wednesday.   (650) 330-2522 
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EARLY DAYS IN HISTORIC MENLO PARK 
 

The following is the continuation of the article written by Jean Bone for the Peninsula 

Independent of August 2, 1997.   Part one was mailed out in March.   

 Jean was a long-time member and friend of the Historical Association.   

 

Final incorporation of Menlo Park was 

accomplished in November 1927.  The 

Chamber of Commerce, formed in 1926, 

was in place at the incorporation of the 

City and has maintained its role of 

assistance in the steps taken by the City to 

maintain its small town charm, yet grown 

to fit the future. 

 

 

The population in 1930 was 2,254, by 1940 3,258.  World War II brought activity again, with 

establishment of Dibble General 

Hospital on part of what had once 

been the Timothy Hopkins estate.  

City officials bought the hospital 

properties at surplus, for eventual 

use as the beautiful Syvan Civic 

Center that we know today, located 
at 701 Laurel.  Staff and officials 

worked out of the Dibble Quonset 

huts until money laid aside over the 

years made it possible to build the 

library, the police station, the recreation building and finally council chambers and the 

administration building.  The years between 1945 and 1960 placed a strain on the preservation 

of Menlo Park’s original character.  Population soared to 13,577 in 1950, increasing to 26,957 

by 1960.  A city council/city manager form of government was adopted in 1947.  Pioneering 

steps were taken in zoning control, off-street parking in the business district, and the 

establishment of administrative and professional zoning, which attracted such concerns as 

Stanford Research Institute (SRI), Sunset Magazine and the US Geological Survey.  Those 

steps in 1952 led to the city’s first major comprehensive plan by city government and the 

Chamber of Commerce who worked together to attract business and industry to the city’s 

perimeters.  The increased tax base has made it possible to maintain city services protecting 

Menlo Park’s natural assets as a city where a comfortable quality of residential and business life 

is enjoyed.  A small-town atmosphere is carefully preserved while there are academic and 

cultural opportunities.  Many families are fourth generation.  The area is rich in ethnic diversity. 

** The above picture is of the Administration Building of Dibble General Hospital, 1943-1946, 

later the first headquarters building of Stanford Research Institute.



 

ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL, JUNE 30, 2010 

ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY:  JUNE 23, AUGUST 11     

TO CONTACT THE MPHA 

PHONE NUMBER: (650) 330-2522 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  mphistorical@yahoo.com 

Articles or letters may be addressed to Tim Goode or Lydia Cooper 
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Menlo Park, CA  94026-1002 
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