
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

HALLOWEEN IS COMING!!! 

                                                                                    From the Elmo Hayden Collection 

As you can see, Menlo Park had quite a few budding artists.  This picture was taken 

sometime in the early 1950‘s.   In preparation for Halloween, businesses on Santa 

Cruz Avenue invited students from Menlo Park schools to paint Halloween scenes 

on their store windows.  Good work don‘t you think? 

MERRILL HISTORY ROOM (at Library) Office Hours: Tues. – 12 pm to 2 pm – Wed. – 10 am to 2 pm – www.menlopark.org/homepage/history.html 
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ARTHUR LLOYD TO BE GUEST SPEAKER AT THE 

 ANNUAL MEETING, NOVEMBER 21, 2010 

 
TOPIC:  Menlo Park and the Railroad, the First Hundred Years 

 

Ever since Peninsula residents celebrated the inauguration of regular 

passenger service between San Francisco and San Jose 146 years ago, Menlo 

Park‘s history has been closely aligned with that of the railroad.  In 1864 two 

trains each day made the trip between the two cities, taking two hours and 

twenty minutes.  Today, over sixty trains stop each weekday at our city‘s 

historic station with scheduled express runs of only fifty-nine minutes. 

 

On Sunday afternoon, November 21, at the annual meeting of the Menlo 

Park Historical Association, Portola Valley resident Arthur Lloyd will speak 

on this vital chapter of local history, ―Menlo Park and the Railroad:  the 

First Hundred Years.‖ 
 

Mr. Lloyd‘s life has been intimately affiliated with travel, transportation and railroads, beginning 

with the San Francisco and Napa Valley Railroad in the early 1940‘s, continuing with the 

Western Pacific, and serving for twenty years as Amtrak‘s Western Region Director of Sales, of 

Public Affairs, and of Government Affairs. 

 

Since his retirement from Amtrak, Mr. Lloyd has remained actively involved with transportation 

matters as a member of numerous railroad history groups and museums, a Director of the San 

Mateo County Transit District, and a Director of Caltrain‘s joint Powers Board. 

 

Members and friends of MPHA are fortunate to have so knowledgeable a person as Arthur Lloyd 

bring his expertise in rail transportation to 2010‘s Annual Meeting, to be held on Sunday, 

November 21, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  – Fireside Room at the Menlo Park Recreation 

Center.   
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—NOVEMBER 21, 2010 – 2:00 p.m.  

  

 
 

 



 

 

The Italian-American Social Club of Menlo Park: 

An Interview with Adrian Dioli 

By Jim Clendenin 

 
Adrian, how did the club get started?  With the dismantling of Camp Fremont at the end of 

WWI, the population of Menlo Park stabilized at about 2500.  Most of the retail shops were on 

El Camino. Santa Cruz Avenue was two lanes with many houses, some of which, especially 

between Santa Cruz Avenue and Oak Grove Avenue, were left over from Camp Fremont. In 

1930 some Italian-American men began meeting in a room over the garage of a house located in 

what is now the parking lot between Draeger‘s and Peet‘s.  There were card games most 

evenings and plans for a clubhouse were discussed. At the time this was the western edge of 

Menlo Park housing 

. 

When and how was the clubhouse built?  Several club members had property on Oak Lane, 

then a dirt street.  The building contractor was Edigio Bongio, my uncle.  He got a lot of help 

from Martin Dioli, my father, and Reno Bettini, both of whom were cement contractors.  The 

approximately 1600 square-foot clubhouse was 

completed in 1937 at a total cost of $2600.  There is an 

alcove on one side used for bands and as a speaker‘s 

platform.  A large stone fireplace—constructed by club 

member Joe Ferioli—is on the opposite side.  Later a 

bar room was added to the back of the house, and more 

recently a detached kitchen was constructed. 

What goes on at the clubhouse? How many members 

are there?  The original 

33 members (all of 

whom are now passed on) 

are memorialized on a plaque mounted prominently on the wall 

inside the clubhouse.  Membership has traditionally been limited 

to men with Italian family names, although lately men whose 

maternal grandfathers have Italian names have been accepted.  In 

the early days most of the members lived nearby.  Card games at 

the clubhouse were conducted every night and bocce ball was 

played on the weekends.  Membership grew to about 200. At one 

time the club was the venue for State bocce ball tournaments that 

would draw crowds of up to 300.  Today, with membership at 

140, the main activities are dinner for members on the first 

Tuesday of every month, a family dinner about four times a year, 

and two bocce ball tournaments each year, one for members only 

and one for members plus guests.  A tradition that has been with the Club for over 70 years is the 

annual Christmas party for children.   The Sunday before Christmas a Club member (in the past 

it was Tony Cincera, Lou Ciardella, Adrian Dioli) dresses up as Santa Claus and arrives bearing 

gifts.  The children always get an orange, an apple, a little bag of candy and one or two little 

gifts.  I think the grandmothers enjoy it more than the children.  Among present members, Guidi 

Budelli is the oldest (87) living member.  Although the average age of the members is now quite 

high, recently there has been a welcomed influx of younger members who are mostly the next 

generation following their older relatives. 

The clubhouse on Oak Lane 



 

 

How is the club governed?  The club is governed by officers elected by the membership. The 

current officers are: President - Lou Firpo; Vice-President - Joe Carcione; Secretary - Al 

Dossola; Treasurer - Adrian Dioli; and Sergeant-at-Arms - Carl Bianchini.  The clubhouse is 

totally paid for and if the club organization dissolves, the property will be donated to charity. 

Adrian Dioli, pictured here in the clubhouse during the 

interview, joined the club in 1965 and now has title to the 

longest membership among present members.  He was born 

in the house on the corner of Oak Lane and University 

Drive, which is now occupied by his sister, Lydia Cooper, a 

MPHA Board member. The interview was conducted June 

29, 2010, by Jym Clendenin who recently joined the MPHA 

Board.  This is a reconstruction of the content of the 

interview, not the literal words. 

 

Menlo Park Memories 

The Times Tribune reported October 27, 

1985, that ―Menlo Park residents lost a bit 

of local history this month when the 

Quonset hut at 585 Glenwood Ave. was 

demolished to make way for a 4,000-

square-foot office building planned by 

Giannotti/Vela Corporation of Redwood 

City.  According to Al Giannotti, the 

building was unique in the area…. 

Originally built in 1955 as an Arthur 

Murray Dance studio for a client who 

asked for ‗a building that nobody else 

has.‘  While the building may not have 

looked like a beauty on the outside, on the 

inside it was.  It had hardwood floors and 

other amenities and had served as real-

estate offices and an outdoor-furniture 

shop as well as a dance studio. 

Mr. Gianotti tried to save the building by 

offering it to several organizations, 

including the city of Menlo Park, the Boy 

Scouts, Girls Scouts and the Salvation 

Army, but could find no takers.‖   

Ummm, to bad the Menlo Park Historical 

Association was not around at that time.  

We would gladly have taken it as a well 

deserved home for the Association. 

 

And Finally… 

 
The Association had a welcome visit from 

MPHA member, Alice Yount from 

Modesto.  Alice gave the Association a 

book of original short stories written by 

the graduating class of 1957 from 

Hillview School.   Mr. Minnis organized 

the project.  Not knowing what to name 

the book, someone came up with the title, 

It. 

 

We welcome recent new members from 

Menlo Park: 

Sandy Bardas 

 Jym Clenendin 

 Bernadette and Kevin Callahan 

 Mary Riviello 

  

And  from Cambria, California: 

 Jesse Arnold 

 

Thank you for your support.  When you 

have time, stop by for a visit.   

 

An invitation to all our members to stop 

by for a visit.   We have so much to see, 

read, and enjoy.  So when winter sets in 

and you are wondering what to do, stop 

by for a visit.    
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A MAN OF VISION, CHARLES P. BURGESS 

The following is the continuation of the article written by Lyman Wear.  Part one was 

mailed in August. 

Charles Burgess was not only capable of visualizing the ―big 

picture,‖ but of putting the pieces together to accomplish it. 

For example, high school students in Menlo Park had always 

been bused to Sequoia High School in Redwood City. Burgess 

felt there should be a local school for local students.  To help 

accomplish this goal, he successfully ran for a seat on the 

Board of Trustees of the Sequoia Union High School District.  

From 1948 to 1952 he served on both the school board and the 

City Council.  The fruition of those efforts, coupled with the 

support of the community, was a new Menlo-Atherton High 

School which opened to local students in 1951.   

Burgess conceived the idea, since copied by many other Peninsula cities, of a strictly 

regulated professional – administrative zoning which was applied to that portion of the 

Dibble Hospital property adjacent to Middlefield Road.  Sunset Magazine, the U.S. 

Geological Survey, and other firms with showplace grounds and off-street parking have 

located in Linfield Oaks. 

In one of his columns in the weekly Menlo Park Recorder, he wrote:  ―Our council is still 

as tax conscious as it has been over the postwar years.  Our off street parking programs, our 

administrative office building zone in Linfield Oaks, our efforts and success in keeping 

Stanford Village out of Federal hands and keeping Stanford Research Institute in Menlo 

Park, all were designed to broaden out tax base.‖ 

The same type of foresight was evidenced in the selection of Menlo Park‘s first City 

Manager, Cecil Longson.  His successor, John Johnson, described him in a 1974 oral 

interview as follows: 

―Mr. Longson, a great guy who had been a Director of Public Works and City Engineer of 

Burlingame, came to Menlo Park in 1947 after Burgess got the City Manager ordinance 

approved. 

He was truly a dedicated engineer type.  He loved problems of streets, sewers, storm 

drains, and all that.  He did not particularly like working in the field of personnel.  He did 

not like to make speeches at Rotary, etc.  But he was what Menlo first needed to get things 

on track. 

He was playing golf one day with Bill Lawson, one of the councilmen at the time, and 

several other friends at Los Altos Country Club.  Somebody hit a drive, somebody yelled 

‗fore‖, two guys ducked, but Longson didn‘t.  The ball hit him right on the head.  He was 

knocked out.  He was out of circulation for about six months and he never fully recovered.  

He officially retired as City Manager on June 30, 1958.‖ 

Thank you, Lyman, for your contribution to the Newsletter.  Hope for more articles 

in the future. 
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     TIME DATED MATERIAL 
                                                             Or Current Resident 

 

Individual Memberships (per 

person) 

Student ........................... $   3.00 

Senior................................ 10.00 

Regular ............................. 15.00 

Pioneer-Founder ............... 25.00 

Life – one time only ....... 200.00 

Group Memberships  

Family ........................... $  25.00 

Patron/Sponsor ............... 100.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 21, 2010 

 
ANNUAL MEETING AND SPEAKER, ARTHUR LLOYD  

 

MENLO PARK AND THE RAILROAD – FIRST 100 YEARS 

 

TO BE HELD IN THE FIRESIDE ROOM OF THE RECREATION CENTER 
 

TO CONTACT THE MPHA 
 

PHONE NUMBER: (650) 330-2522 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  mphistorical@yahoo.com 
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