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History is currently staring us in the
face…Along with the current complica-
tions we face, a whole new generation of
buildings are currently rising along El
Camino Real and near the Depot (above
photo). Few would ever recognize the

Bayfront Expressway’s eastern frontage
(below photo) as belonging to Menlo
Park. The history and look of our town is
being rewritten before our eyes. What
will future generations of MPHA mem-
bers think of these days?

NOT YOUR FATHER’S MENLO PARK
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My term as the MPHA President ended on January 5,
2021, a few days into our association’s  50th year. As
our office is located in the basement of the closed
main library, 2020 was challenging to do day-to-day
business without access to our computer and files, a
challenge that continues into the new year. Despite
that, we endeavor to provide a service to the commu-
nity in a variety of ways, such as several projects
completed last year, as follows:

1)  Published the Gate Post quarterly newsletters. 
2)  Posted emails to the Menlo Park City Council
website that goes to city staff and is available to the
general public.
3)  Accepted the donation of three Rachel Bentley wa-
tercolor paintings.
4)  Received various materials from the Menlo Park
Chamber of Commerce. 
5)  Stayed connected with local historical associations.
6)  Assisted with the Karl E. Clark Park Storyboard
project promoted by Mayor Cecilia Taylor.
7)  Contacted downtown businesses exploring whether
displays could be placed in storefront windows.
8)  Continued to promote our book, The Streets of
Menlo Park (offered at Kepler’s Bookstore).
9)  Sorted through hundreds of photos from the Elmo
Hayden collection acquired last year.
10) Attended all Menlo Park Sister City Committee
meetings (quarterly).
11) Kept in touch with our Sister City Galway, Ireland.
12) Continued to answer emails and voice mails re-
ceived through the office systems.
13) Continued to maintain the MPHA Facebook page.
14) Actively posted to the “Do You Remember Old
Menlo Park?” website.
15) Converted our website to a new Google format
16) Held monthly Board of Director meetings, either
by Zoom or safely outside.
17) Conducted Annual Directors election by mail:
with myself (Jim Lewis), Pam Jones, and Frank Hel-

frich (emeritus) being elected to new three-year terms
beginning with 2021.
All in all, it’s been an immensely rewarding year. Our
association continues to offer to the community many
services.  It’s been a privilege and an honor being pres-
ident of the Menlo Park Historical Association, and I
look forward to continuing to serve on the Board.

Tim Johnston, 
MPHA President, 2021

Tim Johnston’s Menlo Park
roots run deep. Born at Stanford’s
Hoover Pavilion and raised in
Menlo, Tim is a third-generation
resident of the city on one side of
his family and a fourth-generation
on the other. Except for his time
away attending and graduating
from UC Berkeley, Tim has lived

in Menlo his entire life and has witnessed, first-hand,
its continuing evolution.

Tim’s paternal grandfather, L.L. Johnston, was ap-
pointed city historian in the 1970s and served as an
early president of the MPHA. Likewise, Tim’s father,
L.P. Johnston, served on the MPHA Board and did a
tour or two as the Board treasurer. As a result, Tim is
committed to preserving city history and making it
accessible to the widest possible audience through as
many different channels of communication and initia-
tives as possible. 

Tim and his wife, JoAnn, (also a Menlo Park native)
reside in the Allied Arts neighborhood, the same
“hood” where he was raised, and where they were for-
tunate enough to raise their two daughters. This Menlo
apple hasn’t fallen far from the tree–they’re in his
grandfather Johnston’s home, only three doors down
from the house he called home for more than 50 years. 

Tim and JoAnn are now gainfully semi-retired after
long and productive careers in the technology and fi-
nancial services industries, which gives them plenty
of time to pursue their individual passions and inter-
ests as well as their shared love of the Southern Cali-
fornia desert community of La Quinta.

If you’re ever trying to find or reach Tim, try Peet’s
Coffee and Tea in downtown Menlo. He’s been
known to, shall we say, hang out there just a wee bit!

Outgoing 
President’s 
Message
Jim Lewis 
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‘Portals of Early Days’
at Menlo Park laid
low; Landmark of

1854 falls
Palo Alto Times July 7, 1922
(99 years ago this summer)

“The Portals of Early Days,” the historical archway
on the State highway of Menlo Park, have fallen. The
landmark erected in 1854, was struck early this morn-
ing by two automobiles, filled with singing passen-
gers, which careened down the highway and crashed
into the old arch, which stood in picturesque silhou-
ette against the night sky—as it had stood for 68 years

Before the arrival of the Stanfords, before a village
had arisen on their side of San Francisquito creek,
while the lower peninsula was only an expanse of
rolling fields, two Irishmen, D.J. Oliver and P.J. McG-

lynn, staked out a homesite near El Camino Real.
Here they built homes, calling the place ‘Menlo Park”
after a beautiful estate in the old country, and erected
the intricate wooden arch at the entrance.

Throughout the growth of the town the gateway has
stood there, unchanged during the development of the
bare fields into the home of the world-famous racing
horses; then into a neighborhood of vast millionaire
estates; then into a village surrounded by beautiful
summer places; finally into a thriving part of the rich
and prosperous peninsula. Only once has the misfor-
tune overtaken it. During a storm several years ago it
was blown down, but was immediately restored and
braced to withstand the onslaught of the winds.

Now, however it will probably become only a
memory. The wood has rotted and is scarcely worth
reinforcing. When the arch fell, from the cavities of
its based rolled thousands of acorns stored there by
generations of squirrels. Newcomers, whose interest
is in the future rather than in the past, find the old gate
less a landmark than an eyesore.

It is possible, therefore, that no effort will be made
to restore it. Its picturesque beauty will be preserved
best, perhaps, in the photograph, “The Portals of
Early Days,” taken by Dr. Carl G. Wilson. This pic-
ture, one of the most attractive in the Stanford Art
Gallery, shows the archway in dark relief against a
clouded twilight sky. In the darkness, all modern sur-
roundings are blotted out and the gate stands again as
the solitary feature on the pioneer landscape.

From Our Treasurer
Your membership demonstrates your love for

Menlo Park and your continued interest in its his-
tory. If you’ve not already done so, please mail in
your renewal now while it's fresh in your mind.

MPHA wishes to thank those who chose to re-
ceive the Gate Post only by e-mail.  If this is some-
thing you wish to begin doing, please let us know
by email: mphistorical@yahoo.com.  That will help
us with mailing and handling costs. Thank you for
your continued support.

Lydia Cooper
Treasurer



If Martin Kuck (Kück in German) returned to
where his former hotel was located, he would find the
site has been filled by Springline, an under-construc-
tion, transit-oriented, mixed-use development. Martin
Kuck in person has not returned, but we are revisiting
his story, last addressed in a 2013 article by Board
member Jym Clendenin. 

In 1868, Martin and his brother
Diedrich (Diedrick in Dutch) built the
Menlo Park Hotel, located on Oak Grove
Avenue just west of the railroad tracks
and very convenient to the Menlo Park
Depot, completed a year earlier. Wealthy
San Franciscans would take the newly
built train tracks south to vacation out of
the city, staying in one of the hotel’s “40
palatial rooms” or renting an adjoining
cottage for the summer.

Martin Kuck was born in 1832 in the
Kingdom of Hanover, one of the small
states that would later comprise Ger-
many. After the death of Queen Anne of
England in the previous century, a prince
in the House of Hanover, her second
cousin, ascended to the British throne as
George I and the Hanoverian line has remained part of
the British royal family ever since. 

The year 1848 began a period of German working-
class revolutions, a time in which Karl Marx wrote
The Communist Manifesto. In the middle of the turbu-
lence, Martin immigrated from Hanover to New York
at age 18 in 1850. Born to a father in the line of King
George I and of a mother from German Saxe-Coburg,
Victoria was Queen of England at the time. Her hus-
band, whom she married in 1840, was her first cousin,
also from Saxe-Coburg. Germans formed the largest
U.S. immigration group in the mid-19th century. 

Diedrich Kuck, Martin’s brother, arrived at age 16
in 1852. As of 1867, Martin was running a distillery
on Main Street in Redwood City and later a grocery.
His wife, Elizabeth, was from Holstein, a duchy north
of Hanover. 

Once the hotel was built, Diedrich also operated a
grocery store, where he became Menlo Park’s first
postmaster. Living in Diedrich’s household was his

wife, Meta, also a German immigrant. A son was born
in 1873 and a daughter in 1875. Martin and Eliza-
beth’s first child, named Bertha, died at age 4 in 1875
and is buried in Redwood City’s Union Cemetery.

Diedrich died in September 1876 and shares his
gravestone with his young niece. A second daughter,

also named Bertha, was born to Martin and Elizabeth
in October. In February 1877, Meta put her late hus-
band’s store up for sale advertised leasing the hotel,
four adjoining cottages, and the store.

Martin became the hotelkeeper. The hotel caught
fire in 1878 and was quickly rebuilt though slightly
smaller. Within Martin’s 1880 household were his
wife, two daughters (a third was born in 1882), plus
his deceased brother’s son, Martin, age 21, clerking in
the hotel, and his brother's two young children.
Diedrich’s wife, Meta, is not listed in the census.

The hotel suffered a major fire in 1896, but most of
the furnishings as well as the guests’ belongings were
carried out as the hotel burned to the ground in three
hours due to lack of a fire department. It was quickly
rebuilt but gradually went into disuse as the automo-
bile came into being. The new wave of travelers on
nearby El Camino Real led to the era of single-story
motor courts, eventually known as motels. A dimin-
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The Return of Martin Kuck

(Continued on page 5)



ishing number of railroad passengers checked into the
outdated hotel with its bye-gone era country setting of

colorful gardens and picnic
areas.

The hotel served as a full-time
residence for rectors of nearby
Trinity Episcopal Church and
teachers at Central School. Eliz-
abeth died in 1909, leaving
Martin, age 77, a widowed
hotelkeeper, living with all three
of his daughters, including the
eldest, Bertha, soon to graduate
from Stanford’s Education De-
partment, plus four boarders, and
three servants. In 1916 with his
native country embattled in
WWI, Martin died. A year later,
the British royal family changed
its surname from Hanover to
Windsor in order to distance
from anti-German sentiment re-

sulting from the war. The U.S. declared war
on Germany in April 1917.

Bertha Kuck was teaching at Central
School in 1926, the same year that the town
library was located in the hotel, also her resi-
dence at least through 1940. After the aban-
doned and dilapidated hotel was demolished
in 1948, the surrounding grounds still hosted
Menlo Park’s annual July 4th celebration.
Bertha died at age 95 in 1971. A car wash
business later occupied the site until it too
was torn down in 2017 to accommodate the
massive development that began as Station
1300, now known as Springline. 

If Martin Kuck somehow returned today,
he would find that trains regularly shuttle
commuters up and down the Peninsula, but no
longer bring San Franciscans on extended
holiday to summer in Menlo Park. Not far
from a very busy El Camino Real, the Menlo
Park Depot is still there, looking very much
as it did in 1867, when  construction was soon
to begin on Martin and Diedrich’s hotel.
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Kuck (Continued from page 4)

Menlo Park Hotel, 1896 fire

Carwash 2008 (Google streetview)

Springline rendering



In 1852, land grant owner Maximo Martinez
deeded 95 acres of his land along Los Trancos Creek
to Jose Felix Buelna. Felix, as he was known, then 40,
was the nephew of the late Antonio Buelna, Mar-
tinez’s friend, who held both the Rancho San Grego-
rio and Rancho San Francisquito land grants at his
death in 1842. Antonio’s widow and heir was Maria
Concepcion Valencia Buelna, 54 in 1852. 

Felix established a casa de tableta, or “house of
cards”, at his roadhouse. In 1867, he leased his land to
Jesus Ramos, who’s buried at Holy Cross in Menlo
Park. As attorney-in-fact for Ramos, Valencia negoti-
ated the lease. Fernando was perhaps a relation of
Maria, sharing her family surname. Ramos in turn al-

lowed Valencia to operate a store, which likely in-
cluded a saloon where the gambling at cards contin-
ued. Fernando’s Store was the Hispanic counterpart to
the Woodside Store and was shown on an 1868 map of
an adjoinng property mapped for Marcus Gasavoda,. 

T. Lemmen Meyer, born in Hamburg, was a San
Francisco merchant, who also owned a string of
horses. Naturalized in 1868, he became the director of
the Menlo Park & Santa Cruz Turnpike, which was
being built that year along what is now the lower sec-
tion of Alpine Road. Meyer built a mansion on his
large parcel fronting Ravenswood Avenue, settling
there with his wife and three children. William Eccles
Stanton, Scotch-Irish, was also living in the Meyer
household, employed by Meyer as a coachman as he
had a reputation of being good with horses. The
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Fernando’s Store and the Internet

Fernando’s Store, 1868 map across from Large 
Sandstone, now alongside Golden Oak Drive

Valencia Court, near Zotts

(Continued on page 7)



Meyer mansion is now an office building known as
Bright Eagle with Noel Street
coursing through Meyer’s former
land.

To the west of Menlo Park, the
turnpike began at what is now
Alpine Road near I-280 and passed
by Fernando’s Store on its way to
the base of the hills, where con-
struction halted. Likely in the
course of his employment, Stanton
had occasion to stop at the saloon.
The story goes that Felix Buelna
deeded the young Stanton the prop-
erty in 1868 in order to settle a
gambling debt, as well as receiving
a slight payment for the balance. 

Stanton bought out the lease held
by Ramos for a dollar and newly
leased “old Fernando’s store” to an
Englishman, William Tate Philpott, then a grocer in
Searsville, which changed the business’s ambience
from Hispanic to Anglo. The 1870 San Francisco cen-
sus includes a grocer, Ferdinand Valencia, age 50,
born in Buenos Aires, married to Manuella, age 30,
born in Mexico. Perhaps the Fernando of the turnpike
store then moved to SF and opened another.

The Stanton family eventually sold the roadhouse
in 1940 to Enrico Rossotti, who held it until 1959.

The new owners renamed it the Alpine Inn though the
nickname “Zotts” has affectionately survived.

Valencia Court, one of the streets with  the hillside
tract across Alpine Road, was named in 1955. That
may be a coincidence because Cordova Court is close
by and both are Spanish city names.

Menlo Park’s main street was named Santa Cruz
Avenue because it linked up with the turnpike. Across
the tracks at  Ravenswood Avenue and Middlefield
Road, the Stanford Research Institute (SRI) devel-
oped various computer applications. One application
would become the “mouse” which was first demon-
strated publicly on December 9, 1968. 

In 1970, Stanford divested itself of SRI, but the in-
stitute continued its work (becoming SRI Interna-
tional in 1977). On August 27, 1976, a team of
researchers from SRI conducted the first internet

transmission from the beer garden at the Alpine Inn,
aka Rossotti’s, alongside the former Menlo Park turn-
pike, that sent the signal to SRI in downtown Menlo
Park, and then on to Boston. Apparently, the Alpine
Inn was chosen because it was far enough from SRI’s
headquarters to be considered a long-distance trans-
mission but close enough to get a strong signal. In this
manner, the Internet Age began in Menlo Park.
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Fernando’s (Continued from page 6)

Internet plaque at the Alpine Inn

SRI Engineers from Menlo Park inaugurating the Internet Auust 27, 1976
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Thank You
Business Members!

Lasky Trade Printing
Shypulski & Associates

Sinnott & Co. Architecture & Construction
for your contributions and

dedication to our local history.

Thank You
to Our New Member!

Cynthia Hanson, Eric and Carol Petersen (life)

~ Thank you! ~

Become a Member of MPHA
Join those who care about Menlo Park and enjoy
learning about its history. Dues help financially in
preserving the archives, publication of the news-
letter, and supporting our staff and other activities.

Annual Membership:
Residential . . . . . . . . . . $ 20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Lifetime . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00

Make check payable to MPHA at the above address.

In Memoriam:
Eveleen Lopez (life member)

Menlo Park Hotel circa 1899, see page 4


