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Centre for Agri-Food Benchmarking: the next step in sustainability
transparency

[Ottawa, Ont., February 7, 2024] — In a significant step forward in an ongoing commitment to
enhancing sustainability and transparency in Canada's agri-food sector, the National Index on
Agri-Food Performance has entered a new phase with the launch of the Centre for Agri-Food
Benchmarking. The Centre, housed at the Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI), will
accelerate and formalize the work of the unprecedented coalition of 137 partners supporting
the National Index. This milestone builds upon the success of the Index pilot, the first agri-food
sustainability index in Canada, launched in May 2023. The Index is being advanced by the
coalition to respond to the global imperative to reduce emissions, address the crisis of climate
change, and deliver on a breadth of sustainability expectations.

Key points:

Evolution from Index to Centre: The role of the Centre is to improve and publish the next
version of the Index, representing a wholesale shift from a pilot to a more sustained, long-term
approach. The Centre is committed to an initial four-year plan, developed in partnership with
the coalition, to advance the mission of the Index.

Long-Term Vision: The Centre commits to continuous improvement of the Index, deepening the
understanding of the sector's sustainability leadership, identifying areas for greater progress,
and promoting the Index’s use across the sector. Doing so will increase the competitiveness of
the sector domestically and internationally and be a tool to inform policy, research and
innovation priorities, as well as help build greater societal trust.

Unmatched Collaboration: This launch formalizes the unprecedented collaboration within the
agri-food sector, reflecting commitment and investment from a highly diverse coalition of
partners to evolve the Index and accelerate its application in the marketplace.



Global Imperative for Sustainability: The Index recognizes the need to improve sustainability
from a holistic standpoint, focusing on, environmental, food integrity, economic and social well-
being indicators. The Centre will enable, support, and showcase the sector’s sustainability
efforts, helping advance Canada’s commitment to being a sustainable food producer.

Executive Leadership: David Mclnnes, who founded and led the initiative since 2020, assumes
the role of the first Executive Director of the Centre, an evolution from his previous position as
National Coordinator of the Index.

Permanent Home at CAPI: The Centre for Agri-Food Benchmarking will be housed at the
Ottawa-based Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI), reinforcing CAPI’s evolving position as
a pivotal player in advancing policy solutions within agriculture and food.

Financial support is being provided under the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership’s
AgriAssurance Program - National Industry Association Component. Financial and in-kind
support is also provided by coalition partners.

Quotes:

“Launching the Centre formalizes how the partners work together to improve and use Canada's
first agri-food sustainability index in the marketplace. This novel step shows that Canada’s agri-
food sector can be a leader in how it presents its sustainability credentials for a more
demanding food world." — David Mclnnes, Executive Director and Founder, Centre for Agri-Food
Benchmarking

“Solutions that improve the sustainability and prosperity of Canadian agriculture and food must
be grounded in data and a commitment to transparency. As the Index evolves, so does CAPI and
we are pleased to house the Centre as part of our ongoing support of the coalition’s work.” —
Tyler McCann, Managing Director, Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute

HitH

For media inquiries and to arrange interviews, please contact:

David Mclnnes Tyler McCann

Executive Director and Founder Managing Director

Centre for Agri-Food Benchmarking Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute
execdirector@agrifoodindex.ca mccannt@capi-icpa.ca | (819) 639-6705

About the Centre for Agri-Food Benchmarking:

Since 2020, an unprecedented private-public coalition has been engaged in a unique collaboration to define how the
sustainability of Canada’s agri-food sector ought to be measured. The coalition produced Canada’s first agri-food sustainability



index in 2023, the National Index on Agri-Food Performance, and in 2024 formalized the coalition by establishing the Centre for
Agri-Food Benchmarking to improve the Index, promote its use and broaden outreach. The Centre intends to be recognized as
the authority for benchmarking Canada’s agri-food sustainability outcomes. For more information: agrifoodindex.ca

About the Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute:

The Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI) is Canada’s agri-food policy think tank. CAPI works with public and private
partners to advance policy solutions together to meet the growing needs of consumers in Canada and around the world through
a more resilient, sustainable, productive, competitive, and profitable agri-food system. For more information: capi-icpa.ca

About the coalition:
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https://www.agrifoodindex.ca/
https://capi-icpa.ca/
https://capi-icpa.ca/

