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“Waagir Bandimayi” Edition 13
Welcome to the Thirteenth edition of Waagir Bandimayi (Darkinjung words meaning Coast
Messenger). Barang have continued to work with our seven local Aboriginal community-
controlled organisations to keep our community informed to share information, give updates
and keep all our community involved.

The Annual Empowered Youth Summit will be held at Point Wolstoncroft Sport and Recreation
Centre on the 25th – 26th of November 2023. This Youth Summit is an opportunity for young
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from the Darkinjung Community to express their
aspirations, needs and priorities. 

Youth between the ages of 12 and 24 are welcome to attend this event. The Empowered
Youth Summit is an opportunity to connect with culture, community and other young people,
while having fun and voicing your opinions.

If you attend the Youth Summit you will receive:
• 2023 Youth Summit Shirt
• Kings sleeping bad
• Pillow
• 2023 Empowered Youth Summit tote bag
• Barang Notepad and pen
• Towel 
• Toiletries and Dental Pack

Registrations will be posted on our socials, please follow @barangregionalalliance
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Barang means tomorrow. This is your information, and we are your regional alliance.

We invite you to share, participate and continue to be involved - please feel free to contact us
to share your thoughts and to give us feedback about what you would like to see included  

I am Barang, You are Barang, We are Barang Regional Alliance Central Coast.  

 

 

Celebrating 25 years of health, wellbeing and care.

We celebrated and honoured our Elders wisdom and strength at Barang Regional Alliance’s
recent NAIDOC event with over 120 professional photographic portraits taken on the day.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://yerin.org.au/
http://eepurl.com/ikImc5
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=893ca682ebb57b394d893cd95&id=fa1d98450b
javascript:;


16/11/2023, 13:11 Waagir Bandimayi -  Coast Messenger Ed. 13

https://mailchi.mp/c85740141426/waagir-bandimayi-coast-messenger-ed-9591496 3/13

Some of the beautiful images captured on the day commemorating NAIDOC, and our Elders. 

 Our elders play a very significant role in our communities.  Elders, or older individuals with
wisdom and experience, have often been revered and respected for their accumulated
knowledge and guidance. 

In every generation, our Elders have played an important role and hold a prominent place in
our communities and families. 
They have guided our generations and paved the way for us to take the paths, and the
opportunities we have today.  
Through storytelling and oral tradition, Elders have been the keepers of cultural history and
traditions, passing down stories and knowledge from one generation to the next.

This has been a vital way of preserving our Cultural Heritage.

They are a central part of Aboriginal communities and play an essential role in keeping culture
and histories alive. 

Big thank you to Trent and his team for capturing these beautiful images on the day.

 

It’s been another busy but rewarding few months for NAISDA. On Tuesday, June 27, we
honoured the achievements of our talented First Nations graduates from the class of 2022 at
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our Graduation Ceremony. The day brought together Elders, community leaders, industry
professionals and distinguished guests, all of whom extended their heartfelt congratulations
and support to the graduates including video messages from NSW Premier, the Hon Chris
Minns MP, and Federal Minister for the Arts, the Hon Tony Burke MP. 

A big thanks too to our Barang partner organisations for organising such fantastic NAIDOC
events and inviting us to be a part them last month. We loved the opportunity to connect and
come together celebrating our Elders and Darkinjung community. 

One of our most memorable highlights has been the world premiere of "ATI: A Dance
Reckoning of Truth, Place, and Belonging" which we presented at Carriageworks on 21 and
22 July. Three mesmerising performances showcased the power of cultural and contemporary
dance, accompanied by vibrant projections, song and live voices. Directed by Head of Dance,
Deon Hastie, the production left a lasting impression on hearts and minds. We were so proud
of our NAISDA Dance Artists who shared powerful and emotional performances, and it was
great to see them back on the professional stage after so many years of COVID disruption.

If you know any young people with a passion for dance who themselves should be on the
stage, our applications to study at NAISDA are open until 21 August.  We’re asking community
to help us spread the word and are eager to welcome the next generation of First Nations
dance artists and provide them with a platform to shine on the stage. All the details on our
website www.naisda.com.au
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Culturally Informed Pathways to Employment and Training 

NAIDOC Week

Our team was present at several NAIDOC week events across the region, joining in with
community and connecting with families.  It also provided the opportunity for our new staff to
experience the events, meet community members and share in the celebration.  We are
pictured at the Barang For Our Elders Day in Mardi.

Aboriginal School-Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships (SBAT)

Recently we presented and exhibited at the Aboriginal SBAT Information Day, held at GNL’s
Community Space.  This event brough together the NSW Department of Education, Training
Services NSW, Alliance members Yerin and Bara Barang, and several local employers, to
engage with over 40 Aboriginal Year 10 students and their teachers  from a number of local
high schools, to hear about  what to expect when combining Year 11 and 12 study with
working in a Traineeship in 2024.  The Hon. David Harris, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs was
also there to support the day. Contact us if you want to be part of this initiative too!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE HERE
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GNL kicked off NAIDOC with what we can now call the annual Curry Cook Off, lots of fun by
contestants and everyone who attended. This year's winners, mother daughter team Lesley
Whitelaw and Belinda Field, it was all in the way Belinda cut those onions..
4th August saw us celebrate National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Day ' Little Voices
Loud Futures' with a special combined playgroup, with our Elders and gudjagang,
commencing with a beautiful smoking ceremony.

We also hosted the SBAT information day, attended by students and service providers, a big,
beautiful day with lots of opportunity for our youth. August will see more events/activities, in
conjunction with NAISDA's 'Kinship & Connection', dance and art workshops- 12th August.

19th August we join Tuggerah Lakes Arts Society and will facilitate a painting workshop- open
to all ages.
20th August a Trauma Informed Yoga workshop hosted by Rowena Lawrie and facilitated by
Jacqui Jarred.

Our weekly dance program has recommenced with the amazing Tynga Williams, omg she is
talented and beautiful to watch and engaged our young ones brilliantly.

If you are interested in any of our workshop, please call us 0243058807.
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This year, the local community and supporters came out in force to celebrate the Mingaletta
NAIDOC ‘For Our Elders’ Event. This cultural celebration gratefully watched traditional
ceremonies performed by: Aunty Robyn Reid’s inclusive Welcome to Country; Alan O’Brien’s
moving and healing Smoking Ceremony; The Glen Men’s Dance Group and the Mingaletta
Interrelate Youth Performer’s traditional dancing. 

Aunty Di spoke on her personal connection to NAIDOC through her great-great Grandfather,
William Cooper, and thanked her fellow Elders for all their impact in the community. Our
Mingaletta Elders were further acknowledged by being awarded Certificates of Recognition
and gifts by Mingaletta Chairperson, Tracey Burraston. Supported by Liesl Tesch MP, the
Mingaletta NAIDOC cake cutting was met with loud applause and our many stallholders were
kept busy by the huge community turnout.

The free community BBQ and family fun activities, also provided on this sunny day, were
enjoyed by all ages.

If you’d like to see frequent updates please see the Mingaletta Facebook page or call 4342
7515.
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Strengthening and Empowering our Community for all generations.

Aunty Betty’s Place unveiled

A new facility that represents the realisation of a dream for many in the broader DLALC
community has been officially unveiled.

Around 70 community members were in attendance as new signage at Aunty Betty’s Place, A
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new independent living facility for Aboriginal seniors at the northern end of the Central Coast,
was revealed for the first time on 26th July.

DLALC chair Barry BJ Duncan commenced proceedings with a short welcome during which
he revealed that the DLALC board had agreed - in honouring the theme of the 2023 NAIDOC
Week, For Our Elders - to self-fund the cost of the project. 

Former board and DLALC staff member Christine Hammond spoke next where she told those
gathered that the project presents an awesome opportunity to bring our elders together for the
betterment of their social, emotional, cultural and economic needs.

Betty’s daughter Christine and selected family members then revealed the signage. 

Named in honour of Elizabeth Betty Hammond, Aunty Betty’s Place is positioned as an
affordable alternative to living alone or in more traditional aged care facilities.

Once completed it will feature several two-bedroom units alongside a broader range of
common area facilities including a BBQ area, swimming pool, community gardens and a
common room.

Tenants will have access to on-site management to assist them in identifying and managing
their home care needs. 
Aunty Betty’s Place has been designed with sensitivity towards the surrounding environment
and outdoor living. Residences have also been carefully designed around access
requirements for tenants with variable mobility and disability needs.

The next stage of the project will see the detailed designs finished before being put to tender
to appoint a firm to facilitate construction. 
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The University of Newcastle – Wollotuka Institute

University of Newcastle Wollotuka Institute congratulates Lindsay Hardy who has recently
been successful in our new role as Industry Stakeholder Manager for the Wollotuka Institute,
which will provide leadership and expertise in collaboration with stakeholders, working
collaboratively with the Philanthropic Programs to develop support for major proposals and
campaigns and projects, raise funds and reach out to the community. Building a stronger
network regionally and nationally and drive collaboration and engagement to build Wollotuka’s
community, industry and international partnerships.

University of Newcastle Wollotuka Institute has been busily preparing for various events that
will be held over the remaining of the year including student and community engagement,
weaving program, pride week, end-of-year celebration, colour scramble, family tracing
workshop, RUOK Day and Stress Less. 

Our staff have been working with the broader University staff to ensure that our Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander students know about the services that Wollotuka offer, including:
• Access to free printing, food and drinks, 
• Assistance with scholarships,
• Tutoring (conditions apply). 

Meet the Student Advancement Team: 
• Stevie-Leigh Addo – Coordinator 
• Emily Heath – Student Advancement Officer
• Joel Grogan – Administration Assistant 
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Empowerment Through Connection

Yamurrah is a collective of First Nations clinicians , educators, academics, nurses, social
workers, trauma and legal specialists. Yamurrah provides clinical services such as counselling
and supervision, training and events, and consultancy services. Yamurrah has grown to be a
leading provider, advocate and crucial voice in the intersection of trauma, violence, justice,
safety and healing.  Yamurrah works at community, regional, statewide and national levels in
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various ways. Rowena Lawrie has grown up and lives on Darkinjung community, is the
Founder|Director | Yamurrah agrees that community accountability and cultural integrity are
critical foundations in the work - which is why she felt is important that Yamurrah becomes an
Associate Member, Barang Regional Alliance. Yamurrah welcomes the opportunity to
contribute to local community developments and discussions which uplift and promote well-
being and healing.

Yamurrah is a word woven from the sacred initials and cherished names of our united kins. It
symbolises the profound act of following the sovereign tracks etched by our wise Ancestors,
revered Elders, and the trailblazers who preceded us. With utmost integrity, honour, and
unwavering determination, as we traverse these sacred tracks, we do so with cultural and
professional integrity, boundless honour, and resolute purpose. With each step we take, we
also have the responsibility to create new tracks and plant seeds of growth and hope for future
generations. Yamurrah represents a continuous journey of respect, learning and legacy,
ensuring that the tracks we walk today will create a solid foundation for the generations to
come.
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