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If you’ve been following the pilot cohort of Move to End Violence, you know that we will soon be headed to India for our third
convening.  Our hope is to find inspiration, a deeper connection to the global issue of gender-based violence, and a better
understanding of Gandhian principles and values – and how they continue to be manifest in social justice work today.
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We will be writing more about that soon.  But, for now, as we head into this holiday weekend, I wanted to reflect on our expedition to
India through the lens of the trip that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. – whose birthday we celebrate on Monday – took in February 1959. 
After several invitations and a few canceled trips, Dr. King set out with his wife Coretta and friend Dr. Lawrence Reddick to visit India,
including Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai, and Mumbai.  Thanks to the Stanford Kind Papers Project, I easily found and have ever since been
poring over Dr. King’s article, “My Trip to the Land of Gandhi,” published in the July 1959 issue of Ebony magazine.  He describes
how he and his two travel companions “made up a sort of 3-headed team with six eyes and six ears for looking and listening.”  Just
like him, Move to End Violence will be there as learners – but with 30 eyes and 30 ears.

The whole article is rich, and is definitely worth the read, but there was one passage that stood out to me.  It reads:

It was a marvelous thing to see the amazing results of a non-violent campaign.  The aftermath of hatred and bitterness that usually
follows a violent campaign was found nowhere in India…The way of acquiescence leads to moral and spiritual suicide.  The way of
violence leads to bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the destroyers.  But, the way of non-violence leads to redemption and the
creation of the beloved community. 

Dr. King of course was talking about non-violence as a tactic in the struggles for social and racial equality in India, the United States,
and around the globe.  We can also, however, read this as a goal: non-violence is the condition of a world that does not hinge on the
exploitation and degradation of others, who are so frequently girls and women.  To stand by and do nothing, to allow violence against
girls and women to continue is the way of acquiescence.  Perpetrators of violence against girls and women would continue to
create bitterness and brutality.  But a world without violence – this would move us towards the creation of a Beloved Community.

http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/kingpapers/index
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/primarydocuments/Vol5/July1959_MyTriptotheLandofGandhi.pdf
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After long journeys from the United States, the MEV Cohort, Faculty and NoVo staff arrived safely in New Delhi, India to kick-off its 9-
day convening in India.

       

https://movetoendviolence.org/author/jackie/
http://mev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/mev_pilot_cohort_convening_3_day_1.jpg
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/convening-3-new-delhi-india-day-1/
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet/?text=Convening%203:%20New%20Delhi,%20India%20%E2%80%94%20Day%201&url=https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/convening-3-new-delhi-india-day-1/&via=moveendviolence
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/convening-3-new-delhi-india-day-1/
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/convening-3-new-delhi-india-day-1/&title=Convening%203:%20New%20Delhi,%20India%20%E2%80%94%20Day%201
mailto:?body=https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/convening-3-new-delhi-india-day-1/&subject=Convening%203:%20New%20Delhi,%20India%20%E2%80%94%20Day%201


4/20/22, 9:10 PM Convening 3: New Delhi, India - Day 1 - Move to End Violence

https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/convening-3-new-delhi-india-day-1/ 2/4

Move to End Violence Pilot Cohort, Faculty and Guests, Covening 3, Day 1, New Delhi, India

The journey began with an orientation and introduction to our host organization, Apne Aap and its founder, Emmy Award winning
journalist and advocate, Ruchira Gupta.

Ready to dive into the experience, the MEV Cohort headed off on its first destination — Gandhi Smriti, situated where Mahatma
Gandhi spent the last days of his life and was assassinated in 1948. Much like the National Civil Rights Museum where Martin Luther
King, Jr. was assassinated, this museum offered us the opportunity to learn about Gandhi’s philosophy and to literally walk in his last
footprints. A genuinely moving and inspirational experience.

MEV Cohort Joins Dr. Manimela,  Apne Aap’s Ruchira Gupta, iconic feminist Devaki Jain and Tara Ghandi Bhattacharjee for a rich
discussion in the garden at Gandhi Smriti

 
After touring the museum on our own, we had the distinct pleasure of meeting with its director, Dr. Manimela who offered us an even
deeper understanding of the Gandhian and social justice traditions of India. We spent the bulk of the afternoon sitting in the museum
garden talking with Dr. Manimela and Devaki Jain, a highly esteemed development economist and feminist activist who shared with
us the benefit of decades of experience working for women’s rights in India. To everyone’s surprise and delight, Gandhi’s
grandaughter, Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, learned of our visit and joined us in the garden.

http://apneaap.org/index.php
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We sat with these luminaries until the sun began to fade, engaged in the conversation of a lifetime. We discussed the application of
the Gandhian philosophy to social justice movements in India today and explored the similarities and differences between our two
social contexts.

A constant theme throughout the day, was one of the primary tenants of Gandhian philosophy — that in order to create justice, one
should do their work thinking of the girl or child who is valued the least, who suffers the most, who comes in last. Solutions that do
otherwise are not acceptable solutions at all. This resonated deeply given MEV’s emphasis on putting marginalized populations at the
center of our analysis.

“I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt, or when the self becomes too much with you, apply the following test. Recall
the face of the poorest and the weakest man [woman] whoe you may have seen, and ask yourself, if the step you contemplate is
going to be of any use to him [her]. Will he [she] gain anything by it? Will it restore him [her] to a control over his [her] own life and
destiny? In other words, will it lead swaraj [freedom] for the hungry and spiritually starving millions? Then you will find your doubts
and your self melt away.” –One of the last notes left behind by Gandhi in 1948.

A long, but incredibly inspirational and grounding day for this Cohort. We’ll check in again soon.
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Full of thought from our inspiring first day, this morning we continued our quest to understand the Gandhian philosophy and its current
application to the fight for women’s rights and social justice in modern-day India.  We’re searching to understand how Gandhi’s vision,
which is such an important part of the Indian culture, is being translated from theory into practice.

We began the day at Dilli Haat, a large handicraft market in New Delhi. We had the great fortune of spending the morning with Jaya
Jaitly, feminist, socialist activist, former politician and brainchild of Dilli Haat. Ms. Jaitly spoke to us about the emphasis Gandhi placed
on local craft production as a means of ensuring sustainable communities. She advocated for the creation of the market as a way of
bringing Gandhi’s ideals to life and creating demand for Indian crafts. In its 15  year, Dilli Haat provides employment to thousands of
people from all over the country and helps to sustain communities.
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Ms. Jaitly told us the extraordinary story of how the market came into existence.

She had been advocating for the government to provide the land for the market, but was running up against resistance for providing
vast quantities of valuable land to “people who were considered to be beggars.”  A local bureaucrat who had been following her
efforts offered an innovative solution:  he had found a loop hole in the law which said that although the land belongs to the
government, the drains belong to the municipality.  He offered to cover a gigantic drain and provide the space for the market.  Today,
this beautiful market and second largest source of tourism dollars in Delhi, sits atop a gigantic drainage ditch and is as much a
testament to the power of out-of the-box thinking as it is to the core Gandhian philosophy of local production and mutual dependence.

http://mev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/img_0833.jpg
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MEV Cohort with Jaya Jaitly and Ruchira Gupta at Dilli Haat

After doing some shopping at the market to contribute to the local economy, we moved on to an afternoon at the Planning
Commission. There we had the distinct honor of meeting with Dr. Sayeeda Hameed, an extraordinary feminist activist with decades of
experience working for women’s rights in India.  Formerly a member of the national commission for women and at one time the only
woman, non-economist on the planning commission, Dr. Hameed arranged to have us meet with over a dozen government officials
from various departments working together to address inequality by intentionally applying a gender-lens to a range of social issues.
Interestingly, this intersectional approach has been put in place because the previous approach, working in silos and addressing
issues in isolation, had proven ineffective.

http://mev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/img_7480.jpg
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Dr. Sayeeda Hameed, Planning Commission

http://mev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/img_0864.jpg


4/20/22, 9:10 PM Day 2 - Convergence (Convening 3, New Delhi, India) - Move to End Violence

https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/day-2-convergence-convening-3-new-delhi-india/ 5/5

 

MEV Pilot Cohort at Planning Commission

During the discussions this afternoon, we saw a great emphasis placed on this “convergent approach” and were impressed by the
scale of the effort to address women’s lived experiences in their totality.   This challenge of working in silos felt all too familiar to our
group and the sheer magnitude of this government effort to partner across departments was inspiring.

http://mev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/img_0872.jpg
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Day 3 of Convening 3 kicked off early. Really early. Bound for Jaipur, the Cohort departed on a 4 a.m. train. (As you’ll see from the
photo below, the early departure did not dampen the Cohort’s spirit!) Today’s post features some scenes from Day 3.
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The early morning scene at the train station in New Delhi.

http://mev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/train_station_collage.jpg
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Colorful wares abound in Jaipur. The MEV Cohort shopped for local handicrafts at markets quite different than Dilli Haat.

http://mev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/collage_market_scene.jpg
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Scenes of daily life in on the streets of Jaipur.

http://mev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/scenes_of_jaipur.jpg
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Kavita Srivastava, Secretary of the People’s Union for Civil Liberties and Ruchira Gupta, Apne Aap witH MEV Pilot Cohort

On Friday evening, we had the privilege of engaging in an extremely rich conversation with human rights activist Kavita Srivastava,
who approaches her work using a gendered-violence lens.  The Secretary of the People’s Union for Civil Liberties, Ms. Srivastava
offered us a thorough understanding of the challenges facing women in India today.  As with each of the other activists we’ve met,
Ms. Srivastava’s intersectional approach meant that we touched on a wide-range of issues and held a broad perspective on issues
related to gender inequality.  This conversation also allowed us to recognize that we are struggling with very similar questions
regarding strategies for ending violence against girls and women – from the impact of national anti-violence laws after 15+ years, to
responses beyond crisis shelters.

We began Saturday by practicing Tai Ji together on the lawn of the hotel.  Over time through this practice we have developed into a
cohesive unit, moving both individually and collectively with great alignment.  Check out a video of our Tai Ji practice.
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We then headed off to meet with Ruchira Gupta and Shama Afroz, of our host organization, Apne Aap. Apne Aap is an NGO which
organizes survivors of sex trafficking through community-based self empowerment groups, providing safe spaces where women and
girls can gather, access education, improve their livelihood and receive legal rights training.   Apne Aap currently has 146 such
groups and aspires to reach a critical mass of 5,000.   Our group was inspired by Apne Aap’s approach to survivor advocacy, which
meets women where they are, focuses on what they identify as pressing needs, and empowers them to use their own voice to secure
their rights.

http://www.apneaap.org/
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Ruchira Gupta and Shama Afroz, Apne Aap

That morning, we had the opportunity to observe a Survivor’s Conference, where current and formerly prostituted women gathered to
share their stories, articulate their desires for themselves and their daughters, and strategize together to realize their dreams.  It was
a true gift to witness the power of their voices and collective strength.  Three cohort members, Suzanne Koepplinger, Corrine
Sanchez, and Ted Bunch were invited to speak about their work in the U.S. Afterwards, we were honored to learn that the conference
participants felt a deep sense of solidarity, alignment and common purpose with our group.
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Suzanne Koepplinger, Corrine Sanchez, and Ted Bunch Speaking at Apne Aap’s Survivor’s Conference
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MEV Pilot Cohort and Attendees of the Survivor’s Conference

Both our conversation with Kavita Srivastava and our experience with Apne Aap reinforced the importance of “taking it to the streets,”
and creating a public discourse to shift cultural norms and create lasting social change.  The power of this approach was apparent
and stayed with us as we closed the day.
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Today we were joined by beloved cohort member Patti Tototzintle of Casa de Esperanza. We faced a long day of travel, with a trek
out to visit the Barefoot College  in a rural village followed by another long bus ride to the airport, as tonight we head to Kolkata for the
final leg of our journey.

On the bus this morning, we welcomed Patti by reviewing some of group’s main takeaways so far.  A few of the themes that emerged
included:

What intersectionality really looks like in practice; the focus on the last girl
The need for a broader, multi-dimensional perspective
The importance of applying a gendered analysis to all social justice issues
The global nature of gender inequality and of our movement
The importance of breaking through old stories to tell the new
Getting to critical mass

With these thoughts swimming in our heads, we arrived at the Barefoot College and had the most extraordinary visit with Aruna Roy.

Aruna Roy is a social and political activist who has worked on government transparency, food security and improving rural
livelihoods.  She is a founder of Mazdoor Kisan Shakati Sangathan (MKSS), which is an organization designed to strengthen
participatory democratic processes, so that ordinary citizens can live their lives with dignity and justice.  Aruna-ji spoke to us about
her experience organizing communities and how her passion for addressing the most pressing issues facing the rural poor led her to
advocate for the empowerment of girls and women.  Our dialogue with Aruna focused primarily on strategies for movement-building. 
Echoing what we heard from Apne Aap yesterday, Aruna focused on the importance of public action and of organizing around those
issues that are most in line with the people’s will in order to mobilize a critical mass of people whose voice will not be denied.
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Aruna Roy
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After the thought-provoking conversation with Aruna Roy, we were given the opportunity to tour the Barefoot college, an NGO that
has been working to make rural communities self sufficient and sustainable.  While there we had the opportunity to meet women from
Sudan, Liberia, Peru, Malawi, Bhutan, Zanzibar Uganda, Nigeria, and Ethiopia, who are participating in a 6-month training program to
learn how to develop solar-powered lights.  One woman from Malawi told us that she will leave with the skills and materials needed to
bring light to 100 homes in her village, which is currently completely dark.  The magnitude of the transformation that she is about to
make for her entire village  — and for the status and safety of women within it — was awe-inspiring  As was the authenticity, integrity
and example of lived-principles that we saw throughout the day.

Woman Handmaking Rugs at Barefoot College



4/20/22, 9:12 PM Convening 3: Jaipur, India - Day 5 - Illuminating Equality - Move to End Violence

https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/convening-3-jaipur-india-day-5-illuminating-equality/ 4/5

Women Making Solar Panels at Barefoot College
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MEV Executive Director Jackie Payne and MEV Cohort Members Joanne Smith and Dorchen Leidholdt with Two Women from
Malawi at Barefoot College Who Will Bring Light Back to Their Village
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Convening 3: Jaipur, India – MEV in Tilonia
Jackie Payne
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Originally Posted February 6, 2012  Share:  

MEV Cohort visits the old campus of Barefoot College (photo upper left).

MEV Cohort members, staff and faculty with luminary activist Aruna Roy (photo lower right).
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MEV Cohort members connecting with women from around the world who

have come to the Barefoot College to learn how to make solar panels (photos above).
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Woman making thread on a loom, a great symbol of Gandhian philosophy (left photo).

A craftswoman weaving fabric (upper right photo). Physically disabled woman making sanitary pads (lower right photo).
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Community education through puppetry.
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Convening 3: Kolkata, India — Day 6/7 — Saving Our Daughters
Jackie Payne
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Two nights ago, our host organization Apne Aap brought us to a neighborhood in South Kolkata called Sonagachi.  We left our cars
on the busy main thoroughfare and went by foot down the dark and narrow side streets.  As we walked, we took in the community life
unfolding around us, women cooking dinner over an open fire, children playing in the dirt, men washing at a spout, others praying. 
But most of all, we saw woman after woman lining the crowded streets, standing alone or in pairs, waiting.  And beyond them, men
stood with arms crossed; watching them; watching us.

Sonagachi is the largest red light district in India and all of Asia.  The girls and women on the street ranged from about aged 13 to 35. 
They are predominately poor, low-caste girls and women who have been trafficked to this area from across India and prostituted for
300-1500 Rupees ($6-$30).  The girls and women we saw, and in a few cases spoke with, are controlled by the pimps and middle-
men on the street who turn a profit from the sale of other human beings and enforce the system through violence.  Invisible to us, but
imprisoned in the brothels just above our heads, were girls and women being serially raped and restricted from ever venturing
outside.

We left the area feeling great sorrow and heartbreak for these girls and women and for a world that permits this reality.  We also felt a
sense of connection; looking into the eyes of these girls and women as we passed we saw ourselves, our sisters, our daughters.

We were struck by the immense capacity of the human spirit to adapt to the most hellish of situations, and recognized the resilience
and strength of these women that allows them to survive.

The next day, we had the opportunity to sit in circle with currently and formerly prostituted women who are being organized by Apne
Aap to fight for their right to education, safe and independent housing, sustainable and dignified livelihood, and legal protection.
 Apne Aap means “for yourself” or “self-help” and that aptly describes the organization’s approach to survivor advocacy, bringing
women together in small groups of 10 to support each other in their own empowerment.
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Sitting with five of these groups, an Apne Aap organizer, and interpreter, we listened to survivors telling their stories, what brought
them to Apne Aap and how they are organizing for their rights and the rights of their children.  For many of these women, their focus
was on breaking the inter-generational nature of prostitution.   They said, “whatever has happened to us has happened, but can you
save our daughters?”

My group sat with young mothers who are not immediately focused on getting themselves out of prostitution, but who have made the
incredibly painful choice of sending their daughters away to a mission school to protect them.  This is necessary because when men
come to buy them and find a girl aged 10 or 11, they want to rape the daughter instead.   And, when mothers turn 35 and begin to
become too old to be considered attractive, they are forced to replace themselves with their daughters.
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We wept along with a young mother who told us she had sent her daughters away for their own safety and had not been able to see
them in months.  The pain of that sacrifice was palpable, as was the love these mothers had for their daughters.

Apne Aap is committed to securing education and creating options for dignified and sustainable livelihoods for girls at greatest risk of
being prostituted.  Another group of us met with these girls, who were a passionate, powerful group of young sisters, with high
aspirations for themselves and a shared mission to dismantle the prostitution industry that enslaves their mothers.
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Day 7: Convening 3 – Kolkata, India.
Jackie Payne
GALVANIZE USA

Originally Posted February 10, 2012  Share:  

 

We started Day 7 with a roundtable discussion, exchanging ideas with allied advocates, including Indrani Singha, Sarafaraz Ahmed
Khan and Roop Sen.
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This was a vibrant conversation in which we raised some of the issues that we have been struggling with in our work at home and
questions that have surfaced for us during this convening; for example, the right balance of strategies that focus on the criminal
justice system and those that focus on community accountability.

Our Indian allies happily engaged in a thoughtful analysis of these questions and raised their own struggles with our group – and with
each other.  One of the things we most appreciated about the roundtable was the way in which this community of activists very
comfortably challenged each other and held each other accountable in a productive way, without rancor and clearly with the goal of
pushing the movement to be it’s best in order to achieve the shared vision.

That evening, this group along with about 50 other activists and agitators joined us on a dinner cruise on the Ganges River; a
fabulous way to network and share about our work while getting to absorb the sights and sounds of Kolkata by boat.   As a special
treat, Apne Aap arranged for cultural singers and musicians to provide us a live soundtrack for our journey.  The energy and pulse of
these songs, focused on the struggle for women’s rights and dignity, transcended language barriers to pull us in.
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We stopped at a famous ashram and had the honor of observing a Hindu prayer service; with hundreds of people sitting cross-legged
on the floor of an ornate temple, chanting.  The resonance of so many voices singing individually and collectively as one was beautiful
and completely engaging.  Our beloved travel guide, Vishal Bhasin, was visibly moved by the chance to visit the temple.  When I
asked if he had been there before, he shared with me that he had not had the opportunity to do so, but that it was his destiny to work
with MEV and come to the ashram in this way.  (By the way, if you ever travel to India, you absolutely must use Vishal’s travel service
called Indian Excursion.   He worked for months to arrange this trip with us and was with us every minute of the trip, always silently in
the background, helping our large group to maneuver through India on planes, trains, buses, cars, metro, by foot and even rickshaws
without a hitch.  He is a consummate professional, and now, a dear friend.)

http://www.letstourindia.com/
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Convening 3: Kolkata, India – Day 8 – Cool Men Don’t Buy Sex
Jackie Payne
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On our last full day in Kolkata, several members of Move to End Violence were invited to join a press conference and panel for the
launch of our host organization’s new campaign, Cool Men Don’t Buy Sex.

Three of our cohort members who work on the issue of sex trafficking joined Apne Aap’s Ruchira Gupta to highlight the importance of
ending demand for prostitution.

Dorchen Leidholdt, director of the Center for Battered Women’s Legal Services, Sanctuary for Families and co-founder of the
Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW), gave the keynote, speaking passionately about the global nature of the problem and
the campaign she’s recently been engaged with in New York City to end the demand for prostitution there.
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Dorchen Leidholdt, director, Center for Battered Women’s Legal Services, Sanctuary for Families

Suzanne Koepplinger, executive director, Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center, followed, sharing her experience working with
trafficked Indigenous girls and women in the U.S.  Suzanne’s stories of girls aged no more than 13 who are raped, abused and sold
like chattel were achingly familiar and resonated across borders.

http://www.miwrc.org/
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Suzanne Koepplinger, executive director, Minnesota Women’s Resource Center
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Our last speaker, Ted Bunch, co-founder,  A Call to Men, particularly impacted this crowd, which was heavily populated with young
men from university.  His engaging style drew the crowd in and sparked a particularly rich back and forth with one young man who
genuinely wanted help to know how to speak to his friends who were choosing to buy women for “pocket change”.   Ted offered him
advice that spoke to shifting notions of masculinity and having the courage to use one’s own social power to either help friends
change or disassociate with associates who refuse to do so.

http://www.acalltomen.org/


4/20/22, 9:15 PM Convening 3: Kolkata, India - Day 8 - Cool Men Don't Buy Sex - Move to End Violence

https://movetoendviolence.org/blog/convening-3-kolkata-india-day-8-cool-men-dont-buy-sex/ 5/6

Ted Bunch, co-founder, A Call to Men
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By this point in the trip, our cohort had become so practiced in sharing leadership with one another that it was quite natural for those
on stage to pass the microphone to friends and colleagues sitting in the front row whose particular perspective on a question would
add unique value.  By the end of the program, several members of our group had engaged in the rich discussion.  Sitting in the
audience watching, I was inspired by what a movement of aligned leaders working in collaboration can feel
like:  Generous.  Respectful.  Powerful.  Impactful.
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Convening 3: Kolkata, India – Final Day. We Came As Pilgrims, We Left
Inspired.
Jackie Payne
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“To other countries I may go as a tourist, but to India I come as a pilgrim.”  -Martin Luther King, 1959.

Early in the Montgomery bus boycott, Martin Luther King Jr. referred to Gandhi as “the guiding light of our technique of nonviolent
social change.”  After the boycott’s success, Martin Luther King Jr. travelled to India to deepen his understanding of Gandhian
principles.  Through King, Gandhi’s philosophy fundamentally shaped our struggle for social justice in the United States.

With this rich history in mind, we travelled to India as pilgrims, seeking to deepen our understanding of Gandhian principles,
exchange ideas with our sisters and brothers involved in the global fight for justice and equality, and return renewed and inspired to
work together to strengthen our movement(s) and create real social change.

Over meals, drinks, moments in the sun and long bus rides we tried to make sense of all of these incredible experiences and what it
means for our work back home.  We compared and contrasted India and the U.S. to understand the implications of what we were
learning for work within the U.S. and our communities.   We also reflected on the current state of U.S. social justice movements and
how a gendered analysis is currently being employed – and how it is not.

We pushed ourselves to engage in essential dialogues to flesh out areas of alignment and lack of alignment – particularly on those
issues that are causing tension in the movement at large.  Building on the trust and respect we have developed with each other, we
practiced going beyond just advocating for our points of view, to deepen our collective understanding and look together for a “third
way” that would move us closer to our vision of a beloved community.

In the coming weeks, cohort members will be sharing a bit of their experience in India and some major take-aways with you over this
blog.  In the meantime, we thought we would share a snap shot of where we all were on the last day of this trip.

As we prepared to depart we gave everyone just five minutes to capture what was sticking with them at that moment in a seven line
poem which began, “I have been to India and…”

Those poems will be shared here over the next several weeks.   Enjoy!
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I have been to India…
February 2016

On the last day of Convening 3 in India, each participant was given just five minutes to
capture what was sticking with them at that moment in a seven line poem which
began, “I have been to India….”.

Part 1

I’ve been to India
And followed the footsteps
From Gandhi’s last walk to the streets of Sonagatchi
And now I know deeply the power of the margins to set everyone free
And we will do this work together
My beloved community
To the last girl.

Part 2

I have been to India
I came with apprehensions and fears
I came with preconceived impressions
I have been to India
I leave with affirmations and connections to a larger humanity of linked destinations.
I leave full yet empty, ready for the unknowns over the next horizons.

Part 3

I’ve been to India
I will never be the same
How can hope and spirit and brilliance
Be so evenly matched with devastation and despair?
Young women with eyes glittering from opium
Little girl caked with dirt, scurrying into the brothels doorway
We’ll be back.



Part 4

I’ve been to India
And I’ve seen her colors.
And I’ve found her girls and our girls at the end of the line.
Together.
Walking the same slowly arcing path
Together, thousands of miles away.

Part 5

I have been to India to see, listen, learn, marvel,
I was greeted with bustling cabs, honking horns generating the pulse and rhythm of a
vibrant, colorful nation.
A young republic, rising, growing, expanding, struggling, celebrating family, culture,
just being, existing and for too many – surviving.
While the masses of last girls and women is easy to dehumanize, the activists
re-humanize the last girl, last child, last person through Gandhi’s teachings.
Poverty here is enormous, yet there is so much to offer to awaken our consciousness
to the possibilities and the hope of girls, women, humanity.

Part 6

I’ve been to India and
Met my sister, myself, a mother and survivor.
Who made the choice that no mother should have to make
To let her child go to keep her safe
When will she value herself and the world value her enough
To free her from this prison called
No choice

Part 7

I’ve been to India
And received a firsthand education of this great experiment to uplift humanity
Healing, seeing, reading words from an evolved Gandhian philosophy to
Hearing, seeing, reading the simple words from a 9-year old girl asking “will you walk
with me?”
I’ve been to India and it calls to me sounding like the Streets of Brownsville, DC,
Minnesota, Florida, New Orleans, where girls walk the beat.



There’s work to be done daily
My friends and I conspire
We’ve been to India

Part 8

I’ve been to India
And walked down narrow winding streets as a ghost
Flour mills shops tended by elders and prayer
Sit side by side with precious beings huddled and waiting to get through this night.
Can I be one with all of this?
The deep pain and brilliance that resides in every single being
Knowing this is our way, our path, to heal the world

Part 9

I’ve been to India
I’ve witnessed the stark contrasts of light in dark and dark in light.
I’ve come with the beloved community to find more beloved communities with open
arms for connections
I’ve been to India and I only want to know more of her.

Part 10

I’ve been to India
We bore witness to strength and courage
We internalized the essential work of lifting up the last girl, last woman.
We saw that even in the most dire situations, the power of the collective can move
mountains.
We came together and represented for MEV, the US, and the work to end violence
against women.
We will carry forward, and search for points of convergence,
We return home wiser, stronger, more unified and ready to act.

Part 11

I’ve been to India
Home to millions of last girls
Home to the memory and legacy of Gandhi
Home to the work for a third way



Home to violence, despair, poverty beyond where the eye can see
Home to the determination to build girl by girl,
Village by village, state by state, nation by nation
Home to Shama, who asked me “What will you take back home?”
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